THIRD CHURCH “WAITING FOR TRUE LIFE” | SUNDAY, DECEMBER 20, 2020

[m]3H[E] CONNECTTO TODAY’S ONLINE WORSHIP GUIDE: THIRDRVA.ORG/THIS-SUNDAY
| Here we post current prayer concerns of those with health needs and those in need of comfort, the full scriptural text

O for today’s service, a link to give online, and important announcements about the life of our church.

GATHERING “GOD WITH US”

PRELUDE Oh, you've come to bring peace,

To be love, to be nearer to us.

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP | FROM PSALM 62:5 You've come to bring |ife,

» Foryou, O Lord, our souls in stillness wait; To be light, to shine brighter in us.
» Truly our hope is in you. Oh, Emmanuel, God with us.
CALLTO WORSHIP | FROM PSALM 130:5-7 Our Deliverer, you are Savior.

, , In your presence we find our strength.
> | wait for the Lord, my soul waits, . .
oo . Over everything, our redemption,

and in his word | hope. My soul waits for the Lord . .
_ God with us, you are God with us.

more than those who watch for the morning.

» There is no darkness with you, O Lord. Oh, you've come to be hope

> O Israel, hope in the Lord! For with the Lord there is To this world for your honor and name,
steadfast love, and with him is plenteous redemption. And you've come to take sin,

» There is no darkness with you, O Lord. To bear shame, and to conquer the grave.

> Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. ~ Oh, Emmanuel, God with us.

» There is no darkness with you, O Lord. You are here. You are holy.

PRAYER OF ADORATION We are standing in your glory.

“COME, THOU LONG-EXPECTED JESUS” CONFESSING

Come, thou long-expected Jesus, PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Born to set thy people free; _
> O light most blessed,

fill the inmost heart of all the faithful.
Without your grace, there is nothing in us,

From our fears and sins release us,
Let us find our rest in thee.
Israel’s strength and consolation,

Hope of all the earth thou art: nothing that is not harmful.

» Cleanse what is sordid,
flood what is arid,
heal what is hurt,
flex what is rigid,
fire what is frigid,
correct what goes astray.

Dear desire of every nation,
Joy of every longing heart.

Born thy people to deliver,

Born a child and yet a king,

Born to reign in us forever,

Now thy gracious kingdom bring.

By thine own eternal Spirit SILENT CONFESSION

Rule in all our hearts alone; The Lord is steadfast, merciful, and slow to anger. He extends his
By thine all-sufficient merit mercy to us and receives us as we are. Let’s bring our confessions
Raise us to thy glorious throne. to the Lord silently.

WORDS OF COMFORT | FROM ISAIAH 40:1-2

> Comfort, comfort my people, says your God.
» Our sins are pardoned. The penalty is paid.

> In Christ, God’s salvation is at hand,
and righteousness has come.

» Thanks be to God!



THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
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Remember your church, O Christ;
send your spirit of unity, courage, and holiness.
Come to us in power, O Christ.

By shedding your blood, you have purified us;

keep us ready to welcome the day of your coming.

Come to us in power, O Christ.

Call from among us bearers of your presence;
may they go to the far ends of the earth

as tokens of your friendship and signs of your light.

Come to us in power, O Christ.

Give joy to all your faithful servants;
may they follow you all the days of their lives.
Come to us in power, O Christ.

Nurture within us your Spirit of love;
may we never close our hearts

to any of our sisters and brothers.
Come to us in power, O Christ.

Bring to an end the divisions between Christians;
gather us in one visible communion.
Come to us in power, O Christ.

Have mercy on all who suffer persecution

for your name's sake; uphold them by your strong Spirit,

that they may remain true to you in all their trials.
Come to us in power, O Christ.

Comfort all who are suffering in their hearts or in their
bodies; give them health and peace to sing of your power.

Come to us in power, O Christ.

We pray for all who are leading the nations;

give them a sense of what is right, that they may work

toward peace and fullness of life for all.
Come to us in power, O Christ.

Give eternal rest to all who are dying;
may the light that never sets shine upon them.
Come to us in power, O Christ.

> And now, gathering all of our prayers into one,
we pray as our Savior has taught us, saying:

» Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy
name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory for ever. Amen.

GREETING OF PEACE

As a new spiritual family reconciled to one another through
Christ, pass the peace of Christ to one another as you're able.

THANKSGIVING

OUR OFFERINGS | FROM 1 CHRONICLES 29:14

> Lord, who are we that we are able to give so generously?

» For all things come from you and what we now offer
is already yours.

Please be praying for our mission partner Haiti Outreach
Ministries. For 30 years, Haiti Outreach Ministries has
been sharing the message of God’s goodness with the people
of Haiti through evangelism, education, and medical care.

INTERVIEW WITH MISSION PARTNER RICHARD HANEY

Want to make a gift this morning? You can drop it in the basket
in the Commons or give online at thirdrva.org/give.

DOXOLOGY

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host:
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

PROCLAIMING

SCRIPTURE READING | REVELATION 22:1-7, 17, 20-21

Read along in your Bible or the online guide for this Sunday at
thirdrva.org/this-sunday.

SERMON | “WAITING FOR TRUE LIFE”



SENDING

“CHRIST IS COMING!”

Christ is coming! Let creation

From her groans and suffering cease.

Let the glorious proclamation

Hope restore and faith increase.
Christ is coming! Christ is coming!
Come, thou blessed Prince of Peace.
Come, thou blessed Prince of Peace.

Though once cradled in a manger,
Oft no pillow but the sod.

Here an alien and a stranger,
Mocked of men, disowned of God.
Christ is coming! Christ is coming!
Come, thou blessed Prince of Peace.
Come, thou blessed Prince of Peace.

Long thine exiles have been pining,
Far from rest, and home, and thee.
But, in heav'nly vestures shining,
They their loving Lord shall see.
Christ is coming! Christ is coming!
Haste the joyous jubilee.

Haste the joyous jubilee.

With that blessed hope before us,
Let no harp remain unstrung.

Let the mighty advent chorus
Onward roll from tongue to tongue:
“Christ is coming! Christ is coming!
Come, Lord Jesus, quickly comel!
Come, Lord Jesus, quickly come!”

COMMISSION AND BENEDICTION | FROM REVELATION 22
> Behold! Jesus is coming soon to judge the earth
with righteousness and truth.

» He is the Alpha and the Omegaq,
the first and the last, the beginning and the end.

> The Spirit and the bride say, “Come.”

» And let the one who hears say,

“Come,” and let the one who is thirsty come;
» Let the one who desires take the water of life without price.
» Jesus is coming soon. Amen.

Come, Lord Jesus!

POSTLUDE

Lauren and Bryce Auker, along with big sister Sophie, welcomed Brianne Mae on December 12, 2020. They are in the Gayton parish.

We invite you to please pray for the Aukers as we rejoice in this good news.



COME, THOU LONG-EXPECTED JESUS
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GOD WITH US
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Words and Music: Jason Ingram & Leslie Jordan; © 2012 Integrity’s Praise! Music; CCLI License # 706798



CHRIST IS COMING!
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Words by John R. MacDuff, 1853; Music by Kim Taulbee; Music © 2011 Kim Taulbee Music



