
Sunday | September 27, 2015

EXODUS
Preparing a People

Long my imprisoned spirit lay
Fast bound in sin and nature’s night;
Thine eye diffused a quick’ning ray,

I woke, the dungeon flamed with light;
My chains fell off, my heart was free,
I rose, went forth, and followed thee.

Charles Wesley



Welcome! 
Bienvenido! 

We’re glad you’ve chosen to worship at Third! 
We look forward to meeting and getting to know you.

Third Church exists to spread the gospel and seek 
the Shalom of metro Richmond and the world through 

a movement of communities and congregations, 
welcoming people of all cultures to the glory of Jesus Christ. 
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GATHERING                   
God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.

Welcome and Announcements   

Preparation 

Leader:     Let’s prepare our hearts to worship the living God, for “The Lord is in his holy 
                  temple; let all the earth be silent before him” (Habakkuk 2:20).
People:   Amen.

A period of silence is kept.                                                                                                                                 

      Call to Worship                                                             Psalm 77:16-20; Exodus 15:1                                                      

 

       Opening Prayer  

        Songs of Praise                “O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing” – #130 in the Hymnal
         
                                                                     “This Is Amazing Grace” 
                  (See music on following pages.)
                                  

 †

 The cross indicates standing, as you are able.  †
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Leader:  When the waters saw you, O God, when the waters saw you, they were 
afraid; Indeed, the deep trembled. 

People: The clouds poured out water, the skies gave forth thunder; Your 
arrows flashed on every side, the earth trembled and shook! 

Leader: Au milieu de la mer, tu as frayé ta route et tracé ton sentier parmi les grandes 
eaux. Et nul n’a discerné la trace de tes pas. Tu as conduit ton peuple comme 
un troupeau par Moïse et Aaron.

Translation: Your way was through the sea, your path through the great 
waters; yet your footprints were unseen. You led your people like a flock
by the hand of Moses and Aaron. 

People: We will sing to the Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously;
The horse and rider he has thrown into the sea! 

 †
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THIS IS AMAZING GRACE



CONFESSING 
God invites us to be honest with him about ourselves. 

Confession
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 I CONFESS TO GOD, THE ALMIGHTY



 †        Greeting of Peace 

Silent Confession 

Words of Comfort and Assurance                                                                     

Leader:      Hear the good news! Who is in a position to condemn? Only Christ, and Christ 
                  died for us, Christ rose for us, Christ reigns in power for us, Christ prays for us. 
                  Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation. The old life has gone; the new life has 
                  begun! Know that you are forgiven, and be at peace. 
People:   Amen! 
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THANKSGIVING  
We give to the Lord in gratitude for what he has done for us.
 
Our Offerings                                                
Pray for Young Lives, a branch of Young Life which reaches out with the gospel and Christ’s 
love to pregnant and parenting teen moms and their children.

Musical Offering                                                                         “A Psalm of Praise”
8:45 and 11:15 Services                                                                              (Williams, Martin) 

Praise to the Lord!  Praise to the Lord! Praise to the Lord!  Sing unto the Lord!

Come and make a joyful noise; hymns of glory sing!
Shout and raise a tuneful voice; let your praises ring!
Come and join the angel song; praise the great I Am.
Let the world as one rejoice, come and make a joyful noise.
Gloria, gloria sing to the Lord!

Come and make a joyful noise; come in one accord.
Raise to God a mighty voice; bow before the Lord!
Come and join the angel song; praise the great I Am.
Let the world as one rejoice, come and make a joyful noise.
Gloria, gloria sing to the Lord!

Praise to the Lord!  O let all that is in me adore him!
All that have life and breath, come now with praises before him!
Let the amen sound from his people again; we will exalt him forever.
Let the amen sound from his people again; we will exalt him forever.

Come and make a joyful noise; fill the earth with praise.
Sing with heart and soul and voice; joy to heaven raise.
Come and join the angel song; praise the great I Am.
Let the world as one rejoice, come and make a joyful noise. Praise to the Lord!     

10:00 Service                     Rebekah White 

      Doxology 
      Please stand as we sing to the Lord. 

      Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host: 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 6

 †



PROCLAIMING
God speaks to us through his word. 

Prayer of Illumination 

Scripture Reading                                                                   Exodus 14:5-6, 10-31                         
 
5 When the king of Egypt was told that the people had fled, Pharaoh and his officials 
changed their minds about them and said, “What have we done? We have let the Israelites 
go and have lost their services!” 6 So he had his chariot made ready and took his army with 
him. 

10 As Pharaoh approached, the Israelites looked up, and there were the Egyptians, marching 
after them. They were terrified and cried out to the Lord. 11 They said to Moses, “Was it 
because there were no graves in Egypt that you brought us to the desert to die? What have 
you done to us by bringing us out of Egypt? 12 Didn’t we say to you in Egypt, ‘Leave us alone; 
let us serve the Egyptians’? It would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to 
die in the desert!”

13 Moses answered the people, “Do not be afraid. Stand firm and you will see the 
deliverance the Lord will bring you today. The Egyptians you see today you will never see 
again. 14 The Lord will fight for you; you need only to be still.”

15 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Why are you crying out to me? Tell the Israelites to move 
on. 16 Raise your staff and stretch out your hand over the sea to divide the water so that the 
Israelites can go through the sea on dry ground. 17 I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so 
that they will go in after them. And I will gain glory through Pharaoh and all his army, through 
his chariots and his horsemen. 18 The Egyptians will know that I am the Lord when I gain glory 
through Pharaoh, his chariots and his horsemen.”

19 Then the angel of God, who had been traveling in front of Israel’s army, withdrew and went 
behind them. The pillar of cloud also moved from in front and stood behind them, 20 coming 
between the armies of Egypt and Israel. Throughout the night the cloud brought darkness to 
the one side and light to the other side; so neither went near the other all night long.
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21 Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and all that night the Lord drove the sea 
back with a strong east wind and turned it into dry land. The waters were divided, 22 and the 
Israelites went through the sea on dry ground, with a wall of water on their right and on their 
left.

23 The Egyptians pursued them, and all Pharaoh’s horses and chariots and horsemen 
followed them into the sea. 24 During the last watch of the night the Lord looked down from 
the pillar of fire and cloud at the Egyptian army and threw it into confusion. 25 He jammed the 
wheels of their chariots so that they had difficulty driving. And the Egyptians said, “Let’s get 
away from the Israelites! The Lord is fighting for them against Egypt.”

26 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea so that the waters may 
flow back over the Egyptians and their chariots and horsemen.” 27 Moses stretched out his 
hand over the sea, and at daybreak the sea went back to its place. The Egyptians were 
fleeing toward it, and the Lord swept them into the sea. 28 The water flowed back and 
covered the chariots and horsemen—the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed the 
Israelites into the sea. Not one of them survived.

29 But the Israelites went through the sea on dry ground, with a wall of water on their right 
and on their left. 30 That day the Lord saved Israel from the hands of the Egyptians, and Israel 
saw the Egyptians lying dead on the shore. 31 And when the Israelites saw the mighty hand of 
the Lord displayed against the Egyptians, the people feared the Lord and put their trust in him 
and in Moses his servant.

                               

Leader:    This is the word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God!
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Message:  

+ A RESCUED PEOPLE +
Corey Widmer 

Notes:
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RESPONDING
We respond to God’s word.                        

Song of Response      
                                                                                                                “No Longer Slaves” 
                                                                                                   Led by Rebekah White and Team 
                             (Words and music by Brian Johnson, Joel Case and Jonathan David Helser)

You unravel me with a melody,
You surround me with a song.
Of deliverance from my enemies,
Till all my fears are gone.
 
I’m no longer a slave to fear,
I am a child of God.
I’m no longer a slave to fear,
I am a child of God.
 
From my Mother’s womb,
You have chosen me.
Love has called my name.
I’ve been born again into Your family,
Your blood flows through my veins.
 
You split the sea so I could walk right through it,
My fears were drowned in perfect love.
You rescued me so I could stand and sing,
I am a child of God.
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Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer

Leader:    God of our exodus, you have brought us out of captivity, overcoming the power of 
                 our enemies, both without and within. Help us to remember the mighty deeds of our 
                 God, for us, and rejoice all the while on our journey home to you. 
                 Lord, in your mercy,
All:          Hear our prayer.

Leader:    Lord of all compassion, we need you near when we feel the waters closing in on us: 
                 when we’re sick, exhausted, troubled in mind or body; when we’re lonely, 
                 sorrowful; when things are in turmoil. Remind us that you will supply our every need 
                 and bear us up. 
                 Lord, in your mercy,
All:          Hear our prayer.

Leader:    King of kings, you sit enthroned above all rulers, and each will one day face you as 
                 their judge. We pray that you would extend justice to the oppressed and free those 
                 enslaved or treated cruelly. 
     Lord, in your mercy, 
All:          Hear our prayer.

For what else should we pray?

Members of the congregation may add their own intercessions at this time, ending with, 
“Lord, in your mercy” and all responding, “Hear our prayer.” 

Now gathering our prayers into one, let us pray boldly as our Savior has taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come;
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory for ever and ever. Amen. 



Prayer Needs

For Health
Mary Ann Hancock, James Hildebrand, Lou Hanscom, Gene Cox, Carol Holt, Gipsie 
Rodrigues, Celeste Reynolds, Gretchen Gravely, Betty and Joe Cox, Pam Rambo, Mary 
Howard, Jared Armistead

For Comfort 
Deaths – Annhorner Truitt (sister-in-law, 9/7), Brenda Wiltshire (brother, 8/31), Kathie Cox 
(mother, 8/31), Jane Gallion (8/20), Kay Martine (husband, 8/18), Britten Parker (father, 
8/16), Mason and Jean Robinson, Stephen Robinson and Danita Harper (son and brother, 
Greg Robinson, 8/7)

For Metro Richmond
We pray for schools and educational institutions of metropolitan Richmond: for healthy 
relationships between parents, teachers, and students; for cooperation between 
superintendents and administrators of public and private schools throughout this metropolitan 
city. 

For our Nation and the World 
For Norway, Oman and Pakistan
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SENDING
God sends us into the world as his witnesses. 

     Song of Commission                                    “Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone) 

                                                                                                        
  
                                                              

 †  
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SERVICE NOTES
Today’s flowers are given by John Bistline in loving memory of his wife, Kathy. 
 
The Banners
The ten banners hanging in the Sanctuary represent ten messages from our new series on 
Exodus. It is not just the spoken word but the creative, visual word that tells us of God’s love 
and faithfulness. See if you can guess which banner goes with which story! Many thanks to 
the wonderful team of Third artists who put them together: Mark Sprinkle, Holly Smith, Kathy 
Ames and Sarah Hale.

The Cross, the Font, the Table, the Book
What we display reveals what we care about and what constitutes our identity as God’s 
people. As we explore what it means to be the people of God, we have positioned these 
four symbols prominently to remind us of God’s faithfulness and where we find life, hope 
and our identity. The cross speaks of Jesus’ atoning death, the font speaks of the new life he 
gives us through baptism, the table speaks of our resurrected Savior who continues to gather 
us around his table of grace, and the Bible speaks of our source of authority and comfort as 
God speaks through his living word even today.

     Commission                                            

Leader: Brothers and sisters, as you go forth into the world, remember that you are 
rescued completely by the amazing grace of God in Jesus Christ! Every day 
this week, live by the grace of God with gratitude, and proclaim the grace of 
God to others with joy.   

People: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with us all!  
                                                                                    (2 Thessalonians 3:18)           

                                                                                 
      Benediction
                                                                                                         

 †  

 †  
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You Multiplied the Gift for Refugee/IDP Relief!  

Last week, the Mission Committee committed to sending $10,000 of emergency funds for 
refugee and internally displaced persons (IDP) relief for Syrians and Iraqis fleeing their 
homes.  They also asked the congregation to help “multiply” the gift so Third Church could 
send $30,000 to care for those in need.  You did indeed respond.  The goal was exceeded, 
thanks be to God!  And, thank you for your generous hearts.

However, so much more is needed.  If you haven’t participated yet, please consider making 
any size gift for the effort.  Funds are being used to build bread bakeries and drill wells in 
Yazidi camps in northern Iraq, repair houses and churches destroyed in the fighting in Syria, 
provide heating oil to get through the long cold winter, provide food, water and medicine to 
fragile populations driven out of their villages by ISIS, provide schooling to Syrian refugee 
children, and provide audio bibles and bible study materials to share the Good News of 
Jesus to Muslims and Yazidis.

Learn more about the millions of Iraqis and Syrians that have fled their homes and make 
your online gift by going to the Third Church website, www.thirdrva.org, and clicking on the 
Refugee and IDP Relief Fund banner on the homepage.  You can make an immediate gift by 
scanning the QR code below with your smart device.  Or send a check to the church office 
designated Refugee Relief.

Whether you make a gift or not, please pray for the innocent people of Iraq and Syria that 
are so impacted by war and violence.  Particularly pray for the Christians and moderate 
Muslims, both of whom are being targeted by ISIS.

Through all these efforts, Christ is glorified and his name made known.  "I have told you these 
things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! 
I have overcome the world."   John 16:33 NIV

QR code for giving:
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NEWS 

Save the date! Men’s Quarterly Dinner, Thursday, October 22, 6:00-8:00 p.m. 
Our guest teacher is Alan DeCerff from Durban, South Africa.  Alan’s “sweet spot” is 
mentoring men as well as equipping leaders.  He’s on study leave in Richmond and we’re 
fortunate to have him close by.  Abe Lincoln will be cooking his world famous spaghetti. Child 
care available upon request by contacting Kathy White (kathyw@thirdrva.org) by October 19.
 
The Asia prayer and care group meets on Monday, September 28. 
Join us from 7:00-8:30 p.m. This group is led by Bob Metcalf and meets in the home of Dave 
and Judy Skove, 10809 N. Bank Rd, Richmond (741-5441). 

Wednesdays at Third 
Come to Third this Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. for the Wednesday fellowship opportunities. 
Visit our website, pick up a copy of the Third Press, or see the “Fall Season” pamphlet 
(located in the media racks) to read about all the wonderful study options, serving 
opportunities, and ways to be with your community. Please contact Tom Barila 
(tomb@thirdrva.org) for more information. 

Arabic Student Homework Tutors Needed
The homework tutoring for the Arabic children has started! More students than ever are 
asking for our help. Would you consider working with a child to help them succeed in 
school? The program is on Wednesday nights from 6:45-7:45 p.m. and is flexible – come as 
often as you can. Contact Andi Redmond (andi.redmond6@gmail.com) if you’d like to help.

Care and Cards 
The Care and Cards team writes messages that share love and prayers among our church 
family. In order to keep these cards sent out to those who need prayer, we’re asking for more 
people to consider joining us. Meetings are on the second Sunday of the month at 12:30 p.m. 
in Room 209. Questions? Contact Denise Woodson (745-4248/denise.woodson@smarthink-
ing.com) or Judy Duarte (278-8779/judithduarte@verizon.net).   

Our Experience Israel Trip for 2016 is full!  
If you are interested in joining us in the future, please let Tom Barila know.  We aim to travel 
to Israel ever other year.  

       



EVENTS
For more information on classes, events and ministries, come to the Fellowship Hall from
9:45-11:30 a.m., visit our website or find more information at kiosks throughout the 
building. 

Today! Welcome Coffee – September 27 from 9:45 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
If you’re new to Third, we’d like to invite you to our monthly Welcome Coffee in the Parlor. It’s 
a time to meet a few people and learn about Third’s vision, what we believe, and how to get 
involved.

Spiritual Shots – Tuesday, September 29 at 6 p.m.
Corey Widmer will facilitate a conversation on the question of “What’s the meaning of your 
life?” at this Needle’s Eye gathering at Bottoms Up Pizza. It’s a great opportunity to bring 
friends who want to honestly explore their questions about Christianity – no RSVP needed. 
(www.needleseye.org)  

Caritas – October 10-16 
Third is hosting homeless families for 7 nights in October and we’re looking for small groups 
and volunteers to serve them. Volunteer to serve and prepare food, stay overnight with the 
families, do laundry, and setup or cleanup beds and supplies. To sign up or learn more, 
visit the Fellowship Hall, Steeple Corridor, or go to www.thirdrva.org/news-events/
caritas-oct-10-17. 

Newcomers Class – October 11, 16-17 
Interested in learning more about Third or considering membership?  Join us in our next 
Newcomers Class where you will learn about Third’s vision for worship, discipleship, 
community, serving and outreach. Childcare provided with a reservation. Sign up online at 
www.thirdrva.org /membership or contact Beth Nichols (bethn@thirdrva.org or 282-4645, 
ext. 124). 

Third’s playground group is back this fall! 
Mark your calendars for the following dates: October 9, October 30, November 6, 
November 20, and December 11. Parents and caregivers of babies, toddlers, and 
preschoolers meet on the playground at 10 a.m. for a time of play and community. If it’s 
raining, meet in the Little Lambs Class. Contact Jessica Thompson (jessicawthompson@gmail.
com) to join the email list.  
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SUNDAY ADULT DISCIPLESHIP
Sunday morning discipleship classes  
From10:00 -11:00 a.m., our discipleship classes are back in full swing. Please visit our 
website, pick up a copy of the Third Press, or see the “Fall Season” pamphlet (located in the 
media racks) to read about all the wonderful study options, serving opportunities, and ways 
to be with your community.

STUDENT MINISTRY 
Sunday Morning Ministry  
600 Forest Ave., Student Ministry Area

10:00-11:00 a.m. For all students in 7th-12th grade.

Youth Confirmation Retreat, October 2-3 at 600 Forest Avenue.
This retreat will provide an opportunity for students in grades 9 and above to learn more 
about God, the church, the Bible and their faith as they bond as a group during their time 
together. It will also provide an opportunity for these students to become official members 
of the church upon the completion of the confirmation requirements. If your student plans to 
attend please RSVP by Monday September 28 to andreaw@thirdrva.org. 

Sunday Evening Ministry  
600 Forest Ave., Fellowship Hall and Basement
7:00-8:30 p.m.  For all students in 7th-12th grade.

For more information on upcoming student ministry events and how you can get involved, 
contact Rick Hutton (rickh@thirdrva.org) or Andrea Woie (andreaw@thirdrva.org). 
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY - SUNDAY MORNING
We welcome you to Third and want you to know that your children are precious to us!   
Our staff of both professional childcare workers and volunteers are here to serve your 
family in a safe, loving and Christ-centered environment.    

Nursery is provided for the 8:45 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. Sunday services. Sunday School 
is at 10:00 a.m. Child care is available for all children aged Kindergarten and younger. 1st 
grade and above attend worship with their parents. For details on all Sunday school 
class offerings, pick up the Fall Class brochure found near the doors. 

Children ages 2 through 6th grade are taught by teams of volunteers who use the Tru 
curriculum by David C. Cook. This curriculum empowers the family to be the primary spiritual 
teacher and includes a weekly parent page emailed to families. The parent page previews 
the following Sunday’s lesson, has a memory verse and blessing for the family to use the 
week before the children will learn the lesson in Sunday school.   

If you would like to receive the weekly parent email, contact Tracie Meadows 
(TracieM@thirdrva.org) or Kathy White (KathyW@thirdrva.org) with your child’s name and 
age or grade.

A Wiggle Room is available if you prefer to have your child with you but he or she is a little 
too active or noisy to be in the service. The service is streamed into Room 124 so you can 
hear the sermon while you nurse or play with your baby/toddler. Room 124 is located in 
the connecting hall across from the Toddler Room 105 leading to the Student Ministry area. 

Please let us know if we can help familiarize you with all that is available at Third for 
your children. Contact Kathy White (kathyw@thirdrva.org) or Tracie Meadows 
(traciem@thirdrva.org). 
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THIS WEEK AT THIRD
Sunday, September 27
9:45 a.m.-11:30 a.m. Weekly refreshments – Fellowship Hall
9:45 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.  Welcome Coffee – Parlor 
12:30 p.m. Officer Training – Room 217 
12:30 p.m. Newcomer Team Lunch – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue 
4:00 p.m. AA – Rooms 213/215
7:00 p.m. Student Ministry Gathering – Fellowship Hall and Basement  
7:30 p.m. Christian Arabic Church Worship – Sanctuary 

Monday, September 28
7:00 p.m. Asia Prayer and Care Group Meeting – Meets at the Skoves home 

Tuesday, September 29
9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Staff Retreat – Off-site 
9:15 a.m. Weekly Women’s Group – 213
9:30 a.m. Weekly Morning Mothers Together – Fellowship Hall 

Wednesday, September 30 
6:30 p.m. Refresh Women’s Group – Parlor 
6:30 p.m. Reconnect: Wednesdays at Third – Various Rooms, 600 Forest Avenue 
6:30 p.m. Combined choir rehearsal – Choir Room 
7:00 p.m. Praise band rehearsal – Sanctuary  
 
Thursday, October 1
7:00 p.m. Needle’s Eye Young Professionals Grp. – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue

Friday, October 2
9:00 a.m. Emotional Eating Group – Knox Room, 500 Forest Avenue
6:30 p.m. Healing Prayer Rooms – Rooms 213/215
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Budget Update

Year-to-date giving through August 2015 
is $1,533,000, which represents 55% of 
our annual giving plan with four months 
left in the year. In 2014, we collected 
44% of our giving during the September 
to December period so through God’s 
grace and provision, our full year giving 
plan of $2,772,000 still looks within 
reach!  Year-to-date expenses through 
August 2015 are $1,850,000, with 
approximately 32% of our spending 
directed towards missional/benevolence 
partners and activities.  

We continue to trail year-to-date 
budgeted giving by $85,000 – the same 
shortfall that existed when we entered the 
“dog days of summer”.  December has 
historically been our biggest giving month 
with close to 20% of annual giving in that 
month alone.  Please consider either 
additional giving or an acceleration of 
your planned year-end giving to help 
minimize the budgetary shortfall.  While 
we trust God to fully meet our annual 
needs this year just as he has in the past, 
consistent giving would be a wonderful 
blessing.

So we give praise for God’s grace, 
provision and generosity and invite you to 
pray that our financial gifts will empower 
Third’s ministry and mission at Forest 
Avenue, in Richmond and around the 
world.  Your gifts have Kingdom impact.

2015 Giving Plan $2,772,000

YTD Expenses 
$1,850,000  →

Budgeted YTD Giving 
$1,618,000
←
 YTD Giving                   
← $1533,000
←
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A Covenant Order 
of Evangelical Presbyterians

804-282-4645  
500 Forest Ave.
Richmond, VA 23229
www.thirdrva.org 

LEARN MORE ABOUT THIRD

Welcome to Third! Visit www.thirdrva.org to learn more about the community and how you 
can connect. Worship preparation, sermon reflection notes, and sermon audio are posted 
weekly. You can also watch the sermon live on the “This Sunday” page. If you’d like to join a 
small group , find out how you can become a member ,   or find ways to serve,  please contact 
Beth Nichols at bethn@thirdrva.org. Also follow us on Facebook and Twitter for community 
updates. 

JOIN US FOR FELLOWSHIP TODAY! 

Our services are at 8:45 a.m.,10:00 a.m., and 11:15 a.m. on Sundays in the Sanctuary.  
Join us for a short time of communion and prayer every Sunday at 8:00 a.m. in Room 101. 
From 9:45-11:30 a.m. on Sunday mornings, stop by for a time of fellowship and 
refreshments, including Blanchard’s coffee, in the Fellowship Hall. 

Sanctuary

Fellowship
Hall

Forest Ave

Playground

Classrooms
(Upstairs

& Downstairs)

Worship
Services

Rm 101

Parlor

Student Ministry Area

Courtyard


