
Sunday | September 4, 2016

THE STORY OF TWO LOST SONS

“God is a gold-medal runner, and the finish line is his child.” 
Joshua Ryan Butler

“The hardest conversion to go through 
is the conversion of the one who stayed home.” 

Henri Nouwen





Welcome! 
Bienvenido! 

We’re glad you’ve chosen to worship at Third! 
We look forward to meeting and getting to know you.

Third Church exists to spread the gospel and seek 
the Shalom of metro Richmond and the world through 

a movement of communities and congregations, 
welcoming people of all cultures to the glory of Jesus Christ. 
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GATHERING                   
God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
Prelude                                   "Hail the Day, So Rich in Cheer"                        Jeff Hummel           
                                                              (Johann Pachelbel)  
                                                                                                  
Welcome and Announcements  
Preparation                                                                                           From Psalm 19:14                    
Leader: May the words of our mouths 

And the meditations of our hearts 
Be pleasing in your sight, 
O Lord, our Rock and our Redeemer. 

Everyone: Amen.

Let’s quiet our hearts in silent preparation for worship.
 

Call to Worship                                                            From Ephesians 2:1, 4-9 
Leader: You were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once walked, 

following the course of this world.
People: But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with 

which he loved us, even when we were dead in our 
trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace we 
have been saved!

Leader: God raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places 
in Christ Jesus, so that in the coming ages he might show the 
immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.

People: For by grace we have been saved through faith. And this is not 
our own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so 
that no one may boast.

     
 Opening Prayer  
 Song of Praise                       "Rejoice, the Lord is King"              #262 in the Hymnal         
                                                       

 The cross indicates standing, as you are able.  †

 †

 †    
 †    



REJOICE, THE LORD IS KING
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Rejoice, the Lord is King: your Lord and King adore!
Rejoice, give thanks, and sing, and triumph evermore:
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice!
Rejoice, again I say, rejoice!

The Lord the Savior reigns, the God of truth and love;
When he had purged our stains he took his seat above:
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice!
Rejoice, again I say, rejoice!

His kingdom cannot fail, he rules o'er earth and heav'n;
The keys of death and hell to Christ the Lord are giv'n:
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice!
Rejoice, again I say, rejoice!

Rejoice in glorious hope! Our Lord the judge shall come,
And take his servants up to their eternal home.
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice!
Rejoice, again I say, rejoice!



CONFESSING 
God invites us to be honest with him about ourselves. 

Song of Confession                                      "By Thy Mercy"                          
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Silent Confession                                        

  Words of Comfort and Assurance  
                    

Leader: The son said to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you.  
I am no longer worthy to be called your son.”
But the father said to his servants, “Quick!  Bring the best robe and put it on 
him.  Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. Bring the fattened calf 
and kill it.  Let’s have a feast and celebrate!”  

People: “For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost 
and now is found.”

Leader: So they began to celebrate.
People: Amen. 

  Greeting of Peace †

 †



THANKSGIVING
We respond to God’s word.                                                                                                

Our Offerings
Pray for Gina Maio, Head of School, and Church Hill Academy, a faith-based non-profit 
high school for at-risk Church Hill youth, dedicated to helping students achieve academic 
success, develop positive character and to experience God's grace and love through 
their interactions with staff.

 
Musical Offering                                "In the Palm of Your Hand"            Tracie Meadows
8:45 and 10:00 a.m. services 

If I could have the world and all it owns,  
A thousand kingdoms, a thousand thrones; 
If all the earth were mine to own, with wealth my only goal,
I'd spend my gold on selfish things 
Without the love that your life brings.
Just a "little bit more" was all I'd need 'til life was torn from me. 
 
I'd rather be in the palm of your hand, 
Though rich or poor I may be. 
Faith can see right through the circumstance, 
Sees the forest in spite of the trees. 
Your grace provides for me. 
 
If I should walk the streets, no place to sleep, 
No faith in promises you keep. 
I'd have no way to buy my bread with a Bible for my bed. 
But if I trust the one who died for me, who shed his blood to set me free,
If I live my life to trust in you, your grace will see me through. 
 
(c) 1994 Alison Krauss

8



 †

Musical Offering                      "Acclamation of Assurance"                   Sanctuary Choir        
11:15 a.m.                                                    (Martin)             

Through the valley I will keep you; in the shadows I am light.
In the darkness I will lead; my word will be your sight.
Through the tears of loss I'll comfort you; through the years I'll keep you strong.
Within the silence of the night, my grace will be your song.

And you will be my people; I will be your Rock!
You will be my church forever; I will be your God!

When the trials of life bring fire and rain, I will keep you in my heart.
I will help you live again.  Through grace, the healing starts.
I'm the Promise of tomorrow, I'm the One who will restore.
I'm the Hope for ev'ry sorrow, and Peace beyond the storm.

And you will be my people; I will be your Rock!
You will be my church forever; I will be your God!

The plans I have for you are bright with promise, for I have written you upon my hand.
I will be with you all the journey.  I'll take you to the promised land!
I'll take you to the promised land.

And you will be my people; I will be your Rock!
You will be my church forever; I will be your God! 
Yes, I will be your God.

      Doxology 
       Please stand as we sing to the Lord. 
      Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise him, all creatures here 
      below; Praise him above, ye heavenly host: Praise Father, Son and  
      Holy Ghost. Amen.    
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PROCLAIMING
God speaks to us through his word.          

Prayer of Illumination 
  
Scripture Reading                                                                                     Luke 15:11-32

11 Jesus continued: “There was a man who had two sons. 12 The younger one said to his 
father, ‘Father, give me my share of the estate.’ So he divided his property between them.

13 “Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant 
country and there squandered his wealth in wild living. 14 After he had spent everything, 
there was a severe famine in that whole country, and he began to be in need. 15 So he 
went and hired himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed 
pigs. 16 He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one 
gave him anything.

17 “When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have 
food to spare, and here I am starving to death! 18 I will set out and go back to my father 
and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. 19 I am no longer 
worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired servants.’ 20 So he got up 
and went to his father.

“But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion 
for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him.

21 “The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no 
longer worthy to be called your son.’

22 “But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a 
ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23 Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a 
feast and celebrate. 24 For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and 
is found.’ So they began to celebrate.
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25 “Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near the house, he heard 
music and dancing. 26 So he called one of the servants and asked him what was going 
on. 27 ‘Your brother has come,’ he replied, ‘and your father has killed the fattened calf 
because he has him back safe and sound.’

28 “The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out and 
pleaded with him. 29 But he answered his father, ‘Look! All these years I’ve been slaving 
for you and never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so 
I could celebrate with my friends. 30 But when this son of yours who has squandered your 
property with prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf for him!’

31 “‘My son,’ the father said, ‘you are always with me, and everything I have is yours. 
32 But we had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is 
alive again; he was lost and is found.’”

Leader:     This is the word of the Lord.
People:   Thanks be to God! 



Message:  

The Story of Two Lost Sons
+ Corey Widmer +

  
 

Notes:

12



RESPONDING
We respond to God’s word. 
              
Celebration of the Lord's Supper

Leader: Lift up your hearts!
People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
Everyone: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Leader: Holy and merciful God, our Father,
you have made us in your image and for yourself.
You have made this good world for us to tend and to enjoy.
God, our Father, 

People: Hear the praise of grateful hearts.

Leader: You sought your ancient people when they strayed from you.
You freed them from the oppressor and brought them home.
God, our Father, 

People: Hear the praise of grateful hearts.

Leader: You have sent your Son to bring us home to you.
By his Incarnation–

People: You have found us.
Leader: By his Death–
People: You have forgiven us.
Leader: By his Resurrection–
People: You have freed us. 
Leader: God, our Father, 
People: Hear the praise of grateful hearts.
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Leader: In union with Jesus Christ of Nazareth, our Great High Priest, and with all 
who worship you, both in heaven and on earth, we offer you our praise, 
saying: 
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Words of Institution                                                          From 1 Corinthians 11:23-26

Leader: “The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he 
had given thanks, he broke it and said, ‘This is my body, which is for you; 
do this in remembrance of me.’ In the same way, after supper he took the 
cup, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever 
you drink it, in remembrance of me.’ For whenever you eat this bread and 
drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.”

Leader: Holy and merciful God, our Father, send down your Holy Spirit
on our bread and wine, that they may be for us the body and blood of 
Christ, and on your people, that we may be the body of Christ, reconciled 
to you and to each other by his blood. By your Holy Spirit make us– 

People: One with Christ, 
one with each other, 
and one in mission to all the world,

Leader: Until Christ shall come in final victory
and we feast together at his heavenly banquet.

People: Amen! 
Leader: We pray: Maranatha–
People: Even so, come, Lord Jesus, come.
Leader: We pray the prayer which Christ has placed upon our lips–

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come;
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory for ever. Amen. 
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Song of Response                                  "Holy Communion" 
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The Lord’s Supper 
The Lord’s Supper, or Communion, is one of the two sacraments we celebrate (the other is 
baptism). It is one of the most important things we do when we gather together, because 
the bread and juice are concrete signs of what Jesus has done for us on the cross. When 
we come forward to receive them, we believe that Jesus is actually present through the 
Holy Spirit, extending his grace and forgiveness to us.

We welcome anyone to the table who is willing to forsake their sin and trust in Jesus Christ 
for salvation. If you are not able to receive Communion, we invite you to use this time to 
meditate on one of the following prayers:

Prayer of Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus, you claim to be the Way, the Truth and the Life. Help me to be undaunted by 
the cost of following you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is true, 
please guide me, teach me, and open me to the reality of who you are. Lead me into the 
light and life you promise. Amen.

Prayer of Belief
Lord Jesus Christ, I admit that I am more blind and sinful than I ever dared admit, but 
through you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared hope. I thank you for 
paying my debt on the cross, taking what I deserved in order to offer me complete 
acceptance. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and 
receive you as Savior and Lord. Amen.

– Adapted from prayers written by Rev. Scot Sherman, Redeemer Presbyterian Church.
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Prayer Needs

For Health
Allen Lawrence, Marriott Jackson, Jerry Ramsey, Francis Steadman, Betty Cox, Charles 
Ellison, Christie Geraty, Dru Fitch, Mark Koontz, Margaret Leith, Dabney Harvey, Eileen 
Raynor, Lou Hanscom, Carol Holt, Celeste Reynolds, Pam Rambo

For Comfort 
Deaths – Lillian Hazelton (father, 7/21), Amy and Sarah Helweg (husband and father, 
7/20), Becca Payne (grandmother, 7/1), Paul White (mother, 6/20), Christina Brown 
(brother, 6/17), Pam Haney (mother, 6/9), Sunny Rosebro (mother, 6/6)

For Metro Richmond 
We pray for schools and educational institutions of metropolitan Richmond: for all 
superintendents, school boards, school administrators, PTA's, teachers, students and staff. 

For Our Nation and the World – Italy

Italy’s 60 plus million people are known for their food, wine, artistic treasures and other 
cultural achievements. Rome, the capital, was once the center of western Christianity and 
continues to host the Vatican and Roman Catholicism’s Pope. The Christian faith has been 
reduced by secularism and the Roman Catholic faith claims fewer and fewer practitioners.

• Pray for the families who lost loved ones in the recent earthquake in the communities of 
L’Aquila and Amatrice. Pray for the rebuilding of villages and towns.

• Pray for Italy’s Roman Catholics to experience renewal and to seek more collaboration 
with Italy’s Protestant believers.

• Pray for the country’s 2 million university students and outreach to them.
• Pray for immigrants who land in Italy seeking refuge. Pray for the North African Muslim 

immigrants, that they may hear the Good News of Jesus.

For Our Nation and the World – Missionary Prayer and Care groups meet 
monthly to pray for our mission partners in Europe, Asia and the Muslim world. Contact 
Carolyn Oakley (cdoakley1@gmail.com/937-6564) to learn more. 
NOTE: Beginning in October, the Muslim World Prayer and Care group will meet on the first 
Tuesday night of each month from 7-8:30 p.m. at the home of Laurie Chalifoux. 

18



SENDING
God sends us into the world as his witnesses. 

  Song of Commission                   "How Deep the Father's Love for Us"           †
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 Commission                                                                           From Ephesians 2:8-10                                                                                       
Leader: For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your 

own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one 
may boast.

Everyone: For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do 
good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.

 Benediction  

 Choral Benediction              

Postlude                                              "Italian Hymn"                                      Jeff 
Hummel                                              
11:15 a.m. service                                    (Albert Travis)                                                         
                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
If you would like prayer for any reason, two elders are available at the front of the 
Sanctuary (by the lectern) after each service. We invite you to come forward for any 
prayer needs you may have.

SERVICE NOTES 

Today's flowers are given in honor of our mission partner Gina Maio, who is the Head 
of School, and Church Hill Academy, a faith-based non-profit high school for at-risk 
Church Hill youth, dedicated to helping students achieve academic success, develop 
positive character and to experience God's grace and love through their interactions with 
staff.

 †  

 †  
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NEWS & EVENTS

College Ministry: Dialogue with Corey Widmer – September 15, 7:00 p.m., 
Fellowship Hall
The College Ministry of Third is kicking off its fall events. Join us for the first event: a 
dialogue with Corey Widmer. He will be sharing about how to discern God’s will for your 
life. Questions? Contact Tim Latham (timl@thirdrva.org). 

Welcome Coffee – Sunday, September 18, 10:00 a.m.  
If you're new to Third, come to this monthly gathering to meet a few people, learn about 
Third's vision, what we believe and how to get involved. Questions? Contact Beth Nichols 
(bethn@thirdrva.org). 

Newcomers Class - September 11, 16-17
Interested in learning more about Third, or considering membership? Join our Newcomers 
Class where you’ll learn more about Third’s vision for worship, discipleship, and 
community. At the end of the class, you’ll have an opportunity to become a member of 
Third. To sign up: www.thirdrva.org/newcomers or contact Beth Nichols (bethn@thirdrva.
org or 282-4645).

Arabic Student Homework Tutoring – Kicks Off September 21! 
For this program, tutors are matched with a student. Each Wednesday evening, they meet 
together and tutors help their students with their homework. We continually find ourselves 
with more students than tutors, so your help is very much needed! Our tutoring season 
runs for 10 weeks in the Fall, September 21 through November 16.  No 
experience needed. Ready to help? Contact Andi Redmond: andi.redmond6@gmail.com.

Race and the Church – September 10, 9:00 a.m., West End Presbyterian 
Join West End Presbyterian, City Church, and a few more communities of faith in the 
next installment of the Race and the Church series. This session will focus on what the 
evangelical church can learn from the persecuted church, as well as look at how we 
behave like the church in the world. More info: raceandthechurch.com.

Volunteers needed for CARITAS: October 8-15
Join us to host families without a home during our CARITAS week.  We’ll serve them a 
meal where we can connect with them and share Christ’s love. Volunteers needed to help 
prep and serve meals, do laundry, spend the night (and to serve a simple breakfast in the 
morning), and set up and breakdown. To sign up, contact Cecilia Elliott (dcnelliott@gmail.
com). 21



NEWS & EVENTS

“Meet the Teacher” for Preschoolers, September 10, 10:00-11:30 a.m.
Bring your 2-year-old through kindergartener to visit his or her new Sunday school room 
at our open house next Saturday! This is a great opportunity for your child to meet their 
teachers, and explore and become comfortable with new surroundings prior to our first 
day of Sunday school. Questions?  Contact Kathy White: kathyw@thirdrva.org.

Jobs for Life Global Breakfast of Champions – Tuesday, September 13, 
10:00 a.m., Fellowship Hall
Interested in hearing more about Jobs for Life and how leaders from cities across the 
world (including Richmond) are coming together to address poverty through the dignity of 
work? Please join us on September 13 to meet and hear from groups partnering all over 
the city and world (through live streaming video) for Jobs for Life. Sign up: jobsforlife.org/
global-breakfast-of-champions-2016.

Explore God – Coming September 11
This month, we’ll be partnering with local churches to implement a city-wide outreach 
program that invites the community to come and explore God in local churches over a 
7-week period. The Explore God program involves sermons, videos, discussion groups, 
and more. For more information, visit thirdrva.org/exploregod. For questions or to get 
involved, contact Tom Barila: tomb@thirdrva.org. 

Family Ministry Communication Change! 
Starting this fall, all communication from Third’s Family Ministry team will be generated 
from our church database.  If you are NOT receiving the weekly parent page, or other 
communication from Kathy White or Tracie Meadows, please email Tracie (1st – 6th 
grade) at traciem@thirdrva.org or Kathy (babies – kindergarten) at kathyw@thirdrva.org.  
This info is used to send communication and also to generate class rosters and keep our 
Sunday school teachers updated on students' information.  

Club 56 Kick-off Dinner – Wednesday, Sept. 14, 6:30 p.m. Fellowship Hall 
Parents and 5th and 6th grade students are invited to attend this annual kick-off dinner.  
We will talk about the ministry of Club 56, introduce the Sunday morning teaching team, 
and talk about the “middle years” and what to expect. Please RSVP by September 7 to 
Andrea Woie: andreaw@thirdrva.org. 
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SUNDAY MORNING FELLOWSHIP  
Next week we’ll be starting our Fellowship hour again! Join us in the courtyard outside 
the Sanctuary between services for coffee, snacks, and the chance to meet some new 
friends. 

SUNDAY ADULT DISCIPLESHIP CLASSES
We’re kicking off our adult Sunday morning discipleship classes next week, September 
11 during the 10:00 a.m. worship hour. 

For more information on the classes below, visit: thirdrva.org/classes-and-fellowship, or 
pick up a copy of the Fall 2016 Brochure for Community, Discipleship and 
Mission. Questions? Contact Tom Barila (tomb@thirdrva.org).
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Sermon Chat: Explore God 
Fellowship Hall

Forgiving and Reconciling:
Bridges to Wholeness and Hope
500 Forest Avenue, Room 109

Did Our Hearts Not Burn Within Us?
A Study of Luke
Room 213

A Study of Hebrews
Room 101

Where is God in the 
Business and Busyness of Life?
Room 217

Marriage Fellowship
Room 215

Orphans and the Gospel
Room 207



STUDENT MINISTRY 
Next week, Sunday, September 11, we’ll begin our Sunday morning student 
ministry meet-ups during the 10:00 a.m. worship hour. Join us next Sunday for food, 
great teaching, and great people as we grow together in God’s word. 
 600 Forest Avenue, Student Ministry Area 
 10:00-11:00 a.m. for all students in 7th-12th grade. 

We’ll also be starting our Sunday evening student ministry next Sunday. 
Join us from 7:00 – 8:30 p.m. We’ll kick things off in the Fellowship Hall. 

Questions? Contact Rick (rickh@thirdrva.org) or Andrea (andreaw@thirdrva.org). 
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY - SUNDAY MORNING
Next week: Sunday, September 11, we’ll resume all of our children’s Sunday morning 
discipleship classes during the 10:00 a.m. worship hour. Visit thirdrva.org/
family-ministry-sunday-morning or pick up a copy of the Fall 2016 Brochure for 
information on where the classes will be. 

Today: During 8:45, 10:00, and 11:15 a.m. services, childcare is available for all 
children aged Kindergarten and younger. First grade and above attend worship with their 
parents. 

A Wiggle Room is available if you prefer to have your child with you but he or she 
is a little too active or noisy to be in the service. The service is streamed into Room 124 
which is located in the connecting hall across from the Toddler Room 105. 

Please let us know if we can help familiarize you with all that is available at Third for 
your children. Contact Kathy White (kathyw@thirdrva.org) or Tracie Meadows (traciem@
thirdrva.org). 
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THIS WEEK AT THIRD
Sunday, September 4
8:00 a.m. Communion and Prayer – Room 101
8:45, 10:00, 11:15 a.m. Worship services – Sanctuary 
12:30 p.m. Praying for our Nation – Room 101 

Monday, September 5 
Labor Day - Church office closed 

Tuesday, September 6
9:00 a.m. Women of Third- Priscilla Shirer's "Armor of God" – Room 217
9:30 a.m. Women of Third - Priscilla Shirer's "Breathe" – Room 213
12:15 a.m. Women of Third - Helping Hands – Room 217 
7:00 p.m. Muslim World prayer and care group at Laurie Chalifoux' home, 
                 10801 Whitaker Woods Rd., 23238, 740-1199

Wednesday, September 7
5:45 p.m. Club 56 Dinner – Fellowship Hall 
6:30 p.m. Alleluia choir rehearsal – Sanctuary  
6:30 p.m. Refresh women's group – Parlor

Thursday, September 8
7:00 p.m. Choir rehearsal – Choir Room 
7:00 p.m. Worship team rehearsal – Sanctuary  
7:00 p.m. Needle’s Eye Young Professionals Grp. – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue

Friday, September 9
12:00 p.m. Day by Dayers meeting – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue
5:00 p.m. That Great Dance – Fellowship Hall 
6:00-9:00 p.m. Officers' Retreat at Richmond Hill

Saturday, September 10
9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. Officers' Retreat at Richmond Hill
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A Covenant Order 
of Evangelical Presbyterians

Third Church 
804-282-4645  
500 Forest Ave.
Richmond, VA 23229
www.thirdrva.org 

LEARN MORE ABOUT THIRD
Welcome to Third! We’re so glad you’re here. We’d love to get to know you and for you to 
learn more about our community. We have a couple opportunities for you to connect with us 
and help you find out more about Third.
• Sign up for emails: thirdrva.org/signup 
• Pick up Third Press: our monthly newsletter can be found around the church. 
• Follow us on Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram: @thirdrva
• Join us for a Welcome Coffee: Start here to learn more about Third. The next         

Welcome Coffee is Sunday, September 18 at 10:00 a.m. in the Parlor. 

SUNDAY MORNINGS AT THIRD
If you need help or have any questions at any point on a Sunday morning, look for 
individuals wearing carnations or yellow name badges. They’re here to help answer 
questions, find you seats, and guide you around our building.  

Sanctuary

Fellowship
Hall

Forest Ave

Playground

Classrooms
(Upstairs

& Downstairs)

Worship
Services

Rm 101

Parlor

Student Ministry Area

Courtyard


