
Sunday | September 25, 2016

WHY DOES GOD ALLOW 
PAIN AND SUFFERING?  

“God whispers to us in our pleasures, speaks in our conscience, 
but shouts in our pains: it is his megaphone to rouse a deaf world.” 

C. S. Lewis

“The most beautiful people are those who have known defeat, 
known suffering, known struggle, known loss, and have found their 

way out of the depths. These persons have an appreciation,
 a sensitivity, and an understanding of life that fills them with 

compassion, gentleness, and a deep loving concern. 
Beautiful people do not just happen.” 

Elisabeth Kübler-Ross 





Welcome! 
Bienvenido! 

We’re glad you’ve chosen to worship at Third! 
We look forward to meeting and getting to know you.

Third Church exists to spread the gospel and seek 
the Shalom of metro Richmond and the world through 

a movement of communities and congregations, 
welcoming people of all cultures to the glory of Jesus Christ. 
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GATHERING                   
God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
Prelude                                  "Trumpet Processional in G Major"                     Jeff Hummel
                                                                (David German) 
                                                               
Welcome and Announcements  

Preparation                                                                                             From Psalm19:14                                       
Leader: May the words of our mouths 

And the meditations of our hearts 
Be pleasing in your sight, 
O Lord, our Rock and our Redeemer. 

Everyone: Amen.

Let’s quiet our hearts in silent preparation for worship.

Opening Prayer
 
Choral Call to Worship    
                                             "I Waited for the Lord Most High"                     Sanctuary Choir
                         
I waited for the Lord Most High, and he inclined to hear my cry;
He took me from destruction's pit and from the miry clay;
Upon a rock he set my feet, and steadfast made my way.

Let all who seek to see your face be glad and joyful in your grace;
Let those who your salvation love forevermore proclaim:
O praise the Lord who dwells above, and magnify his name.

 Songs of Praise                                                  "All Glory Be to God on High"  (#8) 
                                                                                                                     "Jesus, I Come" 

                                                         (See music on following pages) 
   

 The cross indicates standing, as you are able.  †

 †    



ALL GLORY BE TO GOD ON HIGH 
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All glory be to God on high and thanks to him forever!
Whatever Satan's host may try, God foils their dark endeavor.
He bends his ear to every call and offers peace, goodwill to all,
And calms the troubled spirit.

O Father, for your lordship true we give you praise and honor;
We worship you, we trust in you, we give you thanks forever.
Your will is perfect, and your might relentlessly confirms the right;
Your lordship is our blessing.

Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, creation's author,
Redeemer of your wandering ones, and source of all true pleasure:
O Lamb of God, O Lord divine, conform our lives to your design,
And on us all have mercy.

O Holy Spirit, perfect gift, who brings us consolation:
To men and women saved by Christ assure your inspiration.  
Through sickness, need and bitter death, grant us your warm, life-giving breath;
Our lives are in your keeping.



JESUS, I COME
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CONFESSING 
God invites us to be honest with him about ourselves. 

Prayer of Confession                       

Everyone:  Almighty God, 
  to whom all hearts are open, 
  all desires known, 
  and from whom no secrets are hid: 
  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
  by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
  that we may perfectly love you 
  and worthily magnify your holy name, 
  through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
  Amen.

Silent Confession                                        

Words of Comfort and Forgiveness                             From Romans 5:6-8,11 (NLT)
Leader: When we were utterly helpless, Christ came at just the right time and died 

for us sinners. Most people would not be willing to die for an upright 
person, though someone might perhaps be willing to die for a person who 
is especially good. But God showed his great love for us in this way: 
while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

 † (The people stand)

Leader: Now we can rejoice in our wonderful new relationship with God 
because our Lord Jesus Christ has made us friends of God.

People: Thanks be to God! 

  Greeting of Peace
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THANKSGIVING
We respond to God’s word.                                                                                                

Our Offerings
Pray for Shelter of Love, a home in Cambodia for disadvantaged and displaced children 
that seeks to train them to love and serve Jesus Christ to impact their country for Him.

Offertory          "By Way of Sorrow"                    Tracie Meadows

You've been taken by the wind, you have known the kiss of sorrows.
Doors that would not take you in, outcast and a stranger.

You have come by way of sorrow, you have come by way of tears.
But you'll reach your destiny meant to find you all these years,
Meant to find you all these years.

You have drunk a bitter wine with none to be your comfort.
You who once were left behind will be welcome at love's tables.

You have come by way of sorrow, you have come by way of tears.
But you'll reach your destiny meant to find you all these years,
Meant to find you all these years.

All the nights that joy has slept will awake to days of laughter.
Gone the tears that you have wept; you’ll dance in freedom ever after.

You have come by way of sorrow, you have come by way of tears.
But you'll reach your destiny meant to find you all these years,
Meant to find you all these years.

Written by Julie Anne Miller • Copyright © BMG Rights Management US, LLC

  Doxology 
   Please stand as we sing to the Lord. 

        Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise him, all creatures here 
        below; Praise him above, ye heavenly host: Praise Father, Son and  
        Holy Ghost. Amen.    

 †
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PROCLAIMING
God speaks to us through his word.          

Prayer of Illumination 

Scripture Readings                                                                               Psalm 22:1-11

1  My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?
   Why are you so far from saving me,
    so far from my cries of anguish?
2  My God, I cry out by day, but you do not answer,
    by night, but I find no rest.
3  Yet you are enthroned as the Holy One;
    you are the one Israel praises.
4  In you our ancestors put their trust;
    they trusted and you delivered them.
5  To you they cried out and were saved;
    in you they trusted and were not put to shame.
6  But I am a worm and not a man,
    scorned by everyone, despised by the people.
7  All who see me mock me;
    they hurl insults, shaking their heads.
8 “He trusts in the Lord,” they say,
    “let the Lord rescue him.
    Let him deliver him,
    since he delights in him.”
9  Yet you brought me out of the womb;
    you made me trust in you, even at my mother’s breast.
10 From birth I was cast on you;
    from my mother’s womb you have been my God.
11 Do not be far from me,
    for trouble is near
    and there is no one to help.  
                                                                                                                            (continued)                                                          
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John 11:30-44  
30 Now Jesus had not yet entered the village, but was still at the place where 
Martha had met him. 31 When the Jews who had been with Mary in the house, comforting 
her, noticed how quickly she got up and went out, they followed her, supposing she was 
going to the tomb to mourn there.

32 When Mary reached the place where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet and 
said, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.”

33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come along with her also 
weeping, he was deeply moved in spirit and troubled. 34 “Where have you laid him?” he 
asked.  “Come and see, Lord,” they replied.

35 Jesus wept.  36 Then the Jews said, “See how he loved him!”

37 But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept 
this man from dying?”

38 Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone laid 
across the entrance. 39 “Take away the stone,” he said.

“But, Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the dead man, “by this time there is a bad odor, for 
he has been there four days.”

40 Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you believe, you will see the glory of God?”

41 So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I thank you that 
you have heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of the 
people standing here, that they may believe that you sent me.”

43 When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 The dead 
man came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his 
face. Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave clothes and let him go.”

Leader:     This is the word of the Lord.
People:   Thanks be to God! 



Message:  

Why Does God Allow Pain and Suffering?
+ Corey Widmer +

  
Notes:

11



RESPONDING
We respond to God’s word. 
              

   Song of Response                              "How Long"     †
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New Members Joining                                                                          (See page 23)

Prayers of the People and the Lord's Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come;
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the
power and the glory for ever. Amen.
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Prayer Needs
For Health
Corrine Boyd, Loma Shafer, Missy Deregibus, Jack Schilthuis, Katie Payne, Allen Lawrence, 
Jerry Ramsey, Betty Cox, Charles Ellison, Dru Fitch, Mark Koontz, Margaret Leith, Dabney 
Harvey, Eileen Raynor, Lou Hanscom, Carol Holt

For Comfort 
Deaths – Jeff Rebman (sister, 8/30), Lillian Hazelton (father, 7/21), Amy and Sarah Helweg 
(husband and father, 7/20)

For Metro Richmond 
We pray for schools and educational institutions of metropolitan Richmond: for healthy 
relationships between parents, teachers and students; for cooperation between 
superintendents and administrators of public and private schools throughout this metropolitan 
city. 

For Our Nation and the World – Jordan
Jordan is an Arab kingdom in Western Asia, on the East Bank of the Jordan River. Jordan is 
strategically located at the crossroads of Asia, Africa and Europe. Its population is 9.5 million 
plus the current influx of Syrian and Iraqi refugees, estimated at more than one million. 
Note: Jordan held elections on Tuesday of this week.
• Pray for the country to remain stable and safe from episodes of terrorism that plague the 

region.
• Pray for Jordan’s Christian population that has shrunk because of birth rates and the influx 

of Muslim refugees. Pray that Christians in Jordan will cooperate across ecclesiastical 
boundaries.

• Pray for the Muslim majority that dreams and testimonies of Christian witness might           
present to them the Good News of Jesus.

• Pray for the millions of Palestinians (the majority population in Jordan), the Iraqi refugees, 
the Syrian refugees, the Bedouin nomads and the Dom gypsies

Missionary Prayer and Care groups meet monthly to pray for our mission partners in 
Europe, Asia and the Muslim world. Contact Carolyn Oakley (cdoakley1@gmail.com/
937-6564) to learn more.  NOTE: Beginning in October, the Muslim World Prayer and 
Care group will meet on the first Tuesday night of each month from 7-8:30 p.m. at the home 
of Laurie Chalifoux. 
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SENDING
God sends us into the world as his witnesses. 

  Song of Commission                              "Christ is Coming"       †
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 Commission                                                              From 1 Thessalonians 5:23-24                                                                                                                                         
Leader: May God himself, 

the God who makes everything holy and whole, 
make you holy and whole.
May he put you together—spirit, soul, and body—
and keep you fit for the coming of our Master, Jesus Christ.

Everyone: The One who calls us is faithful and he will do it.

 Benediction  
    

Postlude                  "Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven"                  Jeff Hummel            
11:15 a.m. service                                (Raymond Haan)                                                                                                         
                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
If you would like prayer for any reason, two elders are available at the front of the 
Sanctuary (by the lectern) after each service. We invite you to come forward for any 
prayer needs you may have.

SERVICE NOTES 

Today's flowers are given by Strick Smith in loving memory of her wonderful husband 
Frank Smith. 

Today's liturgists:  (8:45,11:15) Ed Satterfield,  (10:00) Becca Payne  

 †  

 †  
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NEWS & EVENTS

Volunteers needed for CARITAS: October 8-15
Join us to host families without a home during our CARITAS week.  We’ll serve them a meal 
where we can connect with them and share Christ’s love. Volunteers are needed to help prep 
and serve meals, do laundry, spend the night (and to serve a simple breakfast in the morning), 
and set up and break down. To sign up, visit thirdrva.org/events or contact Cecilia Elliott 
(denelliott@gmail.com).

Men’s Ministry Dinner – October 4, 6:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall
Join the men of Third for this dinner together, catered by Alfreda Beach. We are focusing 
this season on what it means to be a “band of brothers.” Justin Earley will be speaking 
to us about building covenant friendships. Sign up ($7): thirdrva.org/events. Questions? 
Contact Tom Barila (tomb@thirdrva.org). 

Beta Groups – Kicking off this Fall! 
Beta groups are six-week small groups that are designed especially for those who are 
new to our church, new to small groups, or interested in getting more involved and 
meeting people at Third. New groups are kicking off this October and November. 
Interested in signing up? Visit thirdrva.org/events. For questions, contact Beth Nichols 
(bethn@thirdrva.org). 

Needle’s Eye Luncheon with Brenda Burgess – September 29, Noon, 
Westwood Club
Our mission partner Needle’s Eye is hosting a luncheon with Brenda Burgess, Third 
member and former Executive Director of Virginia Women’s Center. Brenda will speak 
about thankfulness in the midst of facing (another) cancer diagnosis, and how it forced 
her to retire early from a job she loved. More info and sign-ups: needleseye.org. 
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NEWS & EVENTS

Immediate Help Needed! Van Driver for Arabic Tutoring Program
Can you drive?  Do you love children?  Arabic Homework Tutoring is in desperate 
need of a van driver on Wednesday evenings.  Without this, these children are not 
able to come for tutoring help.  It is just one stop and about 10 children.  
Contact: andi.redmond6@gmail.com

Explore God Discussion Groups Meeting This Week! 
     Today, join us either at 10:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall, or 11:15 a.m. at Shore  
     Dog Cafe across the street for our first Explore God discussion groups. 

     This Wednesday evening, enjoy a free simple meal and group discussion with 
     other men and women who are exploring recovery from an addiction, deep hurt, 
     persistent habit or dependency as we delve deeper into an exploration of “higher 
     power” through the Christian faith. We'll meet Wednesdays, 6:00 - 7:30 p.m., at 500 
     Forest Avenue. Childcare is provided next door. For childcare or questions, please 
     contact Mary Damon (389-1836) or Robin Lafon (839-0988). 

     This Friday morning, join other men in this Explore God discussion group at the 
     Martin's at the Village Shopping Center at 7:30 a.m.

Family Movie Night! "Queen of Katwe" Movie – Friday, Sept. 30, 7:00 p.m. 
Regal Short Pump
Phiona, the “Queen of Katwe,” a Ugandan slum, is a chess prodigy who was 
originally discovered by our missions partner, Sports Outreach Institute. In 2012, Third  
hosted Phiona in Richmond. Join us Friday to see the movie about her life. Buy tickets on 
Fandango or at the door. Read more and watch the trailer: queenofkatwe.com. 
Questions? Contact Tom Barila (tomb@thirdrva.org). 

Relationships in Peace Ministry
If you are experiencing a relationship impasse or need someone to walk beside you 
through a difficult relational situation or conflict, please contact us.  We’re here to help. 
Visit www.thirdrva.org/partners/relationships-in-peace.  For assistance: 
RelationshipsInPeace. thirdrva@gmail.com or call Margie Satterfield, (804) 819-0260. 
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SUNDAY MORNING FELLOWSHIP  
Come and join us for fellowship this morning! Weather permitting, we'll have Blanchard's 
coffee and snacks in the courtyard outside the Sanctuary between services, from 9:45 - 
11:30 a.m. 

SUNDAY ADULT DISCIPLESHIP CLASSES

Join us for our adult Sunday morning discipleship classes during the 10:00 a.m. 
worship hour. 

For more information on the classes below, visit: thirdrva.org/classes-and-fellowship, or 
pick up a copy of the Fall 2016 Brochure for Community, Discipleship and 
Mission. Questions? Contact Tom Barila (tomb@thirdrva.org).

Sermon Chat: Explore God 
Fellowship Hall

Forgiving and Reconciling:
Bridges to Wholeness and Hope
500 Forest Avenue, Room 109

Did Our Hearts Not Burn Within Us?
A Study of Luke
Room 213

A Study of Hebrews
Room 101

Where is God in the 
Business and Busyness of Life?
Room 217

Marriage Fellowship
Room 215

Orphans and the Gospel
Room 207
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STUDENT MINISTRY 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY - SUNDAY MORNING
DURING THE 10:00 A.M. SERVICE: 
We have resumed all of our children’s Sunday morning discipleship classes during the  
10:00 a.m. worship hour. 

Visit thirdrva.org/family-ministry-sunday-morning or pick up a copy of the Fall 
2016 Brochure for Community, Discipleship and Mission for information 
on where the classes will be. 

DURING 8:45 AND 11:15 A.M. SERVICES: 
Childcare is available for all children aged Kindergarten and younger. First grade and 
above attend worship with their parents. 

A Wiggle Room is available if you prefer to have your child with you but he or she 
is a little too active or noisy to be in the service. You'll be able to watch the service via 
streaming. The room is located near the Student Ministry area in Room 132. 

Please let us know if we can help familiarize you with all that is available at Third for 
your children. Contact Kathy White (kathyw@thirdrva.org) or Tracie Meadows  
(traciem@thirdrva.org). 
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Sunday morning student ministry 
Join us for food, solid teaching, and great people as we grow together in God’s word. 
 600 Forest Avenue, Student Ministry Area 
 10:00-11:00 a.m. for all students in 7th-12th grade. 

Sunday evening student ministry 
Join us from 7:00 – 8:30 p.m in the Fellowship Hall. 

Questions? Contact Rick (rickh@thirdrva.org) or Andrea (andreaw@thirdrva.org). 



WEDNESDAY EVENINGS AT THIRD
We host many different opportunities on Wednesday nights that include children's choir,  
worship practices, homework and ESL tutoring, group studies and much more! 

For the full list of offerings, visit thirdrva.org/wednesdays-at-third for more information, or 
pick up a copy of the Fall 2016 Brochure for Community, Discipleship and  
Mission. Questions? Contact Tom Barila (tomb@thirdrva.org).
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THIS WEEK AT THIRD
Sunday, September 25
8:00 a.m. Communion and Prayer – Room 101
8:45, 10:00, 11:15 a.m. Worship services – Sanctuary 
10:00 a.m. Baptism class for second time parents – Choir Room 

Monday, September 26
12:00 p.m. Christian Book Club – Bonhoeffer Room, 500 Forest Avenue 
5:45 p.m. Jobs for Life – Fellowship Hall
7:00 p.m. Asia Prayer Group meeting – at Judy Skove's home, 10809 N. Bank Rd., 
                 Richmond, VA 23238, 741-5441

Tuesday, September 27
9:00 a.m. Kingdom Knitters – Parlor 
9:00 a.m. Seasons women's group meeting – Room 132 
9:30 a.m. Women's Group, Priscilla Shirer's "Breathe" – Room 213
6:20 p.m. Session dinner – Kitchen, 500 Forest Ave. 
7:00 p.m. Session meeting – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue

Wednesday, September 28
6:00 p.m. SMILE meeting – Room 101  
6:00 - 6:30 p.m. Exploring God for the "Recovering Community" –  Kitchen, 500 Forest Ave. 
6:30 - 7:30 p.m. Exploring God for the "Recovering Community"– Multipurpose Room, 
                                                                                                               500 Forest Avenue
6:30 p.m. Alleluia choir rehearsal – Sanctuary  
6:30 p.m. Club 56 – Basement
6:30 p.m. Children's Choir (1st-4th grades) – Room 201
6:30 p.m. Refresh group meeting – Parlor 
6:45 p.m. Arabic student homework tutoring – Fellowship Hall and various classrooms 
6:45 p.m. English as a Second Language (ESL) for adults – Room 101 

Thursday, September 29
7:00 p.m. Choir rehearsal – Choir Room 
7:00 p.m. Worship team rehearsal – Sanctuary  
7:00 p.m. Needle’s Eye Young Professionals Grp. – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue

Friday, September 30
5:00 p.m. That Great Dance – Fellowship Hall 
5:00 p.m. Johann/Essex wedding rehearsal – Fellowship Hall 
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Welcome to Our Newcomers Class, Fall 2016.  

Mary Antcliff 

Brian & Julia 
Burke 

Ann & Boyd 
Brown 

Brandon Carter

Abby & Brian 
Fishero 

Rich & Bradley 
Crawford  

Keith & Anna 
Henderson 

John & Amy 
Grigg

Kyle & Jean
Fuschetti

Josh & Erica 
Babcock 

Josh & Katie 
Bishop 

Barbara & Tom 
Corry 

Jeanette Jeffer  Bill & Nancy 
Payne

David & Marge 
Paradis 

Juan & Silvia 
Ledon 

Elizabeth & Ben 
Rand 

Kyle & Emily 
Sherman 
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A Covenant Order 
of Evangelical Presbyterians

Third Church 
804-282-4645  
500 Forest Ave.
Richmond, VA 23229
www.thirdrva.org 

LEARN MORE ABOUT THIRD
Welcome to Third! We’re so glad you’re here. We’d love to get to know you and for you to 
learn more about our community. We have a couple opportunities for you to connect with us 
and help you find out more about Third.
• Sign up for emails: thirdrva.org/signup 
• Pick up Third Press: our monthly newsletter can be found around the church. 
• Follow us on Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram: @thirdrva

SUNDAY MORNINGS AT THIRD
If you need help or have any questions at any point on a Sunday morning, look for 
individuals wearing carnations or yellow name badges. They’re here to help answer 
questions, find you seats, and guide you around our building.  

Sanctuary

Fellowship
Hall

Forest Ave

Playground

Classrooms
(Upstairs

& Downstairs)

Worship
Services

Rm 101

Parlor

Student Ministry Area

Courtyard


