
Sunday | October 30, 2016

“Let us know that to encounter crisis is to encounter the possibility of truly 
being the church. The Japanese character for ‘crisis’ is a combination 

of the characters for ‘danger’ and ‘opportunity’; crisis is therefore 
not the end of opportunity but in reality only its beginning, 

the point where danger and opportunity meet, where the future 
is in the balance and where events can go either way.” 

David Bosch

Third 
 CHURCH





Welcome! 
Bienvenido! 

We’re glad you’ve chosen to worship at Third! 
We look forward to meeting and getting to know you.

Third Church exists to spread the gospel and seek 
the Shalom of metro Richmond and the world through 

a movement of communities and congregations, 
welcoming people of all cultures to the glory of Jesus Christ. 
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GATHERING                   
God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
Prelude                                              "Be Still, My Soul"                                    Churchestra 
                                                                 (arr. Kirkland)                                                                             

Welcome and Announcements  

Preparation                                                                                            From Psalm 124:8
Leader: Our help is in the name of the Lord,
People: Who made heaven and earth.

Let’s quiet our hearts in silent preparation for worship.

Call to Worship                                                                                       From Isaiah 40 

Opening Prayer   
  Songs of Praise           "I Sing the Mighty Power of God"        #52 in the Hymnal 
                                                    "This Is Amazing Grace"                                       

                                       (See music on following pages) 

 The cross indicates standing, as you are able.  †

 †    

Leader: See, the Sovereign Lord comes with power,
And his arm rules for him.
See, his reward is with him,
And his recompense accompanies him.

People: He tends his flock like a shepherd;
He gathers the lambs in his arms
And carries them close to his heart;
He gently leads those who have young.

Leader: Even youths grow tired and weary,
And young men stumble and fall;

People: But those who hope in the Lord
Will renew their strength!

 †    



I SING THE MIGHTY POWER OF GOD 
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I sing the mighty power of God that made the mountains rise,
That spread the flowing seas abroad and built the lofty skies.
I sing the wisdom that ordained the sun to rule by day;
The moon shines full at his command and all the stars obey. 

I sing the goodness of the Lord that filled the earth with food;
He formed the creatures with his word and then pronounced them good.
Lord, how your wonders are displayed where'er I turn my eye,
If I survey the ground I tread or gaze upon the sky! 

There's not a plant or flower below but makes your glories known;
And clouds arise and tempests blow by order from your throne;
While all that borrows life from you is ever in your care, 
And everywhere that I may be, you, God, are present there. 



THIS IS AMAZING GRACE 
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CONFESSING 
God invites us to be honest with him about ourselves.            

Prayer of Confession 

Everyone:   Jesus Lord, in your mercy,
  By your holy life that heals us,
  By your holy death that saves us,
  By your Holy Spirit with us,
  Come to cleanse these sinners that we are.
  Set us free to obey you;
  Make us clear to stand before you;
  Then, for your mercy, we will praise you. Amen.

Silent Confession

Words of Comfort                                                                          From 1 John 1:9-2:2
Leader: If we confess our sins…

People: He is faithful and just
and will forgive us our sins 
and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

Leader: If we claim we have not sinned…

People: We make him out to be a liar 
and his word has no place in our lives. 

Leader: My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin.

People: But if anybody does sin, 
we have one who speaks to the Father in our defense—
Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 

Leader: He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, 
and not only for ours 
but also for the sins of the whole world.  

People: Thanks be to God! 

   Greeting of Peace  †          
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THANKSGIVING
We respond to God’s word.                                                                                                

Our Offerings
Pray for Young Lives, a branch of Young Life which reaches out with the gospel and 
Christ’s love to pregnant and parenting teen moms and their children.

Offertory                                               Stewardship Presentation: 2017 Missions Update  
                                 (See page 17)
                                                                          

  Doxology 
   Please stand as we sing to the Lord. 

        Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here 
        below; praise him above, ye heavenly host: praise Father, Son and  
        Holy Ghost. Amen.    

 †          
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PROCLAIMING
God speaks to us through his word.          

Prayer of Illumination 

Scripture Reading                                                                                          Acts 1:6-8                                                                              

6 Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to 
restore the kingdom to Israel?”

7 He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his 
own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you 
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 
earth.”

Leader:     This is the word of the Lord.
People:   Thanks be to God! 



Message:  

Just Like the Book of Acts 
+ Sasan Tavassoli +

  
Notes:
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RESPONDING
We respond to God’s word. 
       

    Hymn of Response                   "Build Your Kingdom Here"

                                                                     
        

 †

              Continued ... 
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Prayers of the People and The Lord's Prayer 
  
Today we join together to pray for the global church, especially in parts of the world 
like Iran where brothers and sisters in Christ continue to be persecuted. Below is a 
prayer from Bishop Hassan Dehqani-Tafti, the Anglican Bishop of Iran from 1961-
1990. In May 1980, Bishop Dehqani-Tafti’s 24-year-old son was murdered by 
Iranian government agents. This was part of the bishop's prayer after his son’s death.

“O God, the terrible fire of this calamity burns up all selfishness and possessiveness 
in us; its flame reveals the depth of depravity and meanness and suspicion,
the dimension of hatred and the measure of sinfulness in human nature;
it makes obvious as never before our need to trust in God’s love as shown in the 
cross of Jesus and his resurrection:
love which makes us free from hate towards our persecutors;
love which brings patience, forbearance, courage, loyalty, humility, generosity, 
greatness of heart;
love which more than ever deepens our trust in God’s final victory
and his eternal designs for the Church and for the world;
love which teaches us how to prepare ourselves for our own day of death.”

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory for ever. Amen. 
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Prayer Needs
For Health
Corrine Boyd, Loma Shafer, Missy Deregibus, Jack Schilthuis, Katie Payne, Allen Lawrence, 
Jerry Ramsey, Betty Cox, Charles Ellison, Dru Fitch, Mark Koontz, Margaret Leith, Dabney 
Harvey, Lou Hanscom, Carol Holt

For Comfort 
Deaths – Percy Strickland (father, 10/24), Patrick L. Wallace (father, 10/16), Dania Luby 
(father, 10/8), Wade Perkins, Sally Tate, Emily Schindler (father, grandfather, 9/25), Jeff 
Rebman (sister, 8/30), Lillian Hazelton (father, 7/21), Amy and Sarah Helweg (husband 
and father, 7/20)

For Metro Richmond 
We pray for public, non-profit and religious social service work and ministries in metropolitan 
Richmond: for advocates who fight for the rights of persons who cannot fight for themselves.   

For Our Nation and the World – Iran
Iran is the largest Shi’a Muslim nation in the world, with about 79 million people. It is located 
strategically in the Middle East, surrounded by Iraq, Turkey, Afghanistan, Pakistan and the 
Persian Gulf. Since 1979 it has been a theocentric Islamic republic ruled by the Ayatollah. 
Iran has been in the international spotlight related to the nuclear arms treaty and the recent 
lifting of the Western embargo.

• Pray for moderate reformists (President Rouhani) to gain power versus the hard-line    
conservatives (Ayatollah Khamenei).

• Pray for indigenous churches and Muslim background Christians. Iran has one of the 
fastest growing underground churches in the world with perhaps as many as one million 
believers.

• Pray for Christians who suffer persecution and oppression. Pray for discipleship among 
those in the house church movement. Christians from house churches continue to be  
arrested on a regular basis. Please pray for their protection and wisdom for believers to 
know how to continue their ministry in that context.

• Pray for innovative ministries reaching Iranians that make use of the internet, satellite TV 
and remote training centers.

• Pray for diaspora Iranians who are turning to Christ in the West (many Iranian-Americans 
are living in Los Angeles and in the Washington, DC area).

Missionary Prayer and Care groups meet monthly to pray for our mission partners in 
Europe, Asia and the Muslim world. Contact Carolyn Oakley (cdoakley1@gmail.com/
937-6564) to learn more.  
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SENDING
God sends us into the world as his witnesses. 

  Song of Commission          "A Mighty Fortress Is Our God"      #43 in the Hymnal       

A mighty fortress is our God, a bulwark never failing; 
Our helper he, amid the flood of mortal ills prevailing. 
For still our ancient foe doth seek to work us woe; 
His craft and power are great, and, armed with cruel hate, 
On earth is not his equal. 

Did we in our own strength confide, our striving would be losing, 
Were not the right man on our side, the man of God's own choosing. 
Dost ask who that may be? Christ Jesus, it is he; 
Lord Sabaoth his name, from age to age the same, 
And he must win the battle. 

And though this world, with devils filled, should threaten to undo us, 
We will not fear, for God hath willed his truth to triumph through us. 
The Prince of Darkness grim, we tremble not for him; 
His rage we can endure, for lo, his doom is sure; 
One little word shall fell him. 

That word above all earthly powers, no thanks to them, abideth; 
The Spirit and the gifts are ours thro' him who with us sideth. 
Let goods and kindred go, this mortal life also; 
The body they may kill: God's truth abideth still; 
His kingdom is forever. 

 †  
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Commission                                                                             
Leader: Glory to God the Father, God the Son,

And God the Holy Spirit, three in One.
From age to age let saints his name adore,
His power and love proclaim from shore to shore,
And spread his fame, 'til time shall be no more.

Everyone: Amen!

Benediction
    

Postlude                                      "Fairest Lord Jesus"                               Churchestra                                                                              
11:15 a.m. service                                       (arr. Kirkland)                                                                                                              
                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
If you would like prayer for any reason, two elders are available at the front of the Sanctuary 
(by the lectern) after each service. We invite you to come forward for any prayer needs you 
may have.

SERVICE NOTES 
Today we welcome Sasan Tavassoli from Iran. Sasan is a former Shi’ite Muslim from 
Iran. In 1985, he came to faith in Christ as the result of the ministry of a group of American 
missionaries while living in Portugal. He has devoted his life to building up the body of 
Christ among Iranians through a ministry of teaching that is carried out in three 
overlapping circles of work. The first is ministry with Iranian Christians, both inside and 
outside of Iran. The second is a satellite teaching ministry focused on Iranian believers. 
The third is ministry with non-Iranian Christians who wish to engage in effective witness 
among Muslims. He is an ordained minister of the Covenant Order of Evangelical 
Presbyterians (ECO). Sasan is married to Kenna. They have two children, Karisa and 
Kalen, and make their home in Atlanta, Georgia. Since 2007, Sasan has been on the 
staff at The Outreach Foundation and serves as a missionary among Iranians in Iran and 
among the Diaspora.

Today's flowers are given in honor of our mission partner Young Lives, a branch of 
Young Life which reaches out with the gospel and Christ’s love to pregnant and parenting 
teen moms and their children.

Today's liturgist: Becca Payne

 †  

 †  
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Missions at Third: 2017 Budget Update 

Since its beginning, Third Church has been committed to God’s mission of reaching 
people with the Gospel throughout the world.  This year, Third is giving 28% of its total 
budget to 75 mission partners both in metro Richmond and throughout the world.

In 2017, Third plans to increase its missions giving by 16% to a total of 
$930,000.  While seeking to deepen our relationship with existing partners, we’ll 
also be adding new partners, particularly partners and initiatives that plant new 
churches and strengthen indigenous church leadership in developing nations.

Missions at Third is much more than providing financial support to our mission 
partners.  As a missional church, Third Church emphasizes the importance of its own 
members reaching out to neighbors, the community, and the world.  We do this 
through such things as our partnerships in Church Hill and Gilpin Court, the Arabic 
student tutoring, Jobs for Life, campus ministries, missionary prayer and care groups, 
and annual mission trips that deepen our involvement in the needs of the world for 
Christ.

Third has also been pioneering the Antioch Church Planting Residency 
Program, a means by which church planters are trained in cross-cultural ministry and 
supported in the planting of a new church in the Richmond area. This is yet another 
way that Third Church reaches beyond its walls to spread the shalom of God 
throughout metro Richmond.

With L J Jaworski having joined Third as Missions Pastor this year, we’re excited to be 
exploring new ways to deepen our relationships with our mission partners and to 
provide opportunities for more people at Third to engage in God’s mission for 
reaching the world.
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NEWS & EVENTS

Men’s Ministry: Monthly Dinner — Tuesday, November 1, 6:00 p.m. 
Join us for this month’s men’s dinner! This season, we are focusing on what it means to 
be a “band of brothers.” That is, the biblical mandate and importance of deep, spiritual 
friendships that help you to live a gospel-centered life in a broken world. Andrew 
Fuller will be speaking. Sign up ($5): thirdrva.org/events. Questions? Contact Tom Barila 
(tomb@thirdrva.org). 

Daylight Savings Time Ends – Fall Back Next Sunday, November 6!
Don’t forget! Daylight Savings Time ends next Sunday, November 6. Set your clocks 
back an hour, and we’ll see you at our regularly scheduled service times. 

Parent Forum – Wednesday, November 16, Sanctuary, 6:30 p.m.
Our children are being exposed to internet pornography at a young age.  How can we 
speak to them about this and help them navigate the internet safely?  At this forum on 
the topic of Sex and Sexuality and the Internet, panelists will answer questions and offer 
guidance. Panelists include:  Rick Hutton, Associate Pastor for Student Ministry; Alec 
Kean, Licensed Professional Counselor; Charles Teixeira, X3Groups Leader at XXXChurch; 
and Lori Welander, Apple Trainer. Questions? Contact Tracie Meadows
(traciew@thirdrva.org).

Paul Miller Prayer Conference – Saturday, November 19, 9 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Paul Miller, author of A Praying Life, will be with us to host a day-long conference. He 
will set the foundation for what a life marked by prayer looks like, as well as give practical 
steps to living every day in communion with the Father. Learn more and register: thirdrva.
org/events. Questions? Contact Tom Barila (tomb@thirdrva.org).

Makers Series: Undone – Friday, November 18, 7:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall
Join us for the next installment of the Makers series, where artists share their work and 
experiences through this month’s theme of Undone. Visual artist Sarah Irvin, writer and 
teacher Paul Miller, and producer/composer Isaac Wardell, will share about creating 
work that reflects the profoundly unfinished physical, social, and spiritual places in which 
they have found themselves. More info: thirdrva.org/events. Questions? Contact Mark 
Sprinkle (marks@thirdrva.org).
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NEWS & EVENTS

New Adult Discipleship Class – Starting November 6! 
Christians have used a variety of reading strategies to interpret and apply Scripture for 
their time and place. The purpose of this class—led by Nan and Boyd Clarke—is to 
develop a reading strategy that is both faithful to the Book and applicable to the 
complexity of our 21st century lives. Join us starting November 6 in the Fellowship Hall, 
Sundays at 10:00 a.m. More info: thirdrva.org/classes-and-fellowship, or contact Tom 
Barila (tomb@thirdrva.org). 

Playgroup and Mommy and Me Gatherings – Meet Up This Week!  
Come join other parents with children for our Playgroup and Infant Mommy and Me 
gatherings on the following dates: November 4 and 18; December 2 and 16.  We’ll 
meet on the playground at 10:00 a.m. if it’s sunny, or in the Little Lambs 
room if it’s rainy. Invite friends! Questions? Contact Kathy White (kathyw@thirdrva.org). 

Sign Up Today! Annual Women’s Conference: Risky Faith – 
November 4 and 5, Third Church
This year, we welcome Susan Yates, speaker and author of thirteen books. She will share 
about her book Risky Faith, and help us gain a new perspective for walking in the 
confidence of a God who is bigger than the challenges we face. Registration closes 
today, October 30. Sign up: thirdrva.org/women. Questions? Contact Beth Nichols 
(bethn@thirdrva.org).  
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SUNDAY MORNING FELLOWSHIP  
Come and join us for fellowship this morning! Weather permitting, we'll have Blanchard's 
coffee and snacks in the courtyard outside the Sanctuary between services, from 9:45 - 
11:30 a.m. 

SUNDAY ADULT DISCIPLESHIP CLASSES

Join us for our adult Sunday morning discipleship classes during the 10:00 a.m. 
worship hour. 

For more information on the classes below, visit: thirdrva.org/classes-and-fellowship, or 
pick up a copy of the Fall 2016 Brochure for Community, Discipleship and 
Mission. Questions? Contact Tom Barila (tomb@thirdrva.org).

Sermon Chat: Explore God 
Fellowship Hall

Forgiving and Reconciling:
Bridges to Wholeness and Hope
500 Forest Avenue, Room 109

Did Our Hearts Not Burn Within Us?
A Study of Luke
Room 213

A Study of Hebrews
Room 101

Where is God in the 
Business and Busyness of Life?
Room 217

Marriage Fellowship
Room 215

Orphans and the Gospel
Room 207

Can We Talk: 
How Does an Ancient Book 
Guide Modern Life?
Fellowship Hall
Starting November 6



STUDENT MINISTRY 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY - SUNDAY MORNING
DURING THE 10:00 A.M. SERVICE: 
All of our children’s Sunday morning discipleship classes take place during the 
10:00 a.m. worship hour. 

Visit thirdrva.org/family-ministry-sunday-morning or pick up a copy of the Fall 
2016 Brochure for Community, Discipleship and Mission for information 
on where the classes will be. 

DURING 8:45 AND 11:15 A.M. SERVICES: 
Childcare is available for all children aged Kindergarten and younger. First grade and 
above attend worship with their parents. 

A Wiggle Room is available if you prefer to have your child with you but he or she 
is a little too active or noisy to be in the service. You'll be able to watch the service via 
streaming. The room is located near the Student Ministry area in Room 132. 

Please let us know if we can help familiarize you with all that is available at Third for 
your children. Contact Kathy White (kathyw@thirdrva.org) or Tracie Meadows  
(traciem@thirdrva.org). 

Sunday morning student ministry 
Join us for food, solid teaching, and great people as we grow together in God’s word. 
 600 Forest Avenue, Student Ministry Area 
 10:00-11:00 a.m. for all students in 7th-12th grade. 

Sunday evening student ministry 
Join us from 7:00 – 8:30 p.m in the Fellowship Hall. 

Questions? Contact Rick (rickh@thirdrva.org) or Andrea (andreaw@thirdrva.org). 

21



THIS WEEK AT THIRD

Sunday, October 30
8:00 a.m. Communion and Prayer – Room 101
8:45, 10:00, 11:15 a.m. Worship services – Sanctuary 
12:30 p.m. Summer's Best Two Weeks review – Room 101 

Monday, October 31
5:45 p.m. Jobs for Life – Fellowship Hall

Tuesday, November 1
9:30 a.m. Women's Group, Priscilla Shirer's "Breathe" – Room 213
11:45 a.m. Helping Hands – Room 217 
6:00 p.m. Men's Bi-Monthly Dinner – Fellowship Hall 

Wednesday, November 2
5:45 p.m. Club 56 dinner – Fellowship Hall
6:45 p.m. Alleluia choir rehearsal – Sanctuary  
6:30 p.m. Children's Choir (1st-4th grades) – Room 201
6:30 p.m. Club 56 weekly meeting – Basement
6:45 p.m. Arabic student homework tutoring – Fellowship Hall and various classrooms 
6:45 p.m. English as a Second Language (ESL) for adults – Room 101 

Thursday, November 3
10:00 a.m. Seasons Women's Group – Room 132
7:00 p.m. Choir rehearsal – Choir Room 
7:00 p.m. Worship team rehearsal – Sanctuary  
7:00 p.m. Needle’s Eye Young Professionals Grp. – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue

Friday, November 4
10:00 a.m. Mommy and Me play groups – Rooms 109, 102, 103 and playground
12:00 p.m. Day by Dayers – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue
6:30 p.m. Healing Prayer Rooms – Student ministry area 
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A Covenant Order 
of Evangelical Presbyterians

Third Church 
804-282-4645  
500 Forest Ave.
Richmond, VA 23229
www.thirdrva.org 

LEARN MORE ABOUT THIRD
Welcome to Third! We’re so glad you’re here. We’d love to get to know you and for you to 
learn more about our community. We have a couple opportunities for you to connect with us 
and help you find out more about Third.
• Sign up for emails: thirdrva.org/signup 
• Pick up Third Press: our monthly newsletter can be found around the church. 
• Follow us on Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram: @thirdrva
• Join us for the next Welcome Coffee. Start hear to learn more about Third. Sunday, 

Nov. 20, 9:45 a.m. in the Parlor. 

SUNDAY MORNINGS AT THIRD
If you need help or have any questions at any point on a Sunday morning, look for 


