
Sunday | October 22, 2017
THE BRIDE

Behold, the Bridegroom cometh:—go ye out 
With lighted lamps and garlands round about 
To meet Him in a rapture with a shout. 
 
It may be at the midnight black as pitch 
Earth shall cast up her poor, cast up her rich.         
 
It may be at the crowing of the cock 
Earth shall upheave her depth, uproot her rock. 
 
For lo, the Bridegroom fetcheth home the Bride: 
His Hands are Hands she knows, she knows His Side.

                                       Christina Rossetti (1830-1894)



Welcome! 
¡Bienvenido! 

We’re glad you’ve chosen to worship at Third! 
We look forward to meeting and getting to know you.
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Called together for the renewal of all things 
through Jesus Christ. 



Sanctuary Decorations 

Ordinary Time 2017 

As followers of Jesus, we “tell time differently” with a calendar shaped by the story of 
God’s works of salvation and renewal.  Not only do we mark the seasons of the 
Christian year through the readings and music in our worship service, we also use colors 
and textures to enrich our space and experience of worship.

We have spent the half year from Advent to Pentecost walking through the whole story of 
Jesus. Trinity Sunday begins the six-month period of Ordinary Time when we remember 
the story of God’s people as told throughout the Old and New Testaments. In Ordinary 
Time we are reminded that we are part of a great community of believers throughout time 
and history that has been called together to bear witness to God’s promises and presence 
in the world, finally fulfilled in Jesus and his kingdom.  The color of this season is green, 
representing the way God is at work sustaining even the small, ordinary rhythms we 
experience year by year in his creation, and the way God is calling and empowering his 
Church to join in the work of renewing all things. 
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GATHERING                   
God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
Prelude                                     "O Worship the King"                                  Jeff Hummel  
                                                            (Paul Laubengayer)           
                                                                                                 
Welcome and Announcements  

Preparation for Worship                                                             From Habakkuk 2:20                                            
Leader:    The Lord is in his holy temple; let all the earth be silent before him. 
People:  Amen.

Let’s quiet our hearts in silent preparation for worship.
 

    Call to Worship                                                                      From Isaiah 61:10-11                                                                                       

Leader: We delight greatly in the Lord;

People: Our soul rejoices in our God.

Leader: For he has clothed us with garments of salvation
and arrayed us in a robe of his righteousness,

People: As a bridegroom adorns his head like a priest,
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.

Leader: For as the soil makes the sprout come up and a garden causes seeds 
to grow,

People: So the Sovereign Lord will make righteousness
and praise spring up before all nations.

                    
Prayer of Adoration

   Songs of Praise                                   "Let It Rise"        
                                                  "The Church's One Foundation"        #689 in the Hymnal 

              "God With Us" 
                                                                                                (See music on following pages)                                                           
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 †  The cross indicates standing, as you are able. 
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 †          



LET IT RISE 
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THE CHURCH'S ONE FOUNDATION

The Church’s one foundation is Jesus Christ her Lord;
She is his new creation, by water and the word:
From heaven he came and sought her to be his holy bride;
With his own blood he bought her, and for her life he died.

Elect from every nation, yet one o’er all the earth,
Her charter of salvation: one Lord, one faith, one birth:
One holy name she blesses, partakes one holy food,
And to one hope she presses with every grace endued.
 
Though with a scornful wonder we see her sore oppressed, 
By schisms rent asunder, by heresies distressed:
Yet saints their watch are keeping, their cry goes up, “How long?”
And soon the night of weeping shall be the morn of song. 

‘Mid toil and tribulation, and tumult of her war,
She waits the consummation of peace forevermore.
Till with the vision glorious her longing eyes are blest,
And the great Church victorious shall be the Church at rest.

Yet she on earth hath union with God, the Three in One,
And mystic sweet communion with those whose rest is won:
O happy ones and holy! Lord, give us grace that we,
Like them, the meek and lowly, on high may dwell with thee.
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GOD WITH US 



CONFESSING 
God invites us to be honest with him about ourselves. 
                 
Prayer of Confession        

Everyone: Most merciful God, 
  we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 
  word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we 
  have left undone. 
  We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
  we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
  have mercy on us and forgive us, 
  that we may delight in your will, 
  and walk in your ways 
  to the glory of your Name. Amen.
                                                               
Silent Confession 

    Words of Comfort                                                                  From 1 John 4:10-11

Leader: This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as 
an atoning sacrifice for our sins.

People: Thanks be to God!
Leader: Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.

   

    Greeting of Peace   

    As a new spiritual family reconciled to one another through Christ, offer to one 
        another a sign of peace: a handshake, a hug, or even just a smile. You could say 
        something simple like “Peace be with you,” or just simply, “Peace.”
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THANKSGIVING  
Our Offerings
Pray for the Richmond Christian Leadership Initiative (RCLI) and Executive Director 
Tim Holtz as they seek to train young leaders to address the issues of the city from a 
Christ-centered perspective.

Offertory                          "We Are Your Church, O Christ"                 Sanctuary Choir               
                                                             (Williams/Martin)

We are your church, O Christ; you are the sure foundation.
We are your church, O Christ, drawn to your wounded side.
We are your chosen bride.  
We live in you alone and in your heart we find our home.
Grace is our miracle.  We are your church, O Christ.

We are your church, O Christ, from every land and nation.
We are your church, O Christ.  You are the truth and life, 
God's perfect sacrifice.  
We trust in you alone and in your heart we find our home.
Grace is our miracle. We are your church, O Christ.

We are your church, O Christ.  You are the Cornerstone.
We are your church, O Christ.  You are the Living Word; 
We trust in you alone.
Lord, you are faithful, our wondrous Savior.
Your name is holy and worthy of our praise.

We are your church, O Christ, one holy congregation.
We are your church, O Christ, united in our praise!
We are one in your embrace.  
We live in you alone and in your heart we find our home.
Grace is our miracle. We are your church, O Christ!

    Doxology 
     Please stand as we sing to the Lord. 

         Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here 
         below; praise him above, ye heavenly host:  praise Father, Son and 
         Holy Ghost. Amen.

 †          
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PROCLAIMING
God speaks to us through his word.          

Scripture Readings                                                                                    Isaiah 62:1-5

1   For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, for Jerusalem’s sake I will not remain quiet,
    till her vindication shines out like the dawn, her salvation like a blazing torch.
2   The nations will see your vindication, and all kings your glory; you will be called by 
    a new name that the mouth of the Lord will bestow.
3   You will be a crown of splendor in the Lord’s hand, a royal diadem in the hand of 
    your God.
4   No longer will they call you Deserted, or name your land Desolate. But you will be 
    called Hephzibah, and your land Beulah; for the Lord will take delight in you, and 
    your land will be married.
5   As a young man marries a young woman, so will your Builder marry you; as a 
    bridegroom rejoices over his bride, so will your God rejoice over you.

                                                 Revelation 19:7-9; 22:17    

7  "Let us rejoice and be glad and give him glory! For the wedding of the Lamb has come,
   and his bride has made herself ready. 8 Fine linen, bright and clean, was given her to 
   wear.”
   (Fine linen stands for the righteous acts of God’s holy people.)
9 Then the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the wedding   
   supper of the Lamb!” And he added, “These are the true words of God.”         

17 The Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let him who hears say, “Come!” Whoever 
is thirsty, let him come; and whoever wishes, let him take the free gift of the water of life.   
                                                 

Leader:     This is the word of the Lord.
People:   Thanks be to God!   
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 Message: 
The Bride 

+ Corey Widmer +
  

Notes:

________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
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RESPONDING
We respond to God’s word. 

      Song of Response                    "The Spirit and the Bride Say, 'Come'" 

For all the thirsty in need of the river, 
For all the sleeping hearts waking from their slumber,
For everyone still standing at the shoreline, come.
 
For all the hurting souls running from their healer, 
For all the skeptics running from an answer,
Let everyone who hears these words, say, “Come.”
 
Chorus 
For the Spirit and the Bride say, “Come.”
Yeah, the Spirit and the Bride say, “Come.”
 
For all the Pharisees empty on the inside, 
For all the lovers who spent their love on a lie,
For the forgotten, the Father's heart says, “Come.”
 
For all the fatherless looking for approval, 
For all the daughters who've never heard they're beautiful,
Let everyone who hears these words say, “Come.”
 
Amen, amen. Come, Lord Jesus, come again! 
Until then, until then, grace and peace be ours, amen.

Words and Music: Leeland Mooring, Matt Maher & Robbie Seay
© 2011 Birdwing Music, Meaux Mercy, Thankyou Music, The Devil Is A Liar! Publishing, Valley Of Songs Music; 
CCLI License # 706798

 †          
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Prayers of the People                                                                          

Leader: Lord Jesus, you are the bridegroom and we are the bride. Grant us power 
from your Spirit to live this week as your beloved ones, striving for pure 
devotion and fidelity to your grace, and welcoming our neighbors to the 
coming feast.
Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer. 
Leader: Heavenly Father, the nations are in uproar and kingdoms rise and fall. Lift up 

your voice and pour out your Spirit, that all would turn to you in faith, and 
justice and peace would overflow.
Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer.
Leader: Spirit of life and comfort, come near to us. Heal the sick, raise up the 

downtrodden, free the captive, protect the endangered, and give hope to 
the hopeless.
Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer.

The Lord's Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory for ever. Amen. 

                                                                        



Prayer Needs

For Health
Nick Jeffer, Elaine Turner, Judy Clough, Nancy Taulbee, Gina Maio, John Robertson, 
Brad Bishop, Cheryl Richardson, Evi Burgin, Greyson Tate, Carole Macomber, Julie 
Walden, Amy Boyd, Jerry Ramsey, Charles Ellison, Lou Hanscom 

For Comfort 
Deaths – Dave Beckman (father, 10/11), Eli Cox (mother, 10/8), Martha Schilthuis 
(husband Jack, 10/4), Rick Darby (stepmother, 10/2), Amy Whitaker (mother, 10/1), 
Mike Lohr (father, 8/20), Robert Luck (grandfather)

For Metro Richmond 
We pray for public, non-profit and religious social service work and ministries in 
metropolitan Richmond: for emergency shelters, women's shelters, clinics and feeding 
programs; for recreation programs, youth programs, juvenile counseling and young 
people's shelters. 

Missionary Prayer and Care groups meet monthly to pray for our mission partners 
in Europe, Asia and the Muslim world. Contact Carolyn Oakley (cdoakley1@gmail.com/
937-6564) to learn more. 
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SENDING
God sends us into the world as his witnesses. 

   Song of Commission                 "Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty!"                  
                 #2 in the Hymnal 

Holy, holy, holy!  Lord God Almighty!
Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee.
Holy, holy, holy!  Merciful and mighty!
God in three Persons, blessed Trinity!

Holy, holy, holy!  All the saints adore thee,
Casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea;
Cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee,
Which wert and art, and evermore shalt be.

Holy, holy, holy!  though the darkness hide thee,
Though the eye of sinful flesh thy glory may not see,
Only thou art holy; there is none beside thee,
Perfect in power, in love and purity.

Holy, holy, holy!  Lord God Almighty!
All thy works shall praise thy name in earth and sky and sea;
Holy, holy, holy!  Merciful and mighty!
God in three Persons, blessed Trinity!

 †          
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   Commission                                                                               From Revelation 22
                                   

Leader: Behold! Jesus is coming soon to judge the earth with righteousness 
and truth.

People: He is the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the
beginning and the end.

Leader: The Spirit and the bride say, “Come.”

People: And let the one who hears say, “Come,” and let the one who is 
thirsty come;

Leader: Let the one who desires take the water of life without price.

People: Jesus is coming soon. Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!
 

   Benediction                                                       

Postlude                                                 "Cortege"                                           Jeff Hummel 
                                                                (Gordon Young)                                                                                                       

                             

SERVICE NOTES 
Today's flowers are given in honor of our mission partner the Richmond Christian 
Leadership Initiative (RCLI) and Executive Director Tim Holtz as they seek to train young 
leaders to address the issues of the city from a Christ-centered perspective.

 †   

 †   
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2017 Stewardship Season

“And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all
that you need, you will abound in every good work.” 2 Corinthians 9:8

We believe the local church is one of God’s great vessels of hope for the world. Through 
the local church, the gospel is proclaimed, community is formed, individuals grow and the 
kingdom is embodied.

To that end, every year we look at what it will cost us in the coming year to live as the 
particular local church God has called us to be. The staff, working with the members of 
the Budget and Stewardship Committee, have carefully projected our budget for the 
coming year and want to share it with you in preparation for Faith Commitment Sunday 
on November 5. It is the preliminary, proposed budget for 2018 and awaits approval by 
the Session. 

Together on November 5 we will express our commitment of faith in pledging our 
financial resources to God through the work of this local church. Our pledges help us 
determine the accuracy of the budget and ensure our financial commitments to our 80+ 
mission partners in Richmond and around the world.

On Faith Commitment Sunday, we as the family of Third offer to God our financial faith 
commitments to his church for the coming year and pray for the Spirit and power of God 
to use our gifts to bring a harvest for his kingdom.
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2018 PROPOSED THIRD CHURCH BUDGET
Giving Budget of $3.83M

“But since you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in 
complete earnestness and in the love we have kindled in you—

see that you also excel in this grace of giving.” 
2 Corinthians 8:7

Personnel

Pastoral & 
Ministries

Operations

Missions

Debt
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NEWS & EVENTS
Makers Series: Welcome – Friday, October 27, 7:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall
Join us in the Fellowship Hall on Friday evening, October 27, for the next installment of 
the Makers Series, an evening focused on the arts as a form of welcome, as well as the 
people who welcome others into creative life. Learn about this event and the makers 
joining us at thirdrva.org/events. 

Fall Women’s Conference – Saturday, November 4, 9:00 – 2:00 p.m., 
University of Richmond Jepson Center
Looking to meet other women at Third? Join us for the Women’s Fall Conference. This 
year’s speaker will be Laurie Polich Short, author Finding Faith in the Dark. We’ll hear 
from Laurie on how broadening our vision reveals our bigger purpose and draws us 
closer to God. Registration deadline is  October 27. Learn more and sign up today: 
thirdrva.org/events. 

Connect With College Students!
This fall, we're welcoming many new young adults and college students to Third. These 
folks are eager to connect and are seeking authentic relationships and honest and faithful 
guidance to walk through the many opportunities and challenges in their lives. Interested 
in learning more and getting connected with a student? Contact Phillip Yelverton 
(phillipy@thirdrva.org).  

Next Week! CARITAS: Volunteers Needed: October 28 – November 4
Join us as we host families without a home each night for the week of October 28 - 
November 4. We will serve a meal each night where we will have the opportunity to 
connect with them and share Christ’s love. We need volunteers to help with serving and 
preparing meals, doing laundry, spending the night, and helping set up and break down. 
Learn more and sign up to help at: thirdrva.org/events. 



NEWS & EVENTS
Hiring at Third: Database Administrator and Administrative Assistant
Third is seeking a full-time administrative assistant to support our new Pastor of 
Discipleship and Parish Ministry Derek Mondeau. This individual will assist the pastor in 
communication, scheduling, and organizing for the parish ministry, and will also be an 
expert in our database Shelby Next, establishing protocols and standards for its use and 
training other staff and volunteer users. For more info and to apply, visit: thirdrva.org/
open-ministry-positions. 

Needle's Eye Conference: Reclaiming Faith, Hope, and Love at Work – 
November 17-18, Bon Air Baptist
Join our mission partner Needle's Eye Ministries for this conference that will inspire the 
people of Richmond to experience God’s restorative plan to reclaim faith, hope, and love 
at work. Many churches are coming together to sponsor the weekend, and author and 
speaker Rev. Dr. Kenneth Barnes (Workplace Theology and Business Ethics chair at 
Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary) will lead the time. More info and sign up: 
needleseye.org.  
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SUNDAY ADULT DISCIPLESHIP CLASSES
Join us for our Sunday morning discipleship classes for adults during the 10:00 a.m. hour. 

We’re offering many new short-term topical classes this season, and we hope you join 
us— especially if you’ve never been to a discipleship class before. For full class 
descriptions, visit: thirdrva.org/sunday-discipleship. 

Questions? Contact Tom Barila (tomb@thirdrva.org). 

  Doing God's Justice in   Think for a Change: 
 a Hurting World    Wisdom from the Proverbs 
 Fellowship Hall    Room 217
 Sept. 10 - Nov. 26   Sept. 10-Nov. 26
  
 A Study of Galatians  Reflections on the Reformation
 Room 101    Our History, Our Heartbreak, Our Hope
 Continuous     Room 213
      Oct. 1-Nov. 26

 Unlocking Your Family Pattern: 
 Finding Freedom from a Hurtful Past
 500 Forest Avenue, Room 109
 Sept. 10-Nov. 26
  
            

Sunday morning student ministry 
Join us for food, solid teaching, and great people as we grow together in God’s word. 
 600 Forest Avenue, Student Ministry Area 
 10:00-11:00 a.m. for all students in 7th-12th grade. 

Sunday evening student ministry 
Join us from 7:00 – 8:30 p.m in the Fellowship Hall. 

Questions? Contact Rick (rickh@thirdrva.org) or Andrea (andreaw@thirdrva.org). 
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STUDENT MINISTRY 



CHILDREN’S MINISTRY - SUNDAY MORNING
DURING THE 10:00 A.M. SERVICE: Sunday School is available for all children and 
students. See below for room locations for all Sunday School classes:   

DURING 8:45 AND 11:15 A.M. SERVICES: Childcare is available for all children 
aged Kindergarten and younger. First grade and above attend worship with their parents.

A Wiggle Room is available if you prefer to have your child with you but he or she 
is a little too active or noisy to be in the service. You'll be able to watch the service via 
streaming. The room is across the courtyard and directly up the stairs, Room 226. 

Please let us know if we can help familiarize you with all that is available at Third for 
your children. Contact Kathy White (kathyw@thirdrva.org) or Tracie Meadows (traciem@
thirdrva.org).
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AGE ROOM

Infants, toddlers, 2 year olds (Little Lambs) All on the 1st floor

Little Lions - Young 3s Room 223

Little Monkeys - Older 3s, Young 4s Room 204

Little Eagles - Older 4s Room 202

Kindergarten Room 227

1st Grade Room 220

2nd Grade Room 221

3rd Grade Room 201

4th Grade Room 209

5th and 6th Grade Basement

Middle and High School Meet in Student Ministry Area



THIS WEEK AT THIRD
Sunday, October 22  
8:45, 10:00, 11:15 a.m. Worship services – Sanctuary
12:00 p.m. Summer's Best Two Weeks – Room 101 

Monday, October 23
5:45 p.m. Jobs for Life – Fellowship Hall

Tuesday, October 24
9:30 a.m. "Nehemiah: A Heart That Can Break" study – Room 213
6:20 p.m. Session dinner – Fellowship Hall 
7:00 p.m. Session meeting and officer examinations – Fellowship Hall and Room 101 

Wednesday, October 25
8:30 a.m. Community Bible Study – Various rooms, 600 Forest Avenue 
6:00 p.m. Freedom Road: A Recovery Community – 2nd Floor Conference Room, 
                                                                                       500 Forest Avenue  
6:30 p.m. Christianity Explored – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue 
6:45 p.m. Homework Tutoring – Fellowship Hall 
6:45 p.m. English as a Second Language for Adults – Room 101 
6:45 p.m. Club56 – Basement 

Thursday, October 26
7:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir rehearsal – Choir Room 
7:00 p.m. Worship team rehearsal – Sanctuary 

Friday, October 27
1:00 p.m. Day by Dayers meeting – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue 
7:00 p.m. Makers Series – Fellowship Hall 

23



A Covenant Order 
of Evangelical Presbyterians

Third Church 
804-282-4645  
500 Forest Ave.
Richmond, VA 23229
www.thirdrva.org 

LEARN MORE ABOUT THIRD
Welcome to Third! We’re so glad you’re here. We’d love to get to know you and for you to 
learn more about our community. We have a couple opportunities for you to connect with us 
and help you find out more about Third.
• Sign up for our ministry emails: thirdrva.org/signup 
• Pick up Third Press: Our monthly newsletter can be found around the church. 
• Follow us on Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram: @thirdrva  

  

SUNDAY MORNINGS AT THIRD
If you need help or have any questions at any point on a Sunday morning, look for 
individuals wearing carnations or yellow name badges. They’re here to help answer 
questions, find you seats, and guide you around our building.  

Sanctuary

Fellowship
Hall

Forest Ave

Playground

Classrooms
(Upstairs

& Downstairs)

Worship
Services

Room 101

Parlor

Courtyard

Parking Lot

To 
Parking Lot


