
Sunday | October 16, 2016

 IS THE BIBLE RELIABLE? 

"Laden with guilt and full of fears, I fly to thee, my Lord, 
And not a glimpse of hope appears, but in thy written word.
The volumes of my Father’s grace does all my griefs assuage;

Here I behold my Savior’s face in every page."
 Isaac Watts





Welcome! 
Bienvenido! 

We’re glad you’ve chosen to worship at Third! 
We look forward to meeting and getting to know you.

Third Church exists to spread the gospel and seek 
the Shalom of metro Richmond and the world through 

a movement of communities and congregations, 
welcoming people of all cultures to the glory of Jesus Christ. 
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GATHERING                   
God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
Prelude                                         "O Worship the King"                                   Jeff Hummel
                                                          (Paul Laubengayer)  

                                                              
Welcome and Announcements  

Preparation                                                                                      From Habakkuk 2:20                                                                     
Leader: "The Lord is in his holy temple; let all the earth be silent before him."
Everyone: Amen.

Let’s quiet our hearts in silent preparation for worship.

 Call to Worship                                                                From Psalm 19  
Leader: The law of the Lord is perfect,
People: Refreshing the soul.
Leader: The statutes of the Lord are trustworthy,
People: Making wise the simple.
Leader: The precepts of the Lord are right,
People: Giving joy to the heart.
Leader: The commands of the Lord are radiant,
People: Giving light to the eyes.
Leader: The fear of the Lord is pure,
People: Enduring forever.
Leader: The decrees of the Lord are firm,
People: And all of them are righteous.

                                      (continued on next page) 
             
                                                                                                                

 The cross indicates standing, as you are able.  †

 †    



Opening Prayer

  Songs of Praise                           "O Worship the King"               #29 in the Hymnal 
                         "'Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus" 

                                        (See music on following pages) 
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 †    

Leader: They are more precious than gold, than much pure gold;
they are sweeter than honey, than honey from the honeycomb.

People: May the words of our mouths and the meditations of our hearts 
be pleasing in your sight,
O Lord, our Rock and our Redeemer.



O WORSHIP THE KING

O worship the King, all glorious above,
O gratefully sing his power and his love;
Our Shield and Defender, the Ancient of Days,
Pavilioned in splendor and girded with praise.

O tell of his might, O sing of his grace,
Whose robe is the light, whose canopy space.
His chariots of wrath the deep thunderclouds form,
And dark is his path on the wings of the storm.

Thy bountiful care what tongue can recite?
It breathes in the air, it shines in the light;
It streams from the hills, it descends to the plain,
And sweetly distills in the dew and the rain.

Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail,
In thee do we trust, nor find thee to fail;
Thy mercies how tender, how firm to the end,
Our Maker, Defender, Redeemer and Friend.
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'TIS SO SWEET TO TRUST IN JESUS

’Tis so sweet to trust in Jesus,
Just to take him at his word,
Just to rest upon his promise,
Just to know, “Thus saith the Lord.”

O how sweet to trust in Jesus,
Just to trust his cleansing blood,
Just in simple faith to plunge me
’Neath the healing, cleansing flood!

Refrain
Jesus, Jesus, how I trust him!
How I’ve proved him o’er and o’er!
Jesus, Jesus, precious Jesus!
O for grace to trust him more!

Yes, ’tis sweet to trust in Jesus,
Just from sin and self to cease,
Just from Jesus simply taking
Life and rest, and joy and peace.

I’m so glad I learned to trust thee,
Precious Jesus, Savior, Friend,
And I know that thou art with me,
Wilt be with me to the end.

Refrain
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CONFESSING 
God invites us to be honest with him about ourselves.            
Prayer of Confession                    

Everyone:   Merciful God, 
  we confess that we have sinned against you 
  in thought, word and deed, 
  by what we have done, 
  and by what we have left undone. 
  We have not loved you 
  with our whole heart and mind and strength; 
  we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.   
  Create in us a clean heart, O God, 
  and renew a right spirit within us.
  Amen.

Silent Confession
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Song of Assurance               "Psalm 103 – The Lord Is Merciful and Gracious"

                 

                                                                                                                               (continued) 
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Celebration of Baptism  
10:00 a.m.                                                                                               Sara Bailey Fishero 
11:15 a.m.                                                                                      John Robert Guggenheim 

Song                                                                    "The Lord Bless You and Keep You" 

The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make his face shine upon you. 
And give you peace, and give you peace, and give you peace forever. 

  Greeting of Peace  †          
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THANKSGIVING
We respond to God’s word.                                                                                                

Our Offerings
Pray for Sarah Hale and Urban Hope as they seek to strengthen the inner city of 
Richmond through encouraging financial stability, assisting people in home ownership 
and affordable rental property.

Offertory                                                                                       Stewardship Presentation                                                              
                                                       (See page 20)

  Doxology 
   Please stand as we sing to the Lord. 

        Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here 
        below; praise him above, ye heavenly host: praise Father, Son and  
        Holy Ghost. Amen.    

 †          
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PROCLAIMING
God speaks to us through his word.          

Prayer of Illumination 

Scripture Readings                                                                             Psalm 119:97-105

97 Oh, how I love your law!
    I meditate on it all day long.
98 Your commands are always with me
    and make me wiser than my enemies.
99 I have more insight than all my teachers,
    for I meditate on your statutes.
100 I have more understanding than the elders,
    for I obey your precepts.
101 I have kept my feet from every evil path
    so that I might obey your word.
102 I have not departed from your laws,
    for you yourself have taught me.
103 How sweet are your words to my taste,
    sweeter than honey to my mouth!
104 I gain understanding from your precepts;
    therefore I hate every wrong path.
105 Your word is a lamp for my feet,
    a light on my path.

           John 5:39-40

39 You study the Scriptures diligently because you think that in them you have eternal life. 
These are the very Scriptures that testify about me, 40 yet you refuse to come to me to 
have life.                                                                                                         

Leader:     This is the word of the Lord.
People:   Thanks be to God! 



Message:  

Is the Bible Reliable? 
+ Corey Widmer +

  
Notes:
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RESPONDING
We respond to God’s word. 
       

    Hymn of Response                    "How Firm a Foundation" 

        

 †
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Prayers of the People and the Lord's Prayer  

Leader: Heavenly Father,
strengthen us to hear your voice
and trust your word,
knowing and experiencing
your great mercy every day.
Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer.
Leader: Gentle Savior,

please bring peace
to our city, country, and world.
Fill your people with gracious words and deeds.
Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer. 
Leader: Spirit of Compassion,

raise the fallen, cheer the faint, 
heal the sick, and lead all
who have lost their way.
Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer. 

And for what else should we pray?

Now gathering our prayers into one, let us pray boldly as our Savior has taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory for ever. Amen. 



Prayer Needs
For Health
Our team in Egypt, Corrine Boyd, Loma Shafer, Missy Deregibus, Jack Schilthuis, 
Katie Payne, Allen Lawrence, Jerry Ramsey, Betty Cox, Charles Ellison, Dru Fitch, Mark 
Koontz, Margaret Leith, Dabney Harvey, Eileen Raynor, Lou Hanscom, Carol Holt

For Comfort 
Deaths – Dania Luby (father, 10/8), Wade Perkins, Sally Tate, Emily Schindler (father, 
grandfather, 9/25), Jeff Rebman (sister, 8/30), Lillian Hazelton (father, 7/21), Amy and 
Sarah Helweg (husband and father, 7/20)

For Metro Richmond 
We pray for public, non-profit and religious social service work and ministries in metropolitan 
Richmond: for all who suffer from addiction, dependency or co-dependency of any sort, for 
twelve-step programs, recovery programs, therapists and addiction counselors. 
 
For Our Nation and the World – Yemen
Yemen, the second-largest country on the Arabian Peninsula, is bordered by Saudi Arabia to 
the north and Oman to the east. It is the poorest country in the Arab world with high 
unemployment.  Since 2015, Yemen has been suffering from civil war between Shi’a Houthi 
rebels and the Sunni government. Saudi Arabia (Sunni) and Iran (Shi’a) support the 
opposing factions. 

• Pray for a ceasefire and the end of destructive bombing raids.
• Pray for radio and satellite TV efforts that bring the Gospel to Yemenis and other Muslims 

in the Gulf States. New believers are responding to these messages and to dreams and 
visions.

• Pray for Muslim background believers from other Arabian Peninsula nations that serve as 
tentmaker missionaries in Yemen.

• Pray for Yemeni women whose lives are hard with few opportunities for education or life 
outside the home.

• Pray for the Mahri people (fishermen), the Socotra Islanders, and the northern tribes in 
mountain and desert regions.

Missionary Prayer and Care groups meet monthly to pray for our mission partners in 
Europe, Asia and the Muslim world. Contact Carolyn Oakley (cdoakley1@gmail.com/
937-6564) to learn more.  
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SENDING
God sends us into the world as his witnesses. 

  Song of Commission                    "O God Beyond All Praising"       †  
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Commission                                                                               From James 1:16-17 
Leader: Don’t be deceived, my dear brothers and sisters. Every good and 

perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly 
lights, who does not change like shifting shadows.

People: He chose to give us birth through the word of truth, that we 
might be a kind of firstfruits of all he created.

Benediction
    

Postlude                                             "Cortege"                                     Jeff Hummel            
11:15 a.m. service                                      (Gordon Young)                                                                                            
                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
If you would like prayer for any reason, two elders are available at the front of the Sanctuary 
(by the lectern) after each service. We invite you to come forward for any prayer needs you 
may have.

SERVICE NOTES 

Today at the 10:00 a.m. service, we celebrate the baptism of Sara Bailey Fishero, 
daughter of Abby and Brian Fishero. Relatives present are grandparents Alden and 
Debbie Weichel and Harvey and Karen Fishero and aunt and uncle Anna and Keith 
Henderson. Elder representing the Session by holding the font is Val Kling. Prayer sponsor 
is Anna Weichel Henderson. 

Today at the 11:15 a.m. service, we celebrate the baptism of John Robert 
Guggenheim, son of Beth and Andy Guggenheim. Relatives present are grandparents 
Carolyn and Bob McDonald, aunt and uncle Jodi and Tom McDonald and cousins 
Anabelle and Ady McDonald. Elder representing the Session by holding the font is Bill 
Mims. Prayer sponsor is John White. 

Today's flowers are given by Ron and Ann Klipp in memory of Robert Klipp and for 
his birthday which would have been on October 20.  

Today's liturgist: Tracie Meadows

 †  

 †  
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2016 Stewardship Season: The Gift of the Kingdom
“Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased 

to give you the Kingdom.”  Luke 12:32

Today marks the kickoff of our 2016 Stewardship Season. This year, we’re centering this 
season on the above verse from Luke as it reminds us that because of God's faithfulness 
to us, we can respond by giving back to him. Throughout the next few weeks, we will be 
exploring God’s faithfulness to us, and asking the people of Third to listen to how God 
may be calling you to respond.

2016 Budget Update
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Year-to-date giving through September 2016 is 
$2,026,500, which represents 69% of our annual 
giving plan with three months left in the year. As a 
reference point, 65% of full-year 2015 giving had 
been collected through September 2015. It is worth 
noting that our annual giving budget remains 
heavily dependent on fourth quarter giving as, 
historically, close to 35% of our annual giving 
occurs during the October to December time frame.  
Through God’s grace and provision, our full year 
giving plan of $2,947,150 still looks within reach!  

Year-to-date expenses through September 2016 
are $2,199,900, approximately $123,700 (or 
5%) below budget with approximately 28% of our 
spending directed towards missions.  

We give praise for God’s faithfulness and 
generosity and invite you to pray that our financial 
gifts will empower Third’s ministry and mission at 
Forest Avenue, in Richmond and around the world.  
Your gifts have Kingdom impact.

2016 Giving Plan $2,947,150

 YTD Giving           
←$2,026,500

69%



NEWS & EVENTS
This morning! Welcome Coffee – 9:45 – 11:00 a.m., Parlor 
If you're new to Third, come to this monthly gathering to meet a few people, learn about 
Third's vision, what we believe and how to get involved.  Questions? Contact Beth Nichols 
(bethn@thirdrva.org). 

What’s Going On in Islam – Saturday, October 29, 6:30 p.m. 
Join us on October 29 to worship together and hear from Sasan Tavassoli, a former Shi'ite 
Muslim from Iran, about engaging Christians for effective witness to Muslims in Iran. This 
evening will include worship, dessert, and a lecture that explores the current state of Islam 
in Iran. For more info, visit: thirdrva.org/events. Questions? Contact L J Jaworski 
(lj@thirdrva.org). 

2nd Grade Bible Dinner and Presentation - Sunday, October 23, 5:30 p.m., 
Fellowship Hall
Second grade students and their families are invited to gather for dinner and fellowship, 
hear a message on the importance of God’s word in our lives, and then celebrate with 
a formal presentation of a Bible to each second grade student at Third. Please RVSP to 
Tracie Meadows (traciem@thirdrva.org) by October 18. 

Women’s Ministry: Coffee and Conversation – Tuesday,  October 18 ,
 9:30 – 11:00 a.m., Parlor  
Third's Women's Ministry invites you to join us in the parlor this Tuesday for a chance to 
connect with long-time friends or meet new ones! There will be plenty of time for 
fellowship and a short devotional on the Fruit of the Spirit. For  childcare reservations, 
contact Kathy White at kathyw@thirdrva.org.

Annual Women’s Conference: Risky Faith – November 4 and 5, Third Church
Join us for our annual Women’s Ministry Conference! This year, we welcome Susan Yates, 
speaker and author of thirteen books. She will share about her book Risky Faith, and 
help us gain a new perspective for walking in the confidence of a God who is bigger 
than the challenges we face. Sign up: thirdrva.org/women. Questions? Contact Beth 
Nichols (bethn@thirdrva.org).  

Paul Miller Prayer Conference -- Saturday, Nov. 20, 8:15 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Paul Miller, author of A Praying Life, will be with us to host a day-long conference.  He 
will set the foundation for what a life marked by prayer looks like, as well as give practical 
steps to living every day in communion with the Father. Learn more and register: thirdrva.
org/events. Questions? Contact Tom Barila (tomb@thirdrva.org).
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NEWS & EVENTS

Tutors Needed! Arabic Student Homework Tutoring – Wed., 6:45 – 7:45 p.m.
There are now 12 children on a waiting list for tutors.  If you are able to help a child for 
just one hour each week, please let me know.  If a day other than our usual Wednesday 
evening is better for you, we can also arrange a different time and day.  Andi Redmond: 
andi.redmond6@gmail.com.

Help Needed! Nursery Care – Sunday Mornings
As our number of young families has grown, so has our need for help in the nurseries!  
Contact Kathy White (kathyw@thirdrva.org) if you would like to help once or twice a 
month.  

Help Needed! Walk Babies in the Nursery – Sunday Mornings
Sometimes our little ones need a walk in a stroller to settle them down.  Would you be 
willing to stroll babies on the first floor during the 10 a.m. hour?  If they continue to fuss, 
a childcare worker will take over.  Contact Kathy White (kathyw@thirdrva.org) if you 
would like to volunteer once or twice a month.  

Explore God Discussion Groups Meeting This Week! 
     Have more questions about today's sermon? Join us for one of these groups:

     Today, join us at 10:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall to discuss today’s sermon.  
     This Wednesday evening, enjoy a free simple meal and group discussion with 
     other men and women who are exploring recovery from an addiction, deep hurt, 
     persistent habit or dependency as we delve deeper into an exploration of “higher 
     power” through the Christian faith. We'll meet Wednesdays, 6:00 - 7:30 p.m., at 
     500 Forest Avenue. Childcare is provided next door. For childcare or questions, 
     please contact Mary Damon (389-1836) or Robin Lafon (839-0988). 
     This Friday morning, join other men in this Explore God discussion group at the 
     Martin's at the Village Shopping Center at 7:30 a.m.

Relationships in Peace Ministry
If you are experiencing a relationship impasse or need someone to walk beside you 
through a difficult relational situation or conflict, please contact us.  We’re here to help. 
Visit www.thirdrva.org/partners/relationships-in-peace.  For assistance: 
RelationshipsInPeace. thirdrva@gmail.com or call Margie Satterfield, (804) 819-0260. 
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SUNDAY MORNING FELLOWSHIP  
Come and join us for fellowship this morning! Weather permitting, we'll have Blanchard's 
coffee and snacks in the courtyard outside the Sanctuary between services, from 9:45 - 
11:30 a.m. 

SUNDAY ADULT DISCIPLESHIP CLASSES

Join us for our adult Sunday morning discipleship classes during the 10:00 a.m. 
worship hour. 

For more information on the classes below, visit: thirdrva.org/classes-and-fellowship, or 
pick up a copy of the Fall 2016 Brochure for Community, Discipleship and 
Mission. Questions? Contact Tom Barila (tomb@thirdrva.org).

Sermon Chat: Explore God 
Fellowship Hall

Forgiving and Reconciling:
Bridges to Wholeness and Hope
500 Forest Avenue, Room 109

Did Our Hearts Not Burn Within Us?
A Study of Luke
Room 213

A Study of Hebrews
Room 101

Where is God in the 
Business and Busyness of Life?
Room 217

Marriage Fellowship
Room 215

Orphans and the Gospel
Room 207



STUDENT MINISTRY 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY - SUNDAY MORNING
DURING THE 10:00 A.M. SERVICE: 
We have resumed all of our children’s Sunday morning discipleship classes during the  
10:00 a.m. worship hour. 

Visit thirdrva.org/family-ministry-sunday-morning or pick up a copy of the Fall 
2016 Brochure for Community, Discipleship and Mission for information 
on where the classes will be. 

DURING 8:45 AND 11:15 A.M. SERVICES: 
Childcare is available for all children aged Kindergarten and younger. First grade and 
above attend worship with their parents. 

A Wiggle Room is available if you prefer to have your child with you but he or she 
is a little too active or noisy to be in the service. You'll be able to watch the service via 
streaming. The room is located near the Student Ministry area in Room 132. 

Please let us know if we can help familiarize you with all that is available at Third for 
your children. Contact Kathy White (kathyw@thirdrva.org) or Tracie Meadows  
(traciem@thirdrva.org). 

Sunday morning student ministry 
Join us for food, solid teaching, and great people as we grow together in God’s word. 
 600 Forest Avenue, Student Ministry Area 
 10:00-11:00 a.m. for all students in 7th-12th grade. 

Sunday evening student ministry 
Join us from 7:00 – 8:30 p.m in the Fellowship Hall. 

Questions? Contact Rick (rickh@thirdrva.org) or Andrea (andreaw@thirdrva.org). 
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THIS WEEK AT THIRD
Sunday, October 16
8:00 a.m. Communion and Prayer – Room 101
8:45, 10:00, 11:15 a.m. Worship services – Sanctuary 
9:45 a.m. Welcome Coffee – Parlor 

Monday, October 17
5:45 p.m. Jobs for Life – Fellowship Hall
7:00 p.m. Kingdom Knitters – Parlor 
7:00 p.m. Muslim World Missionary Prayer and Care group – meets at Laurie Chalifoux' 
                  home, 10801 Whitaker Woods Road, 23238, 740-1199

Tuesday, October 18
9:30 a.m. Coffee and Conversation – Parlor 
9:30 a.m. Women's Group, Priscilla Shirer's "Breathe" – Room 213
6:30 p.m. Dinner study group with Nan Clarke – Kitchen, 500 Forest Avenue 
7:00 p.m. Deacons meeting – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue 

Wednesday, October 19
6:00 - 6:30 p.m. Exploring God for the "Recovering Community" – Kitchen, 500 Forest Ave. 
6:30 - 7:30 p.m. Exploring God for the "Recovering Community"– Multipurpose Room, 
                                                                                                               500 Forest Avenue
6:30 p.m. "Refresh" Wednesday evening study – Parlor
6:30 p.m. Alleluia choir rehearsal – Sanctuary  
6:30 p.m. Children's Choir (1st-4th grades) – Room 201
6:30 p.m. Club56 meeting – Basement 
6:45 p.m. Arabic student homework tutoring – Fellowship Hall and various classrooms 
6:45 p.m. English as a Second Language (ESL) for adults – Room 101 

Thursday, October 20
7:00 p.m. Choir rehearsal – Choir Room 
7:00 p.m. Worship team rehearsal – Sanctuary  
7:00 p.m. Needle’s Eye Young Professionals Grp. – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue

Friday, October 21
8:30 a.m. Europe Missionary Prayer and Care group – meets at Carolyn Oakley's home, 
                  2710 Old Point Drive, 23233, 937-6564
6:00 p.m. Healing Prayer group – Student Ministry area
5:30 p.m. Wedding rehearsal of Laura King and Marcus Schinkel – Sanctuary 

Saturday, October 22
4:00 p.m. Wedding of Laura King and Marcus Schinkel – Sanctuary 
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A Covenant Order 
of Evangelical Presbyterians

Third Church 
804-282-4645  
500 Forest Ave.
Richmond, VA 23229
www.thirdrva.org 

LEARN MORE ABOUT THIRD
Welcome to Third! We’re so glad you’re here. We’d love to get to know you and for you to 
learn more about our community. We have a couple opportunities for you to connect with us 
and help you find out more about Third.
• Sign up for emails: thirdrva.org/signup 
• Pick up Third Press: our monthly newsletter can be found around the church. 
• Follow us on Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram: @thirdrva
• Today! Join us at 9:45 a.m. in the Parlor for a Welcome Coffee: Start here to 

learn more about Third. 

SUNDAY MORNINGS AT THIRD
If you need help or have any questions at any point on a Sunday morning, look for 
individuals wearing carnations or yellow name badges. They’re here to help answer 
questions, find you seats, and guide you around our building.  


