
Sunday | November 8, 2015

EXODUS
Preparing a People

“Man’s nature is a perpetual factory of idols.”
 John Calvin

“All of life is repentance.” 
Martin Luther



Welcome! 
Bienvenido! 

We’re glad you’ve chosen to worship at Third! 
We look forward to meeting and getting to know you.

Third Church exists to spread the gospel and seek 
the Shalom of metro Richmond and the world through 

a movement of communities and congregations, 
welcoming people of all cultures to the glory of Jesus Christ. 



GATHERING                   
God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.

Prelude                                                                            “Prelude on Hyfrydol” – Jeff Hummel    
8:45 Service                                                                       (Raymond Haan)                                                                    

Welcome and Announcements   

Preparation 

Leader:     Let’s prepare our hearts to worship the living God, for “The Lord is in his holy 
                  temple; let all the earth be silent before him” (Habakkuk 2:20).
People:   Amen.

A period of silence is kept.                                                                                                                                 

      Call to Worship                   From Psalm 115  

Leader:  Not to us, O Lord, not to us, but to your name be the glory, 
For the sake of your steadfast love and your faithfulness!

People: Why should the nations say, “Where is their God?” 
Our God is in the heavens; he does all that he pleases. 

Leader: Their idols are silver and gold, the work of human hands.
They have mouths, but do not speak; eyes, but do not see.
They have ears, but do not hear; noses, but do not smell.
Those who make them become like them; so do all who trust in them.

People: O people, trust in the Lord! He alone is our help and our shield!
                                                                                                                                                              
      Opening Prayer  

       Songs of Praise                                                           “I Sing the Mighty Power of God” 
                                                                                                 “10,000 Reasons (Bless the Lord)” 
                   (See music on following pages.)

                                  

 †

 The cross indicates standing, as you are able.  †
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I SING THE MIGHTY POWER OF GOD
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 10,000 REASONS (BLESS THE LORD)
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CONFESSING 
God invites us to be honest with him about ourselves. 

Song of Confession                                                               

TEMPER MY INTEMPERANCE
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Silent Confession

Assurance of Forgiveness  

Leader: Hear the good news! Who is in a position to condemn? Only Christ, and 
Christ died for us, Christ rose for us, Christ reigns in power for us, Christ prays 
for us. Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation. The old life has gone; the 
new life has begun! Know that you are forgiven, and be at peace. 

People: Amen!
    
    
     Greeting of Peace   †
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THANKSGIVING  
We give to the Lord in gratitude for what he has done for us.

8:45 a.m. – During the noisy offering, children ages kindergarten and younger will be 
dismissed to Room 223 for play time and snack.

Our Offerings
Pray for Chris and Leah Gaertner using the arts to communicate the good news of Jesus to 
those who have never heard the good news of Jesus.                                                
Musical Offering                                           “Sing and Be Not Silent” – Sanctuary Choir                                                             
8:45 and 11:15 Services                                                                             (Mary McDonald)                                                                                                              

Sing to the Lord and be not silent.  Sing to the Lord and glorify!
Sing to the Lord, all ye His children.  Sing to the Lord, O Most High!
Sing to the Lord, O Most High!

Give thanks to Him and be not silent.  Give thanks to Him and magnify!
Sing to the Lord, all ye His children.  Sing to the Lord, O Most High!
Sing to the Lord, O Most High!

Thou hast turned my mourning into dancing; Thou hast girded me with gladness.
For His anger is but a moment, His favor endures for a life.
He comes with joy to greet the morning.  He gives us hope for each new day.
Give thanks, remembering His holiness.  Give thanks to Him with songs of praise.

Sing to the Lord and be not silent.  Sing to the Lord and glorify!
Sing to the Lord, all ye His children.  Sing to the Lord, O Most High!

Sing to the Lord and be not silent.  Sing to the Lord and glorify!
Sing to the Lord, all ye His children.  Sing to the Lord!

Musical Offering
10:00 Service 
         
     Doxology 
      Please stand as we sing to the Lord. 

      Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host: 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 †
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PROCLAIMING
God speaks to us through his word. 

Prayer of Illumination 

Scripture Reading                                                                                   Exodus 32:1-14

1 When the people saw that Moses was so long in coming down from the mountain, they 
gathered around Aaron and said, “Come, make us gods who will go before us. As for this 
fellow Moses who brought us up out of Egypt, we don’t know what has happened to him.”
2 Aaron answered them, “Take off the gold earrings that your wives, your sons and your 
daughters are wearing, and bring them to me.” 3 So all the people took off their earrings and 
brought them to Aaron. 4 He took what they handed him and made it into an idol cast in the 
shape of a calf, fashioning it with a tool. Then they said, “These are your gods, Israel, who 
brought you up out of Egypt.” 5 When Aaron saw this, he built an altar in front of the calf and 
announced, “Tomorrow there will be a festival to the Lord.” 6 So the next day the people rose 
early and sacrificed burnt offerings and presented fellowship offerings. Afterward they sat 
down to eat and drink and got up to indulge in revelry. 
7 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Go down, because your people, whom you brought up out 
of Egypt, have become corrupt. 8 They have been quick to turn away from what I 
commanded them and have made themselves an idol cast in the shape of a calf. They have 
bowed down to it and sacrificed to it and have said, ‘These are your gods, Israel, who 
brought you up out of Egypt.’ 9 “I have seen these people,” the Lord said to Moses, “and they 
are a stiff-necked people. 10 Now leave me alone so that my anger may burn against them 
and that I may destroy them. Then I will make you into a great nation.” 11 But Moses sought 
the favor of the Lord his God. “Lord,” he said, “why should your anger burn against your 
people, whom you brought out of Egypt with great power and a mighty hand? 12 Why should 
the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent that he brought them out, to kill them in the 
mountains and to wipe them off the face of the earth’? Turn from your fierce anger; relent and 
do not bring disaster on your people. 13 Remember your servants Abraham, Isaac and Israel, 
to whom you swore by your own self: ‘I will make your descendants as numerous as the stars 
in the sky and I will give your descendants all this land I promised them, and it will be their 
inheritance forever.’” 14 Then the Lord relented and did not bring on his people the disaster he 
had threatened.

Leader:     This is the word of the Lord.
People:   Thanks be to God!



Message:  

+ A Repentant People +
Corey Widmer 

Notes:
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RESPONDING
We respond to God’s word. 
      
Hymn of Response               “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” – #45 in the Hymnal 

(11:15 service only)
Joining of New Members 
Today, we joyfully receive into covenant community those High School students who have 
walked through Confirmation and now publicly join the church:
 Maggie Cox, Madison Durham, Chi Mills, Talia Moore, Alex Pearsall, Allison 
 Potter, Rachael Potter, Jonathan Tyler, Katie Tyler, Samuel Tyler

Sacrament of Baptism                              
Today we celebrate the baptism of Allison and Rachael Potter. 

Prayers of the People 

Leader: Father God, heal our wandering hearts. Turn us away from the idols we create 
to satisfy our longings, to justify our failings and to manufacture control over 
our lives. Keep us ever repenting of our false worship, and ever turning to you 
for grace.
Lord, in your mercy,

Everyone:  Hear our prayer. 
Leader:  Lord Jesus Christ, we thank you for these youth that you have called into our 

covenant community today. Protect them from evil, uphold them in trials and 
temptation, and keep them faithful as your followers. Empower us to uphold 
them through our love and prayers.
Lord, in your mercy,

Everyone: Hear our prayer. 

Leader: Holy Spirit, in this Veterans Day week we pray that you would guard and 
keep our nations’ veterans. We especially pray for those veterans and their 
families who suffer from physical, emotional and psychological wounds. Heal 
their wounds, comfort their hearts, grant them peace.
Lord, in your mercy,

Everyone: Hear our prayer. 

11



Prayer Needs

For Health
Courtney Via, Brenda Wiltshire, Eileen Raynor, Pam Padgett, Mary Ann Hancock, Lou 
Hanscom, Carol Holt, Celeste Reynolds, Gretchen Gravely, Betty and Joe Cox, Pam Rambo, 
Mary Howard, Jared Armistead

For Comfort 
Deaths – Diane Atkinson (mother, 11/3), Mark Grubbs (father, 10/27), Jennifer Parham 
(father, 10/7), Karen Fite (father, 10/6), Frank Wilson (sister, 10/4), Martha Gilg (father, 
9/28), Annhorner Truitt (sister-in-law, 9/7), Brenda Wiltshire (brother, 8/31), Kathie Cox 
(mother, 8/31), Jane Gallion (8/20), Kay Martine (husband, 8/18), Britten Parker (father, 
8/16), Mason and Jean 
Robinson, Stephen Robinson and Danita Harper (son and brother, Greg Robinson, 8/7)

For Metro Richmond
We pray for persons in financial need in metropolitan Richmond: for the homeless and the 
hungry, for the provision of safe, affordable housing and low-cost nutritious food, for the 
personal safety, dignity, and well-being of those who are unable to work. 

For Our Nation and the World
Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan
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SENDING
God sends us into the world as his witnesses. 

Song of Commission                                                                           

O GOD BEYOND ALL PRAISING
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      Commission                                                                                     From Colossians 3
                                                                                                                                             
Leader: Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual immorality, impurity, 

passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. Put off the old self 
with its practices and put on the new self, which is being renewed in 
knowledge after the image of its creator.

People: And whatever we do, in word or deed, may we do everything in 
the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through 
him!

               
                                                      
      Benediction

      Choral Benediction                                                                               Sanctuary Choir 
      8:15 and 11:15 Services 
                                                                                                        
      Postlude                                            “Allegro Maestoso from Sonata II” – Jeff Hummel 
      11:15 Service                                                                                (Felix Mendelssohn)                                                

SERVICE NOTES
Today’s flowers are given in honor of our missions partner Chris and Leah Gaertner.  

Today we celebrate the birth of Eleanor Hope Olmsted, daughter of Christina and 
James Olmsted.  Eleanor was born on October 26, 2015. 

                                                                            

 †  

 †  
 †  
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NEWS 

Please join Sara’s Circle - This Tuesday, November 10, at 10:00 a.m., Room 101
We’ll be hosting Andrew Fuller, Director of World Horizons, this week. Anyone who would 
like to join to hear Andrew speak is welcome. 

Calling All Cards!
The Little Lambs class requests your help with our annual Christmas ornaments craft.  We need 
new or used Christmas cards with nativity scenes (reindeer and Frosty need not apply!).  
Please bring your cards by Room 101 anytime before December 6.  Thank you!

Relationships in Peace Ministry
If you are experiencing a relationship impasse or need someone to walk beside you through a 
difficult relational situation or conflict, please contact us.  We’re here to help.  Learn about this 
Third care ministry at www.thirdrva.org/partners/relationships-in-peace.  For assistance: 
RelationshipsInPeace.ThirdRVA@gmail.com or call Margie Satterfield, (804) 819-0260.

Bibles For India 
Inspire International, the literacy ministry of David and Nalini Singh, is in continuing need of 
new and gently used Bibles, Bible dictionaries and commentaries. Children’s materials are 
also needed. The orange collection box is in the Commons area outside the Fellowship Hall. 

The Children’s Library is open for families to come and browse our wide selection of books 
and videos. 
       



EVENTS
For more information on classes, events and ministries, come to the Fellowship Hall from
9:45-11:30 a.m., visit our website or find more information at kiosks throughout the 
building. 

Fall Thanksgiving Feast – Wed., Nov. 18, 5:45 - 7:15 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall
Gather with us for this family-friendly evening to give thanks. Our gathering will feature a 
traditional Thanksgiving meal followed by a time of singing together and teaching from Corey 
Widmer. Register at www.thirdrva.org/registrations or call Sterling Lloyd in the church office 
at 282-4645, ext. 115. Questions? Contact Lynn Hardwicke (lynnh@thirdrva.org). 

Shiloh Ministry: Dessert and Fellowship – Monday, Nov. 16 at 7 p.m. 
Shiloh is a new ministry at Third that provides support for those grieving the loss of their 
unborn baby or longing for a child yet to be conceived. Shiloh invites you to an initial 
gathering for dessert and fellowship at Caroline Hutton’s home: 9602 January Court, 
Richmond, 23238. Husbands welcome. For more information or to RSVP, contact Caroline 
Hutton (cmhutton6@gmail.com) or Charlotte Gage (charlotte.jean.gage@gmail.com).

Makers Series: Neighbor – Friday, Nov. 20 at 7 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall
Join us as we welcome three local artists for our next edition of the Makers Series, picking up 
on the way that contemporary works of art (and artists) can also help us rethink “neighbor” 
and make spaces to connect and care for them.  

Bless Richmond – Saturday, Nov. 21 at 6 p.m. at U-Turn 
Gather together with a large and diverse group of Christians from across Richmond to pray 
alongside one another and thank God for his work in our city. Food donations will also be 
collected to feed metro Richmond’s hungry. For more information, see www.blessrva.org.  

Welcome Coffee – Sunday, November 22, 10:00 a.m. in the Parlor 
If you’re new to Third, come to this monthly gathering to meet a few people, learn about 
Third’s vision, what we believe and how to get involved. Questions? Contact Beth Nichols at 
bethn@thirdrva.org.

Women’s Christmas Dinner – Tuesday, December 1, 6:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall
Sign up online or on posters at Third.  Bring a dish to share. 
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SUNDAY ADULT DISCIPLESHIP
Sunday Morning Discipleship Fellowship Classes (10:00 –11:00 a.m.)
 
To learn more about our discipleship classes, please visit our website or see the “Fall 
Season” pamphlet (located in the media racks) to read about all the wonderful study 
options, serving opportunities, and ways to be with your community.  Please contact Tom 
Barila (tomb@thirdrva.org) for questions or details.

Looking to meet folks and strengthen your marriage relationship 
communications? We’ve just started a new series in the Marriage Fellowship class and 
we’d love for you to give it a try. Love and Respect study is a dynamic DVD-driven study for 
couples that unpacks the biblical truth of marriage and applies it in ways that can restore, 
strengthen and improve any marriage. You’ll laugh, you’ll wince and you’ll come back week 
after week wanting to hear more. Taught by Connie and Keith Byers, we meet in room 209 at 
10:00 a.m.

STUDENT MINISTRY 

Sunday Morning Ministry  
600 Forest Ave., Student Ministry Area

10:00-11:00 a.m. For all students in 7th-12th grade.

Sunday Evening Ministry  
600 Forest Ave., Fellowship Hall and Basement
7:00-8:30 p.m.  For all students in 7th-12th grade.

For more information on upcoming student ministry events and how you can get involved, 
contact Rick Hutton (rickh@thirdrva.org) or Andrea Woie (andreaw@thirdrva.org). 

WEDNESDAYS AT THIRD
Come to Third this Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. for the Wednesday fellowship opportunities. 
Visit our website, pick up a copy of the Third Press, or see the “Fall Season” pamphlet 
(located in the media racks) to read about all the wonderful study options, serving 
opportunities, and ways to be with your community. Please contact Tom Barila 
(tomb@thirdrva.org) for more information. 
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY - SUNDAY MORNING
We welcome you to Third and want you to know that your children are precious to us!   
Our staff of both professional childcare workers and volunteers are here to serve your 
family in a safe, loving and Christ-centered environment.    

Nursery is provided for the 8:45 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. Sunday services. Sunday school is 
at 10:00 a.m. Child care is available for all children aged Kindergarten and younger. First 
grade and above attend worship with their parents. For details on all Sunday school 
class offerings, pick up the Fall class brochure found near the doors. 

Children ages 2 through 6th grade are taught by teams of volunteers who use the Tru 
curriculum by David C. Cook. This curriculum empowers the family to be the primary spiritual 
teacher and includes a weekly parent page emailed to families. The parent page previews 
the following Sunday’s lesson, and has a memory verse and blessing for the family to use the 
week before the children will learn the lesson in Sunday school.   

If you would like to receive the weekly parent email, contact Tracie Meadows 
(TracieM@thirdrva.org) or Kathy White (KathyW@thirdrva.org) with your child’s name and 
age or grade.

A Wiggle Room is available if you prefer to have your child with you but he or she is a little 
too active or noisy to be in the service. The service is streamed into Room 124 so you can 
hear the sermon while you nurse or play with your baby/toddler. Room 124 is located in 
the connecting hall across from the Toddler Room 105 leading to the Student Ministry area. 

Please let us know if we can help familiarize you with all that is available at Third for 
your children. Contact Kathy White (kathyw@thirdrva.org) or Tracie Meadows 
(traciem@thirdrva.org). 
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THIS WEEK AT THIRD
Sunday, November 8 
9:45 a.m.-11:30 a.m. Weekly refreshments – Fellowship Hall
12:30 p.m. Care and Cards meeting – Room 209 
7:00 p.m. Student Ministry gathering – Fellowship Hall and Basement  
7:30 p.m. Christian Arabic Church worship – Sanctuary 

Monday, November 9
7:00 p.m. Missions Committee meeting – Upstairs Conference Room, 500 Forest Avenue 

Tuesday, November 10
9:00 a.m. Monthly Morning Study – Room 217 
9:15 a.m. Weekly Women’s Group – Room 213
9:30 a.m. Weekly Morning Mothers Together – Fellowship Hall 
10:00 a.m. Monthly Morning Study – Room 101 
11:45 a.m. Helping Hands Service Group – Room 217 
7:00 p.m Worship Committee meeting – Parlor 

Wednesday, November 11 
6:00 p.m. Handbell rehearsal – Choir Room 
6:30 p.m. Reconnect: Wednesdays at Third – Various rooms, 600 Forest Avenue 
6:30 p.m. Refresh Women’s Group – Parlor 
6:45 p.m. Alleluia choir rehearsal – Choir Room 
7:00 p.m. Praise band rehearsal – Sanctuary  
7:30 p.m. Third Brass rehearsal – Choir Room 
 
Thursday, November 12
7:00 p.m. Needle’s Eye Young Professionals Grp. – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue
7:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir rehearsal – Choir Room 

Friday, November 13
9:00 a.m. Emotional Eating Group – Knox Room, 500 Forest Avenue
5:00 p.m. That Great Dance – Fellowship Hall 
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A Covenant Order 
of Evangelical Presbyterians

804-282-4645  
500 Forest Ave.
Richmond, VA 23229
www.thirdrva.org 

LEARN MORE ABOUT THIRD

Welcome to Third! Visit www.thirdrva.org to learn more about the community and how you 
can connect. Worship preparation, sermon reflection notes, and sermon audio are posted 
weekly. You can also watch the sermon live on the “This Sunday” page. If you’d like to join a 
small group , find out how you can become a member ,   or find ways to serve,  please contact 
Beth Nichols at bethn@thirdrva.org. Also follow us on Facebook and Twitter for community 
updates. 

JOIN US FOR FELLOWSHIP TODAY! 

Our services are at 8:45 a.m.,10:00 a.m., and 11:15 a.m. on Sundays in the Sanctuary.  
Join us for a short time of communion and prayer every Sunday at 8:15 a.m. in Room 101. 
From 9:45-11:30 a.m. on Sunday mornings, stop by for a time of fellowship and 
refreshments, including Blanchard’s coffee, in the Fellowship Hall. 

Sanctuary

Fellowship
Hall

Forest Ave

Playground

Classrooms
(Upstairs

& Downstairs)

Worship
Services

Rm 101

Parlor

Student Ministry Area

Courtyard


