
Sunday | November 29, 2015

THE STORY OF THE KING
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

“This story is supreme; and it is true. Art has been verified. God 
is the Lord, of angels and of men--and of elves. 

Legend and History have met and fused. But in God’s 
Kingdom the presence of the greatest does not depress the 
small.  Redeemed man is still man. Story, fantasy still go on, 

and should go on. The Evangelium [the Gospel] has 
not abrogated legends; it has hallowed them, 

especially the ‘happy ending.’”
J. R. R. Tolkien
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Welcome! 
Bienvenido! 

We’re glad you’ve chosen to worship at Third! 
We look forward to meeting and getting to know you.

Third Church exists to spread the gospel and seek 
the Shalom of metro Richmond and the world through 

a movement of communities and congregations, 
welcoming people of all cultures to the glory of Jesus Christ. 
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GATHERING                   
God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.

Prelude                                                                                                                     
8:45 and 10:00 Services             “From Heaven Above to Earth I Come” – Jeff Hummel 
                                                                                                                            (Michael Bedford)
              
Welcome and Announcements   

Preparation 

Leader:     Let’s prepare our hearts to worship the living God, for “The Lord is in his holy 
                  temple; let all the earth be silent before him” (Habakkuk 2:20).
People:   Amen.

A period of silence is kept.                                                                                                                                 

      Call to Worship                  From Isaiah 9:2

Leader:  Jesus said, “I am the light of the world; the one who follows me will not walk 
in darkness but have the light of life.”

Everyone: We look in hope for the coming light of Christ.
Leader: The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived 

in a land of deep darkness—on them the light has shined.
Everyone:  Come, Lord Jesus, our light and our salvation!

                                                                                                                                                              
      Opening Prayer  

       Songs of Praise                  “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” – #135 in the Hymnal               
                                                        “Creator of the Stars of Night” 
                    (See music on following page.)
                                  
                                                                         
 

 †

 The cross indicates standing, as you are able.  †
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CREATOR OF THE STARS OF NIGHT 



CONFESSING 

God invites us to be honest with him about ourselves. 

Confession of Sin

Everyone:   
  God of grace and truth, 
  in Jesus Christ you came among us as light shining in darkness. 
  We confess that we have not welcomed the light, 
  or trusted good news to be good.
  We have closed our eyes to your glory in our midst, 
  expecting little, and hoping for less. 
  Forgive our doubt, and renew our hope, 
  so that we may receive the fullness of your grace, 
  and live in the truth of Christ the Lord. Amen.

Silent Confession

      Words of Comfort and Assurance                                  From Zephaniah 3:14-17

Leader: Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel!  
Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O daughter Jerusalem!  
The Lord has taken away the judgments against you, 
he has turned away your enemies.  
The Lord, your God, is in your midst, a warrior who gives victory; 
he will rejoice over you with gladness, 
he will renew you in his love; 
he will exult over you with loud singing. 

Everyone: Thanks be to God! 

Sacrament of Baptism                                      Cassandra, Malcolm and Cybil Murchie
8:45 Service 

      Greeting of Peace
      

 †

 †
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THANKSGIVING  
We give to the Lord in gratitude for what he has done for us.

8:45 a.m. – During the noisy offering, children ages kindergarten and younger will be 
dismissed to Room 223 for play time and snack.

Our Offerings
Pray for Carolyn Rennie in her ministry of care and discipleship in Romania.
                                                
Musical Offering                                                            “Every Valley” – Sanctuary Choir                                
8:45 and 11:15 Services                                                                                (John Ness Beck)                                  

Ev’ry valley shall be exalted and ev’ry mountain made low,
And the crooked made straight, and the rough places plain.
And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, revealed,
And all flesh shall see it together, for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it.

Ev’ry valley shall be exalted and ev’ry mountain made low,
And the crooked straight, and the rough places plain.
And all flesh shall see it together.
For the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, revealed,
And all flesh shall see it together, for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it.

Amen!

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Musical Offering                                                          “Carol of the Bells” – Jeff Hummel
10:00 Service                                                               (arr. Mark Hayes)                          
                                       
       
     Doxology 
      Please stand as we sing to the Lord. 
      Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host: 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 †
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PROCLAIMING
God speaks to us through his word. 

Prayer of Illumination 

Scripture Reading                                                                                           Luke 1:1-4                                                                           

1 Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the things that have been fulfilled among 
us, 2 just as they were handed down to us by those who from the first were eyewitnesses and 
servants of the word. 3 With this in mind, since I myself have carefully investigated everything 
from the beginning, I too decided to write an orderly account for you, most excellent 
Theophilus, 4 so that you may know the certainty of the things you have been taught.

Leader:     This is the word of the Lord.
People:   Thanks be to God! 



Message:  

+ The Story of the King +
Richard Haney 

Notes:
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RESPONDING
We respond to God’s word. 
      
Song of Response                                      “I Love to Tell the Story” – #498 in the Hymnal                                                                                 

Prayers of the People

Leader: Father God, thank you for the true story of Jesus and your reclamation of the 
world through Him. Help us to believe the story, live the story, proclaim the 
story.
Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer.
Leader: Lord Jesus, as we begin this season of Advent, keep our hope fixed on you. 

Help us to resist the false stories of the world that turn our longings to unfulfilling 
and destructive things. Deepen in us a longing for you our King, to follow you 
and look for your coming again.
Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer. 
Leader: Holy Spirit of God, come alongside those in financial need in metro 

Richmond. We cry out for the economic health of our whole city. We pray for 
effective public transportation, fruitful job creation and wise stewardship of 
resources.
Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer. 

And for what else should we pray?

Members of the congregation may add their own intercessions at this time, ending with
“Lord, in your mercy” and all responding, “Hear our prayer.” 

Now gathering our prayers into one, let us pray boldly as our Savior has taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory for ever. Amen. 
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Prayer Needs

For Health
Vickie O’Dell, Margaret Leith, Dabney Harvey, Courtney Via, Eileen Raynor, Pam Padgett, 
Mary Ann Hancock, Lou Hanscom, Carol Holt, Celeste Reynolds, Gretchen Gravely, Betty 
and Joe Cox, Pam Rambo, Jared Armistead 

For Comfort 
Deaths – Mary Howard (11/18), Diane Atkinson (mother, 11/3), Michael Phillips
(grandmother, 10/31), Mark Grubbs (father, 10/27), Jennifer Parham (father, 10/7), Karen 
Fite (father, 10/6), Frank Wilson (sister, 10/4), Martha Gilg (father, 9/28), Annhorner Truitt 
(sister-in-law, 9/7), Brenda Wiltshire (brother, 8/31), Kathie Cox (mother, 8/31), Jane 
Gallion (8/20), Kay Martine (husband, 8/18), Britten Parker (father, 8/16), Mason and 
Jean Robinson, Stephen Robinson and Danita Harper (son and brother, Greg Robinson, 
8/7)

For Metro Richmond
We pray for persons in financial need in metropolitan Richmond: for the inclusion of all, 
regardless of race, age, or jurisdiction of residence, in the economic health of metropolitan 
Richmond; for effective, affordable, regional public transportation. 

For Our Nation and the World
Tunisia, Turkey, Turkmenistan, Turks and Caicos Islands, Tuvalu, Uganda, Ukraine, United 
Arab Emirates, United Kingdom 



SENDING
God sends us into the world as his witnesses. 

      Song of Commission         “Blessed Assurance, Jesus Is Mine” – #514 in the Hymnal                                                                                      

Commission                                                   From Hebrews 12:1-3, 13:8, (The Message)                                                                                                                     

Leader:        Let’s keep our eyes on Jesus, who both began and finished this race we’re in. 
                     Study how he did it. Because he never lost sight of where he was headed—that 
                     exhilarating finish in and with God—he could put up with anything along the 
                     way: cross, shame, whatever. And now he’s there, in the place of honor, right 
                     alongside God. When you find yourselves flagging in your faith, go over that 
                     great story again, item by item, that long litany of hostility he plowed through. 
                     That will shoot adrenaline into your souls!      
Everyone:  Amen! Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today and forever.
 

 Benediction
                                                                                                    
 Postlude                                                                   “Joyous Dialogue” – Jeff Hummel 
11:15 Service                                                                                         (Alice Jordan)                                                                                                                               

SERVICE NOTES
Today at the 8:45 service we celebrate the baptim of Malcolm, Cassandra and Cybil 
Murchie.  Their parents are Peter and Bevin Murchie. Relatives present today are uncle and 
aunt Mike and Missy Murchie, cousins Camille, Natalie, Josiah, and Gracie Murchie, uncle 
and aunt Mark and Ashley Murchie, cousins Anne and Carl Murchie and grandparents 
Susan Yemm, Rod and Jann Murchie and great grandfather Jack Moyers. Elder representing 
the Session by holding the font is Mike Murchie. The prayer sponsors are Mike and Missy 
Murchie. 

Today’s flowers are given in honor of the 29th wedding anniversary of Mike and Ellen 
Armstrong. Their anniversary is today. 

Having difficulty hearing? See one of our ushers to use a hearing assistance device.

 †  

 †  
 †  

12



13

NEWS 

Stop Hunger Now – Gift Card Drive  
Join in our goal of raising $29,000 – the equivalent of 100,000 meals – for Stop Hunger 
Now on January 23. Starting this Sunday, you can donate in honor of family or friends and 
receive a Christmas gift card to give them. Donate and sign up to serve at Stop Hunger Now 
on Sunday mornings in the Fellowship Hall or Steeple Corridor, or go online and pick up your 
card(s) on Sunday morning. 

Poinsettia Season – Place your order now!
Enhance worship at Third during Advent and then enjoy the seasonal beauty at home. Order 
a red poinsettia for $12.00 each in memory or honor of a loved one. Contact Rebecca Hatton 
by December 9 to place your order (rebeccah@thirdrva.org or 282-4645 ext. 101). Your 
plant can be claimed after the 11:00 p.m. Christmas Eve service concludes. 

Stocking Stuffers - Last week to join in! 
Join us in collecting small stocking stuffer items for the residents of Covenant Woods. These small 
treasures are such a joy to the residents. Items needed include: lotions, toiletries, pens, and gift 
items. Bring them to the Women’s Christmas Dinner or put them in the box in the main hallway 
by Room 109. Contact Jean Sommerville (789-9888). 

Crossover – Help a Family in Need
Each Christmas season CrossOver Healthcare Ministry identifies the most vulnerable families 
among our low-income, uninsured patient population. They are then matched with people in the 
community that desire to help with anything from practical needs to friendship to assisting with 
Christmas gifts.  If your small group or family is interested in serving your neighbor in this way, 
please contact Lynn Williams, lwilliams@crossoverministry.org. 

Relationships in Peace Ministry
If you are experiencing a relationship impasse or need someone to walk beside you through a 
difficult relational situation or conflict, please contact us.  We’re here to help.  Learn about this 
Third care ministry at www.thirdrva.org/partners/relationships-in-peace.  For assistance: 
RelationshipsInPeace.ThirdRVA@gmail.com or call Margie Satterfield, (804) 819-0260.

       



EVENTS
For more information on classes, events and ministries, come to the Fellowship Hall from
9:45-11:30 a.m., visit our website or find more information at kiosks throughout the 
building. 

Today! College Student Breakfast –10:00 a.m., Room 207
College students are invited to breakfast today. We’ll have a time of prayer, a short 
devotional led by Wade Hayes, and a chance to catch up with friends home for the holiday. 
Breakfast munchies provided!

STEP Christmas Store – Deadline for donations quickly approaching! 
STEP is collecting donations of new, unwrapped children’s gifts to sell for half price to families 
in Gilpin Court and surrounding communities. Items needed include: arts and crafts, sports 
equipment, electronics, games, toy cars, bikes and more. Drop off items in the box by the 
Little Lambs class by Thursday, December 3. Questions? Contact Landrie at 
lethredge@steprichmond.org. 

Women’s Christmas Dinner – Tuesday, December 1, 6:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall
We’ll gather together for a meal to connect with each other around the idea that God Is With 
Us. Sign up online or on posters at Third. Bring a dish to share.  

Lessons and Carols – December 6, 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary
Join us for a special service that tells the story of Jesus through scripture readings, visual arts, 
instrumental music and the singing of carols. The service is led in the Sanctuary, interweaving 
ancient and modern worship traditions, and finishes with the lighting of candles. 

Urban Hope Cocktails and Conversations - Thursday, December 10 at 6:00 p.m. 
Want to learn more about Urban Hope and how you can get involved? Join us at the home 
of Rob and Kathie Cox, 6008 Howard Road. Please contact kathietcox@gmail.com for more 
information. 

14



SUNDAY ADULT DISCIPLESHIP
Sunday Morning Discipleship Fellowship Classes (10:00 –11:00 a.m.)
 
Sermon Chat, Young Adults, Where is God in the Business and Busyness of 
Life?, and the Marriage Fellowship classes are all on Thanksgiving Break. 

Here’s an update on the rest of our adult classes:
 
Haydn’s “Creation” Oratorio.  Join the Good News class for a special Thanksgiving 
edition.  As we thank God, we will listen and think about the scriptural references used by 
Haydn that amplify the Glory of God. David Skove will be leading us in Room 101.

Gospel of Luke.  Join the Reveal class for a special Thanksgiving edition including food. 
Jennifer Parham will be leading us in Room 213.

Welcome, college-age students.  Join us in Room 207.  Wade Hayes will be our guest 
leader for this Sunday’s  gathering.

STUDENT MINISTRY 

Sunday Morning Ministry  
600 Forest Ave., Student Ministry Area

10:00-11:00 a.m. For all students in 7th-12th grade.

Sunday Evening Ministry  
600 Forest Ave., Fellowship Hall and Basement
7:00-8:30 p.m.  For all students in 7th-12th grade.

For more information on upcoming student ministry events and how you can get involved, 
contact Rick Hutton (rickh@thirdrva.org) or Andrea Woie (andreaw@thirdrva.org). 
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY - SUNDAY MORNING
We welcome you to Third and want you to know that your children are precious to us!   
Our staff of both professional childcare workers and volunteers are here to serve your 
family in a safe, loving and Christ-centered environment.    

Nursery is provided for the 8:45 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. Sunday services. 

Today! Family Advent Celebration – 10:00 a.m., Fellowship Hall 
Families of 3 year olds through 4th grade: come to the Fellowship Hall during the Sunday 
School hour for a kickoff to Advent! We’ll sing, hear a message about Advent, and make a 
craft. 

Club 56 will have Sunday School in the basement at 10:00 a.m. 

A Wiggle Room is available if you prefer to have your child with you but he or she is a little 
too active or noisy to be in the service. The service is streamed into Room 124 so you can 
hear the sermon while you nurse or play with your baby/toddler. Room 124 is located in 
the connecting hall across from the Toddler Room 105 leading to the Student Ministry area. 

Please let us know if we can help familiarize you with all that is available at Third for 
your children. Contact Kathy White (kathyw@thirdrva.org) or Tracie Meadows 
(traciem@thirdrva.org). 
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THIS WEEK AT THIRD
Sunday, November 29 
9:45 a.m.-11:30 a.m. Weekly refreshments – Fellowship Hall
10:00 a.m. Family Advent Celebration – Fellowship Hall 
7:00 p.m. Student Ministry gathering – Fellowship Hall and Basement  
7:30 p.m. Christian Arabic Church worship – Sanctuary 

Tuesday, December 1
9:15 a.m. Weekly Women’s Group – Room 213
9:30 a.m. Weekly Morning Mothers Together – Fellowship Hall 
6:00 p.m. Women’s Christmas Dinner – Fellowship Hall 

Wednesday, December 2
5:00 p.m. 5th and 6th grade Monthly Dinner – Fellowship Hall 
6:00 p.m. Handbell rehearsal – Choir Room 
6:15 p.m. Arabic Student Homework Tutoring – Various classrooms
6:45 p.m. Alleluia choir rehearsal – Choir Room 
7:00 p.m. Praise band rehearsal – Sanctuary  
7:30 p.m. Third Brass rehearsal – Choir Room 
 
Thursday, December 3
5:00 p.m. Praise Band rehearsal – Sanctuary
7:00 p.m. Choir rehearsal – Choir Room 
7:00 p.m. Needle’s Eye Young Professionals Grp. – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue

Friday, December 4
9:00 a.m. Emotional Eating Group – Knox Room, 500 Forest Avenue
5:00 p.m. That Great Dance Christmas Ball – Fellowship Hall 

17



Budget Update

Year-to-date giving through 
October 2015 is $1,945,000, 
which represents 70% of our 
annual giving plan with two months 
left in the year. As a reference 
point, through October 2014 we 
had collected 68% of what was our 
full year 2014 giving budget.  Also 
in 2014, close to 28% of our actual 
giving was collected during the 
months of November to December.  

We continue to trail year-to-date 
budgeted giving by $97,000 – 
however, through God’s grace 
and provision, the size of our 
budget shortfall was reduced by 
$20,000 in the month of October 
alone and our full year giving plan 
of $2,772,000 still looks within 
reach!    

We give praise for God’s 
faithfulness and generosity and 
invite you to pray that our financial 
gifts will empower Third’s ministry 
and mission at Forest Avenue, in 
Richmond and around the world.  
Your gifts have Kingdom impact.

2015 Giving Plan $2,772,000

Budgeted YTD Giving 
$2,042,000

←
YTD Giving                   
← $1,945,000

←

70%



Budgeted YTD Giving 
$2,042,000

←



A Covenant Order 
of Evangelical Presbyterians

804-282-4645  
500 Forest Ave.
Richmond, VA 23229
www.thirdrva.org 

LEARN MORE ABOUT THIRD

Welcome to Third! Visit www.thirdrva.org to learn more about the community and how you 
can connect. Worship preparation, sermon reflection notes, and sermon audio are posted 
weekly. You can also watch the sermon live on the “This Sunday” page. If you’d like to join a 
small group , find out how you can become a member ,   or find ways to serve,  please contact 
Beth Nichols at bethn@thirdrva.org. Also follow us on Facebook and Twitter for community 
updates. 

JOIN US FOR FELLOWSHIP TODAY! 

Our services are at 8:45 a.m.,10:00 a.m., and 11:15 a.m. on Sundays in the Sanctuary.  
Join us for a short time of communion and prayer every Sunday at 8:15 a.m. in Room 101. 
From 9:45-11:30 a.m. on Sunday mornings, stop by for a time of fellowship and 
refreshments, including Blanchard’s coffee, in the Fellowship Hall. 

Sanctuary

Fellowship
Hall

Forest Ave

Playground

Classrooms
(Upstairs

& Downstairs)

Worship
Services

Rm 101

Parlor

Student Ministry Area

Courtyard


