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THE GRACE OF GIVING OUR LIVES
Christ the King Sunday

"You can always give without loving, 
but you can never love without giving."

Amy Carmichael







Welcome! 
¡Bienvenido! 

We’re glad you’ve chosen to worship at Third! 
We look forward to meeting and getting to know you.
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Called together for the renewal of all things 
through Jesus Christ. 



Sanctuary Decorations 

Ordinary Time 2017 

As followers of Jesus, we “tell time differently” with a calendar shaped by the story of 
God’s works of salvation and renewal.  Not only do we mark the seasons of the 
Christian year through the readings and music in our worship service, we also use colors 
and textures to enrich our space and experience of worship.

We have spent the half year from Advent to Pentecost walking through the whole story of 
Jesus. Trinity Sunday begins the six-month period of Ordinary Time when we remember 
the story of God’s people as told throughout the Old and New Testaments. In Ordinary 
Time we are reminded that we are part of a great community of believers throughout time 
and history that has been called together to bear witness to God’s promises and presence 
in the world, finally fulfilled in Jesus and his kingdom.  The color of this season is green, 
representing the way God is at work sustaining even the small, ordinary rhythms we 
experience year by year in his creation, and the way God is calling and empowering his 
Church to join in the work of renewing all things. 
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GATHERING                   
God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
Prelude                                                                                                               Jeff Hummel                                                                        
                                                                                                 
Welcome and Announcements  

Preparation for Worship    
                                              "Now Thank We All Our God"                       Sanctuary Choir 
                                                                                                                                                      
Now thank we all our God with heart and hands and voices, 
Who wondrous things hath done, in whom his world rejoices;
Who, from our mother's arms, hath blessed us on our way
With countless gifts of love, and still is ours today. 
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 †  The cross indicates standing, as you are able. 

     Call to Worship                                                                              From Psalm 118 

Leader: Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
People: His love endures forever.
Leader: The stone the builders rejected has become the cornerstone;

the Lord has done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes.
People: The Lord has done it this very day; let us rejoice today and 

be glad.
Leader: Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

From the house of the Lord we bless you.
People: Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;

his love endures forever!
                    
Prayer of Adoration

   Songs of Praise           "Come, Ye Thankful People, Come"       #381 in the Hymnal                                                                                                    
                                                         "Build Your Kingdom"

                                                                                      (See music on following pages)                                                           

 †          

 †          
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COME, YE THANKFUL PEOPLE, COME
Come, ye thankful people, come; raise the song of harvest home. 
All is safely gathered in ere the winter storms begin. 
God, our Maker, does provide for our wants to be supplied; 
Come to God's own temple, come, raise the song of harvest home. 

All the world is God's own field, fruit unto his praise to yield, 
Wheat and tares together sown, unto joy or sorrows grown.
First the blade, and then the ear, then the full corn shall appear, 
Lord of harvest, grant that we wholesome grain and pure may be.

For the Lord our God shall come and shall take his harvest home; 
From his field shall in that day all offenses purge away, 
Give his angels charge at last in the fire the tares to cast, 
But the fruitful ears to store in his garner evermore. 

Even so, Lord, quickly come to your final harvest home, 
Gather all your people in, free from sorrow, free from sin, 
There, forever purified, in your presence to abide. 
Come, with all your angels, come, raise the glorious harvest home.



BUILD YOUR KINGDOM
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CONFESSING 
God invites us to be honest with him about ourselves. 

Prayer of Confession 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you 
and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen. 

Silent Confession 

Words of Comfort                                         From Micah 7:18-19                                                                                           

Leader: Who is a God like you, who pardons sin and forgives the transgression of the 
remnant of his inheritance? You do not stay angry forever but delight to show 
mercy. You will again have compassion on us; you will tread our sins underfoot 
and hurl all our iniquities into the depths of the sea.

Brothers and sisters, in and through Jesus Christ, 
we are forgiven!

People: Thanks be to God! 
   

   Doxology 
    Please stand as we sing to the Lord. 

         Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here 
         below; praise him above, ye heavenly host:  praise Father, Son and 
         Holy Ghost. Amen.

   Greeting of Peace   
   As a new spiritual family reconciled to one another through Christ, offer to one 

        another a sign of peace: a handshake, a hug, or even just a smile. You could say 
        something simple like “Peace be with you,” or just simply, “Peace.”
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THANKSGIVING  

Our Offerings
Pray for the Sydnor family, for their ministry in France of activating local churches to 
minister to refugees. Paul and Reinhild are with us in worship today. 

Interview with Paul and Reinhild Sydnor                             

Offertory                                 "What Love Is This?"             Sylvia Ledon and Jeff Hummel 
                      (see text on page 11) 
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"What Love Is This"

You never change; you are the God you say you are.
When I'm afraid, you come and still my beating heart.
You stay the same when hope is just a distant thought.
You take my pain and you lead me to the cross.

What love is this, that you gave your life for me,
And made a way for me to know you?
And I confess, you're always enough for me. 
You're all I need.

I look to you; I see the scars upon your hands
And hold the truth that when I can't, you always can.
And standing here, beneath the shadow of the cross,
I'm overwhelmed that I keep finding open arms.

What love is this, that you gave your life for me,
And made a way for me to know you?
And I confess, you're always enough for me. 
You're all I need.

Jesus, in your suffering you were reaching; you thought of me.
Jesus, in your suffering you were reaching; you thought of me.

What love is this, that you gave your life for me,
And made a way for me to know you?
And I confess, you're always enough for me. 
You're all I need.

What love is this, that you gave your life for me,
And made a way for me to know you?
And I confess, you're always enough for me. 
Always enough for me.
Always enough for me.

Words and Music by Kari Jobe, Lincoln Brewster and Mia Fieldes
Copyright 2012 worship together songs.
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PROCLAIMING
God speaks to us through his word.          

Scripture Reading                                                                           2 Corinthians 8:1-5                                                           

1 And now, brothers and sisters, we want you to know about the grace that God has 
given the Macedonian churches. 2 In the midst of a very severe trial, their overflowing 
joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity. 3 For I testify that they gave 
as much as they were able, and even beyond their ability. Entirely on their own, 4 they 
urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this service to the Lord’s people. 
5 And they exceeded our expectations: They gave themselves first of all to the Lord, 
and then by the will of God also to us.

Leader:     This is the word of the Lord.
People:   Thanks be to God!   
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 Message: 
The Grace of Giving Our Lives 

 (8:45 a.m.)  L J Jaworski 
(10:00/11:15 a.m.)  Fakhri Yacoub 

  
Notes:

________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________



RESPONDING
We respond to God’s word.                                                                                                

Song of Response        
                                  "Take My Life and Let It Be Consecrated"       #568 in the Hymnal 

Take my life and let it be 
Consecrated, Lord, to thee; 
Take my hands and let them move 
At the impulse of thy love, 
At the impulse of thy love.

Take my feet and let them be
Swift and beautiful for thee;
Take my voice and let me sing
Always, only, for my King,
Always, only, for my King. 

Take my lips and let them be 
Filled with messages for thee;
Take my silver and my gold,
Not a mite would I withhold,
Not a mite would I withhold. 

Take my love, my God, I pour 
At thy feet its treasure store;
Take myself and I will be 
Ever, only, all for thee,
Ever, only, all for thee.

14



15

Prayers of the People and The Lord's Prayer 

Leader: Father, you are the generous God who gives everything to us out of your 
generous heart. Help us this week to give ourselves first to you and then to 
others, that we might mirror your self-giving life in the world.
Lord, in your mercy, 

People: Hear our prayer.
Leader: Lord Jesus, we pray for your church around the world, especially in places of 

danger, hunger, temptation and persecution. Please protect and provide for 
the church, that your people might bless the nations of the earth. 
Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer. 
Leader: Holy Spirit, breathe power and strength into our Jobs for Life graduates, that 

they might know the dignity of work, love their neighbors through their efforts, 
and contribute meaningfully to the life of our city, for the sake of Jesus and 
his kingdom.  
Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer. 

And for what else should we pray?

Now gathering our prayers into one, let us pray boldly as our Savior has taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory for ever. Amen. 



Prayer Needs

For Health
Dru Fitch, James Hildebrand, Frances Eichost, Dot Jones, Margaret Leith, Larry Dupree, 
Nick Jeffer, Kaye Phillips, Elaine Turner, Judy Clough, Nancy Taulbee, Gina Maio, 
John Robertson, Brad Bishop, Evi Burgin, Greyson Tate, Carole Macomber, Julie Walden, 
Amy Boyd, Jerry Ramsey, Charles Ellison, Lou Hanscom 

For Comfort 
Deaths – Lauralee Allen (father, 11/13), Mark Williams (father), Greg Fischer (brother, 
10/27), Dave Beckmann (father, 10/11), Eli Cox (mother, 10/8), Martha Schilthuis 
(husband Jack, 10/4), Rick Darby (stepmother, 10/2), Amy Whitaker (mother, 10/1), 
Mike Lohr (father, 8/20), Robert Luck (grandfather)

For Metro Richmond 
We pray for persons in financial need in metropolitan Richmond: for the inclusion of all, 
regardless of race, age or jurisdiction of residence, in the economic health of metropolitan 
Richmond; for effective, affordable, regional public transportation. 
 
Missionary Prayer and Care groups meet monthly to pray for our mission partners 
in Europe, Asia and the Muslim world. Contact Carolyn Oakley (cdoakley1@gmail.com/
937-6564) to learn more. 
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SENDING
God sends us into the world as his witnesses. 

   Song of Commitment                        "Be Thou My Vision" 

Be thou my Vision, O Lord of my heart;
Naught be all else to me, save that thou art.
Thou my best thought, by day or by night,
Waking or sleeping, thy presence my light.
 
Be thou my Wisdom, and thou my true Word,
I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord;
Thou my great Father, I thy true son;
Thou in me dwelling, and I with thee one.
 
Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise,
Thou mine inheritance, now and always:
Thou and thou only, first in my heart,
High King of heaven, my Treasure thou art.
 
High King of heaven, my victory won,
May I reach heaven’s joys, O bright heaven’s Sun!
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,
Still be my Vision, O Ruler of all.

 †          
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 Benediction                                                  A Benediction From the Church of India

Now may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
and the love of God the Father be with you;
and may the Holy Spirit come upon you
and disturb you and trouble you,
and set before you an impossible task
and dare you to do it;
until in your desperation
you fall on your knees 
and remain there until he fills you
with his power
which alone will enable you to do it;
and then… but only then,
may the Lord grant you his peace.
In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
Amen.                                               

Postlude                                                                                                             Jeff Hummel 
                                                                                                                                                      
                 
                      

SERVICE NOTES 
Today's flowers are given by Elizabeth and Ivan Cole, in honor of their 65th 
wedding anniversary. 

 †   
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Year-to-date giving through October 2017 
is $2,411,700, approximately $78,000 or 
3% short of budgeted expectations.  Actual 
giving represents 71% of our annual giving 
plan with two months left in the year. As a 
reference point, 72% of full year 2016 giving 
had been collected through October 2016. 
It is worth noting that our annual giving 
budget remains heavily dependent on 
November and December giving as, 
historically, close to 30% of our annual 
giving occurs during these two months. We 
faithfully rest in God’s grace and provision, 
and pray that the Holy Spirit will continue 
to stir the hearts of this congregation with 
overflowing and joyful generosity to meet 
the commitments to which God has called us.  

Year-to-date expenses through October 2017 
are $2,730,150, approximately $113,000 
(or 4%) below budget with total spending 
directed towards missions $804,300, 
representing 33% of year-to-date giving.  

We give praise for God’s faithfulness and 
generosity and invite you to pray that our
financial gifts will empower Third’s ministry 
and mission at Forest Avenue, in Richmond 
and around the world.  Your gifts have 
kingdom impact.

Total 2017 Budgeted Giving: 
$3,381,230

YTD Actual 
Giving                   
$2,411,700

YTD Budgeted     
Giving      
$2,489,750  →
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2017 STEWARDSHIP SEASON

“And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all
that you need, you will abound in every good work.” 2 Corinthians 9:8

We believe the local church is one of God’s great vessels of hope for the world. Through 
the local church, the gospel is proclaimed, community is formed, individuals grow and the 
kingdom is embodied.

To that end, every year we look at what it will cost us in the coming year to live as the 
particular local church God has called us to be. The staff, working with the members of 
the Budget and Stewardship Committee, have carefully projected our budget for the 
coming year. It is the preliminary proposed budget for 2018 and awaits approval by the 
Session. 

Our pledges help us determine the accuracy of the budget and ensure our financial 
commitments to our 80+ mission partners in Richmond and around the world. Pledge 
forms may still be submitted (during the offering, on-line or brought into the church office) 
and we ask that you continue to pray for the Spirit and power of God to use our gifts to 
bring a harvest for his kingdom.
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2018 PROPOSED THIRD CHURCH BUDGET
Giving Budget of $3.83M

“But since you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in 
complete earnestness and in the love we have kindled in you—

see that you also excel in this grace of giving.” 
2 Corinthians 8:7

Personnel

Pastoral & 
Ministries

Operations

Missions

Debt



22

NEWS & EVENTS
Today! Family Advent Celebration – 10:00 a.m., Fellowship Hall 
Join us to kick off the Advent season! During the Sunday school hour, parents and their 
children between the ages of four through 4th grade are invited to the Fellowship Hall 
for a special Advent celebration.  Our regularly scheduled Sunday school for ages 
4-4th grade will not be held today.  Join us for worship, a short message about Advent, 
and a fun craft! No RSVP necessary.  This is not a drop-off event; parents and children 
are invited to attend together.

The Grace of Giving: Faith Commitments 
As we remember God’s grace this past year and the many years before, we look 
forward to this next year. Please be in prayer for the Lord’s leading as to how you will 
support Third’s ministry in 2018. On November 5, we as a church family made our 
financial commitments to the church for the year to come. Pray with us, and if you’re a 
part of this church family, join us in celebrating God’s great grace as we make our faith 
commitments for 2018. You can find these cards in the pews, and can drop them in the 
offering plate or at our church office. 

Lessons and Carols – Sunday, December 3, 7:00 p.m., Sanctuary
Traditionally, a Lessons and Carols service is a unique opportunity to hear and sing 
songs that the larger culture mostly ignores. Join us for this special interactive service of 
worshiping and reading scripture. It is a great opportunity to begin the Advent season 
reflecting on scripture and praying for the coming of God's Son. Child care available for 
kindergarten and younger. 

Forgotten No More Luncheon – Sunday, Dec. 3, 12:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall 
A new ministry to captivate hearts and build community responding to God's call to care 
for orphans, foster children, and their families. Join us for our kick-off celebration! We’ll 
hear from Janet Kelly with Virginia Kids Belong, a partnership of faith, government and 
business communities committed to solving the orphan crisis. We’ll also write notes of 
encouragement to Henrico County foster care workers, and children will make crafts for 
foster children. RSVP: thirdrva.org/events. Free! Child care provided.



Women’s Christmas Dinner – Tuesday, Dec. 5, 6:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall
For this special evening, we’ll share a meal, worship together, and hear stories from 
several women of unique ways to love your neighbors. Registration is free, but we ask 
that you 1) bring a dish to share and 2) bring a small gift to donate to the Stocking Stuffer 
Initiative for the Covenant Woods retirement community. For more info, and to RSVP, 
visit: thirdrva.org/events. Sign up: Thirdrva.org/events, on the poster in the 
Steeple Corridor, or call Sterling Lloyd at 282-4645, ext. 115. 

Purchase Poinsettias for the Sanctuary!
Enhance worship at Third during Advent and then enjoy the seasonal beauty at home. 
Order a red poinsettia for $12.00 each in memory or honor of a loved one. Contact 
Rebecca Hatton by December 8 to place your order (rebeccah@thirdrva.org or 
282-4645 ext. 101). Your plant can be claimed after the 10:00 p.m. Christmas Eve 
service concludes. 

Today! Mission lunch with Paul and Reinhild Sydnor, Fellowship Hall 
Please join us after the 11:15 a.m. worship service for a lunch and time of sharing with 
Paul and Reinhild Sydnor.  No RSVP needed. 

NEWS & EVENTS
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SUNDAY ADULT DISCIPLESHIP CLASSES
Join us for our Sunday morning discipleship classes for adults during the 10:00 a.m. hour. 

We’re offering many new short-term topical classes this season, and we hope you join 
us— especially if you’ve never been to a discipleship class before. For full class 
descriptions, visit: thirdrva.org/sunday-discipleship. 

Questions? Contact Tom Barila (tomb@thirdrva.org). 

  Doing God's Justice in   Think for a Change: 
 a Hurting World    Wisdom from the Proverbs 
 Fellowship Hall    Room 217
 Sept. 10 - Nov. 26   Sept. 10-Nov. 26
  
 A Study of Galatians  Reflections on the Reformation
 Room 101    Our History, Our Heartbreak, Our Hope
 Continuous     Room 213
      Oct. 1-Nov. 26

 Unlocking Your Family Pattern: 
 Finding Freedom from a Hurtful Past
 500 Forest Avenue, Room 109
 Sept. 10-Nov. 26
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Sunday morning student ministry 
Join us for food, solid teaching, and great people as we grow together in God’s word. 
 600 Forest Avenue, Student Ministry Area 
 10:00-11:00 a.m. for all students in 7th-12th grade. 

Sunday evening student ministry 
We will NOT be meeting this evening. Continue to enjoy the Thanksgiving holiday with 
your family. We’ll be back together on Sunday evening, December 3.

Questions? Contact Rick (rickh@thirdrva.org) or Andrea (andreaw@thirdrva.org). 

STUDENT MINISTRY 
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY - SUNDAY MORNING
DURING THE 10:00 A.M. SERVICE: Sunday School is available for all children and 
students. See below for room locations for all Sunday School classes:   

DURING 8:45 AND 11:15 A.M. SERVICES: Childcare is available for all children 
aged Kindergarten and younger. First grade and above attend worship with their parents.

A Wiggle Room is available if you prefer to have your child with you but he or she 
is a little too active or noisy to be in the service. You'll be able to watch the service via 
streaming. The room is across the courtyard and directly up the stairs, Room 226. 

Please let us know if we can help familiarize you with all that is available at Third for 
your children. Contact Kathy White (kathyw@thirdrva.org) or Tracie Meadows (traciem@
thirdrva.org).
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AGE ROOM

Infants, toddlers, 2 year olds (Little Lambs) All on the 1st floor

Little Lions - Young 3s Room 223

Little Monkeys - Older 3s, Young 4s Room 204

Little Eagles - Older 4s Room 202

Kindergarten Room 227

1st Grade Room 220

2nd Grade Room 221

3rd Grade Room 201

4th Grade Room 209

5th and 6th Grade Basement

Middle and High School Meet in Student Ministry Area



THIS WEEK AT THIRD
Sunday, November 26 
8:45, 10:00, 11:15 a.m. Worship services – Sanctuary
10:00 a.m. Family Advent Celebration – Fellowship Hall 
12:15 p.m. Mission lunch with the Sydnors – Fellowship Hall 

Monday, November 27
5:45 p.m. Jobs for Life – Fellowship Hall

Tuesday, November 28
9:30 a.m. "Nehemiah: A Heart That Can Break" study – Room 213
12:00 p.m. Christian Book Group – Bonhoeffer Room, 500 Forest Avenue 
6:20 p.m. Session dinner – Fellowship Hall
7:00 p.m. Session meeting – Fellowship Hall 

Wednesday, November 29 
8:30 a.m. Community Bible Study – Various rooms, 600 Forest Avenue 
6:00 p.m. Jobs for Life graduation – Fellowship Hall
6:30 p.m. Freedom Road: A Recovery Community – 2nd Floor Conference Room, 
                                                                                       500 Forest Avenue  
6:45 p.m. Club56 – Basement 

Thursday, November 30 
7:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir rehearsal – Choir Room 

Friday, December 1
1:00 p.m. Day by Dayers meeting – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue
6:00 p.m. Healing prayer rooms – Student ministry area 
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A Covenant Order 
of Evangelical Presbyterians

Third Church 
804-282-4645  
500 Forest Ave.
Richmond, VA 23229
www.thirdrva.org 

LEARN MORE ABOUT THIRD
Welcome to Third! We’re so glad you’re here. We’d love to get to know you and for you to 
learn more about our community. We have a couple opportunities for you to connect with us 
and help you find out more about Third.
• Sign up for our ministry emails: thirdrva.org/signup 
• Pick up Third Press: Our monthly newsletter can be found around the church. 
• Follow us on Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram: @thirdrva  

SUNDAY MORNINGS AT THIRD
If you need help or have any questions at any point on a Sunday morning, look for 
individuals wearing carnations or yellow name badges. They’re here to help answer 
questions, find you seats, and guide you around our building.  

Sanctuary

Fellowship
Hall

Forest Ave

Playground

Classrooms
(Upstairs

& Downstairs)

Worship
Services

Room 101

Parlor

Courtyard

Parking Lot

To 
Parking Lot


