
Sunday | May 22, 2016
Trinity Sunday

CLAIM THE KING

“People who have been healed of Jesus but do not 
adhere to Jesus are a prize find for demons.” 

Hans Klein



Welcome! 
Bienvenido! 

We’re glad you’ve chosen to worship at Third! 
We look forward to meeting and getting to know you.

Third Church exists to spread the gospel and seek 
the Shalom of metro Richmond and the world through 

a movement of communities and congregations, 
welcoming people of all cultures to the glory of Jesus Christ. 
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GATHERING                   
God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
Prelude                           "Prelude and Fugue in C Major" – Jeff Hummel
                                                                                                                                   (J.S. Bach) 
Welcome and Announcements  

Preparation                                                                                           
Leader: Holy God,

faithful and unchanging:
enlarge our minds with the knowledge of your truth,
and draw us more deeply into the mystery of your love,
that we may truly worship you,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

Everyone: Amen.

Let’s quiet our hearts in silent preparation for worship.

 Call to Worship                                                                                   From Psalm 29                                             
Leader: Ascribe to the Lord, O mighty ones,

ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.
People: Ascribe to the Lord the glory due to his name;

worship the Lord in the splendor of his holiness.
Leader: The Lord sits enthroned over the flood;

the Lord is enthroned as King forever.
People: The Lord gives strength to his people;

the Lord blesses his people with peace.
                                                                                 

  Opening Prayer

  Songs of Praise                                          "Our God"                
                                                                              "How Firm a Foundation" 

                                                                                                (See music on following page.) 

 The cross indicates standing, as you are able.  † 3
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OUR GOD
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HOW FIRM A FOUNDATION
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CONFESSING 
God invites us to be honest with him about ourselves. 

Prayer of Confession    
Leader: Temper my intemperance, Lord, 

O hallowed, O adored, 
my heart’s creator, mighty, wild, 
temper thy untempered child. 
Blaze my eye and blast my ear, 
Let me never fear to fear, 
nor forget what I have heard, 
even your voice, my Lord. 
Even your Word. 

                                                                                
Silent Confession    

Song of Confession                                                                                     Kyrie Eleison  
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Words of Comfort and Assurance                                                         John 3:16-17                                                                                                       

Leader: “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that 
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God 
did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the 
world through him.”
Through Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!

Everyone: Thanks be to God! 

 

   Greeting of Peace †    
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THANKSGIVING
We respond to God’s word.                                                                                                

Our Offerings
Pray for John and Lynn Lehn as they invest in church planting in Croatia: for the past 7 
years the Dubrava Church on the east side of Zagreb, and since May 2012 in Dubrovnik 
in the southern tip of Croatia. Pray for spiritual and numerical growth and ministry to the 
surrounding cities.

Musical Offering                                     "He, Watching Over Israel" – Sanctuary Choir 
8:45 and 11:15 a.m. services                                                                    (Mendelssohn)

He, watching over Israel, slumbers not nor sleeps; 
Shouldst thou, walking in grief, languish, 
He will quicken thee. 

Musical Offering          "Oh My God"
10:00 a.m. service                         

King of Glory, oh my Jesus Christ, free me from what keeps me from your life. 
I can feel this heart beating inside.  I don't know when I've felt more alive. 
Oh my God, my God!  Oh my God, my God!

Let us pass, oh Lord, from death to life.  Oh my God, lead us into your light,
Burning like a thousand suns at night.  We'll sing your name until the end of time.
Oh my God, my God!  Oh my God, my God!

Born all over again.  Bring your rain and bring your wind; 
I'm born all over, born all over again.  
Death will lose and we will win; I'm born all over. 

Words and Music by David Crowder and Mark Waldrop
© 2012 Inot Music; CCLI License # 706798

 Doxology 
 Please stand as we sing to the Lord. 
 Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise him, all creatures here 

      below; Praise him above, ye heavenly host: Praise Father, Son and  
      Holy Ghost. Amen.     
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PROCLAIMING
God speaks to us through his word.          

Prayer of Illumination 
  
Scripture Reading                                                                                        Luke 11:14-26        

14 Jesus was driving out a demon that was mute. When the demon left, the man who had 
been mute spoke, and the crowd was amazed. 15 But some of them said, “By Beelzebul, the 
prince of demons, he is driving out demons.” 16 Others tested him by asking for a sign from 
heaven.

17 Jesus knew their thoughts and said to them: “Any kingdom divided against itself will be 
ruined, and a house divided against itself will fall. 18 If Satan is divided against himself, how 
can his kingdom stand? I say this because you claim that I drive out demons by Beelzebul. 
19 Now if I drive out demons by Beelzebul, by whom do your followers drive them out? So 
then, they will be your judges. 20 But if I drive out demons by the finger of God, then the 
kingdom of God has come upon you.

21 “When a strong man, fully armed, guards his own house, his possessions are safe. 22 But 
when someone stronger attacks and overpowers him, he takes away the armor in which the 
man trusted and divides up his plunder.

23 “Whoever is not with me is against me, and whoever does not gather with me scatters.

24 “When an impure spirit comes out of a person, it goes through arid places seeking rest 
and does not find it. Then it says, ‘I will return to the house I left.’ 25 When it arrives, it finds 
the house swept clean and put in order. 26 Then it goes and takes seven other spirits more 
wicked than itself, and they go in and live there. And the final condition of that person is 
worse than the first.”

Leader:     This is the word of the Lord.
People:   Thanks be to God! 
                                                                 



Message:  

Claim the King
+ Percy Strickland +

  
 

Notes:
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RESPONDING
We respond to God’s word. 

Song of Response                               "Be Strong in the Lord" – #661 in the Hymnal                                                                              

Prayers of the People and The Lord's Prayer  
Leader: Father God, thank you that though evil is strong, our Savior is stronger! Help 

us to claim the Lordship of Jesus the King every day in our lives, and to rely 
every day on his power over sin and evil rather than our own willpower and 
strength. 
Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer.
Leader: Lord Jesus Christ, we pray for our daughter congregation East End Fellowship. 

Thank you for the work you have done in the East End through them, and 
make their ministry flourish in the years to come. May many more churches be 
planted through EEF and Third, especially churches that demonstrate the 
power of the gospel to reconcile races, restore communities and heal broken 
lives. 
Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer. 
Leader: Holy Spirit, thank you for the work and ministry of CHAT and other ministries 

that serve kids and youth at risk in our city. May your Shalom extend to every 
household, school, and institution in our city that is affected by the brokenness 
of poverty, violence and systemic sin. Break the reign of the evil one and bring 
your Kingdom!
Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer. 

Now gathering our prayers into one, let us pray boldly as our Savior has taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory for ever. Amen. 
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Prayer Needs

For Health
James Hacker, Kath Thorne, Brandon Perry, Charles Ellison, Nancy Bonsack, Christie 
Geraty, Dru Fitch, Catherine "Cat" Ramsey, Susan Godfrey, Mark Koontz, Nancy 
Cunningham, Joe and June Keller, Margaret Leith, Dabney Harvey, Eileen Raynor, Pam 
Padgett, Lou Hanscom, Carol Holt, Celeste Reynolds, Gretchen Gravely, Pam Rambo

For Comfort 
Deaths – Evelyn Jennings (granddaughter, 5/14), Tanya Wohner (daughter-in-law, 5/13), 
Ann Tate (father, 5/15 and brother-in-law, 3/29), Janis Sumpter (husband Bill, 4/18), 
Carolyn Rennie (brother, 4/9), Cheryl Richardson (sister, 4/2), Christi Hancock (nephew, 
4/2), John Dean, Gayle Mellis, Jessica Cochrane (wife, mother and grandmother June 
Dean, 3/7), Jack Martin (brother, 3/2)

For Metro Richmond 
We pray for the churches and religious institutions of metropolitan Richmond: for seminaries, 
Bible colleges and schools training persons for vocations in ministry; for the students, faculty 
and staff of these institutions. 

For Our Nation and the World – Rwanda
In 1994, long-standing conflict between Rwanda's two major tribal groups culminated in 
the tragic genocide of 800,000-1,000,000 Tutsis and moderate Hutus by Hutu extremists 
in 100 days. The government and the church are working for reconciliation and forgiveness 
for the healing of this deeply wounded nation.  

Rwandan Pastor Marie Mukabutera and her daughter, Ariane Fiat, are worshipping at 
Third during their 6-week visit in Richmond. Below are their prayer requests for their country 
and its people.  

• Pray for Rwandans' reconciliation to continue between those who have lost their loved 
ones and those who took part in the genocide. 

• Pray for everlasting peace and joy in Rwanda from now on.
• Pray for the Joy of the Lord Church located in Gisenyi. 

We also give praise for the birth of Ariane's son, Mikel Carmelo Nkera, born on April 28.

Missionary Prayer and Care groups meet monthly to pray for our mission partners 
in Europe, Asia and the Muslim world. Contact Carolyn Oakley (cdoakley1@gmail.com/
937-6564) to learn more. 
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SENDING
God sends us into the world as his witnesses. 

 Song of Commission            "A Mighty Fortress Is Our God" – #43 in the Hymnal                                   
                                                                          
 Commission                                                   From 1 John 4:4 and Romans 8:37-39
Leader: As God sends you into the world, remember that He who is in you is 

stronger than he that is in the world. Stay with the King!
Everyone: Neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things 

present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, 
nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us 
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord!

 
 Benediction 

Postlude                                          "Praise to the Lord, the Almighty"– Jeff Hummel
11:15 a.m. Service                                                                                 (arr. Diane Bish)                                            

If you would like prayer for any reason, two elders are available at the front of the 
Sanctuary (by the lectern) after each service. We invite you to come forward for any 
prayer needs you may have.

                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                        
                                                                                          
         
                            
 

 †  
 †  

 †         
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SERVICE NOTES 
Today we celebrate the birth of Elliott Fitch Davis, son of Mark and Emily Davis.  
Elliott was born on May 12, 2016. 
  
Today we celebrate the birth of Jacob William Sanderson, son of Ann and Sean 
Sanderson.  Jacob was born on May 13, 2016. 

Today's flowers are given in honor of the marriage of Noah Richardson and Hannah 
Silver, whose wedding took place yesterday, May 21, in the Sanctuary. 



Gifts for the Mission Scholarship and Training Fund

“…and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”  Acts 1:8

Mission is a cornerstone of Third Church, beginning with its founding on the docks of 
the James River. Mission is still a key ministry of who we are, 179 years later.  Therefore, 
we invite you to join in Third’s mission work by making a gift to the Missions Scholarship 
and Training Fund to help provide resources for Third to use during this year.  Our goal 
amount for needed funds is $20,000.

Contributions given to the Fund will be used for several purposes:

1. Scholarships: To help support persons in gaining exposure and experience in 
     mission work settings through short-term mission trips. 
2. Projects: To purchase materials for ministry projects to be completed by our short-
     term mission teams (construction materials, medical supplies, VBS materials, etc.).
3. Training in Mission: For training courses and experiences that help build 
     understanding and investment in God’s work of proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ
     and advancing his Kingdom (i.e., training programs like Perspectives on the World 
     Christian Movement, Urbana World Missions Conference, etc.).

2016 Short-Term Mission Trips that will be supported by this effort:

High School Mexico Trip                 Bismarck, North Dakota 
July 3-9       August 6-13
Building a home for a family     Assisting in a one-week Young Life-style 
connected to a local                                         summer camp for middle and high school 
congregation.       Native Americans at Standing Rock 
       Reservation. 
Port-au-Prince, Haiti 
July 16-23
Home construction, medical assistance 
and a vacation Bible school. 

Please use the envelope provided to make a contribution and drop in the offering plate 
or make a donation online at thirdrva.org/generosity – online giving or contact 
Sue Hendrickson (sueh@thirdrva.org) in the Finance office. 
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NEWS & EVENTS

Support the VBS Mission Drive! T-Shirts Now for Sale! 
Every summer, VBS adopts a mission project and this year we’ll collect money to help 
build a library for the students of Anura School in Niger, West Africa. We need help from 
the whole church, not just VBS! You can purchase a shirt through our online campaign 
and funds raised will benefit the library project.  After VBS, any unwanted shirts can be 
donated to our mission partner, STEP, for their volunteers and participants to wear during 
their VBS in July. Go to: booster.com/vbs2016.

Host Family Needed – Help a Victim of Human Trafficking 
The Grey Haven, a ministry helping women find restoration and opportunity out of 
human trafficking, is seeking a family to help provide rent-free housing and support for 
a 35-40-year-old, independent and responsible woman for the next year. For more 
information, and to learn about house rules and requirements, please contact Ed 
Satterfield (282-4645 or eds@thirdrva.org).

Bibles for India – Donations Needed
Inspire International, the literary ministry of David and Nalini Singh and Nisha Singh 
Grant in India, is in need of Bibles, commentaries, and Bible dictionaries for adults and 
children. Boxes for donations are in the main hall outside the nurseries. 

Come Explore the Children’s Library!
Located on the first floor across from the mail room, the Children's Library is waiting for 
your family to come in and discover the perfect summer reading and DVDs for your 
enjoyment. 

Sports Skills Camp – Register Today! – July 11-15
This is a great opportunity for your child or children to build skills in basketball and 
soccer, and to learn about Christian character building from skilled college athletes. Like 
VBS, it’s a chance to invite friends into community and hear the good news of the Gospel. 
Sign up today at www.thirdrva.org/events. 

Relationships in Peace Ministry
If you are experiencing a relationship impasse or need someone to walk beside you 
through a difficult relational situation or conflict, please contact us.  We’re here to help. 
Visit www.thirdrva.org/partners/relationships-in-peace.  For assistance: 
RelationshipsInPeace. thirdrva@gmail.com or call Margie Satterfield, (804) 819-0260.
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SUNDAY MORNING FELLOWSHIP  
Weather permitting, we’ll be moving our fellowship time (9:45–11:30 a.m.) to 
outside for the warmer months.  Join us in the courtyard (by the Forest Ave. entrance) for 
refreshments and a time to catch up with friends and meet some new people! In case of 
rain, join us in the Fellowship Hall. 
 

SUNDAY ADULT DISCIPLESHIP
Sunday Morning Discipleship Fellowship Classes (10:00 –11:00 a.m.)

If you haven’t already, check out one of our classes to get plugged in and meet more 
folks at Third. All classes run from 10:00–11:00 a.m. throughout our main church building 
and our office building (next door, 500 Forest Ave.).

A Study of the Book of Luke       A Study of Hebrews 
Room 213       Room 101 

Sermon Chat     Where is God in the Business
Room 207      and Busyness of Life? 
       Room 217 
Marriage Fellowship    
Room 209       
       
The Spirituality of Brokenness
Love and spirituality in the healing of addictions.
500 Forest Avenue, Room 109

If you want more information, have any questions about the classes, or want to get in 
touch with the leaders, visit www.thirdrva.org/classes-and-fellowship, or contact Tom 
Barila (tomb@thirdrva.org). 
 



STUDENT MINISTRY 
Sunday Morning Ministry: Join us each Sunday for food, great teaching, and great 
people as we grow together in God’s word. 
 600 Forest Ave., Student Ministry Area
 10:00-11:00 a.m. for all students in 7th-12th grade.

Sunday Evening Ministry: Be a part of games, music and teaching, and exciting small 
group community each Sunday night. 
 600 Forest Ave., Fellowship Hall and Basement
 7:00-8:30 p.m. for all students in 7th-12th grade.

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY - SUNDAY MORNING
We welcome you to Third and want you to know that your children are precious to us!   
Our staff of both professional childcare workers and volunteers are here to serve your 
family in a safe, loving and Christ-centered environment.    

8:45 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. services - Childcare available for all children aged 
Kindergarten and younger. First grade and above attend worship with their parents.

10:00 a.m. service - Sunday school for children ages 2 and older. Nursery available for 
infants and toddlers. For details on all Sunday school class offerings, pick up the Winter and 
Spring class brochure found near the doors. 

A Wiggle Room is available if you prefer to have your child with you but he or she is a 
little too active or noisy to be in the service. The service is streamed into Room 124 which is 
located in the connecting hall across from the toddler Room 105.

Please let us know if we can help familiarize you with all that is available at Third 
for your children. Contact Kathy White (kathyw@thirdrva.org) or Tracie Meadows 
(traciem@thirdrva.org). 
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THIS WEEK AT THIRD

Sunday, May 22
8:00 a.m. Prayer and Communion – Room 101 
8:45, 10:00, 11:15 a.m. Worship services – Sanctuary 
6:30 p.m. Student Ministry Night to Remember – Fellowship Hall  

Monday, May 23
5:45 p.m. Jobs for Life – Fellowship Hall 

Tuesday, May 24
9:00 a.m. Kingdom Knitters – Parlor 
9:15 a.m. Weekly group “Breathe” – Room 213
9:30 a.m. Weekly morning Mothers Together group – Fellowship Hall 
6:15 p.m. Session dinner – Kitchen, 500 Forest Avenue 
7:00 p.m. Session meeting – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue
 
Wednesday, May 25
6:00 p.m. Handbell rehearsal – Choir Room 
6:00 p.m. Smile monthly meeting – Fellowship Hall, 107, 109, Student Ministry area
6:45 p.m. Alleluia choir rehearsal – Sanctuary  

Thursday, May 26
7:00 p.m. VBS Volunteer Training meeting – Fellowship Hall 
7:00 p.m. Praise band rehearsal – Sanctuary 
7:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir rehearsal – Choir Room
7:00 p.m. Needle’s Eye Young Professionals Grp. – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue
8:00 p.m. Third Brass rehearsal – Sanctuary
 
Friday, May 27
9:00 a.m. Emotional Eating Group – Knox Room, 500 Forest Avenue



A Covenant Order 
of Evangelical Presbyterians

804-282-4645  
500 Forest Ave.
Richmond, VA 23229
www.thirdrva.org 

LEARN MORE ABOUT THIRD
Welcome to Third! We’re so glad you’re here. We’d love to get to know you and for you to 
learn more about our community. We have a couple opportunities for you to connect with us, 
and help you find out more about Third.

• Visit our website: thirdrva.org. 
• Sign up for emails: thirdrva.org/signup 
• Pick up a copy of Third Press: This is our monthly newsletter and you can find copies 

throughout the church. 

SUNDAY MORNINGS AT THIRD
If you need help or have any questions at any point on a Sunday morning, look for 
individuals wearing carnations or yellow name badges. They’re here to help answer 
questions, find you seats, and guide you around our building.

Sanctuary

Fellowship
Hall

Forest Ave

Playground

Classrooms
(Upstairs

& Downstairs)

Worship
Services

Rm 101

Parlor

Student Ministry Area

Courtyard


