
Sunday | May 1, 2016

JOIN THE HARVEST
Sixth Sunday of Easter

"The church exists by mission just as fire exists by burning.”
Emil Bruner



Welcome! 
Bienvenido! 

We’re glad you’ve chosen to worship at Third! 
We look forward to meeting and getting to know you.

Third Church exists to spread the gospel and seek 
the Shalom of metro Richmond and the world through 

a movement of communities and congregations, 
welcoming people of all cultures to the glory of Jesus Christ. 
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GATHERING                   
God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.

Prelude                                                                                                                         Ron Klipp                                                                                 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
Welcome and Announcements  

Preparation                                                                 From the Book of Common Prayer
Leader: O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good things as 

surpass our understanding: Pour into our hearts such love towards you, 
that we, loving you in all things and above all things, may obtain your 
promises, which exceed all that we can desire; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever.

Everyone: Amen.

Let’s quiet our hearts in silent preparation for worship.

   Call to Worship                                                             From Revelation 4:8b; 5:13 

Leader: Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty, who was and is and is to come! 
People: To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb 

be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever!
                                                                                
Opening Prayer

   Songs of Praise          "Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty" – #2 in the Hymnal
                                                                                                                       "I See the Lord"                                           

                           (See music on following page.) 

 The cross indicates standing, as you are able.  †
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY! LORD GOD ALMIGHTY
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I SEE THE LORD



CONFESSING 
God invites us to be honest with him about ourselves. 

Prayer of Confession    
                                                                                   
Leader: We praise you, Holy God, for your steadfast love 

given to us in the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Hold us by your grace, even as we have sinned against it 
and marred our relationship with you and our neighbor. 
We repent of our sins and long for you to restore us. 

People: In your great love come, cleanse, heal and help us,
that we may live out our days to the praise of your grace
and to the glory of your Holy name. Amen.

Silent Confession 

Words of Comfort and Forgiveness     
   
Leader: Hear the good news! 

Who is in a position to condemn us? 
People: Only Christ! 
Leader: And Christ died for us, Christ rose for us, 

Christ reigns in power for us, Christ prays for us. 
Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation. 
The old life has gone; the new life has begun! 
Know that you are forgiven, and be at peace.

People: Amen! 
                

   Greeting of Peace       
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THANKSGIVING
We respond to God’s word.                                                                                                

Our Offerings
Pray for Richard Haney and Presbyterian Frontier Fellowship, as they connect 
Presbyterian churches to be engaged in establishing new churches among indigenous 
people groups around the world.

Musical Offering                                                                                                "Break Us"
                 (Kelley McRae/Isaac Wardell)
                (See music on following page.) 

                                       
  Doxology 
  Please stand as we sing to the Lord. 

       Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise him, all creatures here 
       below; Praise him above, ye heavenly host: Praise Father, Son and  
       Holy Ghost. Amen.                                                                 
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When I stand in the presence of a holy God, 
And I flee and I cover my face, 
My heart filled with shame, 
Yet You still call my name, 
And You break me by the power of Your grace. 

(refrain) 
Break us by the power of Your grace, O Lord, 
Won’t You break us by the power of Your grace. 
Break us, remake us, don’t let the sorrow take us; 
O break us by the power of Your grace. 

When I walk through the evil and strife of the earth 
And I turn and I cover my eyes, 
The arms that do violence 
While our hearts watch in silence— 
Won’t you break them by the power of Your grace. 

When my flesh, it shall fail, and my work here is done, 
And the heavens and earth are remade, 
Though I sowed here in sorrow 
It will be glorious tomorrow. 

BREAK US 
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PROCLAIMING
God speaks to us through his word.          

Prayer of Illumination 

Scripture Reading                                                                          Luke 10:1-12, 17-21
1 After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them two by two ahead of him 
to every town and place where he was about to go. 2 He told them, “The harvest is 
plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out 
workers into his harvest field. 3 Go! I am sending you out like lambs among wolves. 
4 Do not take a purse or bag or sandals; and do not greet anyone on the road.

5 “When you enter a house, first say, ‘Peace to this house.’ 6 If someone who promotes 
peace is there, your peace will rest on them; if not, it will return to you. 7 Stay there, 
eating and drinking whatever they give you, for the worker deserves his wages. Do not 
move around from house to house.

8 “When you enter a town and are welcomed, eat what is offered to you. 9 Heal the sick 
who are there and tell them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near to you.’ 10 But when 
you enter a town and are not welcomed, go into its streets and say, 11 ‘Even the dust of 
your town we wipe from our feet as a warning to you. Yet be sure of this: The kingdom of 
God has come near.’ 12 I tell you, it will be more bearable on that day for Sodom than for 
that town.

17 The seventy-two returned with joy and said, “Lord, even the demons submit to us in your 
name.” 18 He replied, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. 19 I have given you 
authority to trample on snakes and scorpions and to overcome all the power of the 
enemy; nothing will harm you. 20 However, do not rejoice that the spirits submit to you, 
but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.” 21 At that time Jesus, full of joy through 
the Holy Spirit, said, “I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have 
hidden these things from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little children. Yes, 
Father, for this is what you were pleased to do.

Leader:     This is the word of the Lord.
People:   Thanks be to God! 



Message:  

Join the Harvest 
+ Corey Widmer +

  
 

Notes:

10



RESPONDING
We respond to God’s word. 

Celebration of the Lord's Supper

Leader: Lift up your hearts!
People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
Everyone: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Leader: Holy and Merciful God, our Father,
You have made us in your image and for yourself.
You have made this good world for us to tend and to enjoy.
God, our Father, 

People: Hear the praise of grateful hearts.

Leader: You sought your ancient people when they strayed from you.
You freed them from the oppressor and brought them home.
God, our Father, 

People: Hear the praise of grateful hearts.

Leader: You have come in Jesus Christ to bring us home to you.
By his Incarnation–

People: You have found us.
Leader: By his Death–
People: You have forgiven us.
Leader: By his Resurrection–
People: You have freed us. 
Leader: God, our Father, 
People: Hear the praise of grateful hearts.
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Leader: In union with Jesus Christ of Nazareth, our Great High Priest, and with all 
those who worship you, both in heaven and on earth, we offer you our 
praise, saying:

People: Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest;
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Words of Institution                                                         From 1 Corinthians 11: 23-26

Leader: “The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he 
had given thanks, he broke it and said, ‘This is my body, which is for you; 
do this in remembrance of me.’ In the same way, after supper he took the 
cup, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever 
you drink it, in remembrance of me.’ For whenever you eat this bread and 
drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.”

Leader: Holy and Merciful God, our Father, send down your Holy Spirit
on our bread and wine, that they may be for us the body and blood of 
Christ, and on your people, that we may be the body of Christ, reconciled 
to you and to each other by his blood, and sent as the body of Christ for the 
sake of the world. By your Holy Spirit make us– 

People: One with Christ, one with each other, 
and one in mission to all the world,

Leader: Until Christ shall come in final victory
and we feast together at his heavenly banquet.

People: Amen! 
Leader: We pray: Maranatha-
People: Even so, come, Lord Jesus, come.
Leader: We pray the prayer which Christ has placed upon our lips–
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Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come;
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory for ever. Amen. 

The Lord’s Supper 
The Lord’s Supper, or Communion, is one of the two sacraments we celebrate (the other is 
baptism). It is one of the most important things we do when we gather together, because 
the bread and juice are concrete signs of what Jesus has done for us on the cross. When 
we come forward to receive them, we believe that Jesus is actually present through the 
Holy Spirit, extending his grace and forgiveness to us.

We welcome all baptized Christians who are willing to forsake their sin and trust in Jesus 
Christ for salvation. If you are not able to receive Communion, we invite you to use this 
time to meditate on one of the following prayers:

Prayer of Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus, you claim to be the Way, the Truth and the Life. Help me to be undaunted by 
the cost of following you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is true, 
please guide me, teach me, and open me to the reality of who you are. Lead me into the 
light and life you promise. Amen.

Prayer of Belief
Lord Jesus Christ, I admit that I am more blind and sinful than I ever dared admit, but 
through you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared hope. I thank you for 
paying my debt on the cross, taking what I deserved in order to offer me complete 
acceptance. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and 
receive you as Savior and Lord. Amen.

– Adapted from prayers written by Rev. Scot Sherman, Redeemer Presbyterian Church.



Musical Meditation                                       "A Simple Alleluia" – Sanctuary Choir
                                                                                                                                 (Martin) 

Sing a simple alleluia, raise a gentle hymn of praise.
Give to God a heart of wonder, music from a heart of faith.
Sing a simple alleluia, songs of promise, songs of love.
Make each theme an act of worship, ev'ry note for God above.
Sing a simple alleluia.  Sing a simple alleluia,
Alleluia, alleluia.  Alleluia.

Sing a simple alleluia, worship from a grateful heart.
Humbled by God's boundless mercy, let the adoration start.
Blessed that we can give to others, reaching out to those in need,
Singing hope into the silence, changing hearts with heaven's peace.
Sing a simple alleluia.  Sing a simple alleluia,
Alleluia, alleluia.  Alleluia.

Live a simple alleluia, treasure ev'ry gift of life.
Raise your heart in glad thanksgiving; lift your worship to the skies.
Live a simple alleluia, ev'ry breath an act of grace.
Make your life a song of service.  Make the world a better place.
Sing a simple alleluia.  Sing a simple alleluia,
Alleluia, alleluia.  Alleluia.
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WE ARE NOT OVERCOME
(From Lamentations 3) 

15



Prayer Needs

For Health
Brandon Perry, Nancy Bonsack, Christie Geraty, Dru Fitch, Catherine "Cat" Ramsey, 
Charles Ellison, Susan Godfrey, Mark Koontz, Nancy Cunningham, Joe and June Keller, 
Margaret Leith, Dabney Harvey, Eileen Raynor, Pam Padgett, Lou Hanscom, Carol Holt, 
Celeste Reynolds, Gretchen Gravely, Pam Rambo

For Comfort 
Deaths – Janis Sumpter (husband Bill, 4/18), Carolyn Rennie (brother, 4/9), Cheryl 
Richardson (sister, 4/2), Christi Hancock (nephew, 4/2), Ann Tate (brother-in-law, 3/29), 
John Dean, Gayle Mellis, Jessica Cochrane (wife, mother and grandmother June Dean, 
3/7), Ann Kooiman (grandson, 3/5), Jack Martin (brother, 3/2)

For Metro Richmond 
We pray for the churches and religious institutions of metropolitan Richmond: that the true 
light of the Gospel of Jesus Christ may awaken and heal every heart in every corner of 
Richmond, Chesterfield, Hanover, Henrico and the surrounding counties and towns. 

For Our Nation and the World – North India
Over 400 million people live in North India and the Christian population there is less than 
1%.  The region includes large cities like Delhi (the capital), Kolkata (Calcutta) and 
Varanasi (India’s most sacred city). The Ganges River flows through this region and 
empties into the Bay of Bengal.

• Pray for Uttar Pradesh, India’s most populous state (200 million) and the                            
spiritual center of Hinduism. Pilgrims travel annually to Varanasi and visit places on               
the Ganges River. Pray for Christ to be proclaimed there.

• Pray for Bihar, India’s poorest state (100 million). Pray for the capital city of Patna, 
home to several Christian ministries and many missionaries.

• Praise God for the church-planting (CPM) and disciple-making (DMM) ministries 
exploding across Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, and West Bengal. Pray for M. K. and Chandan 
who are training church planters.

Missionary Prayer and Care groups meet monthly to pray for our mission partners in 
Europe, Asia and the Muslim world. Contact Carolyn Oakley (cdoakley1@gmail.com/
937-6564) to learn more. 
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SENDING
God sends us into the world as his witnesses. 

Song of Commission                                      "Give Me One Pure and Holy Passion"  †  
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  Commission                                                                                                 

Leader: We have heard the good news that we are loved, forgiven and a part of 
God’s family. 
We have seen the good news dramatized at the table and in the love of 
the community. 
We have tasted the good news in the bread and wine, the feast of grace 
with Jesus as our host. 
We have felt the good news, the experience in our hearts that we are 
known and loved. 
Now the Lord says, “Go! I am sending you to speak the good news and 
make it known in word and deed.”

Everyone:  Send us out into the harvest 
and let us return with joy,
and may your Kingdom come!

 
  Benediction 

Postlude                                                                                                                 Ron Klipp                                                                                 
11:15 a.m. Service                                                                                           
         

                                                                                                  

SERVICE NOTES 
Today's flowers are given in honor of our mission partner Richard Haney and 
Presbyterian Frontier Fellowship, as they connect Presbyterian churches to be engaged in 
establishing new churches among indigenous people groups around the world.

After the service, elders are available at the front left of the Sanctuary if you desire 
prayer for healing, for direction, to begin or renew your relationship with Jesus Christ, 
or for any other need. 

 †  

 †         



NEWS & EVENTS

Today! Rabbi Jamie Cowen Speaking – 10:00 a.m., Room 213
This morning, Rabbi Jamie Cowen will teach on the Jewish background of Luke and Acts 
at the Book of Luke class, followed by a time for Q&A.  Jamie, formerly the rabbi at 
Richmond’s Tikvat Israel Congregation, lives in Israel and has spoken yearly at Third for 
the last 10 years.  More about Jamie: jamiecowenministries.com. 

Last Call! Club 56 Retreat – Friday and Saturday, May 6-7 
Fifth and 6th grade students are invited to this annual retreat.  Students will hear from a 
speaker, play games, eat together, and spend quiet time in God’s word.  Friends are 
welcome too!  Participants must register online: thirdrva.org/registrations. Questions? 
Contact Tracie at traciem@thirdrva.org. 

Shiloh: Coffee and Fellowship – Saturday, May 14, 10:00 a.m., Parlor
Shiloh provides support for those grieving the loss of their unborn child or longing for a 
child yet to be conceived. Shiloh invites you to a gathering of coffee and fellowship. 
Husbands welcome. RSVP to Caroline Hutton (cmhutton6@gmail.com). If you need 
childcare, please let Caroline know by May 8.

Prayer Walk – Monday, May 9, 6:30 p.m., Jefferson Park
Richmond Justice Initiative and Precious to God ministries are leading a prayer walk 
around the Church Hill neighborhood to pray for victims and survivors of human 
trafficking, and for those working against human trafficking. All are welcome to join the 
walk. Questions? Contact volunteer@rvaji.com. 

Volunteers Needed! 
East End Games – May 14, 9:30 a.m. – 2:00 p.m., Bill Robinson Park
Join our missions partner Blue Sky Fund for this annual event in Church Hill. This event 
provides sports instruction, lunch, and an encouraging speaker to over 200 local youth. 
Over 100 volunteers are needed to help lead activities and serve. To volunteer, or donate 
towards this event, visit www.blueskyfund.org. 
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NEWS & EVENTS

Elephant in the Room – Wednesday, May 18, 7:00 p.m., Room 101
Leaders from XXXChurch (www.xxxchurch.com) have prepared a teaching on 
pornography and its effect on the church.  Prayer, support, and resources will be 
available for those struggling with or shepherding others through this struggle. All men of 
Third Church or the community are welcome to attend. Childcare available with RSVP 
to tomb@thirdrva.org. 

Race and the Church – Saturday, May 14, 9:00 a.m., City Church
Join us for the next installment of the Race and the Church series (www.raceandthechurch.
com), exploring the church’s role in overturning injustice, and bringing God’s justice to our 
neighbors. Pastor Leonce Crump, former New Orleans Saints football player and current 
church planter, will speak on this topic. 

Sports Skills Camp – Register Today! – July 11-15
This is a great opportunity for your child or children to build skills in basketball and soccer, 
and to learn about Christian character building from skilled college athletes. Like VBS, it’s
a chance to invite friends into community and hear the good news of the Gospel. 
Sign up today www.thirdrva.org/events. 

STEP is Hiring! 
Our missions partner Strategies to Elevate People (STEP) serves to empower the poor living 
in Gilpin Court and the city’s Northside, and is currently accepting applications for a 
full-time Executive Assistant/Office Manager. Contact the STEP office at 648-7552 or 
timcole@steprichmond.org for a job description and application requirements. 

Relationships in Peace Ministry
If you are experiencing a relationship impasse or need someone to walk beside you 
through a difficult relational situation or conflict, please contact us.  We’re here to help. 
Visit www.thirdrva.org/partners/relationships-in-peace.  For assistance: 
RelationshipsInPeace. thirdrva@gmail.com or call Margie Satterfield, (804) 819-0260.
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SUNDAY MORNING FELLOWSHIP  
Stop by the Fellowship Hall from 9:45–11:30 a.m. for Blanchard’s coffee, snacks, and an 
opportunity to meet folks at Third or learn more about getting involved. 

SUNDAY ADULT DISCIPLESHIP
Sunday Morning Discipleship Fellowship Classes (10:00 –11:00 a.m.)

If you haven’t already, check out one of our classes to get plugged in and meet more 
folks at Third. All classes run from 10:00–11:00 a.m. throughout our main church building 
and our office building (next door, 500 Forest Ave.).

A Study of the Book of Luke       A Study of Hebrews 
Room 213       Room 101 

Sermon Chat     Where is God in the Business
Room 207      and Busyness of Life? 
       Room 217 
Marriage Fellowship    
Room 209       
       
The Spirituality of Brokenness
Love and spirituality in the healing of addictions.
500 Forest Avenue, Room 109

If you want more information, have any questions about the classes, or want to get in 
touch with the leaders, visit www.thirdrva.org/classes-and-fellowship, or contact Tom 
Barila (tomb@thirdrva.org). 
 



STUDENT MINISTRY 
Sunday Morning Ministry: Join us each Sunday for food, great teaching, and great 
people as we grow together in God’s word. 
 600 Forest Ave., Student Ministry Area
 10:00-11:00 a.m. for all students in 7th-12th grade.

Sunday Evening Ministry: Be a part of games, music and teaching, and captivating small 
group community each Sunday night. 
 600 Forest Ave., Fellowship Hall and Basement
 7:00-8:30 p.m. for all students in 7th-12th grade.

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY - SUNDAY MORNING
We welcome you to Third and want you to know that your children are precious to us!   
Our staff of both professional childcare workers and volunteers are here to serve your 
family in a safe, loving and Christ-centered environment.    

8:45 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. services - Childcare available for all children aged 
Kindergarten and younger. First grade and above attend worship with their parents.

10:00 a.m. service - Sunday school for children ages 2 and older. Nursery available for 
infants and toddlers. For details on all Sunday school class offerings, pick up the Winter and 
Spring class brochure found near the doors. 

A Wiggle Room is available if you prefer to have your child with you but he or she is a 
little too active or noisy to be in the service. The service is streamed into Room 124 which is 
located in the connecting hall across from the toddler Room 105.

Please let us know if we can help familiarize you with all that is available at Third 
for your children. Contact Kathy White (kathyw@thirdrva.org) or Tracie Meadows 
(traciem@thirdrva.org). 
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THIS WEEK AT THIRD

Sunday, May 1
8:00 a.m. Prayer and Communion – Room 101 
8:45, 10:00, 11:15 a.m. Worship services – Sanctuary 
9:45 a.m. Welcome Coffee – Parlor 
12:00 p.m. Nominating Committee meeting – Upstairs Conference Room, 500 Forest Avenue
12:30 p.m. Praying for our Nation – Room 101 

Monday, May 2
5:45 p.m. Jobs for Life – Fellowship Hall 

Tuesday, May 3
9:15 a.m. Weekly group “Breathe” – Room 213
9:30 a.m. Weekly morning Mothers Together group – Fellowship Hall 
 
Wednesday, May 4
6:00 p.m. Handbell rehearsal – Choir Room 
5:45 p.m. Club 56 dinner – Basement 
6:30 p.m. Club 56 meeting – Basement
6:30 p.m. Refresh women's group – Parlor  
6:45 p.m. Alleluia choir rehearsal – Sanctuary  
7:30 p.m. Third Brass rehearsal – Sanctuary 

Thursday, May 5
7:00 p.m. Praise band rehearsal – Sanctuary 
7:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir rehearsal – Choir Room
7:00 p.m. Needle’s Eye Young Professionals Grp. – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue
 
Friday, May 6
9:00 a.m. Emotional Eating Group – Knox Room, 500 Forest Avenue
5:00 p.m. Weichel/Henderson wedding rehearsal – Sanctuary 
6:30 p.m. Healing Prayer rooms – Student ministry area 



A Covenant Order 
of Evangelical Presbyterians

804-282-4645  
500 Forest Ave.
Richmond, VA 23229
www.thirdrva.org 

LEARN MORE ABOUT THIRD
Welcome to Third! We’re so glad you’re here. We’d love to get to know you and for you to 
learn more about our community. We have a couple opportunities for you to connect with us, 
and help you find out more about Third.

• Join us for a Welcome Coffee. This monthly gathering is an opportunity to meet a few 
people and learn more about our community. It takes place this morning at 9:45 a.m. 
in the Parlor.  

• Visit our website: thirdrva.org. 

SUNDAY MORNINGS AT THIRD
If you need help or have any questions at any point on a Sunday morning, look for 
individuals wearing carnations or yellow name badges. They’re here to help answer 
questions, find you seats, and guide you around our building.

Sanctuary

Fellowship
Hall

Forest Ave

Playground

Classrooms
(Upstairs

& Downstairs)

Worship
Services

Rm 101

Parlor

Student Ministry Area

Courtyard


