
 March 8, 2015 
9:00 a.m.   

Third Sunday of Lent  

Preparation for Worship 
“Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw 
off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with 
perseverance the race marked out for us. Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and 
perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning 
its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. Consider him who 
endured such opposition from sinful men, so that you will not grow weary and lose 
heart.”           Hebrews 12:1-3  

Welcome and Announcements                        

Call to Worship                                                                     Psalm 96:1-4
Leader:   Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth!
People:   Sing to the Lord, bless his name; tell of his salvation from day to day.
Leader:   Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous works among all the 
               peoples!
All:         For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised; he is to be feared above all 
               gods.             
                                                                                          
Opening Prayer   

*Songs of Praise                        “So Good to Me”                            (see insert) 
                           “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”   
     
Confession 
“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.”  
               Matthew 5:6

“Lord Jesus, prepare us to see the disease of sloth within our hearts. Help us to see the 
apathy and indifference within us. Help us to see the ways we avoid important and 
difficult tasks for you and others. Help us to hunger and thirst for what really matters.”

Everyone: Lord Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

Silent Confession

If you’re not reading 
The Loop, you’re not 
in the loop. 

Pick up The Loop for this week’s 
announcements and calendar.  
You’ll find it at exits around the 
building. You can also read The 
Loop online at www.thirdpres.org. 

Morning Prayer
Health Needs
Jared Armistead, Mary Ann Hancock, Evelyn 
Jennings, Joe Keller, Mary Cox

Deaths
Sunny Rosebro (father, 2/9), Lee Amidon Edwards 
(mother, 2/8), Lex Strickland (father, 2/2), Gail 
White (mother, 1/19), Joyce Koontz (mother, 
1/14), Jane Mims (father, 1/18), Ellen Hemphill 
(1/16), Fred Whitten (mother, 1/4)     

During Noisy Offering, which is for all children, 
we invite those ages 4 years old through 
kindergarten to come forward to be escorted to 
Room 223 for a lesson. They can be picked up 
there either after the service or after the 
discipleship hour.  Parents of children 
participating in this pull-out should check in 
and receive nametags in the Parlor (Room 100) 
before the service.

A Wiggle Room is available if you prefer to have 
your child with you but he or she is a little too 
active or noisy to be in the service.  The service is 
streamed into Room 124 so you can hear the 
sermon while you nurse or play with your baby/
toddler. Room 124 is located in the connecting 
hall across from the Toddler Room 105 leading 
to the Student Ministry area.

Are you going to be away any Sunday 
this month? You can now view our worship 
services (9:00 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. in the 
Sanctuary) online at www.thirdrva.org/
watch-live. Or, find the link on the Welcome/This 
Sunday page. You can view the services through 
UStream (our vendor) on any device: smartphone, 
tablet, laptop/desktop. 

Welcome, visitors!
We’re glad you’ve chosen to worship at 
Third!  Be sure to write your contact 
information (phone and/or email) 
on the pads that will be passed this 
morning so that we can get in touch 
with you to let you know more about 
life at Third. After the service, you 
will find information on Third in the 
entry foyer and in the Steeple Corridor 
under the display TVs. We look 
forward to meeting and getting 
to know you.



Words of Comfort and Assurance                               Psalm 107:8
“Let us give thanks to the Lord for his unfailing love and his wonderful deeds for us,  for he 
satisfies the thirsty and fills the hungry with good things.”
In Jesus Christ, we are satisfied, we are filled, we are forgiven! Amen.

Greetng of Peace  

Introduction to Offering 
Pray for Tim Cole and Strategies To Elevate People (STEP), surrounding and supporting 
leaders in the urban community with compassion, prayer, and action to defeat physical and 
spiritual poverty.

Offertory                                  “Glory, Glory”                                       Spirit Singers
                             (A traditional spiritual arranged by Keith Christopher)   
                 
*Doxology 
“Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; praise him 
above, ye heavenly host: Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.” 

Video Testimony

Prayer of Illumination

Scripture Readings           Proverbs 13:4, Ephesians 5:8-14              (scripture parallel)
 Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.                           
 People: Thanks be to God!
              
Message                          “From Sloth to Stewardship”                              Rick Hutton 

Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper   
 Invitation to the Table
 Prayer of Consecration 
 Words of Institution
 Celebration of the Lord’s Supper  
                             
Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer                     
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For Thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. 

*Song of Commission #213               “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” 
                                                
*Benediction

Today’s Bible Readings                                                                                 Proverbs 13:4
4 A sluggard’s appetite is never filled, but the desires of the diligent are fully satisfied.

           Ephesians 5:8-14   
8 For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of 
light 9 (for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness and truth) 10 and 
find out what pleases the Lord. 11 Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of dark-
ness, but rather expose them. 12 It is shameful even to mention what the disobedient do 
in secret. 13 But everything exposed by the light becomes visible—and everything that 
is illuminated becomes a light. 14 This is why it is said: “Wake up, sleeper, rise from the 
dead, and Christ will shine on you.”

Please note: Lead Pastor Corey Widmer is out of town this weekend on a spiritual retreat with 
his wife Sarah. He will be back in the pulpit next Sunday, March 15, preaching on gluttony.

Today’s Service Leaders: Ed Satterfield, Rick Hutton, Tim Latham, Nan Clarke, Kim Taulbee, 
Lex Strickland, Mark Koontz, John White, Bisola Olowe, Tracie Meadows

Noisy Offering Helpers: Robert Luck and Evan Mackey

Today’s flowers are given by Mark and Joyce Koontz in memory of their mothers, each of whom 
gave birth to her third child many years ago this week.


