
Sunday | March 12, 2017

 THE DESPERATE ARE LOVED
Second Sunday of Lent 

"You called, You cried, 
You shattered my deafness, 
You sparkled, You blazed, 

You drove away my blindness, 
You shed Your fragrance, 
and I drew in my breath,

and I pant for You."

 Augustine



Welcome! 
Bienvenido! 

We’re glad you’ve chosen to worship at Third! 
We look forward to meeting and getting to know you.

Third Church exists to spread the gospel and seek 
the Shalom of metro Richmond and the world through 

a movement of communities and congregations, 
welcoming people of all cultures to the glory of Jesus Christ. 



Lenten Sanctuary Decorations 

As Lent began on Ash Wednesday, we continue to remember that followers of Jesus 
“tell time differently” with a calendar shaped by the story of God’s works of salvation and 
renewal.  Not only do we mark the seasons of the Christian year through the readings 
and music in our worship service, we also use colors and textures to enrich our space and 
experience of worship.

Our banners of royal purple ribbons were introduced during Advent to reflect the way we 
can rejoice in the signs of new creation while acknowledging that many signs of hope still 
seem fractured, dim, and obscured by the present world.  Now, in a season focused on 
remembering the suffering of Jesus on our behalf—and for repentance and self-reflection 
of our own sins for which he died—we have added additional layers of gray and brown 
and gauze to represent Jesus’ rejection and submission to the pain of the world.  Because 
we grieve together as one body of Christ and not just as individuals, our banners also 
include strips of printed and painted cloth made together by participants in our Journey to 
the Cross meditation service last year—a response with hands and hearts as well as minds 
to the sacrifice made by Jesus. 
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GATHERING                   
God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
Prelude                                          "There Is A Fountain"                              Jeff Hummel   
                                                                  (Raymond Haan) 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
Welcome and Announcements  

Preparation for Worship                                         From the Book of Common Prayer                                                                                               

Leader:     Almighty God, who sees that we have no power of ourselves to help ourselves: 
                  Keep us both outwardly in our bodies, and inwardly in our souls; that we 
                  may be defended from all adversities which may happen to the body, and 
                  from all evil thoughts which may assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ 
                  our Lord.            
People:   Amen.  

Let’s quiet our hearts in silent preparation for worship.

   Call to Worship                                                                                    Psalm 130:1-7

Leader: Out of the depths I cry to you, Lord; Lord, hear my voice. Let your ears be 
attentive to my cry for mercy.

People: If you, Lord, kept a record of sins, Lord, who could stand?
But with you there is forgiveness, Therefore you are feared.

Leader: I wait for the Lord, my whole being waits, and in his word I put my hope.

People: I wait for the Lord more than watchmen wait for the morning,
more than watchmen wait for the morning.

Leader: O People of God, put your hope in the Lord,
People: for with the Lord is unfailing love and with him is full redemption.
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 The cross indicates standing, as you are able.  †

 †    



Prayer of Adoration 

    Songs of Praise                               "Open the Eyes of My Heart"       
                                                                             "Holy, Holy, Holy" 

                                                                                    (See music on following pages) 

 †    
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OPEN THE EYES OF MY HEART
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!
Early in the morning our song shall rise to Thee.
Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty!
God in three persons, blessed Trinity!

Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore thee,
casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea;
Cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee,
Which wert and art, and evermore shalt be.

Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide Thee
Though the eye of sinful man Thy glory may not see;
Only Thou art holy; There is none beside Thee,
Perfect in power, in love and purity.

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!
All Thy works shall praise Thy name in earth and sky and sea;
Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty!
God in three Persons, blessed Trinity!



CONFESSING 
God invites us to be honest with him about ourselves. 

Prayer of Confession  

People: Holy and merciful God, we confess to you and to one another, 
and to the whole communion of saints in heaven and on earth, 
that we have sinned by our own fault in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left un-
done.

Leader: We have not loved you with our whole heart and mind and strength. We 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We have not forgiven others 
as we have been forgiven.
(Sing) Have mercy on us, O God.

Leader: We have not listened to your call to serve as Christ served us. We have 
not been true to the mind of Christ. We have grieved your Holy Spirit.
(Sing) Have mercy on us, O God.

Leader: We confess to you, O God, all our past unfaithfulness: the pride, 
hypocrisy, and impatience in our lives,
(Sing) Have mercy on us, O God.

Leader: We confess to you, O God, our self-indulgent appetites and ways and 
our exploitation of other people and our envy of those more fortunate 
than ourselves,
(Sing) Have mercy on us, O God.                
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Leader: We confess to you, O God, our intemperate love of worldly goods and 
comforts and our dishonesty in daily life and work, our negligence in prayer 
and worship and our failure to commend the faith that is in us,
(Sing) Have mercy on us, O God.

All: Accept our repentance, O God, for the wrongs we have done. 
For the idolatry of our hearts. 
For our neglect of human need and suffering. 
For our indifference to injustice and cruelty. 
Accept our repentance, O God.

Silent Confession  



    Words of Comfort                                                                         From Psalm 103:8

Leader: “The Lord himself will redeem his people from all their sins.”
Brothers and sisters, 
in and through Jesus Christ,
You are forgiven.

People: Thanks be to God! 
                       

Celebration of Baptism   
10:00 a.m. service                                                                         Benjamin Rush Rand, Jr. 
11:15 a.m. service                                                                         Sloan Catherine Watson

Song                                                                    "The Lord Bless You and Keep You" 

The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make his face shine upon you. 
And give you peace, and give you peace, and give you peace forever. 

    Greeting of Peace 
                             

 †          

 †          
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THANKSGIVING  

Our Offerings
Pray for Together for Tanzania and Third Board members Betsy Pollard and Louise 
Ingold, partnering with national leaders to train future leaders, expand the outreach of 
the church, and provide educational and medical support.

Offertory                                                                                      Haiti Mission Trip Video                                                                          
                                                                                                             (more info on page 19) 
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PROCLAIMING
God speaks to us through his word.          

Prayer of Illumination 

Scripture Reading                                                                                   Luke 18:35-43                                                                   

35 As Jesus approached Jericho, a blind man was sitting by the roadside begging. 
36 When he heard the crowd going by, he asked what was happening. 37 They told 
him, “Jesus of Nazareth is passing by.”

38 He called out, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!”

39 Those who led the way rebuked him and told him to be quiet, but he shouted all the 
more, “Son of David, have mercy on me!”

40 Jesus stopped and ordered the man to be brought to him. When he came near, 
Jesus asked him, 41 “What do you want me to do for you?”

“Lord, I want to see,” he replied.

42 Jesus said to him, “Receive your sight; your faith has healed you.” 43 Immediately he 
received his sight and followed Jesus, praising God. When all the people saw it, they 
also praised God.

Leader:     This is the word of the Lord.
People:   Thanks be to God! 
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   The Desperate Are Loved

   + Corey Widmer +
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RESPONDING
We respond to God’s word. 
  
Song of Response                                         "Jesus I Come"
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Prayers of the People and The Lord's Prayer 

Leader: Father of mercy, 
You hear our cries of desperation
and always answer with your grace.
Open our hearts to see our need 
and to grasp your great love.
Lord, in your mercy, 

People: Hear our prayer.
Leader: Lord Jesus, you came among us

to give us eyes to see your kingdom.
Grant our leaders and all authorities
a glimpse of the kingdom you bring to us, 
that they might rule with justice and mercy.  
Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer. 
Leader: Holy Spirit, break again our hearts of stone,

that we might know you and love you.
Pour out your love upon the poor and oppressed, 
the sick and dying, prisoners and sojourners. 
Help us to see as you see,
To love as you love.
Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer. 

Now gathering our prayers into one, let us pray boldly as our Savior has taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory for ever. Amen. 
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Prayer Needs

For Health
Julie Walden, Kaye Phillips, Katherine Crocker, Amy Boyd, Loma Shafer, Jack Schilthuis, 
Allen Lawrence, Jerry Ramsey, Betty Cox, Charles Ellison, Dru Fitch, Mark Koontz, 
Margaret Leith, Dabney Harvey, Lou Hanscom, Carol Holt

For Comfort 
Deaths – Etta Lawrence (husband Allen, 3/8), Malachi Mills (father, 2/27), Parker 
Hale (mother, 2/21), Jim and Jane Fields (grandson, 2/17), Kyle Tobias (2/5), Listwella 
Donaldson (brother, 1/27), Elizabeth Cole (sister, 1/16), Gloria Price (brother, 12/31), 
Mary Caudill (grandson, 12/2016), Lynn Hardwicke (husband, Warren, 12/18), 
Jonathan Shouse (mother, 12/17)

For Metro Richmond 
We pray for health care in metropolitan Richmond: for emergency response personnel 
and all emergency room staff. For hospitals, nursing homes, and hospice programs and 
for persons diagnosed with terminal illness.

Missionary Prayer and Care groups meet monthly to pray for our mission partners 
in Europe, Asia and the Muslim world. Contact Carolyn Oakley (cdoakley1@gmail.com/
937-6564) to learn more.  
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SENDING
God sends us into the world as his witnesses. 

  Song of Commission                        "Before the Throne of God Above"        †  
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Commission                                                                           From 2 Corinthians 12:9                                                                                  
Leader:
People:

The great truth of the gospel is this:
His grace is sufficient for us,
His power is made perfect in weakness.

Benediction                                                         

Postlude                                 "Trumpet Tune in C Major"                      Jeff Hummel
11:15 a.m. service                                         (David Johnson)                                                                             
                                                                                                                                         
If you would like prayer for any reason, two elders are available at the front of the Sanctuary 
(by the lectern) after each service. We invite you to come forward for any prayer needs you 
may have.

SERVICE NOTES 
Today at the 10:00 a.m. service we celebrate the baptism of Benjamin Rush Rand, Jr., 
son of Elizabeth and Ben Rand.  Relatives present today are JR and Betsy Downey 
and Michael and Kak Rand. Elder representing the Session by holding the font is Kathy 
White. Prayer sponsor is Alexandra Spitzer. 

Today at the 11:15 a.m. service we celebrate the baptism of Sloan Catherine 
Watson, daughter of Whitney and Mark Watson.  Relatives present today are Kim Talley, 
John Carroll, Darren and Kassie Hayes and Patricia Starr. Elder representing the Session 
by holding the font is Debby Kay. Prayer sponsor is Cheryl Fluckinger. 

Today's flowers are given in honor of our mission partner Together for Tanzania and 
Third Board members Betsy Pollard and Louise Ingold who partner with national leaders 
to train future leaders, expand the outreach of the church, and provide educational and 
medical support.

 †   

 †  
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NEWS & EVENTS

Today! Orphan Care: Interest Meeting and Coffee – 11:15 a.m., Parlor 
A new group is forming at Third to advocate for the fatherless by supporting families who 
are adopting or fostering, and also to serve social workers in Third’s community. Stop by 
for coffee and learn about getting involved with this developing initiative to care for 
orphans here in Richmond and around the world. Questions? Contact Danny Avula, 
dannyavula@yahoo.com.

Today! Haiti Trip Interest Meeting – Following Each Service 
Interested in learning more about the Haiti Mission Trip happening this summer, 
July 15-22? Come to a meet-and-greet after each of the services today. After the 
8:45 and 11:15 a.m. services, come to the Parlor, and head to the Choir Room after 
the 10:00 a.m. If you can’t make the meeting, contact Billy or Jen Martin 
(jenrmartin@outlook.com) for more information. 

Traditional Sexuality, Radical Community: A Forum with Wes Hill – 
Saturday, April 1
Join us for this half-day forum with writer, speaker and Professor of Biblical Studies, Wes 
Hill as we explore why the historic Christian sexual ethic still holds in our current context 
through the support of radical community. The forum will take place in the Fellowship Hall 
from 9:00 a.m. till noon, and is free to all! More information at: thirdrva.org/events. 

Women’s Ministry Morning of Service – Sat., March 25, 9 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 
Join the women of Third as we participate in service activities throughout the city. We’ll 
meet for coffee and a group devotional at the church, then break into smaller service 
groups on and off-site. There are a wide variety of options that will appeal to all. More 
information and to sign up: thirdrva.org/events. Questions? Contact Kate Mendez 
(kate.g.mendez@gmail.com).

Vacation Bible School (VBS) Volunteer Info. Meeting – Sunday, March 26 
after all services, Parlor 
Find out which curriculum we have chosen for our summer VBS program and how you 
can volunteer to be a part of this fantastic ministry! Each year we host 250 children and 
share the good news of Jesus Christ with them, but we can’t do that without our amazing 
volunteers! 

19



NEWS & EVENTS

Officer Nominations for 2018 
This month is the time for you to make nominations for Elders, Deacons, and Trustees. 
Please prayerfully consider those that you think God would have lead us in 2018 and 
beyond and submit those nominations to the Nominating Committee by April 2. 
Nomination Forms can be found in the Narthex, Steeple Corridor and at thirdrva.org/
leadership-and-staff.

Women's Coffee and Conversation - Tuesday, March 21, 9:30-10:30, Parlor
Drop by and meet some new women at Third over coffee. Casual. Childcare available 
by emailing Kathy White: kathyw@thirdrva.org.

Student Passover Seder Meal – Sun., March 19, 10:00 a.m., Fellowship Hall 
Students 5th grade and older are invited to this special Passover Seder meal. We’ll 
reenact a portion of the Jewish Passover meal, explaining the Old Testament origins of 
Passover, and look to the feast’s relevance for Christ followers today. Our leader is 
Paul Klassen, a Messianic Rabbi and Executive Director of Hope for Israel. 
More info: thirdrva.org/events. 

Third Emergency Medical Response Team – Recruiting Volunteers Now!
The Trustees are in the early stages of forming a medical response team of Third 
members with appropriate medical experience for possible in-house medical 
emergencies during Sunday services. Please contact Pam Douglas (pamela.douglas15@
icloud.com) or Bobbie Crowell (bobbie@nomedsforme.com) for more info or to help out.

Parent and Child Communion Class – Sun., April 2, 10:00 a.m., Choir Room
Is your child ready to take communion? Pastor Corey Widmer will talk to parents and their 
children about the meaning of communion and how to know when your child is ready. 
This class is for parents and their children to attend together. Please let us know you are 
coming so we can prepare materials. RSVP: traciem@thirdrva.org. 

Great Escape 2017: Middle School Summer Trip – July 24-29 
The Great Escape Johnstown is a week packed full of fellowship and fun at the University 
of Pittsburgh at Johnstown for students who have completed 7th or 8th grade. Registration 
deadline, April 1. Cost $525. www.thirdrva.org/events. 
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SUNDAY ADULT DISCIPLESHIP CLASSES

Join us for our adult Sunday morning discipleship classes during the 10:00 a.m. 
worship hour. 

For more information on the classes below, visit: thirdrva.org/classes-and-fellowship.  
Questions? Contact Tom Barila (tomb@thirdrva.org).

New!
Loving Our Neighbor 
A 4-week class
Fellowship Hall

A Study of Hebrews
Room 101

Where is God in the Business 
and Busyness of Life? 
Room 217

Marriage Fellowship
Room 215

Sermon Chat 
Fellowship Hall

Forgiving and Reconciling:
Bridges to Wholeness and Hope
500 Forest Avenue, Room 109

Did Our Hearts Not Burn Within Us?
A Study of Luke
Room 213



STUDENT MINISTRY 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY - SUNDAY MORNING
DURING THE 10:00 A.M. SERVICE: 
All of our children’s Sunday morning discipleship classes take place during the 
10:00 a.m. worship hour. Visit thirdrva.org/family-ministry-sunday-morning for 
information on where the classes will be. 

DURING 8:45 AND 11:15 A.M. SERVICES: 
Childcare is available for all children aged Kindergarten and younger. First grade and 
above attend worship with their parents. 

A Wiggle Room is available if you prefer to have your child with you but he or she 
is a little too active or noisy to be in the service. You'll be able to watch the service via 
streaming. The room is located near the Student Ministry area in Room 132. 

Please let us know if we can help familiarize you with all that is available at Third for 
your children. Contact Kathy White (kathyw@thirdrva.org) or Tracie Meadows  
(traciem@thirdrva.org). 

Student Ministry Fundraiser: Eat at Pie Five (at Willow Lawn) on Sundays from now 
through June, mention you're with Third, and they'll donate 10% of proceeds to our high 
school summer mission trip!

Sunday morning student ministry 
Join us for food, solid teaching, and great people as we grow together in God’s word. 
 600 Forest Avenue, Student Ministry Area 
 10:00-11:00 a.m. for all students in 7th-12th grade. 

Sunday evening student ministry 
Join us from 7:00 – 8:30 p.m in the Fellowship Hall. 

Questions? Contact Rick (rickh@thirdrva.org) or Andrea (andreaw@thirdrva.org). 
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THIS WEEK AT THIRD
Sunday, March 12
8:45, 10:00, 11:15 a.m. Worship services – Sanctuary
After the 8:45 and 11:15 a.m. services - Haiti Trip Interest meeting – Parlor
After the 10:00 a.m. service - Haiti Trip Interest meeting – Choir Room 
12:15 p.m. Cards and Care – Room 207
12:30 p.m. Nominating Committee meeting – Upstairs Conference Room, 500 Forest Ave.

Monday, March 13
10:00 a.m. People of Faith Bible study – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue
4:30 p.m. Endowment Corp. Board meeting – Upstairs Conference Room, 500 Forest Ave.

7:00 p.m. Mission Committee – Upstairs Conference Room, 500 Forest Avenue 
7:00 p.m. Trustees meeting – Room 101
6:00 p.m. Jobs for Life – Fellowship Hall 

Tuesday, March 14 
9:30 a.m. Seasons Women's group – Room 132
9:30 a.m. Women's Group, "The Armor of God" – Room 217
9:30 a.m. Women's Group, "Ruth" – Room 213
10:00 a.m. Women's Group, Sara's Circle of Friends – Parlor 
12:00 p.m. Women's Group, Helping Hands – Room 217 
7:00 p.m. Worship Committee meeting – Parlor 

Wednesday, March 15
6:30 p.m. Refresh group – Parlor 
6:45 p.m. ESL/Arabic Tutoring – Various classrooms
6:45 p.m. Club 56 meeting – Basement
6:45 p.m. Children's Choir – Choir Room 

Thursday, March 16
7:00 p.m. Choir rehearsal – Choir Room 
7:00 p.m. Worship team rehearsal – Sanctuary  
7:00 p.m. Needle’s Eye Young Professionals Grp. – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Ave.

Friday, March 17
8:30 a.m. Europe missionary prayer and care group – Carolyn Oakley's home, 
                  2710 Old Point Drive, Richmond, 23233, 937-6564
5:00 p.m. Long/Bodie Wedding rehearsal – Sanctuary 
6:00 p.m. Healing prayer group – Student ministry area 
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A Covenant Order 
of Evangelical Presbyterians

Third Church 
804-282-4645  
500 Forest Ave.
Richmond, VA 23229
www.thirdrva.org 

LEARN MORE ABOUT THIRD
Welcome to Third! We’re so glad you’re here. We’d love to get to know you and for you to 
learn more about our community. We have a couple opportunities for you to connect with us 
and help you find out more about Third.
• Sign up for emails: thirdrva.org/signup 
• Pick up Third Press: Our monthly newsletter can be found around the church. 
• Follow us on Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram: @thirdrva
• Join us for our next Welcome Coffee: March 19, 9:45 a.m. in the Parlor. Start here 

to learn more about Third! 
 
SUNDAY MORNINGS AT THIRD
If you need help or have any questions at any point on a Sunday morning, look for 
individuals wearing carnations or yellow name badges. They’re here to help answer 
questions, find you seats, and guide you around our building.  


