
January 18, 2015 
11:15 a.m. Fellowship Hall

Meditations 
“The central task of ministry is the formation of a community with an alternative, 
liberated imagination that has the courage and the freedom to act in a different 
vision and a different perception of reality.”                               Walter Brueggemann

“We often surround ourselves with those we most want to live with, thus forming a 
club or clique, not a community. Anyone can form a club; it takes grace, shared 
vision, and hard work to form a community.”                                       Philip Yancey
 
Welcome and Announcements    
                  
Call to Worship                                                                      Psalm 133
“How good and pleasant it is when God’s people live together in unity! It is like 
precious oil poured on the head, running down on the beard, running down on 
Aaron’s beard, down on the collar of his robe. It is as if the dew of Hermon were 
falling on Mount Zion. For there the Lord bestows his blessing, even life forever-
more.”
                                                                                                           
Opening Prayer                                                      

Songs of Praise 

Confession     
Leader: Father, we confess we are selfish. We so often live for ourselves, spend our 
             money on ourselves, and organize our lives around our own personal needs. 
             We base our relationships and our social and religious involvements on 
              interests and affinities rather than your radical grace in Jesus. We often treat 
              your church not as your beloved bride and as our new identity, but as a 
              voluntary club or a purveyor of religious goods and services. We need help, 
              God. We need you to move our hearts again by the sacrificial selfless love of 
              Jesus, so that our hearts will melt and move out towards others and towards 
              you. We need your help to fulfill your call to love. 
All:        Forgive us. Heal us. Change us. Open us to love for you and others.               

                

      If you’re not reading The Loop, 
        you’re not in the loop. 

Pick up The Loop for this week’s 
announcements and calendar.  

You’ll find it at exits around 
the building. You can also 

read The Loop online at 
www.ThirdRVA.org. 

Welcome, visitors!
We’re glad you’ve chosen to 

worship at Third!  Be sure to write 
your contact information (phone 

and/or email) on the pads that will 
be passed this morning so that we 

can get in touch with you to let 
you know more about life at 
Third. After the service, you 

will find information on Third 
in the Commons area under the 
display TVs. We look forward to 

meeting and getting to know you.

Morning Prayer
Health Needs
Evelyn Jennings, Scott Cox, Carol Holt, 
Ellen Hemphill, Joe Keller, Mary Cox, Nancy 
Cunningham

Deaths
Fred Whitten (mother), Tom Tullidge and Aggie 
Cullen (father), Linda Allen (father), Debi Berg 
(mother), Julia Durham (mother)    

A Wiggle Room is available if you prefer to have 
your child with you but he or she is a little too 
active or noisy to be in the service.  The service is 
streamed into Room 124 so you can hear the 
sermon while you nurse or play with your baby/
toddler. Room 124 is located in the connecting 
hall across from the Toddler Room 105 leading 
to the Student Ministry area.

Are you going to be away any Sunday 
this month? You can now view our worship 
services (9:00 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. in the 
Sanctuary) online at www.thirdrva.org/
watch-live. Or, find the link on the Welcome/This 
Sunday page. You can view the services through 
UStream (our vendor) on any device: smartphone, 
tablet, laptop/desktop. 



Silent Confession

Words of Comfort and Assurance                                     
“God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in Christ, and through him to reconcile to 
himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through 
his blood, shed on the cross. Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in 
your minds because of your evil behavior. But now he has reconciled you by Christ’s 
physical body through death to present you holy in his sight, without blemish and free 
from accusation.”                                                                                  Colossians 1:19-22

Song of Assurance 

Creed    Heidelberg Catechism Question 54
Q.  What do you believe concerning “the holy catholic church”? 
A.   I believe that the Son of God through his Spirit and Word, out of the entire human  
       race, from the beginning of the world to its end, gathers, protects, and preserves for 
       himself a community chosen for eternal life and united in true faith. And of this 
       community I am and always will be a living member.

Greeting of Peace

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil: For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. 

Introduction to Offering    

Pray for Lyle Thomas and wife Diana, training leaders in St. Petersburg, Russia to plant 
churches and share the good news of Jesus Christ.    
 
 Offertory - Haiti Mission Video  

Doxology
“Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host: Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.”

Prayer of Illumination 

Today’s Service Leaders: Rick Hutton, Beth Nichols, Kim Taulbee, Billy Martin, Jill Carattini, 
Michael Armstrong, Charlie McCray, Matthew Rucker, Chelsea Olson, Lori Booker

Scripture Readers - Jeffer, Fuller, Lohr and Marstiller Prayer Group

The flowers for today’s service are given to the glory of God. 

Scripture Reading                           Acts 2:40-47                       (scripture below)                              
 Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.                      
 People: Thanks be to God!

Message                          “The New Community”                          Corey Widmer   
    
Song of Commission 

Benediction

Today’s Bible Reading                                                                         Acts 2:40-47

40 With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, “Save yourselves 
from this corrupt generation.” 41 Those who accepted his message were baptized, and 
about three thousand were added to their number that day. 42 They devoted themselves 
to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 
43 Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the 
apostles. 44 All the believers were together and had everything in common. 45 They sold 
property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. 46 Every day they continued 
to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together 
with glad and sincere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. 
And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved. 


