
Sunday | January 10, 2016| Fellowship Hall

The Snake Crusher
First Sunday after Epiphany

“Why comes temptation but for man to meet
And master and make crouch beneath his foot,

And so be pedestaled in triumph?”
 Robert Browning
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Welcome! 
Bienvenido! 

We’re glad you’ve chosen to worship at Third! 
We look forward to meeting and getting to know you.

Third Church exists to spread the gospel and seek 
the Shalom of metro Richmond and the world through 

a movement of communities and congregations, 
welcoming people of all cultures to the glory of Jesus Christ. 
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GATHERING                   
God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.
      
Welcome    

Preparation 

Leader:     Let’s prepare our hearts to worship the living God, for “The Lord is in his holy 
                  temple; let all the earth be silent before him” (Habakkuk 2:20).
People:   Amen.

A period of silence is kept.                                                                                                                                 

      Call to Worship                                         From Isaiah 60 
                                                                                                                                            

      Opening Prayer  

       Hymns/Songs of Praise        

                   
                                          
 

 The cross indicates standing, as you are able.  †

 †
Leader: Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord rises upon 

you. See, darkness covers the earth and thick darkness is over the peoples, 
but the Lord rises upon you and his glory appears over you.  

Everyone: We look to him and we are radiant, 
Our hearts throb and swell with joy, 
For the Lord our God has given us his splendor forever!
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CONFESSING 
God invites us to be honest with him about ourselves. 

Prayer of Confession                                                                  Based on John 3:19-21
Everyone: This is the crisis we’re in: God has streamed his light into the 

world, but we ran for the darkness. We sought the darkness 
because we were not interested in pleasing God. We ran from the 
light for fear that our evil deeds would be exposed.  

Holy God, bring us into your light, knowing that Jesus has faced 
the darkness that we might know the light of your face.

Silent Confession 

Words of Comfort and Forgiveness                                               From 1 John 1:5-7 

Greeting of Peace

            
             

 †

Leader: This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that 
God is light and in him there is no darkness at all. If we say that we 
have fellowship with him while we are walking in darkness, we lie and 
do not do what is true; but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the 
light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his 
Son cleanses us from all sin.

Everyone: Thanks be to God! 
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PROCLAIMING
God speaks to us through his word. 

Prayer of Illumination 

Scripture Reading                                                                                         Luke 4:1-13                                                                            

1 Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, left the Jordan and was led by the Spirit into the wilderness, 
2 where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing during those days, and 
at the end of them he was hungry.

3 The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God, tell this stone to become bread.”

4 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone.’”

5 The devil led him up to a high place and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the 
world. 6 And he said to him, “I will give you all their authority and splendor; it has been 
given to me, and I can give it to anyone I want to. 7 If you worship me, it will all be yours.”

8 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God and serve him only.’”

9 The devil led him to Jerusalem and had him stand on the highest point of the temple. 
“If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down from here. 10 For it is written:

“‘He will command his angels concerning you
    to guard you carefully;
11 they will lift you up in their hands,
    so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’”
12 Jesus answered, “It is said: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’”

13 When the devil had finished all this tempting, he left him until an opportune time.
                                                         

Leader:     This is the word of the Lord.
People:   Thanks be to God! 
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Message:  

+  The Snake Crusher +
   Corey Widmer 

Notes:



RESPONDING
We respond to God’s word. 
                                                                                                  
Song of Response 

Announcements 

Our Offerings
Pray for Joseph and Mary Kishore as they seek through evangelism, Christian nurture, 
medical and social ministry, to preach and share the gospel of salvation through Jesus Christ 
in the state of Andhra Pradesh and all of India.

                                             
Musical Offering                                                           
                                                                           
                                                                                    

                                 
Doxology 
Please stand as we sing to the Lord.  

      Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
      Praise him, all creatures here below; 
      Praise him above, ye heavenly host: 
      Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 
      Amen. 

 †
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Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer 

Leader: Father God, thank you that you raised up your Son Jesus Christ as the second 
Adam, who claimed victory over evil where the first Adam failed. Bind us to the 
victorious work of your Son Jesus Christ, that we too may triumph over evil.
Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer.
Leader: Lord Jesus Christ, we pray for those who have not heard the good news of 

salvation, for those who have heard but have not believed, and for those who 
have forsaken their faith. Shine the light of your truth into darkness.
Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer. 
Leader: Holy Spirit of God, guide our church community in this new year. Direct our 

town hall gathering today as we reflect on the past and anticipate the future. 
Lead us only to those places that you would have us go, and let us forsake 
anything and everything else. 
Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer. 

And for what else should we pray?

Members of the congregation may add their own intercessions at this time, ending with
“Lord, in your mercy” and all responding, “Hear our prayer.” 

Now gathering our prayers into one, let us pray boldly as our Savior has taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory for ever. Amen. 



Prayer Needs

For Health
Susan Godfrey, Bill and Ann Nell Jackson, Nancy Cunningham, June Keller, Mary Cox, 
Vickie O’Dell, Margaret Leith, Dabney Harvey, Eileen Raynor, Pam Padgett, Lou Hanscom, 
Carol Holt, Celeste Reynolds, Gretchen Gravely, Betty Cox, Pam Rambo, Jared Armistead 

For Comfort 
Deaths – Cheryl Richardson (father, 12/28), Betty Cox (husband Joe, 12/16), Libbie Davis 
(11/27), Jennifer deCerff (father, 11/24), David Morris (mother-in-law, 11/24), Mary 
Howard (11/18), Diane Atkinson (mother, 11/3)

For Metro Richmond
We pray to overcome in Christ’s name the heritage of racism: for the elimination of 
discrimination in living patterns, public education, employment, political jurisdiction, 
transportation and churches in metropolitan Richmond. 

For Our Nation and the World
The continent of Africa
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SENDING
God sends us into the world as his witnesses. 

      Song of Commission                                  

      Commission                                                                             From Hebrews 4:14-16                                                                                
                                                                              
Leader:  Since we have a great high priest who has ascended into heaven, Jesus the 

Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. For we do not have a 
high priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, but we have 
one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet he did not sin. 

Everyone: Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so 
that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time 
of need!

                                       
       Benediction                                                                                                                         
                                                                                                   

SERVICE NOTES
A memorial service will be held for Joe Cox next Sunday, January 17, at 2:00 p.m. in the 
Sanctuary. A reception will be held in the Fellowship Hall after the service.

 †  
 †  

 †  
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NEWS 

Prayer Groups
The Europe prayer and care group will not meet as scheduled this Friday, January 15.  The 
Asia prayer group and Muslim care group will meet as scheduled. 

Barnabas Training Basic: January 30, 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m., Velocity Church
Led by Lisa Ould and others, this one-day Barnabas training will equip you to take
conversations deeper, and support and encourage friends facing difficult times in life and faith. 
Sign up on the Barnabas Center website by January 15 for $80.00 discounted cost, 
thebarnabascenter.org/event/btb-richmond-january-30-2016. Call Ed Satterfield for more 
info or assistance with cost: 282-4645.

Beta Groups
If you’re new to Third and want to meet some people and learn how to get involved, or if you’d 
just like to try a new small group, sign up for a Beta group. These small groups will meet for six 
weeks in the February/March time frame. Sign up on the website at thirdrva.org/registrations 
or contact Beth Nichols bethn@thirdrva.org. 

Donations Needed! Valentine Care Boxes 
Third’s women will assemble Valentine care boxes for our college students and men and 
women in the military on Feb. 9. To donate, you can drop off individually wrapped treats 
(candy, popcorn, etc.) or other small gifts to the box by the infant nursery. To submit 
addresses for recipients of care packages, contact Sterling Lloyd (sterlingl@thirdrva.org or 
282-4645x115).

Relationships in Peace Ministry
If you are experiencing a relationship impasse or need someone to walk beside you through
a difficult relational situation or conflict, please contact us.  We’re here to help. Visit 
www.thirdrva.org/partners/relationships-in-peace.  For assistance: RelationshipsInPeace.
ThirdRVA@gmail.com or call Margie Satterfield, (804) 819-0260.
 
Come and watch some basketball! – Tuesday, January 19, 6:30 p.m.
Third has a few adult teams playing in the Henrico County church league. Two of our teams 
will be playing against each other. Come cheer us on at Byrd Middle School on Tuesday, 
January 19 at 6:30 p.m. 



EVENTS
For more information on classes, events and ministries, come to the Fellowship Hall from
9:45-11:30 a.m., visit our website or find more information at kiosks throughout the 
building. 

Newcomers Class – January 14-17
Interested in learning more about Third, or considering membership? Join our Newcomers 
Class where you’ll learn more about Third’s vision for worship, discipleship, and community. 
At the end of the class, you’ll have an opportunity to become a member of Third. To sign up:  
www.thirdrva.org/newcomers or contact Beth Nichols (bethn@thirdrva.org or 282-4645).

Parent Forum – Wednesday, January 20, 6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m., Sanctuary 
Third’s family and student ministry wants to equip parents to think “christianly” in an
increasingly secular society and empower them to address tough issues with their children. 
This event is targeted for parents with children in 5th grade and older.  Submit questions on 
Third’s website by January 17 for consideration by our panelists. Full details: www.thirdrva.
org/news-events/parent-forum.

Stop Hunger Now – Saturday, January 23
We are raising money to purchase 100,000 meals that we will package together on 
January 23. To join in the effort, donate towards our goal of $29,000 and sign up to serve 
a shift on January 23 to package meals. Details at the table in the Fellowship Hall or online: 
thirdrva.org/news-events/stop-hunger-now.  

Perspectives Course on the World Christian Movement
Consider joining the best course around for expanding and shaping your mind and heart for 
what God is doing in the world today. The class starts January 7, then meets Mondays from 
6-9 p.m. from January 11 – May 2, at Mt. Gilead Full Gospel International. Brochures 
available around the church. Assistance available with cost. Contact Ed Satterfield with 
questions: 282-4645, eds@thirdrva.org or register at www.perspectives.org.

Men’s Retreat: February 5-6
Mark your calendar for this year’s Annual Men’s Retreat from February 5-6. Back by popular 
demand, Jerry Leachman will be joining us to teach. Registration ($50, including meals) is 
now open online (Thirdrva.org/registrations) or by calling the church office (282-4645). 

Guest from Israel – January 11, 7:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 
Have you thought about traveling to Israel or learning more about it? Guy Leibovitz, Third’s 
tour guide to Israel, will be with us to share about our upcoming trip to Israel and more on this 
important place. Contact Tom Barila (tomb@thirdrva.org) for more information. 
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SUNDAY ADULT DISCIPLESHIP
Sunday Morning Discipleship Fellowship Classes (10:00 –11:00 a.m.)
 
All adult Sunday school classes are cancelled this week due to our town hall 
meeting.  Join us again next week. 

To learn more about our other discipleship/fellowship classes, please visit our 
website or see the Winter and Spring class brochure (found throughout the church) to read 
about all the study options, serving opportunities, and ways to be with your community. 
Please contact Tom Barila (tomb@thirdrva.org) for questions or details. 

STUDENT MINISTRY 
Sunday Morning Ministry: Join us each Sunday for food, great teaching, and great 
people as we grow together in God’s word. 
Today! No Sunday morning student ministry.  

Sunday Evening Ministry: Be a part of games, music and teaching and amazing small 
group community each Sunday night. 
600 Forest Ave., Fellowship Hall and Basement, 
7:00-8:30 p.m. for all students in 7th-12th grade.
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY - SUNDAY MORNING
We welcome you to Third and want you to know that your children are precious to us!   
Our staff of both professional childcare workers and volunteers are here to serve your 
family in a safe, loving and Christ-centered environment.    

8:45 a.m. Service - Child care available for all children aged Kindergarten and younger. 
1st grade and above attend worship with their parents.

A Wiggle Room is available if you prefer to have your child with you but he or she is a 
little too active or noisy to be in the service. The service is streamed into Room 124 so you can 
hear the sermon while you nurse or play with your baby/toddler. Room 124 is located in the 
connecting hall across from the Toddler Room 105 leading to the Student Ministry area. 

Please let us know if we can help familiarize you with all that is available at Third 
for your children. Contact Kathy White (kathyw@thirdrva.org) or Tracie Meadows 
(traciem@thirdrva.org). 



Reconnect: Winter kick-off of Wednesdays at Third – January 13
Never been a part of Wednesday night activities at Third? Now’s a great time to start! 
Join us each Wednesday for opportunities to serve, grow, worship, and build community. 
For more information on any of these events, visit: thirdrva.org/wednesdays-at-third or pick 
up the Winter and Spring class brochure that can be found throughout the church. 

SERVING
Tutoring for Arabic-speaking children
6:45 – 7:45 p.m. 
Fellowship Hall

English as a Second Language
6:45 – 7:45 p.m. 
Room 101

Handbell Choir
6:00 – 6:45 p.m. 
Choir Room

Vocal Ensemble
6:45 – 7:30 p.m. 
Sanctuary

Brass Ensemble
7:30 – 8:15 p.m. 
Sanctuary 

STUDYING 
A Guided Tour of the Bible
6:30 – 8:30 p.m.
Conference Room at 500 Forest Ave.

Refresh:  Young Women’s Bible Study
6:30 – 8:00 p.m. 
Parlor

SMILE:  Single Moms in the Lord’s Embrace
6:00 – 7:30 p.m.; every 3rd Wednesday of 
the month
Room 101 

KIDS 
Nursery – Infants to young 2’s
6:30 – 8:30 p.m. 
Room 109

Play and Worship – 3’s to Kindergarten 
Room 103

Kids Jam/Music: 1st – 4th graders
6:30 – 7:30 p.m. 
Room 201/Choir Room

Club 56:  5th – 6th graders
6:30 – 7:30 p.m. 
Basement
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THIS WEEK AT THIRD
Sunday, January 10
8:45 - 9:45 a.m. Worship service – Sanctuary
8:45 - 9:45 a.m. Worship service – Fellowship Hall 
10:00 -12:00 p.m. Congregational town hall meeting – Fellowship Hall 
12:30 p.m. Care and Cards meeting – Room 209 

Monday, January 11 
5:00 p.m. Trustees meeting – Room 101 and Kitchen 
7:00 p.m. Missions Committee meeting – Upstairs Conference Room, 500 Forest Avenue 
7:00 p.m. Monthly evening study – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue
7:00 p.m. Christian Arabic Church ministry outreach with students – Kitchen, 500 Forest Avenue

Tuesday, January 12
9:00 a.m. Monthly morning study – Room 217 
9:15 a.m. Weekly group “The Armor of God” – Room 213
9:30 a.m. Weekly morning Mothers Together group – Fellowship Hall 
10:00 a.m. Monthly morning study – Room 101- Ann Lewis will speak to Sarah’s Circle of Friends              
                    about the Shelter of Love Orphanage in Cambodia. All are welcome. 
11:45 a.m. Helping Hands service group – Room 217 
7:00 p.m. Worship Committee meeting – Parlor 
7:00 p.m. Deacons meeting – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue 

Wednesday, January 13
5:00 p.m. 5th and 6th grade monthly dinner – Fellowship Hall 
6:00 p.m. Handbell rehearsal – Choir Room 
6:30 p.m. Kids Jam and Music Fundamentals with chimes and bells – Room 201/Choir Room 
6:30 p.m. Wednesday night activities – Various classrooms 
6:30 p.m. Refresh women’s group meeting – Parlor 
6:45 p.m. Alleluia choir rehearsal – Sanctuary  
7:30 p.m. Third Brass rehearsal – Sanctuary 

Thursday, January 14
7:00 p.m. Praise band rehearsal – Sanctuary 
7:00 p.m. Newcomers class – Parlor 
7:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir rehearsal – Choir Room
7:00 p.m. Needle’s Eye Young Professionals Grp. – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue
 



Friday, January 15 
9:00 a.m. Emotional Eating Group – Knox Room, 500 Forest Avenue
6:00 p.m. Newcomers class – Choir Room 
6:30 p.m. Healing Prayer rooms – Student Ministry area 

Saturday, January 16
9:00 a.m. Newcomers Class – Choir room 
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A Covenant Order 
of Evangelical Presbyterians

804-282-4645  
500 Forest Ave.
Richmond, VA 23229
www.thirdrva.org 

LEARN MORE ABOUT THIRD

Welcome to Third! Visit www.thirdrva.org to learn more about the community and how you 
can connect. Worship preparation, sermon reflection notes, and sermon audio are posted 
weekly. You can also watch the sermon live on the “This Sunday” page. If you’d like to join a 
small group , find out how you can become a member ,   or find ways to serve,  please contact 
Beth Nichols at bethn@thirdrva.org. Also follow us on Facebook and Twitter for community 
updates. 

JOIN US FOR FELLOWSHIP! 

Our services are generally at 8:45 a.m.,10:00 a.m., and 11:15 a.m. on Sundays in the 
Sanctuary.  Join us for a short time of communion and prayer every Sunday at 8:15 a.m. in 
Room 101. 

Sanctuary

Fellowship
Hall

Forest Ave

Playground

Classrooms
(Upstairs

& Downstairs)

Worship
Services

Rm 101

Parlor

Student Ministry Area

Courtyard


