
Sunday | January 28, 2018 

THE BEGINNING OF WORK
Fourth Sunday of Epiphany 

“Stewardship means to consciously take 
up our cultural power, investing it intentionally 

among the seemingly powerless, 
putting our power at their disposal 

to enable them to cultivate and create.”  

Andy Crouch







Welcome! 
¡Bienvenido! 

We’re glad you’ve chosen to worship at Third! 
We look forward to meeting and getting to know you.
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Called together for the renewal of all things 
through Jesus Christ. 



Sanctuary Decorations 

As followers of Jesus, we use the Christian calendar to help us “keep time” with the 
historic and ongoing rhythms of God's story in and for the world.  After six weeks 
preparing for and celebrating the birth of Jesus, the season of Epiphany runs from 
January 6 until mid-February, focused on Jesus’ earthly life and mission to bring God’s 
kingdom to the whole world, reclaiming and renewing all things.  Jesus’ life among the 
people of Israel reveals the complicated, beautiful nature of God, and in each aspect 
of Christ's identity and calling we also see glimpses of the life God wants to re-make in 
all of us.
 
So what’s with all the crazy colors? Our Sanctuary decorations reflect that theme of 
revelation as well, so added to the white of Christmas (and Easter) are touches of many 
other colors, each one standing for one aspect of the kingdom of God revealed in Jesus:  
yellow and gold for the gifts of the traveling wise men, signaling that Jesus came to claim 
people of every nation as his own; red and orange for the Holy Spirit that rested upon 
Christ to inaugurate his ministry; blue for the tassels of the rabbinical robe marking Jesus 
as our great teacher and High Priest; royal purple and pink for Jesus our King; green for 
new life and the role Jesus affirmed for ordinary people (the church) in the great mission 
of God; even black and brown to remind us that Jesus faced suffering and rejection even 
before his final days moving towards his betrayal and crucifixion in Jerusalem.
 
The many colors of Epiphany represent the whole, complex kingdom life Christ brings into 
the world, and in this season we ask God to open our eyes to see him more and more in 
the multicolored light of Jesus.
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GATHERING                   
God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
Prelude                              "All My Hope on God Is Founded"                   Jeff Hummel 
                                                                 (Michael Burkhardt)            
                                                                    
                                                                                                                                       
Welcome and Announcements   

Choral Preparation for Worship     
                                          "Sing to the Lord" (Psalm 103:1-2)          Sanctuary Choir 
Sing to the Lord, all my being; let everything in me proclaim God's salvation.
Sing to the Lord, all my being, and remember all of God's marvelous deeds!

                                                                                      
    Call to Worship                                                                                  From Psalm 118

Leader: Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
People: His love endures forever.
Leader: Open for me the gates of righteousness;

I will enter and give thanks to the Lord.
People: The stone the builder rejected has become the capstone;

the Lord has done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes.
Leader: This is the day the Lord has made; 

let us rejoice and be glad in it.
People: Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;

his love endures forever.

Prayer of Adoration 

    Songs of Praise                                 "The Lion and the Lamb"        
                                                                "This Is My Father's World"

                (See music on following pages)                                                           
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The cross indicates standing, as you are able.  †          



THE LION AND THE LAMB

He's coming on the clouds.  Kings and kingdoms will bow down
And every chain will break as broken hearts declare his praise.
For who can stop the Lord Almighty?

Our God is the Lion, the Lion of Judah.
He's roaring with power and fighting our battles
And every knee will bow before him.
Our God is the Lamb, the Lamb that was slain
For the sins of the world.
His blood breaks the chains and every knee will bow 
Before the Lion and the Lamb.
Every knee will bow before him.

So open up the gates; make way before the King of kings.
The God who comes to save is here to set the captives free.
For who can stop the Lord Almighty?

Who can stop the Lord Almighty?
Who can stop the Lord?
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THIS IS MY FATHER'S WORLD

This is my Father's world, and to my listening ears
All nature sings, and round me rings the music of the spheres. 
This is my Father's world: I rest me in the thought 
Of rocks and trees, of skies and seas; his hand the wonders wrought. 

This is my Father's world:  the birds their carols raise;
The morning light, the lily white, declare their Maker's praise.
This is my Father's world:  he shines in all that's fair;
In the rustling grass I hear him pass; he speaks to me everywhere. 

This is my Father's world: oh, let me ne'er forget
That though the wrong seems oft so strong, God is the Ruler yet.
This is my Father's world: the battle is not done;
Jesus who died shall be satisfied, and earth and heaven be one. 
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CONFESSING 
God invites us to be honest with him about ourselves. 
 
Call to Confession                        "O Lord, Hear My Prayer"                 Sanctuary Choir 

O Lord, hear my prayer. O Lord, hear my prayer. When I call, answer me. 
O Lord, hear my prayer. O Lord, hear my prayer. Come and listen to me. 

Silent Confession 

Words of Comfort                                                                                  From Titus 3:4-8
  
Leader: When the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared,

he saved us, not because of righteous things we had done,
but because of his mercy.

People: He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by 
the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us generously 
through Jesus Christ our Savior.

Leader: So that, having been justified by his grace,
we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life.

People: Thanks be to God!
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Joining of New Covenant Partners                                    (See page 16 for photos)

Questions for New Covenant Partners

• Do you confess that you are separated from God, dead in your sins, and 
      without hope except for his sovereign mercy in Jesus Christ?  Do you?
• Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God, as your Savior and Lord, and do you 

affirm your identity and new life as one who belongs to him forever? Do you?
• Do you resolve and promise, in humble reliance upon the power of the Holy Spirit, 

to live as a follower of Jesus and, as a covenant partner, to submit to the governance 
and discipline of this church?  Do you?

 
Questions for New Covenant Partners and Current Covenant Partners

In Christ, we are adopted into the family of God.   We find our new identity as brothers 
and sisters of one another, since we now share one Father.  Our faith requires our active 
participation in the covenant community that God himself guarantees.   Therefore, would 
all covenant partners please stand to affirm our commitment to God and to one another 
and to welcome these new partners into fellowship with the following statements:

• Together, will we submit our whole lives to God, committing to faithful worship,                      
fellowship, and service?  Will we? 

• Together, will we join with the Holy Spirit in his sanctifying work of nurturing one               
another into spiritual maturity through prayer, encouragement, and accountability, 
and of equipping each other for ministry in our church and in the world?  Will we?

• Together, will we dedicate our time, talents, and money to the Lord’s work of sharing 
the grace of Christ with our neighbors, participating in God's mission to renew all 
things through Jesus Christ?  Will we?

   Greeting of Peace   
   As a new spiritual family reconciled to one another through Christ, offer to one 

        another a sign of peace: a handshake, a hug, or even just a smile. You could say 
        something simple like “Peace be with you,” or just simply, “Peace.”

 †          
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THANKSGIVING  

Our Offerings
We pray for the Jobs for Life program: for those who are being called to serve as 
champions and students, for those providing instruction, and for volunteers who prepare 
the meals. We pray for a successful launch on Monday, February 19.
                 
Offertory                                                                                             Jobs for Life Interview       
                                                               
    

     Doxology 
    Please stand as we sing to the Lord. 

          Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here 
          below; praise him above, ye heavenly host:  praise Father, Son and 
          Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 †
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PROCLAIMING
God speaks to us through his word.          

Scripture Readings                                                                             Genesis 1:26-28                                                   
26 Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may 
rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild 
animals, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.”
27 So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them;
male and female he created them. 28 God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful 
and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea and 
the birds in the sky and over every living creature that moves on the ground.”

           Genesis 2:15
15 The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take 
care of it.
              Revelation 22:1-2                                                   

1 Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as crystal, flowing 
from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2 down the middle of the great street of the 
city. On each side of the river stood the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, 
yielding its fruit every month. And the leaves of the tree are for the healing of 
the nations.

Leader:     This is the word of the Lord.
People:   Thanks be to God!   

Reflection Questions

• What creative capital and vocational assets do I have that can be used for          
God's Kingdom in our city?

• What social capital and relational assets do I have that can be used for God's 
Kingdom in our city?

• What economic capital and valuable assets do I have that can be used for         
God's Kingdom in our city?
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 Message: 
The Beginning of Work

+ David Bailey +
  

Notes:

________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
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Prayer Needs

For Health
Mary Ann Hancock, Rick DeJarnette, Sean Sanderson, Katie Bishop, Rick Hendrickson, 
JoeAnn Harlow, Dru Fitch, James Hildebrand, Frances Eichost, Dot Jones, Margaret Leith, 
Larry Dupree, Nick Jeffer, Kaye Phillips, Elaine Turner, Judy Clough, Gina Maio, Brad 
Bishop, Greyson Tate, Julie Walden, Amy Boyd, Jerry Ramsey, Charles Ellison, 
Lou Hanscom 

For comfort for those who have lost loved ones:
Cindy Vogel (mother, 12/30), Martha Rupel (sister,12/30), Jane Fields (sister, 12/21), 
Andy Burgess (wife Brenda, 12/19), Sue Kimball (brother, 12/16), Frank Wilson and 
Lynley Steadman (brother, uncle, 12/1), Annhorner Truitt (brother, 11/24), Lauralee 
Allen (father, 11/13)

For Metro Richmond 
We pray to overcome in Christ's name the heritage of racism: to proclaim in word and 
deed the establishment of a beloved community in metropolitan Richmond. 
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SENDING
God sends us into the world as his witnesses. 

   Song of Commission               "I'm Gonna Live So God Can Use Me" 

I'm gonna live so God can use me 
Anywhere, Lord, any time!
I'm gonna live so God can use me 
Anywhere, Lord, any time!

I'm gonna work so God can use me 
Anywhere, Lord, any time!
I'm gonna work so God can use me
Anywhere, Lord, any time!

I'm gonna pray so God can use me 
Anywhere, Lord, any time! 
I'm gonna pray so God can use me 
Anywhere, Lord, any time!

I'm gonna sing so God can use me 
Anywhere, Lord, any time! 
I'm gonna sing so God can use me 
Anywhere, Lord, any time! 

                                         

 †          
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   Commission                                                             From 2 Corinthians 5:17-18, 20                                                     

Leader:

People:

If anyone is in Christ, they are a new creation;
the old has gone, the new has come!
All this is from God, who has reconciled us to himself through Christ
and gave us the ministry of reconciliation:
We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors,
as though God were making his appeal through us.

  Benediction                                                  

Postlude                                               "Sing Praise to God"                          Jeff Hummel
11:15 a.m. service                                (Paul Laubengayer)                                                                                                 
                                                                
     

SERVICE NOTES 
Our preacher today is David Bailey. David is the founder and director of Arrabon, 
one of our local missions partners, a ministry that equips churches and nonprofits with 
the tools and resources to shepherd their community from aspirational values regarding 
diversity along racial, ethnic, and class divisions towards an embodied practice. 

Today's flowers are given in honor and praise for the Jobs for Life program: for those 
who are being called to serve as champions and students, for those providing instruction, 
and for volunteers who prepare the meals. 
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Kim Benson Frank & Elizabeth 
Block 

Ellen & Greg 
Duerksen

Charlie & Judy 
Clough 

Ardith & Chris 
Lanphear

Grace Lowen 

Nancy & Karina 
Pahle

Melanie Sayre

Peter Samuel  David Perry  Mary & John 
Sadovszky  

Sherry Keating 

Welcome to Our New Covenant Partners, Winter 2018

Rahel Mekonnen 

Susan & Donald 
Summers

Becky & Leigh 
Thornton 

Grayson & Ellie 
Thornton 
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NEWS & EVENTS
Ash Wednesday: Dinner and Service – Wednesday, February 14 
Ash Wednesday is a day that marks the first day of Lent, and is a time of reflection and 
penitence leading up to Easter Sunday. We’ll first eat together in the Fellowship Hall at 
5:45 p.m. and then come together for a service of repentance and worship in the 
Sanctuary at 7:00 p.m.  All are welcome to the service; seats are limited for dinner 
($7/adults, $5/children). RSVP for dinner: thirdrva.org/events. 

Hear From the Architects: Updates, Latest Plans, and Q&A – Sunday, 
February 11, 8:45, 11:15 a.m and 12:30 p.m. 
You may recall there is an architectural team developing plans to modernize our Forest 
Avenue facilities. Our focus: to update our facilities to better care for children, promote 
community, and facilitate our worship together. The team will be holding sessions to share 
plans illustrating the current design direction, receive your input, and answer questions. 
Please join us if you are interested in learning about the next phase for our facilities!      

Jobs for Life: Kicking Off February 19! 
The Jobs for Life training program is a 12-week, relationship-centered jobs training 
program. Each student is teamed with a Champion who will walk through the class and 
the months following as they journey from unemployment or under-employment to better 
employment. We’re currently recruiting mentors (Champions), meal sponsors, and 
business leaders to be a part. Student applications are open as well! 
Thirdrva.org/jobsforlife. 

Family Ministry: Pizza and Movie Night – Saturday, Feb. 17, 5:00 p.m.
Bring your family to come out and have some pizza and then we’ll watch the movie 
"Finding Dory." Bring a snack to share and something to sit on: a beach chair, blanket or 
make a “car" out of a cardboard box or laundry basket (like a drive-in movie!) – prize 
to the best design! RSVP ($3/adults, $2/kids): thirdrva.org/events. 

Last call! Annual Men’s Retreat: Calling All Men to Neighbor Well – 
February 2-3
Our annual retreat is a time of both fellowship and deep biblical teaching, taking place 
each winter. This year, we’ll hear from Jay Pathak, co-author of the book The Art of 
Neighboring, who will help us act on one important question: What’s the most loving 
thing I can do for my neighbors? Learn more and sign up: thirdrva.org/events. 
Questions? Contact Tom Barila (tomb@thirdrva.org). 



WHAT’S HAPPENING
We're hosting a parish life experience where you can learn which parish area you live 

in and which parish groups are meeting near you. Meet the leaders of your group, 
and celebrate this new opportunity we have to love our neighbors and our city.

WHEN AND WHERE
Today, January 28, 9:30 – 11:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall

WHY YOU SHOULD COME
Because we believe that we are called to seek the renewal of all things, and that the 
renewal of all things starts in our backyards. Life in parish groups starts here; you’ll 

get everything you need to start building community and living missionally 
right in your neighborhood.

We also promise it will be fun.

HOW WILL IT WORK?
Sunday school classes for the adults will be on break this Sunday to make sure everyone 

has the opportunity to come and learn how they can be involved in a parish group in
 their area and to meet other folks who live near them. 

When you come to the Fellowship Hall that morning, head to the maps to identify which 
parish area you live in. From there, you’ll find a table dedicated to your parish area 

where you can get all the info you need on the parish group near you.

Don’t worry, we’ll have plenty of volunteers on hand to help you navigate the steps 
and keep you fueled with coffee and snacks! Join us!
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SUNDAY ADULT DISCIPLESHIP CLASSES
The Sunday morning discipleship classes for adults will be on break for 
January as we prepare for launching parish groups and our joint February 
Term starting February 4. 

2018 February Term: The Art of Neighboring
Each winter, we take a month to get on the same page as a church. We combine our 
adult Sunday discipleship classes and study an issue together that has bearing on how 
we live our lives as Christ-followers--no matter what age or stage of life we find 
ourselves in. This year, we’ll be looking at a very timely topic: The Art of Neighboring. 
We’ll be exploring together this call to love our neighbors and how it will be lived out in 
our neighborhoods through the parish model, and we’ll share how we’re already seeing 
the fruit of this work today. 

Each week will feature different speakers, panels, and engaging elements. Plus plenty of 
coffee and snacks! We look forward to this time together each year, so we hope to see 
you all there. 

Questions? Contact Tom Barila (tomb@thirdrva.org). 

STUDENT MINISTRY

Sunday morning student ministry 
Join us for food, solid teaching, and great people as we grow together in God’s word. 
 600 Forest Avenue, Student Ministry Area 
 10:00-11:00 a.m. for all students in 7th-12th grade. 

Sunday evening student ministry 
Join us from 7:00 – 8:30 p.m in the Fellowship Hall. 

Questions? Contact Rick (rickh@thirdrva.org) or Andrea (andreaw@thirdrva.org). 
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY - SUNDAY MORNING
DURING THE 10:00 A.M. SERVICE: Sunday School is available for all children and 
students. See below for room locations for all Sunday School classes:   

DURING 8:45 AND 11:15 A.M. SERVICES: Childcare is available for all children 
aged Kindergarten and younger. First grade and above attend worship with their parents.

A Wiggle Room is available if you prefer to have your child with you but he or she 
is a little too active or noisy to be in the service. You'll be able to watch the service via 
streaming. The room is across the courtyard and directly up the stairs, Room 226. 

Please let us know if we can help familiarize you with all that is available at Third for 
your children. Contact Kathy White (kathyw@thirdrva.org) or Tracie Meadows (traciem@
thirdrva.org).
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AGE ROOM

Infants, toddlers, 2 year olds (Little Lambs) All on the 1st floor

Little Lions - Young 3s Room 223

Little Monkeys - Older 3s, Young 4s Room 204

Little Eagles - Older 4s Room 202

Kindergarten Room 227

1st Grade Room 220

2nd Grade Room 221

3rd Grade Room 201

4th Grade Room 209

5th and 6th Grade Basement

Middle and High School Meet in Student Ministry Area



THIS WEEK AT THIRD
Sunday, January 28
8:45, 10:00, 11:15 a.m. Worship services – Sanctuary
9:30 - 11:30 a.m. Parish Life Experience – Fellowship Hall 
10:00 a.m. Baptism class – Parlor 

Monday, January 29
9:00 a.m. CBS Teachers meeting – Choir Room 

Tuesday, January 30
9:30 a.m.  "All Things New: A Study on 2 Corinthians" – Room 213 
6:20 p.m. Session dinner – Kitchen, 500 Forest Avenue 
7:00 p.m. Session meeting – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue 

Wednesday, January 31
9:30 a.m.  Community Bible Study – Fellowship Hall 
6:45 p.m. Club 56 Wednesday night gathering – Basement 

Thursday, February 1
10:00 a.m. Seasons group with Betsy Pollard – Parlor 
6:00 p.m. Healing Prayer group – Student ministry area 
7:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir rehearsal – Choir Room 

Friday, February 2
12:00 p.m. Day by Dayers – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue
6:00 p.m. Men's Retreat – Off-site
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A Covenant Order 
of Evangelical Presbyterians

Third Church 
804-282-4645  
500 Forest Ave.
Richmond, VA 23229
www.thirdrva.org 

JOIN US NEXT WEEK
Welcome to Third! We’re so glad you’re here. We’d love to get to know you and for you to 
learn more about our community. We have a couple opportunities for you to connect with us 
and help you find out more about Third.
• Sign up for our ministry emails: thirdrva.org/signup 
• Pick up Third Press: Our monthly newsletter can be found around the church. 
• Follow us on Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram: @thirdrva  
 

SUNDAY MORNINGS AT THIRD
If you need help or have any questions at any point on a Sunday morning, look for 
individuals wearing carnations or yellow name badges. They're here to help answer 
questions, find you seats, and guide you around our building. 


