
Sunday | February 7, 2016

THE HEALER OF THE SICK
Fifth Sunday after Epiphany

“Jesus has just painted a picture that speaks more than a library 
full of books on Christology. He has backed up his words with 
action. God is vindicating Jesus’ claims. At crunch time Jesus 

applies his authority with great skill. As the paralytic walks, the 
question becomes who will walk with him and share the 
forgiveness Jesus has pictured. Fence-sitting is no longer 

possible, given the nature of Jesus’ claims.” 
  Darrell L Bock



Welcome! 
Bienvenido! 

We’re glad you’ve chosen to worship at Third! 
We look forward to meeting and getting to know you.

Third Church exists to spread the gospel and seek 
the Shalom of metro Richmond and the world through 

a movement of communities and congregations, 
welcoming people of all cultures to the glory of Jesus Christ. 
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GATHERING                   
God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.

Prelude                                                          “When Morning Gilds the Skies” –  Jeff Hummel                                                                      
                                                                                                                                    (Dale Wood) 
                 
Welcome and Announcements   

Preparation 

Leader:        Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
                     no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
                     Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 
                     name, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
People:      Amen.

A period of silence is kept.                                                                                                                                 

    
        Call to Worship                                                                               From Psalm 65:4
Leader:     Happy are those whom you choose to bring near to dwell in your courts! 
People:   We are filled with the good things of your house, of your holy temple. 
                                                                                                      
      Opening Prayer  

       Hymns/Songs of Praise 
                                                                     “Great is Thy Faithfulness” – #60 in the Hymnal
                                                                                                   “Oceans (Where Feet May Fail)”
                                                                                                       (See music on following page.)

                             
 

 †

 The cross indicates standing, as you are able.  †

 †    

 †
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OCEANS (WHERE FEET MAY FAIL) 
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CONFESSING 
God invites us to be honest with him about ourselves. 

Prayer of Confession          

Leader:  We praise you, Holy God, for your steadfast love
shown to us in the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ.
We rejoice in that grace, 
which calls us to live new lives of love for you and others.
Hold us by your grace, even as we have sinned against it
and so marred our relationship with you and our neighbor.
We repent of our sins and long for you to restore our hearts.

Everyone: In your great love come, cleanse, heal and help us,
That we may live out our days to the praise of your grace
And to the glory of your Holy Name. Amen.

Silent Confession 

Words of Comfort and Assurance 

 
 Greeting of Peace †
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THANKSGIVING
We respond to God’s word. 
                                                                                                  
Interview                                                                        Lizzie Mitchell and Carley Hayes

Our Offerings
Pray for Scott and JoAnn Armistead as they reach out with the gospel to internationals in the 
area and as Scott directs the ministry of the Christian Medical and Dental Association. 

Musical Offering                                                                                “A Simple Alleluia” 
8:45 and 11:15 a.m. Services                                                                                    (Martin) 
                                                                     Sanctuary Choir, Tracie Meadows, Corey Widmer 

Sing a simple alleluia, raise a gentle hymn of praise.
Give to God a heart of wonder, music from a heart of faith.
Sing a simple alleluia, songs of promise, songs of love.
Make each theme an act of worship, ev’ry note for God above.
Sing a simple alleluia.  Sing a simple alleluia,
Alleluia, alleluia.  Alleluia.

Sing a simple alleluia, worship from a grateful heart.
Humbled by God’s boundless mercy, let the adoration start.
Blessed that we can give to others, reaching out to those in need,
Singing hope into the silence, changing hearts with heaven’s peace.
Sing a simple alleluia.  Sing a simple alleluia,
Alleluia, alleluia.  Alleluia.

Live a simple alleluia, treasure ev’ry gift of life.
Raise your heart in glad thanksgiving; lift your worship to the skies.
Live a simple alleluia, ev’ry breath an act of grace.
Make your life a song of service.  Make the world a better place.
Sing a simple alleluia.  Sing a simple alleluia,
Alleluia, alleluia.  Alleluia.
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Musical Offering                                                                                 “I Shall Not Want” 
10:00 a.m. Service                                                             (Words and music by Audrey Assad) 

From the love of my own comfort,
From the fear of having nothing,
From a life of worldly passions,
Deliver me, O God.

From the need to be understood,
From the need to be accepted,
From the fear of being lonely,
Deliver me, O God.
Deliver me, O God.

And I shall not want, I shall not want,
When I taste Your goodness I shall not want.
When I taste Your goodness I shall not want.

From the fear of serving others,
From the fear of death or trial,
From the fear of humility,
Deliver me, O God.
Deliver me, O God.

And I shall not want, I shall not want.
When I taste Your goodness I shall not want.

No, I shall not want, I shall not want.
When I taste Your goodness I shall not want.

  Doxology 
  Please stand as we sing to the Lord. 

        Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise him, all creatures here 
        below; Praise him above, ye heavenly host: Praise Father, Son and  
        Holy Ghost. Amen.

 †
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PROCLAIMING
God speaks to us through his word. 

Prayer of Illumination 

Scripture Reading                                                                                      Luke 5:17-26                          

17 One day Jesus was teaching, and Pharisees and teachers of the law were sitting there. 
They had come from every village of Galilee and from Judea and Jerusalem. And the 
power of the Lord was with Jesus to heal the sick. 18 Some men came carrying a 
paralyzed man on a mat and tried to take him into the house to lay him before Jesus. 
19 When they could not find a way to do this because of the crowd, they went up on the 
roof and lowered him on his mat through the tiles into the middle of the crowd, right in 
front of Jesus.

20 When Jesus saw their faith, he said, “Friend, your sins are forgiven.”

21 The Pharisees and the teachers of the law began thinking to themselves, “Who is this 
fellow who speaks blasphemy? Who can forgive sins but God alone?”

22 Jesus knew what they were thinking and asked, “Why are you thinking these things in 
your hearts? 23 Which is easier: to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up and 
walk’? 24 But I want you to know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive 
sins.” So he said to the paralyzed man, “I tell you, get up, take your mat and go home.” 
25 Immediately he stood up in front of them, took what he had been lying on and went 
home praising God. 26 Everyone was amazed and gave praise to God. They were filled 
with awe and said, “We have seen remarkable things today.”

Leader:     This is the word of the Lord.
People:   Thanks be to God! 
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Message:  

+ The Healer of the Sickness +
  Alec Hale and Gray Redmond

   

Notes:
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RESPONDING
We respond to God’s word. 

Confessing our Faith                 The Apostles’ Creed

Everyone:  
 I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth;
 And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried, 
 the third day he rose from the dead;
 he ascended into heaven and sitteth at the right hand of God 
 the Father Almighty;
 from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Lord’s Supper
Leader: Lift up your hearts!
People: We lift them up to the Lord.
Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Everyone: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 



The Lord’s Supper 

The Lord’s Supper, or Communion, is one of the two sacraments we celebrate (the other is 
baptism). It is one of the most important things we do when we gather together, because 
the bread and juice are concrete signs of what Jesus has done for us on the cross. When we 
come forward to receive them, we believe that Jesus is actually present through the Holy 
Spirit, extending his grace and forgiveness to us.

We welcome all baptized Christians who are willing to forsake their sin and trust in Jesus 
Christ for salvation. If you are not able to receive Communion, we invite you to use this 
time to meditate on one of the following prayers:

Prayer of Those Searching for Truth

Lord Jesus, you claim to be the Way, the Truth and the Life. Help me to be undaunted by the 
cost of following you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is true, please 
guide me, teach me, and open me to the reality of who you are. Lead me into the light and 
life you promise. Amen.

Prayer of Belief

Lord Jesus Christ, I admit that I am more blind and sinful than I ever dared admit, but through 
you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared hope. I thank you for paying my debt 
on the cross, taking what I deserved in order to offer me complete acceptance. Knowing that 
you have been raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as Savior and Lord. 
Amen.

– Adapted from prayers written by Rev. Scot Sherman, Redeemer Presbyterian Church.
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Song                                                                                                     “Holy Communion” 

Gracious Father, we give You praise
And thanks for this Holy Communion,
The body and blood
Of Your beloved Son.

The body is broken,
God’s love poured open
To make us new.
Lord, make us new.

Abba Father, we bless Your name
And take part in this Holy Communion.
Make us all one
To love like Your Son.

The body is broken,
God’s love poured open
To make us new.
Lord, make us new.

The body is broken,
God’s love poured open
To make us new.
Lord, make us new.
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Song                                                                               “What the Lord Has Done In Me” 

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come;
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory for ever. Amen. 
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Prayer Needs

For Health
Dru Fitch, Susan Godfrey, Bill and Ann Nell Jackson, Nancy Cunningham, Joe and June 
Keller, Mary Cox, Vickie O’Dell, Margaret Leith, Dabney Harvey, Eileen Raynor, Pam 
Padgett, Lou Hanscom, Carol Holt, Celeste Reynolds, Gretchen Gravely, Betty Cox, Pam 
Rambo

For Comfort 
Deaths – Vi Gresham (1/18), Cecilia Elliott (father, 1/14), Cheryl Richardson (father, 
12/28), Betty Cox (husband Joe, 12/16), John Dean (brother, 12/15), Libbie Davis 
(11/27), Jennifer deCerff (father, 11/24), David Morris (mother-in-law, 11/24), Mary 
Howard (11/18), Diane Atkinson (mother, 11/3)

For Metro Richmond
We pray for the coming of God’s Kingdom in metropolitan Richmond: for a spirit of unity and 
cooperation among all people in all jurisdictions. We pray that all would earnestly seek the 
common welfare of this metropolitan city. 

For Our Nation and the World – Ethiopia 
Ethiopia’s 85 million people are 60% Christian and 40% Muslim. The Orthodox Church in 
Ethiopia is one of the oldest churches in the world. The Mekene Yesu Church represents a joint 
venture of Lutherans and Presbyterians and is beginning to reach out to Muslim neighbors. 
Ethiopia is suffering in 2016 from severe famine in the north and a recent outbreak of protests 
among university students. The minority Tigray people control the government and those in 
power are seeking to annex more land for the capital, Addis Ababa, which has sparked the 
protests. 

• Pray for relief from the growing famine in northern Ethiopia.
• Pray for a peaceful resolution to the growing protest movement regarding the                     

government’s grab for land in the region of Addis Ababa.
• Pray for successful translations of the Bible into indigenous languages.
• Pray for Ethiopian Christian outreach to Muslim peoples among the Oromo and other 

peoples.

Missionary Prayer and Care groups meet monthly to pray for our mission partners in 
Europe, Asia and the Muslim world. Contact Carolyn Oakley (cdoakley1@gmail.com/
937-6564) to learn more. 

15



SENDING
God sends us into the world as his witnesses. 

Song of Commission    “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy” – #486 in the Hymnal                        

Commission                                                                            From Ephesians 3:20-21

Leader: Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, 
according to his power that is at work within us, 

Everyone: To him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all 
generations, for ever and ever! Amen. 

Benediction     

Postlude                                                                                               “Fanfare”– Jeff Hummel                                     
11:15 a.m. service                                                                                          (Gordon Young)                 
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SERVICE NOTES 
Today’s flowers are given in honor of our mission partners Scott and JoAnn Armistead as 
they reach out with the gospel to internationals in the area and as Scott directs the ministry of 
the Christian Medical and Dental Association. 

Having difficulty hearing? See one of our ushers to use a hearing assistance device.

NEWS & EVENTS
Ash Wednesday Dinner and Worship – Wednesday, February 10, 5:45 - 8 p.m. 
Join us for a family-friendly dinner in the Fellowship Hall from 5:45 - 6:45 p.m. and then 
worship in the Sanctuary from 7:00 - 8:00 p.m. Registration is required for the dinner and 
seats are limited. Registration is not needed for worship service but childcare is available 
with RSVP. Sign up at thirdrva.org/registrations.

Family Mystery Night – Saturday, February 20
Sign up for this mysterious evening and on February 18, we’ll send an email with details 
about where to go, what time to be there, and what to bring. This event will be for families 
with kids from 3 years old to high school. Sign up online at thirdrva.org/registrations by 
February 15.

Tutors Needed for Wednesday Nights! 
There are now 54 students who desire our tutoring help. Can you spare an hour on 
Wednesday evenings? For more information or to get involved, contact Andi Redmond 
(andi.redmond6@gmail.com). 

Makers Series: Catalyst – Friday, February 26, 6:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall
The fifth of our core values is that we foster a Catalytic Culture. Join us for the next installment 
of the Makers Series to explore how the written, visual, and musical arts catalyze change in 
the lives of individuals and communities. Doors open at 6:30 p.m.; program begins at 7 p.m. 
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NEWS & EVENTS

Valentine’s Day Care Packages – February 9, 9:00 a.m., Fellowship Hall  
Join the women of Third in assembling Valentine care packages for our college students and 
men and women in the military. We’ll share brunch together at 9:00 a.m., then package the 
gift boxes. Please bring 10-12 small goodies for the boxes, and a dish to share for brunch. 
Contact Ellen Armstrong (hornerarmstrong@aol.com) with any questions. 

Valentine’s Day Couples Dance – February 13, 7:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall
Share a romantic evening with your sweetheart and learn to dance. Join Barefoot Living 
Ministries for an evening of dance instruction and dessert here at Third. To sign up 
($25/per couple), contact Cheryl Richardson (office@barefootliving.org, 282-2777) or 
visit www.barefootliving.org. 

Volunteer with Crossover 
CrossOver Healthcare Ministry provides compassionate health care to those in need in 
the name of Jesus Christ. We are currently seeking dentists, RNs & LPNs, and Spanish 
interpreter volunteers.  If you could help meet one of these needs, please call or email 
CrossOver (422-2600/info@crossoverministry.org).  

Relationships in Peace Ministry
If you are experiencing a relationship impasse or need someone to walk beside you through
a difficult relational situation or conflict, please contact us.  We’re here to help. Visit 
www.thirdrva.org/partners/relationships-in-peace.  For assistance: RelationshipsInPeace.
thirdrva@gmail.com or call Margie Satterfield, (804) 819-0260.
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SUNDAY ADULT DISCIPLESHIP
Sunday Morning Discipleship Fellowship Classes (10:00 –11:00 a.m.)
 
February Term – Starting Sunday, February 7 through February 28, 
10:00 a.m., Fellowship Hall
Each winter, we take a month to combine our adult Sunday school classes and study a 
topic together during the 10 o’clock hour. This year, we’ll be looking at our core values, 
understanding what they tell us about who we are as a church and where we’re headed. 
To learn more, visit thirdrva.org/february-term-2016.

To learn more about our other discipleship/fellowship classes on Sunday 
mornings or Wednesday evenings, please visit our website or see the 2016 Winter 
and Spring class brochure (found throughout the church) to read about all the study options, 
serving opportunities, and ways to be with your community. Please contact Tom Barila 
(tomb@thirdrva.org) for questions or details. 

STUDENT MINISTRY 
Sunday Morning Ministry: Join us each Sunday for food, great teaching, and great 
people as we grow together in God’s word. 
 600 Forest Ave., Student Ministry Area
 10:00 - 11:00 a.m. for all students in 7th-12th grade.

Sunday Evening Ministry: Be a part of games, music and teaching and amazing small 
group community each Sunday night. 
 600 Forest Ave., Fellowship Hall and Basement
 7:00-8:30 p.m. for all students in 7th-12th grade.



CHILDREN’S MINISTRY - SUNDAY MORNING
We welcome you to Third and want you to know that your children are precious to us!   
Our staff of both professional childcare workers and volunteers are here to serve your 
family in a safe, loving and Christ-centered environment.    

8:45 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. Services - Childcare available for all children aged 
Kindergarten and younger. First grade and above attend worship with their parents.

10:00 a.m. Service - Sunday School for children ages 2 and older. Nursery available for 
infants and toddlers. For details on all Sunday school class offerings, pick up the Winter and 
Spring class brochure found near the doors. 

A Wiggle Room is available if you prefer to have your child with you but he or she is a 
little too active or noisy to be in the service. The service is streamed into Room 124 which is 
located in the connecting hall across from the toddler Room 105.

Please let us know if we can help familiarize you with all that is available at Third 
for your children. Contact Kathy White (kathyw@thirdrva.org) or Tracie Meadows 
(traciem@thirdrva.org). 
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2016 Summer Short-Term Mission Trips

Third Church is offering some unique opportunities to see how God is working around the 
world and build relationships with others of different cultures. We’ll be highlighting these 
different trips over the next couple weeks. 

Join us this year as we follow Jesus into the world to help change lives and be changed 
ourselves. Pray now to ask if God is calling you to serve in this way.

Port-au-Prince, Haiti 
A multi-generational team serving our mission partner Haiti Outreach Ministries with three 
projects: home construction, medical assistance and a vacation Bible school.  Children and 
adults, age 14 and up, are welcome. No skills needed for construction and Bible school, but 
medical professionals are needed.
Trip dates: July 16-23
Deadline: March 20
Estimated cost: $1570
Contact: Billy and Jen Martin, JenRMartin@outlook.com or (843) 364-0885
Informational meeting: February 21 in the Fellowship Hall at 10:00 a.m. and 12:15 p.m. 
in the Parlor. 

El Salvador 
A team to work alongside our El Salvador mission partner and staff serving the community 
through English language training, micro-business support, engagement at local schools, and 
ministry at an orphanage.  At the core of every ministry project is the goal of discipleship and 
sharing the love of God.  Basic Spanish skills are helpful, but not required. College age and 
up; limit 14 persons.
Trip dates:  June 18-25
Deadline: April 15
Estimated cost: $1755
Contact: Tom Barila, tomb@thirdrva.org or 282-4645 x117
Informational meeting: March 6, 10:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall and 12:15 p.m. in 
Room 101.  

Thinking about going to Israel with Third in the coming year or two? Join our 
orientation meetings for the group going in 2016 to get a sense for what the trips are like. 
We’ll meet weekly for five Sundays starting February 7 from 8:30 - 9:30 a.m. in the 
Conference Room at 500 Forest Ave. 



THIS WEEK AT THIRD

Sunday, February 7
8:15 a.m. Prayer and Communion – Room 101 
8:45, 10:00, 11:15 a.m. Worship services – Sanctuary 
12:30 p.m. Praying for our Nation – Parlor  
7:00 p.m. Student evening ministry – Fellowship Hall 

Monday, February 8
7:00 p.m. Monthly women’s evening study – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue
7:00 p.m. Missions Committee meeting – upstairs Conference Room, 500 Forest Avenue 
7:00 p.m. Trustees meeting – Room 101 
8:00 p.m. Christian Arabic Church ministry outreach with students – Kitchen, 500 Forest Avenue 

Tuesday, February 9
9:00 a.m. Valentine’s Brunch and assembly of care packages – Fellowship Hall 
9:00 a.m. Monthly morning study – Room 217 
9:15 a.m. Weekly group “The Armor of God” – Room 213
9:30 a.m. Weekly morning Mothers Together group – Fellowship Hall 
10:00 a.m. Monthly morning study – meet Third’s mission partners - Room 101 
11:45 a.m. Helping Hands service group – Room 217 
7:00 p.m. Worship Committee meeting – Parlor 

Wednesday, February 10 
5:45 - 6:45 p.m. Ash Wednesday dinner – Fellowship Hall
7:00 - 8:00 p.m. Ash Wednesday service – Sanctuary 

Thursday, February 11
7:00 p.m. Praise band rehearsal – Sanctuary 
7:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir rehearsal – Choir Room
7:00 p.m. Needle’s Eye Young Professionals Grp. – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue
 
Friday, February 12
9:00 a.m. Emotional Eating Group – Knox Room, 500 Forest Avenue

Saturday, February 13
7:00 p.m. Valentine’s Day Couples Dance – Fellowship Hall
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A Covenant Order 
of Evangelical Presbyterians

804-282-4645  
500 Forest Ave.
Richmond, VA 23229
www.thirdrva.org 

LEARN MORE ABOUT THIRD

Welcome to Third! Visit www.thirdrva.org to learn more about the community and how you 
can connect. Worship preparation, sermon reflection notes, and sermon audio are posted 
weekly. You can also watch the sermon live on the “This Sunday” page. If you’d like to join a 
small group , find out how you can become a member ,   or find ways to serve,  please contact 
Beth Nichols at bethn@thirdrva.org. Also follow us on Facebook and Twitter for community 
updates. 

JOIN US FOR FELLOWSHIP! 
Our services are at 8:45 a.m.,10:00 a.m., and 11:15 a.m. on Sundays in the Sanctuary.  
Join us for a short time of communion and prayer every Sunday at 8:15 a.m. in Room 101. 
From 9:45-11:30 a.m. on Sunday mornings, stop by for a time of fellowship and 
refreshments, including Blanchard’s coffee, in the Fellowship Hall. 

Sanctuary

Fellowship
Hall

Forest Ave

Playground

Classrooms
(Upstairs

& Downstairs)

Worship
Services

Rm 101

Parlor

Student Ministry Area

Courtyard


