
Sunday | February 5, 2017

UNITED TO CHRIST, 
UNITED TO EACH OTHER

Fifth Sunday of Epiphany

"What matters is that Christians, like the actors all focusing 
single-mindedly on the play, should focus completely on the 

divine drama that has unfolded before their eyes in Jesus the King,
 and is continuing now into its final act with themselves 

as the characters."

  N.T. Wright

Third 
 CHURCH





Welcome! 
Bienvenido! 

We’re glad you’ve chosen to worship at Third! 
We look forward to meeting and getting to know you.

Third Church exists to spread the gospel and seek 
the Shalom of metro Richmond and the world through 

a movement of communities and congregations, 
welcoming people of all cultures to the glory of Jesus Christ. 



Epiphany Sanctuary Decorations 

As followers of Jesus, we use the Christian calendar to help us “keep time” with the 
historic and ongoing rhythms of God's story. After six weeks preparing for and 
celebrating the birth of Jesus comes the season of Epiphany. From January to early 
March, we remember Jesus’ earthly life and mission to bring God’s kingdom to the whole 
world, reclaiming and renewing all things.  Jesus’ life among the people of Israel reveals 
the very nature of God. In each aspect of his identity and calling we also see glimpses of 
the life God wants to re-make in all of us.

Our Sanctuary decorations reflect that theme of revelation, as well, so added to the 
white of Christmas (and Easter) are touches of many other colors: rich yellow and gold 
for the gifts of the sojourning Wise Men, signaling that Jesus came to claim people of 
every nation as his own; fiery red for the Holy Spirit that rested upon Christ to inaugurate 
his ministry; heavenly blue for the tassels of the rabbinical robe that mark Jesus as our 
great teacher and High Priest; royal purple and pink for Jesus our King; vibrant green for 
new life and the role Jesus affirmed for ordinary people (the church) in the great mission 
of God; and common brown to remind us that Jesus faced hardship and rejection even 
before his final experience of betrayal and crucifixion in Jerusalem.

The many colors of Epiphany represent the whole, complex kingdom-life that Christ brings 
into the world and invites us to share. In this season we ask God to open our eyes to see 
him more and more in the light of Jesus.
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GATHERING                   
God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
Prelude                 "O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing"                 Jeff Hummel 
                                                                 (Robert Hobby)                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                   
Welcome and Announcements  

Preparation for Worship                                                                            Psalm 19:14
Leader:    May the words of our mouths
     and the meditations of our hearts
     be pleasing in your sight,
                O Lord, our Rock and our Redeemer.
People:  Amen.  

Let’s quiet our hearts in silent preparation for worship.

    Call to Worship                                                                                          Psalm 100                                 

Leader: Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth.
People: Worship the Lord with gladness; come before him with joyful 

songs.
Leader: Know that the Lord is God.
People: It is he who made us, and we are his people, the sheep of 

his pasture.
Leader: Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise;
People: Give thanks to him and praise his name.
Leader: For the Lord is good and his love endures forever;
People: His faithfulness continues through all generations.
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 The cross indicates standing, as you are able.  †

 †    



Prayer of Adoration 

    Songs of Praise                     "This is Amazing Grace"      
                                                "They'll Know We Are Christians" 

                          (See music on following pages) 

 †    
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THIS IS AMAZING GRACE



8

THEY'LL KNOW WE ARE CHRISTIANS



CONFESSING 
God invites us to be honest with him about ourselves. 
           
Prayer of Confession                                   

Silent Confession  
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Everyone: Merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 
word and deed, 
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart and mind 
and strength; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.   
Create in us a clean heart, O God, 
and renew a right spirit within us.
Amen.



Song of Confession                                  Simple Kyrie  
                      (Lord, Have Mercy)

     Words of Comfort  

Leader: Hear the good news! 
Who is in a position to condemn?

People: Only Christ! 
Leader: And Christ died for us, Christ rose for us, 

Christ reigns in power for us, Christ prays for us. 
Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation. 
The old life has gone; the new life has begun! 
Know that you are forgiven, and be at peace.

People: Amen! 

 †          
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THANKSGIVING  

   Greeting of Peace 

Interview with Students                                        Henry Pollard and Frederikke Vigso

Our Offerings
Pray for Scott and JoAnn Armistead as they reach out with the gospel to internationals in 
the area and as Scott directs the ministry of the Christian Medical and Dental Association.

Offertory                                         "O Come to the Altar"          
Are you hurting and broken within, overwhelmed by the weight of your sin?
Jesus is calling.
Have you come to the end of yourself, do you thirst for a drink from the well?
Jesus is calling.

(Chorus)   Oh, come to the altar; the Father's arms are open wide.
                  Forgiveness was bought with the precious blood of Jesus Christ.

Leave behind your regrets and mistakes.  Come today; there's no reason to wait.
Jesus is calling.
Bring your sorrows and trade them for joy; from the ashes a new life is born.
Jesus is calling.

(Bridge)    Oh, what a Savior, isn't he wonderful?
                  Sing alleluia, Christ is risen. 
                  Bow down before him, for he is Lord of all;
                  Sing alleluia, Christ is risen.

Bear your cross as you wait for the crown;
Tell the world of the treasure you've found.

Words and Music by: Chris Brown, Mack Brock , Steven Furtick ,Wade Joye
© 2015 Music by Elevation Worship Publishing  CCLI License # 706798

  Doxology 
   Please stand as we sing to the Lord. 

       Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here 
       below; praise him above, ye heavenly host: praise Father, Son and Holy 
       Ghost. Amen.  

 †          

 †          

11



PROCLAIMING
God speaks to us through his word.          

Prayer of Illumination 

Scripture Reading                                                                                Philippians 2:1-4                                                              

1 Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort 
from his love, if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion,
2 then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in 
spirit and of one mind. 3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in 
humility value others above yourselves, 4 not looking to your own interests but each of 
you to the interests of the others.

           
Leader:     This is the word of the Lord.
People:   Thanks be to God! 
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Message: 
United to Christ, United to Each Other 

+ Seth Armistead, Bridget Bartley, Freddy Pearsall +
  

Notes:
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________________________________________________
________________________________________________
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RESPONDING
We respond to God’s word.                                                                                                

Celebration of the Lord's Supper

Leader: Lift up your hearts!
People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
Everyone: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Leader: Holy and merciful God, our Father,
you have made us in your image and for yourself.
You have made this good world for us to tend and to enjoy.
God, our Father, 

People: Hear the praise of grateful hearts.

Leader: You sought your ancient people when they strayed from you.
You freed them from the oppressor and brought them home.
God, our Father, 

People: Hear the praise of grateful hearts.

Leader: You have sent your Son to bring us home to you.
By his Incarnation–

People: You have found us.
Leader: By his Death–
People: You have forgiven us.
Leader: By his Resurrection–
People: You have freed us. 
Leader: God, our Father, 
People: Hear the praise of grateful hearts.



Words of Institution                                                          From 1 Corinthians 11:23-26
Leader: “The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he 

had given thanks, he broke it and said, ‘This is my body, which is for you; 
do this in remembrance of me.’ In the same way, after supper he took the 
cup, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever 
you drink it, in remembrance of me.’ For whenever you eat this bread and 
drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.”

Leader: Holy and merciful God, our Father, send down your Holy Spirit
on our bread and wine, that they may be for us the body and blood of 
Christ, and on your people, that we may be the body of Christ, reconciled 
to you and to each other by his blood. By your Holy Spirit make us– 

People: One with Christ, 
one with each other, 
and one in mission to all the world,

Leader: Until Christ shall come in final victory
and we feast together at his heavenly banquet.

People: Amen! 
Leader: Lord Jesus Christ, we await your second Advent, 

When you shall establish your kingdom and put all things right. 
We cry, Maranatha! 

People: Even so, come, Lord Jesus, come.
Leader: We pray the prayer which Christ has placed upon our lips–

Leader: In union with Jesus Christ of Nazareth, our Great High Priest, and with all 
who worship you, both in heaven and on earth, we offer you our praise, 
saying: 

People: Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest;
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
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The Lord's Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come;
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory for ever. Amen. 

The Lord’s Supper
The Lord’s Supper, or Communion, is one of the two sacraments we celebrate (the other is
baptism). It is one of the most important things we do when we gather together, because
the bread and juice are concrete signs of what Jesus has done for us on the cross. When
we come forward to receive them, we believe that Jesus is actually present through the
Holy Spirit, extending his grace and forgiveness to us.

We welcome anyone to the table who is willing to forsake their sin and trust in Jesus Christ
for salvation. If you are not able to receive Communion, we invite you to use this time to
meditate on one of the following prayers:

Prayer of Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus, you claim to be the Way, the Truth and the Life. Help me to be undaunted by
the cost of following you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is true,
please guide me, teach me, and open me to the reality of who you are. Lead me into the
light and life you promise. Amen.

Prayer of Belief
Lord Jesus Christ, I admit that I am more blind and sinful than I ever dared admit, but
through you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared hope. I thank you for
paying my debt on the cross, taking what I deserved in order to offer me complete
acceptance. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and
receive you as Savior and Lord. Amen.

– Adapted from prayers written by Rev. Scot Sherman, Redeemer Presbyterian Church.                                  
"Holy Spirit"                         



Communion Song                                 "Holy Spirit"
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Prayer Needs

For Health
Dean Dennis, Katherine Crocker, Amy Boyd, Loma Shafer, Missy Deregibus, Jack 
Schilthuis, Allen Lawrence, Jerry Ramsey, Betty Cox, Charles Ellison, Dru Fitch, Mark Koontz, 
Margaret Leith, Dabney Harvey, Lou Hanscom, Carol Holt

For Comfort 
Deaths – Lynn Hardwicke (husband, Warren, 12/18), Jonathan Shouse (mother, 12/17), 
Joseph Hall (wife, Perrin Thompson Hall, 11/25), Bob Horne, Camille Foster and Emily 
Henley (mother and grandmother, 11/21), Art Wood (mother, 11/19), Elizabeth Barila 
(mother, 11/7) 

For Metro Richmond 
We pray for the coming of God's kingdom in metropolitan Richmond: for a spirit of unity 
and cooperation among all people in all jurisdictions. Fill us with your compassion for our 
natural environment. We pray that all would earnestly seek the common welfare of this 
metropolitan city.  

Missionary Prayer and Care groups meet monthly to pray for our mission partners in 
Europe, Asia and the Muslim world. Contact Carolyn Oakley (cdoakley1@gmail.com/
937-6564) to learn more.  
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SENDING
God sends us into the world as his witnesses. 

  Song of Commission                            "In Christ Alone" 
                               

In Christ alone my hope is found; 
He is my light, my strength, my song.
This Cornerstone, this solid ground, 
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm.
What heights of love, what depths of peace, 
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease.
My Comforter, my All in All, 
Here in the love of Christ I stand.

In Christ alone, who took on flesh, 
Fullness of God in helpless babe.
This gift of love and righteousness, 
Scorned by the ones he came to save.
'Til on that cross, as Jesus died, 
The wrath of God was satisfied.
For every sin on him was laid; 
Here in the death of Christ I live.

There in the ground his body lay, 
Light of the world by darkness slain.
Then, bursting forth in glorious day, 
Up from the grave he rose again.
And as he stands in victory, 
Sin's curse has lost its grip on me.
For I am his and he is mine, 
Bought with the precious blood of Christ.

No guilt in life, no fear in death:  
This is the power of Christ in me.
From life's first cry to final breath, 
Jesus commands my destiny.
No power of hell, no scheme of man 
Can ever pluck me from his hand,
'Til he returns or calls me home, 
Here in the power of Christ I'll stand.

 †  
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Commission                                                                                     From Ephesians 4                          
Leader: May we be a people who live a life worthy of the calling we have 

received. Being completely humble and gentle, being patient, bearing 
with one another in love, and making every effort to keep the unity of 
the Spirit through the bond of peace. 

People: There is one body and one Spirit, one Lord, one faith, one 
baptism; one God and Father of all, who is over all and 
through all and in all. Amen!

Benediction                                                         

Postlude                                  "Sing Praise to God"                               Jeff Hummel  
11:15 a.m. service                                 (Paul Laubengayer)                                                                                                                                     
                                                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
If you would like prayer for any reason, two elders are available at the front of the Sanctuary 
(by the lectern) after each service. We invite you to come forward for any prayer needs you 
may have.

SERVICE NOTES 
Today we celebrate the birth of Lawson Leigh Tuite, daughter of Ashley and Tyler 
Tuite. Lawson was born on January 23, 2017. 

Today's flowers are given in honor of our missionary partners Scott and JoAnn 
Armistead as they reach out with the gospel to internationals in the area and as Scott 
directs the ministry of the Christian Medical and Dental Association.

Today's liturgists: Sam Tyler, Hannah Whitaker, Suzanne Lohr, Talia Moore, Bailey 
Rogers, Shady Girgis, Mary Dryden Maio, Peyton Hayes, Oliver Hale, Jonathan Tyler, 
Lanie Moore, Maggie Cox, Michael Tyler, Corinne Boyd, Faith Richardson, Allison 
Potter, Rachael Potter, Charles Ellison 

 †  

 †  
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NEWS & EVENTS

Today! Working Group #2 Q&A – Sunday, Feb. 5, 12:30 p.m., Room 101
We’re offering another Q&A session to discuss the recent work of Strategic Planning’s 
Working Group #2 on the changes to the Session and Elder structure. For more info 
about the changes, visit thirdrva.org/strategic-planning, or contact Ed Satterfield 
(eds@thirdrva.org).

February Term Begins This Week! Sundays in Feb., 10 a.m., Fellowship Hall
Each winter, we combine our Sunday School classes for a month to look at a topic 
together that has bearing on all of our lives. This year, we’ll be looking at the theme 
The Whole Gospel for the Whole World. Join us in the Fellowship Hall at 10:00 a.m. 
this Sunday for the first class. For more info, visit: thirdrva.org/february-term-2017. 

Makers Series: Translate — Friday, February 24, 7:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall
The next installment of the Makers Series explores how the visual, dramatic, and musical 
arts help us bridge the gaps between cultures, communities, and even between ourselves 
and our creator. Our makers are Karen Swenholt (sculptor), John Riad and Michael 
Goolsby (members of the Christian Arabic Church drama team), and Uday 
Balansundaram (musician). More info: thirdrva.org/events. 

Jobs For Life: Spring Class Kicks Off February 27
The Jobs for Life Training Program is a 12-week, relationship-centered jobs training 
program. Each student is teamed with a "champion" who will walk through the class and 
the months following as they journey from unemployment to employment, or from
underemployment to better employment. Our next class kicks off at the end of February 
and there’s a spot for everyone to help out. Visit thirdrva.org/jobsforlife for more info 
and to get involved. Contact Ginger James (gingerjames1@icloud.com; 647-5348). 

Beta Groups
If you are new to Third and want to meet some people and learn how to get involved, 
or if you would like to try a small group, please sign up for a Beta Group.  These small 
groups will meet for six weeks in late February/March timeframe. Sign up on the website 
at www.thirdrva.org/events or contact Beth Nichols at bethn@thirdrva.org.
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NEWS & EVENTS

Shiloh: Dessert and Fellowship – Thursday, February 23, 7:00 p.m.
Shiloh is a ministry at Third that provides support for those grieving the loss of their unborn 
child or longing for a child yet to be conceived. During this evening, we'll have time for 
sharing, dessert, and prayer together at Holly Roper’s home. To RSVP and learn more, 
contact Caroline Hutton: cmhutton6@gmail.com. 

Valentine Care Packages  
On February 14, the Women’s Ministry will assemble Valentine Care Packages for family 
members in the military and college students.  If you have someone that you would like to 
receive a Care Package, please email their name and address to Sterling Lloyd 
(sterlingl@thirdrva.org) before Tuesday, February 14. Questions? Contact Kyle Frayser: 
kylefrayser@icloud.com, 690-0963. 

Donations Needed for India Literacy Project
Bibles, Bible commentaries and dictionaries are needed (adult's and children's materials) 
for the India Literacy projects run by Inspire International.  A deposit box is outside the 
nursery in the main hall. 

TRANSLATE: Art as Mission Symposium — Saturday, February 25, 
9:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall
The Translate Symposium brings together 20 national and global practitioners, advo-
cates and theorists of the arts as front-line missions work, aiming to connect them with one 
another and invite local church and missions communities to learn about and support the 
“best practices” of their creative and evangelical work. The symposium will include many 
engaging talks, performances, and presentations throughout the day. To see a full 
schedule and learn more, visit: thirdrva.org/events. 

Opportunity to Serve a Missions Partner
Lyle and Diana Thomas, ministering in St. Petersburg, Russia, and their three children 
(pre-teen and teen) need housing in the Richmond area from late July through 
September 2017.  Also Lyle is in the process of translating a book and needs editorial 
assistance. Contact Lyle for questions and more information: lyle.thomas@crmleaders.org. 
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SUNDAY ADULT DISCIPLESHIP CLASSES

Join us this week for February Term!
Sundays in February, 10:00 - 11:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall 

Each winter, we take a month to get on the same page as a church. We combine our 
adult Sunday discipleship classes and study an issue together that has bearing on how we 
live our lives as Christ-followers – no matter what age or stage of life we find ourselves in. 
This year, we’ll be looking at the theme The Whole Gospel for the Whole World. 
Our goal is to help our church family grow in cultural intelligence so that we may better 
extend God's grace and shalom to our changing population. We hope to see you there! 

For more info, visit: thirdrva.org/february-term-2017 

We'll pick our regular Sunday School classes back up in March. 



STUDENT MINISTRY 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY - SUNDAY MORNING
DURING THE 10:00 A.M. SERVICE: 
All of our children’s Sunday morning discipleship classes take place during the 
10:00 a.m. worship hour. 

Visit thirdrva.org/family-ministry-sunday-morning or pick up a copy of the Winter 
2017 Brochure for Community, Discipleship and Mission for information 
on where the classes will be. 

DURING 8:45 AND 11:15 A.M. SERVICES: 
Childcare is available for all children aged Kindergarten and younger. First grade and 
above attend worship with their parents. 

A Wiggle Room is available if you prefer to have your child with you but he or she 
is a little too active or noisy to be in the service. You'll be able to watch the service via 
streaming. The room is located near the Student Ministry area in Room 132. 

Please let us know if we can help familiarize you with all that is available at Third for 
your children. Contact Kathy White (kathyw@thirdrva.org) or Tracie Meadows  
(traciem@thirdrva.org). 

Sunday morning student ministry 
Join us for food, solid teaching, and great people as we grow together in God’s word. 
 600 Forest Avenue, Student Ministry Area 
 10:00-11:00 a.m. for all students in 7th-12th grade. 

Sunday evening student ministry 
Join us from 7:00 – 8:30 p.m in the Fellowship Hall. 

Questions? Contact Rick (rickh@thirdrva.org) or Andrea (andreaw@thirdrva.org). 
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THIS WEEK AT THIRD

Sunday, February 5
8:45, 10:00, 11:15 a.m. Worship services – Sanctuary 
12:30 p.m. Praying for Our Nation – Room 101 
12:30 p.m. Q&A after 11:15 a.m. service – Fellowship Hall 
7:00 p.m. No Student Ministry tonight 
   
Tuesday, February 7
9:30 a.m. Women's Group, "Ruth" – Room 213
10:30 a.m. Missions Meeting – Upstairs Conference Room, 500 Forest Avenue 
11:45 a.m. Helping Hands – Room 217 
7:00 p.m. Muslim World missionary care and prayer groups – at Laurie Chalifoux' home, 
                 10801 Whitaker Woods Rd., Richmond, 23238, 740-1199

Wednesday, February 8
6:30 p.m. Refresh Women's group – Parlor  
6:30 - 7:30 p.m. Freedom Road: A Recovery Community – Kitchen, 500 Forest Avenue
6:45 p.m. Alleluia choir rehearsal – Sanctuary  
6:45 p.m. ESL/Arabic Tutoring – Various classrooms
6:45 p.m. Club 56 meeting – Basement
6:45 p.m. Children's Choir – Choir Room 

Thursday, February 9
7:00 p.m. Choir rehearsal – Choir Room 
7:00 p.m. Worship team rehearsal – Sanctuary  
7:00 p.m. Needle’s Eye Young Professionals Grp. – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue

Friday, February 10
1:00 p.m. Day by Dayers – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue
5:00 p.m. That Great Dance – Fellowship Hall
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A Covenant Order 
of Evangelical Presbyterians

Third Church 
804-282-4645  
500 Forest Ave.
Richmond, VA 23229
www.thirdrva.org 

LEARN MORE ABOUT THIRD
Welcome to Third! We’re so glad you’re here. We’d love to get to know you and for you to 
learn more about our community. We have a couple opportunities for you to connect with us 
and help you find out more about Third.
• Sign up for emails: thirdrva.org/signup 
• Pick up Third Press: Our monthly newsletter can be found around the church. 
• Follow us on Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram: @thirdrva
• Join us for our next Welcome Coffee: February 19, 10:00 a.m., Parlor 
  

SUNDAY MORNINGS AT THIRD
If you need help or have any questions at any point on a Sunday morning, look for 
individuals wearing carnations or yellow name badges. They’re here to help answer 
questions, find you seats, and guide you around our building.  


