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THE AUTHOR OF FAITH
Third Sunday in Lent 

“True faith removes every ground of confidence 
except confidence in God alone.”  

Karl Barth





Welcome! 
Bienvenido! 

We’re glad you’ve chosen to worship at Third! 
We look forward to meeting and getting to know you.

Third Church exists to spread the gospel and seek 
the Shalom of metro Richmond and the world through 

a movement of communities and congregations, 
welcoming people of all cultures to the glory of Jesus Christ. 



GATHERING                   
God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.

Prelude                                                                               “There is a Fountain” – Jeff Hummel                                                                     
                                                                                                                             (Raymond Haan)

Welcome and Announcements   

Preparation                                                                                                   

Leader:   The Lord is the great God above all the earth!
    Today, as you hear this voice,
    Do not harden your hearts.
All:         Amen. 

A period of silence is kept.                                                                                                                                 
         
       Call to Worship                                                                                 From Psalm 145 

                                                                                                     
      Opening Prayer  

       Hymns/Songs of Praise     “I Sing the Mighty Power of God” – #52 in the Hymnal                         
                                                                “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” – #77 in the Hymnal 
                                                                                                       (See music on following page.)

                             
 

 †

 The cross indicates standing, as you are able.  †

 †    
Leader: The Lord is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and rich in love.
All: The Lord is good to all; he has compassion on all he has made.
Leader: The Lord upholds all those who fall and lifts up all who are bowed down.
All: The Lord is faithful to all his promises and loving toward all he has 

made.

 †



CONFESSING 
God invites us to be honest with him about ourselves. 

Prayer of Confession                                                                       
    
All: Jesus Lord, in your mercy,

By your holy life that heals us,
By your holy death that saves us,
By your Holy Spirit with us,
Come to cleanse these sinners that we are.
Set us free to obey you;
Make us clear to stand before you;
Then, for your mercy, we will praise you. 
Amen.

Song of Confession                                                                                          “Have Mercy”                                   



 †

Words of Assurance and Comfort                                       From Psalm 103:8-13               
Leader:  The Lord is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in 

love.  He will not always accuse, nor will he harbor his anger forever; 
he does not treat us as our sins deserve or repay us according to our 
iniquities.  For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his 
love for those who fear him; as far as the east is from the west, so far has 
he removed our transgressions from us. As a father has compassion on 
his children, so the Lord has compassion on those who fear him.

All: Thanks be to God! 

Greeting of Peace 

 †



THANKSGIVING
We respond to God’s word.                                                                                                

Our Offerings
Pray for the Richmond Center for Christian Study, connecting with college students and others 
in the Richmond area to help them come to know Jesus Christ and grow in Him.

Musical Offering                                                     “Medley of the Cross” – Sanctuary Choir                                                                                       
8:45 and 11:15 a.m. services                                                                                      (Helvey) 

When I survey the wondrous cross on which the Prince of Glory died,
My richest gain I count but loss, and pour contempt on all my pride.

Jesus, keep me near the cross; there a precious fountain 
Free to all, a healing stream, flows from Calv’ry’s mountain.
In the cross, in the cross, be my glory ever;
Till my raptured soul shall find rest beyond the river.

Beneath the cross of Jesus I fain would take my stand,
The shadow of a mighty Rock within a weary land;
A home within the wilderness, a rest upon the way
From the burning of the noontide heat, and the burden of the day.

Musical Offering                                                                                                          “Restless” 
10:00 am service 

You dwell in the songs that we are singing, rising to the heavens
Rising to Your heart Your heart, our praises filling up the spaces.
In between our frailty and ev’rything You are, You are the Keeper of my heart. 

And I’m restless I’m restless, ‘Til I rest in You ‘til I rest in You
I am restless I’m restless, ‘Til I rest in You ‘til I rest in You, I want to rest in You.

Oh speak now for my soul is list’ning, say that You have saved me.
Whisper in the dark the dark, ‘Cause I know You’re more than my salvation.
Without You I am hopeless, tell me who You are, You are the Keeper of my heart. 

Still my heart hold me close, let me hear a still small voice.
Let it grow let it rise into a shout into a cry. 

Words and Music by Audrey Assad and Matt Maher
© 2010 River Oaks Music ; CCLI License # 706798



PROCLAIMING
God speaks to us through his word. 

Prayer of Illumination 

Scripture Reading                                                                                        Luke 7:1-10                                                                   

1 When Jesus had finished saying all this to the people who were listening, he entered 
Capernaum. 2 There a centurion’s servant, whom his master valued highly, was sick 
and about to die. 3 The centurion heard of Jesus and sent some elders of the Jews to 
him, asking him to come and heal his servant. 4 When they came to Jesus, they 
pleaded earnestly with him, “This man deserves to have you do this, 5 because he 
loves our nation and has built our synagogue.” 6 So Jesus went with them.

He was not far from the house when the centurion sent friends to say to him: “Lord, 
don’t trouble yourself, for I do not deserve to have you come under my roof. 7 That is 
why I did not even consider myself worthy to come to you. But say the word, and my 
servant will be healed. 8 For I myself am a man under authority, with soldiers under 
me. I tell this one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and that one, ‘Come,’ and he comes. I say to 
my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.”

9 When Jesus heard this, he was amazed at him, and turning to the crowd following 
him, he said, “I tell you, I have not found such great faith even in Israel.” 10 Then the 
men who had been sent returned to the house and found the servant well.

Leader:     This is the word of the Lord.
People:   Thanks be to God! 



Message:  

THE AUTHOR OF FAITH
+ Corey Widmer +

  
   

Notes:



RESPONDING
We respond to God’s word. 

Song of Response                                                                                    “Help My Unbelief”                                                                                
                                 (Words and Music by Audrey Assad)

The fullness of the Godhead knit with our humanity
flesh and bones sewn in the heart of God inseparably
I know, I know, and I believe You are the Lord
I know, I know, and I believe You are the Lord
Help my unbelief.

Strange and sweet collision of justice and mercy
Your burden is light and Your yoke is easy
I know, I know, and I believe You are the Lord
I know, I know, and I believe You are the Lord
Help my unbelief.

O happy fault that gained for me the chance to know You, Lord
To touch Your wounded side and know the joy of my reward
I know, I know, and I believe You are the Lord
I know, I know, and I believe You are the Lord
Help my unbelief.

My Lord and my God
My Lord and my God
I know, I know, and I believe
I know, I know, and I believe
Help my unbelief.
Help my unbelief.



Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer 

Leader: God our Father, anchor our faith in your grace and not our merit. Give us faith like 
the centurion’s to believe in your omnipotence and to trust that you will save us.  
Lead us to cry out to you for help rather than seeking to solve problems ourselves. 
Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer.
Leader: Lord Jesus, bless those among us who are business leaders in our city. Give them 

hearts of servants to care for their employees and colleagues. Let them pursue profit 
with honesty and equity, and may they serve the greater good of our community. 
Flourish the economic life of our metro region in such a way that the most 
vulnerable among us experience hope.
Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer. 
Leader: Holy Spirit, by your power Jesus healed those near and far, inside and out, by 

his word and his touch.  Deliver now all who suffer with pain, sickness, addiction, 
chronic disease, and mental illness.  Live and move in us, bringing your hope to a 
suffering world.  Grant us strength, courage and gentleness to walk quietly with one 
person this week in their suffering. 
Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer. 

And for what else should we pray?

Members of the congregation may add their own intercessions at this time, ending with
“Lord, in your mercy” and all responding, “Hear our prayer.” 

Now gathering our prayers into one, let us pray boldly as our Savior has taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory for ever. Amen. 



Prayer Needs

For Health
Dru Fitch, Charles Ellison, Susan Godfrey, Mark Koontz, Bill and Ann Nell Jackson, Nancy 
Cunningham, Joe and June Keller, Vickie O’Dell, Margaret Leith, Dabney Harvey, Eileen Raynor, 
Pam Padgett, Lou Hanscom, Carol Holt, Celeste Reynolds, Gretchen Gravely, Pam Rambo

For Comfort 
Deaths – Jim Olson (mother, 2/13), Steve Middleton (father, 2/6), Vi Gresham (1/18), Cecilia 
Elliott (father, 1/14), Cheryl Richardson (father, 12/28), Betty Cox (husband Joe, 12/16), John 
Dean (brother, 12/15), Libbie Davis (11/27), Jennifer deCerff (father, 11/24), David Morris 
(mother-in-law, 11/24), Mary Howard (11/18), Diane Atkinson (mother, 11/3)

For Metro Richmond
We pray for the coming of God’s Kingdom in metropolitan Richmond: for enhancement of our 
common life in Jesus’ name through the Holy Spirit, and for the resurrection of 
metropolitan Richmond as a modern metropolitan city of hope for the world. 

For Our Nation and the World – The Republic of Kazakhstan
The Republic of Kazakhstan is the world’s ninth-largest country in terms of area but has a 
population of only 15,753,460. Dominating Central Asia and trade routes between east and 
west, much of the country is semi-desert. The steppes of Kazakhstan are where horses were first 
domesticated around 3500 BC. Today this same area is where Russian cosmonauts land after 
space travel. Central Asia includes several “stan” countries (stan means “land of”). 

Kazakhstan and Kyrgystan have the largest Christian populations in Central Asia because of the 
holdover of Russian Orthodox believers. Christians face more pressure and persecution in the 
nations of Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan. More than 50% of Kazahks are Muslim 
although many are cultural Muslims. The fastest growing churches are Korean and charismatic 
congregations.

*Pray for the growing Protestant and evangelical churches that are reachingout to Muslims.

*Pray for believers to persevere in the face of growing harassment from authorities, from 
strident Muslims and from unbelieving family members. Life can be difficult, especially for 
converts outside the two main cities. Unconstitutional laws on registering churches are making 
the work of pastors increasingly difficult.

*Kazakhstan is becoming a sending nation, a distant dream only 15 years ago. Kazakhs 
(including ethnic minorities) are a strategic key to reaching Central Asia and the Muslim world. 
Pray for this very young mission movement to grow and spread.

*Pray for discipleship and teaching that are necessary for the Church to go to the next level. 
Only 26% of believers are men; certain cultural preconceptions need to be transformed by 
biblical teaching. Pray for orphans, especially girls, that they will be adopted, cared for and find 
training to secure jobs.



SENDING
God sends us into the world as his witnesses. 

Song of Commission                                                                             “In Christ Alone”                                            

In Christ alone my hope is found; He is my light, my strength, my song.
This Cornerstone, this solid ground, firm through the fiercest drought and storm.
What heights of love, what depths of peace, when fears are stilled, 
when strivings cease.
My Comforter, my All in All, here in the love of Christ I stand.

In Christ alone, who took on flesh, fullness of God in helpless babe.
This gift of love and righteousness, scorned by the ones He came to save.
‘Til on that cross, as Jesus died, the wrath of God was satisfied.
For every sin on Him was laid; here in the death of Christ I live.

There in the ground His body lay, light of the world by darkness slain.
Then, bursting forth in glorious day, up from the grave He rose again.
And as He stands in victory, sin’s curse has lost its grip on me.
For I am His and He is mine, bought with the precious blood of Christ.

No guilt in life, no fear in death:  this is the power of Christ in me.
From life’s first cry to final breath, Jesus commands my destiny.
No power of hell, no scheme of man can ever pluck me from His hand,
‘Til He returns or calls me home, here in the power of Christ I’ll stand.

       

 †  



  †    Commission                                                                           From Hebrews 12:2-3                                                          
Leader: Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the 

joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the 
right hand of the throne of God!

All: Let us consider him who endured such opposition from sinful men, 
so that we will not grow weary and lose heart!

 Benediction     

Postlude                                                                   “Trumpet Tune in C Major”– Jeff Hummel                                    
11:15 a.m. service                                                                                          (David Johnson)                         

SERVICE NOTES 
Lent is the 40-day season leading up to Good Friday and Easter in which we focus in a 
special way on the suffering of Jesus for our sin and brokenness. The piece on the table below 
the cross was created by church member and artist Debi Berg, and it represents our journey 
through Lent to Easter. The barren branch speaks of our need for fullness of life, and the nest 
harkens to hope beyond ourselves. Each week an element will be added to the piece as we 
move toward Easter.

Helping lead our worship this morning is Alan DeCerff, one of our international 
missionaries, and Beth Sprinkle, elder. 

Today we celebrate the birth of John Arnesen Cunningham Jenkins (Jack), son of Peyton 
and Becky Jenkins.  Jack was born on February 19. 

 †  



NEWS & EVENTS

Welcome Coffee: March 6, 9:45 - 11:00 a.m., in the Parlor
If you’re new to Third, come to this monthly gathering to meet a few people, learn about 
Third’s vision, and see what we believe and how to get involved. 

El Salvador Mission Trip Interest Meeting – Sunday, March 6, 10:00 a.m. and 
12:15 p.m.
Interested in learning more about the upcoming trip to El Salvador, taking place June 18-25? 
Come to a brief info meeting either at 10:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall, or 12:15 p.m. in 
Room 101. Questions? Contact Tom Barila at tomb@thirdrva.org. 

3rd Annual Easter Egg Hunt – Saturday, March 19, 11:00 a.m., Olmsted Farm
Families with children ages kindergarten and younger are invited to the Olmsted’s farm 
(1633 Devon Way, Manakin-Sabot) to search for eggs and hear the story of Jesus’ last week 
on earth. Bring a picnic lunch and stay for fellowship and fun. Please register online. 
Questions? Contact Kathy White (kathyw@thirdrva.org).

Communion Class – Sunday, March 20, 10:00 a.m., Fellowship Hall
Is your child ready to take communion?  Rick Hutton will talk to parents and their children 
about the meaning of communion and how to know when your child is ready.  This class is 
for parents and their children to attend together. Questions? Contact Tracie Meadows  
(traciem@thirdrva.org).



NEWS & EVENTS  

Easter Lilies – Available for Order
If you’d like to order an Easter lily to enhance worship on Easter Sunday, please contact 
Rebecca Hatton (rebeccah@thirdrva.org or 282-4645, ext. 101). Each plant will be $12 
and can be taken home after Easter worship. Please note whether your lily is in memory or 
honor of someone in particular. Deadline for orders: Friday, March 18.

Volunteer Opportunities with Karen Carr’s Ministry: Mobile Member Care Team
Interested in using your skills to serve missionaries as a volunteer with flexible hours? Through 
Karen Carr and her work with Mobile Member Care Team, you can serve using 
administrative, financial, IT, or personnel management skills. Contact Darlene Jerome
(dar@swissmail.org or visit www.mmct.org) for more information. 

Jobs for Life: Your help is needed! 
We’re kicking off our first class of Jobs for Life this March. Jobs for Life is a 12-week, biblically 
based and relationally-centered jobs training program. Help is needed in mentoring, 
teaching, and providing childcare and meals. See our table in the Commons for more info, 
or visit thirdrva.org/jobsforlife. 

Relationships in Peace Ministry
If you are experiencing a relationship impasse or need someone to walk beside you through
a difficult relational situation or conflict, please contact us.  We’re here to help. Visit 
www.thirdrva.org/partners/relationships-in-peace.  For assistance: RelationshipsInPeace.
thirdrva@gmail.com or call Margie Satterfield, (804) 819-0260.



2016 Summer Short-Term Mission Trips

Third Church is offering some unique opportunities to see how God is working around the 
world and building relationships with others of different cultures. We’ll be highlighting these 
different trips over the next couple weeks. 

Join us this year as we follow Jesus into the world to help change lives and be changed 
ourselves. Pray now to ask if God is calling you to serve in this way.

Port-au-Prince, Haiti 
A multi-generational team serving our mission partner Haiti Outreach Ministries with three 
projects: home construction, medical assistance and a vacation Bible school.  Children and 
adults, age 14 and up, are welcome. No skills needed for construction and Bible school, but 
medical professionals are needed.
Trip dates: July 16-23
Deadline: March 20
Estimated cost: $1570
Contact: Billy and Jen Martin, JenRMartin@outlook.com or (843) 364-0885

El Salvador 
A team to work alongside our El Salvador mission partner and staff serving the community 
through English language training, micro-business support, engagement at local schools, and 
ministry at an orphanage.  At the core of every ministry project is the goal of discipleship and 
sharing the love of God.  Basic Spanish skills are helpful, but not required. College age and 
up; limit 14 persons.
Trip dates:  June 18-25
Deadline: April 15
Estimated cost: $1755
Contact: Tom Barila, tomb@thirdrva.org or 282-4645 x117
Informational meeting: March 6, 10:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall and 12:15 p.m. in 
Room 101.  



SUNDAY ADULT DISCIPLESHIP
Sunday Morning Discipleship Fellowship Classes (10:00 –11:00 a.m.)
 
Today! Our concluding session. February Term – 10:00 a.m., Fellowship Hall 
Each winter, we take a month to combine our adult Sunday school classes and study a topic 
together during the 10 o’clock hour. Coffee and snacks available.  This year, we’ve  been 
looking at our core values, understanding what they tell us about who we are as a church 
and where we’re headed.  If you’ve missed a Sunday, the talks are posted: 
thirdrva.org/february-term-2016.
 
Starting next week! 
All of our on-going discipleship classes start back up next week.  Please make plans to join 
us. To learn more about our other discipleship and fellowship classes on Sunday mornings 
or Wednesday evenings, please visit our website or see the 2016 Winter and Spring class 
brochure (found throughout the church). Please contact Tom Barila (tomb@thirdrva.org) for 
questions or details.

STUDENT MINISTRY 
Sunday Morning Ministry: Join us each Sunday for food, great teaching, and great 
people as we grow together in God’s word. 
 600 Forest Ave., Student Ministry Area
 10:00 - 11:00 a.m. for all students in 7th-12th grade.

Sunday Evening Ministry: Be a part of games, music and teaching and amazing small 
group community each Sunday night. 
 600 Forest Ave., Fellowship Hall and Basement
 7:00-8:30 p.m. for all students in 7th-12th grade.



CHILDREN’S MINISTRY - SUNDAY MORNING
We welcome you to Third and want you to know that your children are precious to us!   
Our staff of both professional childcare workers and volunteers are here to serve your 
family in a safe, loving and Christ-centered environment.    

8:45 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. services - Childcare available for all children aged 
Kindergarten and younger. First grade and above attend worship with their parents.

10:00 a.m. service - Sunday School for children ages 2 and older. Nursery available for 
infants and toddlers. For details on all Sunday school class offerings, pick up the Winter and 
Spring class brochure found near the doors. 

A Wiggle Room is available if you prefer to have your child with you but he or she is a 
little too active or noisy to be in the service. The service is streamed into Room 124 which is 
located in the connecting hall across from the toddler Room 105.

Please let us know if we can help familiarize you with all that is available at Third 
for your children. Contact Kathy White (kathyw@thirdrva.org) or Tracie Meadows 
(traciem@thirdrva.org). 



THIS WEEK AT THIRD
Sunday, February 28
8:00 a.m. Prayer and Communion – Room 101 
8:45, 10:00, 11:15 a.m. Worship services – Sanctuary 
12:30 p.m. Nominating Committee meeting – Upsatirs Conference Room, 500 Forest Avenue 

Tuesday, March 1
9:15 a.m. Weekly group “The Armor of God” – Room 213
9:30 a.m. Weekly morning Mothers Together group – Fellowship Hall 

Wednesday, March 2
5:45 p.m. 5th and 6th grade monthly dinner – Fellowship Hall 
6:00 p.m. Handbell rehearsal – Choir Room 
6:30 p.m. Kids Jam and Music Fundamentals with chimes and bells – Room 201/Choir Room 
6:30 p.m. Refresh Women’s group meeting – Parlor 
6:30 p.m. Wednesday night activities – Various classrooms 
6:45 p.m. Alleluia choir rehearsal – Sanctuary  
7:30 p.m. Third Brass rehearsal – Sanctuary 

Thursday, March 3
7:00 p.m. Praise band rehearsal – Sanctuary 
7:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir rehearsal – Choir Room
7:00 p.m. Needle’s Eye Young Professionals Grp. – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue
 
Friday, March 4
9:00 a.m. Emotional Eating Group – Knox Room, 500 Forest Avenue
5:00 p.m. That Great Dance – Fellowship Hall 
6:30 p.m. Healing Prayer Rooms – Student Ministry Area 



 THIRD CHURCH 2016 OPERATING BUDGET

The 2016 budget for Third Church is presented with thanksgiving for the goodness and grace 
of our Lord who gives everything for us - his beloved children!  In gratitude for God’s grace 
and affection for His holy character, the hearts of the people of Third were moved to willingly 
and generously pledge their support for the ministry of this church in 2016.  This outpouring 
of generosity resulted in a 7% increase of the total pledge commitment dollars for 2016 over 
2015, and also a 10% increase in the average pledge amount. The session and staff of Third 
are immensely grateful for this generosity which enables the proper planning and stewardship 
of God’s resources to expand His ministry through Third. Copies of the budget are available 
from the church office. If you would like a copy, please contact Alan Ware at 
alanw@thirdrva.org or 282-4645, ext. 106. 

Based on these increases, and with careful and prayerful consideration, the session of Third 
Church approved the following budget. It represents an increase of 9% in giving over 2015 
and its achievement will be heavily dependent on God’s continued faithfulness and provision 
through unpledged giving. Spending contingencies have been identified should 
unanticipated factors adversely affect 2016 giving levels.

Please join us in offering prayers of thanksgiving to God for faithfully providing for this church 
for over 180 years and ask Him to continue to draw our hearts, and the hearts of all who join 
us in the coming year, ever closer to Him.

                                                             – Third Church Session 





A Covenant Order 
of Evangelical Presbyterians

804-282-4645  
500 Forest Ave.
Richmond, VA 23229
www.thirdrva.org 

LEARN MORE ABOUT THIRD

Welcome to Third! Visit www.thirdrva.org to learn more about the community and how you 
can connect. Worship preparation, sermon reflection notes, and sermon audio are posted 
weekly. You can also watch the sermon live on the “This Sunday” page. If you’d like to join a 
small group , find out how you can become a member ,   or find ways to serve,  please contact 
Beth Nichols at bethn@thirdrva.org. Also follow us on Facebook and Twitter for community 
updates. 

JOIN US FOR FELLOWSHIP! 
Our services are at 8:45 a.m.,10:00 a.m., and 11:15 a.m. on Sundays in the Sanctuary.  
Join us for a short time of communion and prayer every Sunday at 8:00 a.m. in Room 101. 
From 9:45-11:30 a.m. on Sunday mornings, stop by for a time of fellowship and 
refreshments, including Blanchard’s coffee, in the Fellowship Hall. 
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