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THE TEACHER OF LOVE
Second Sunday in Lent 

“To our most bitter opponents we say: We shall match your 
capacity to inflict suffering by our capacity to endure suffering. 

Do to us what you will and we shall continue to love you. 
Throw us in jail, bomb our homes, threaten our children, send 
your hooded perpetrators of violence into our communities 
and we shall still love you. And one day we will not only 

win our freedom, but we will win you in the process, 
                   and our victory will be a double victory.”   

Martin Luther King, Jr



Welcome! 
Bienvenido! 

We’re glad you’ve chosen to worship at Third! 
We look forward to meeting and getting to know you.

Third Church exists to spread the gospel and seek 
the Shalom of metro Richmond and the world through 

a movement of communities and congregations, 
welcoming people of all cultures to the glory of Jesus Christ. 



GATHERING                   
God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.

Prelude                                                             “Prelude and Fugue in E minor” – Jeff Hummel                                                                     
                                                                                                                                         (J.S. Bach)            
                 
Welcome and Announcements   

Preparation                                                                                                   

Leader:   May our souls take refuge 
    from the crowding turmoil of worldly thought, 
    and beneath the shadow of your wings, 
    find peace in you, O God. 
All:          Amen. 

A period of silence is kept.                                                                                                                                 

    
        Call to Worship                                                                                From Psalm 126

Leader:         When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, we were like those who dream.
All:               The Lord has done great things for us, and we are glad.
Leader:         Restore our fortunes, O Lord, like streams in the desert.
All:               Those who sow in tears will reap with shouts of joy!
   
                                                                                                     
      Opening Prayer  

       Hymns/Songs of Praise                                                    “This is Amazing Grace”
                                                                                                                                      “Doxology”
                                                                                                                                      “Psalm 126”
                                                                                                       (See music on following page.)

                             
 

 †

 The cross indicates standing, as you are able.  †

 †    

 †



THIS IS AMAZING GRACE





DOXOLOGY
Praise God from Whom all blessings flow,
Praise Him, all creatures here below.
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host,
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.

Let earth and heavenly saints proclaim.
The power and might of His great Name.
Let us exalt on bended knee,
Praise God, the Holy Trinity.

Praise to the King, His throne transcends.
His crown and Kingdom never end,
Now and throughout eternity.
I’ll praise the One Who died for me.

Amen.



PSALM 126 (ALTHOUGH WE ARE WEEPING) 



CONFESSING 
God invites us to be honest with him about ourselves. 

Prayer of Confession                                                                       
    
All: Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart and mind and strength; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.   
Create in us a clean heart, O God, 
and renew a right spirit within us.

Sung Confession                                                       “Man of Sorrows” – Sanctuary Choir
                                                                                                                                            (Larson)

Surely He has borne our griefs.  
Surely he has borne our sorrows.
He was wounded for us, and rejected for us.
The chastisement of our sin was placed on Him.

Surely He has borne our griefs.  
Surely he has borne our sorrows.
He was chosen for us; alone, He stands there for us.
The sins of all the world were placed on Him.

All we like sheep have gone astray, we’ve turned to our own way,
Yet by His stripes we have been healed.
Messiah, holy Lamb of God, Redeemer full of love,
Rejected Man of sorrows.

Surely He has borne our griefs.



 †

Assurance of Forgiveness                                                   
Leader: Hear the good news! Who is in a position to condemn?
All: Only Christ! 
Leader: And Christ died for us, Christ rose for us, 

Christ reigns in power for us, Christ prays for us. 
Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation. 
The old life has gone; the new life has begun! 
Know that you are forgiven, and be at peace.

All: Thanks be to God! 

Greeting of Peace 

 †



THANKSGIVING
We respond to God’s word.                                                                                                

Our Offerings
Pray for Lyle Thomas, and wife Diana, training leaders in St Petersburg, Russia, to plant 
churches and share the good news of Jesus Christ.

Musical Offering                                                                                                “Brother”                      

When I look into the face of my enemy,
I see my brother.
I see my brother.

Forgiveness is the garment
Of our courage.
The power to make the peace
We long to know.
Open up our eyes,
To see the wounds that bind
All of humankind.
May our shuttered hearts
Greet the dawn of life
With charity and love.

Words and Music: David Gungor, Ian Cron & John Arndt
© 2014 Brownie Hawkeye Music; CCLI License # 706798



PROCLAIMING
God speaks to us through his word. 

Prayer of Illumination 

Scripture Reading                                                                                     Luke 6:27-36                                                     

27 “But to you who are listening I say: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate 
you, 28 bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you. 29 If someone slaps 
you on one cheek, turn to them the other also. If someone takes your coat, do not 
withhold your shirt from them. 30 Give to everyone who asks you, and if anyone takes 
what belongs to you, do not demand it back. 31 Do to others as you would have them 
do to you.

32 “If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners love those 
who love them. 33 And if you do good to those who are good to you, what credit is 
that to you? Even sinners do that. 34 And if you lend to those from whom you expect 
repayment, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, expecting to be 
repaid in full. 35 But love your enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without 
expecting to get anything back. Then your reward will be great, and you will be 
children of the Most High, because he is kind to the ungrateful and wicked. 36 Be 
merciful, just as your Father is merciful.

Leader:     This is the word of the Lord.
People:   Thanks be to God! 



Message:  

The Teacher of Love
+ Richard Haney +

  
   

Notes:



RESPONDING
We respond to God’s word. 

Song of Response                     “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee” – #20 in the Hymnal                                                                   

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer 

Leader: Father, you are generous and gracious even to your enemies, letting your rain 
fall on the evil and the good. Fill us with your Spirit that we would live as 
instruments of your peace in our fragmented, divided world.
Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer.
Leader: Lord Jesus, your kingdom is among us. Shed your light upon the nations and 

banish the darkness of war and unrest, that the light of peace and justice might 
dawn.
Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer. 
Leader: Holy Spirit, we cry out to you for the Shalom of metro Richmond. Redeem us 

from the divisions, despair and discrimination of the past. Use us to help our 
city more faithfully reflect the peace and reconciliation of your Kingdom.
Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer. 

And for what else should we pray?

Members of the congregation may add their own intercessions at this time, ending with
“Lord, in your mercy” and all responding, “Hear our prayer.” 

Now gathering our prayers into one, let us pray boldly as our Savior has taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory for ever. Amen. 



Prayer Needs

For Health
Dru Fitch, Charles Ellison, Susan Godfrey, Mark Koontz, Bill and Ann Nell Jackson, Nancy 
Cunningham, Joe and June Keller, Vickie O’Dell, Margaret Leith, Dabney Harvey, Eileen 
Raynor, Pam Padgett, Lou Hanscom, Carol Holt, Celeste Reynolds, Gretchen Gravely, Pam 
Rambo

For Comfort 
Deaths – Steve Middleton (father, 2/6), Vi Gresham (1/18), Cecilia Elliott (father, 1/14), 
Cheryl Richardson (father, 12/28), Betty Cox (husband Joe, 12/16), John Dean (brother, 
12/15), Libbie Davis (11/27), Jennifer deCerff (father, 11/24), David Morris (mother-in-law, 
11/24), Mary Howard (11/18), Diane Atkinson (mother, 11/3)

For Metro Richmond
We pray for the coming of God’s Kingdom in metropolitan Richmond: for redemption of the 
divisions, prejudices, pettiness, despair and discrimination of the past. 

For Our Nation and the World – Brazil
With one of the largest evangelical populations in the world, Brazil ranks 2nd in the number 
of missionaries sent out.  However, the fastest growing religious affiliation is “non-religious”.

• Crime-filled slums called favelas are home to 1/3 of residents in Rio de Janeiro (pop. 
6.5 million) and Sao Paulo (pop. 40 million).  Brazil has 7 million child laborers and 
600,000 girls in prostitution.  Pray for effective Christian ministries to bring spiritual,      
social and economic change for the captives of poverty.

• Pray for wisdom for government officials and the medical community as they respond to 
the Zika virus outbreak.  Lift up the affected children, their families, pregnant women and 
research for a vaccine.

• Millions practice a mix of Spiritism, Catholicism, animism and witchcraft. Ask the Holy 
Spirit to free those in spiritual bondage and root them in Jesus and His church.

Missionary Prayer and Care groups meet monthly to pray for our mission partners in 
Europe, Asia and the Muslim world. Contact Carolyn Oakley (cdoakley1@gmail.com/
937-6564) to learn more. 



SENDING
God sends us into the world as his witnesses. 

Song of Commission                                     “I Then Shall Live” – #507 in the Hymnal                     

Commission                                                                                   From 1 John 4:7-12                                                         

Leader: Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who 
loves is born of God and knows God.

People: In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent 
his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.

All: Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one 
another.

Benediction     

Postlude                                                                                           “Psalm 19” – Jeff Hummel                                    
11:15 a.m. service                                                                                 (Benedetto Marcello)

SERVICE NOTES 
Lent is the 40 day season leading up to Good Friday and Easter in which we focus in a 
special way on the suffering of Jesus for our sin and brokenness. The piece on the table below 
the cross was created by church member and artist Debi Berg, and it represents our journey 
through Lent to Easter. The barren branch speaks of our need for fullness of life, and the nest 
harkens to hope beyond ourselves. Each week an element will be added to the piece as we 
move toward Easter.
       

 †  

 †  

 †  



NEWS & EVENTS

Makers Series: Catalyst – Friday, February 26, 6:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall
The fifth of our core values is that we foster a Catalytic Culture. Join us for the next installment 
of the Makers Series to explore how the written, visual, and musical arts catalyze change in 
the lives of individuals and communities. Doors open at 6:30 p.m.; program begins at 7 p.m. 

Film Screening: Many Beautiful Things - February 26, 10 a.m. at the Byrd Theatre
As part of our Makers Series this month, we’re hosting a screening of the film Many Beautiful 
Things at the Byrd. The director Laura Waters Hinson will be with us for the showing, and will 
conclude with a Q&A. Tickets ($8) can be bought online at thirdrva.org/registrations.

Welcome Coffee: March 6, 9:45 - 11:00 a.m., in the Parlor
If you’re new to Third, come to this monthly gathering to meet a few people, learn about 
Third’s vision, and see what we believe and how to get involved.  

Relationships in Peace Ministry
If you are experiencing a relationship impasse or need someone to walk beside you through
a difficult relational situation or conflict, please contact us.  We’re here to help. Visit 
www.thirdrva.org/partners/relationships-in-peace.  For assistance: RelationshipsInPeace.
thirdrva@gmail.com or call Margie Satterfield, (804) 819-0260.



NEWS & EVENTS  

Volunteer Opportunities with Karen Carr’s Ministry: Mobile Member Care Team
Interested in using your skills to serve missionaries as a volunteer with flexible hours? Through 
Karen Carr and her work with Mobile Member Care Team, you can serve using 
administrative, financial, IT, or personnel management skills. Contact Darlene Jerome
(dar@swissmail.org or visit www.mmct.org) for more information. 

Tutors Needed for Wednesday Nights! 
There are now 54 students who desire our tutoring help. Can you spare an hour on 
Wednesday evenings? For more information or to get involved, contact Andi Redmond 
(andi.redmond6@gmail.com). 

Jobs for Life: Your help is needed! 
We’re kicking off our first class of Jobs for Life this March. Jobs for Life is a 12-week, biblically 
based and relationally-centered jobs training program. Help is needed in mentoring, 
teaching, and providing childcare and meals. See our table in the Commons for more info, 
or visit thirdrva.org/jobsforlife. 

Volunteer with Crossover 
CrossOver Healthcare Ministry provides compassionate health care to those in need in 
the name of Jesus Christ. We are currently seeking dentists, RNs and LPNs, and Spanish 
interpreter volunteers.  If you could help meet one of these needs, please call or email 
CrossOver (422-2600/info@crossoverministry.org).  



SUNDAY ADULT DISCIPLESHIP
Sunday Morning Discipleship Fellowship Classes (10:00 –11:00 a.m.)
 
February Term – 10:00 a.m., Fellowship Hall
Each winter, we take a month to combine our adult Sunday school classes and study a 
topic together during the 10 o’clock hour. This year, we’ll be looking at our core values, 
understanding what they tell us about who we are as a church and where we’re headed. 
To learn more, visit thirdrva.org/february-term-2016.

To learn more about our other discipleship/fellowship classes on Sunday 
mornings or Wednesday evenings, please visit our website or see the 2016 Winter 
and Spring class brochure (found throughout the church) to read about all the study options, 
serving opportunities, and ways to be with your community. Please contact Tom Barila 
(tomb@thirdrva.org) for questions or details. 

STUDENT MINISTRY 
Sunday Morning Ministry: Join us each Sunday for food, great teaching, and great 
people as we grow together in God’s word. 
 600 Forest Ave., Student Ministry Area
 10:00 - 11:00 a.m. for all students in 7th-12th grade.

Sunday Evening Ministry: Be a part of games, music and teaching and amazing small 
group community each Sunday night. 
 600 Forest Ave., Fellowship Hall and Basement
 7:00-8:30 p.m. for all students in 7th-12th grade.



CHILDREN’S MINISTRY - SUNDAY MORNING
We welcome you to Third and want you to know that your children are precious to us!   
Our staff of both professional childcare workers and volunteers are here to serve your 
family in a safe, loving and Christ-centered environment.    

8:45 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. services - Childcare available for all children aged 
Kindergarten and younger. First grade and above attend worship with their parents.

10:00 a.m. service - Sunday School for children ages 2 and older. Nursery available for 
infants and toddlers. For details on all Sunday school class offerings, pick up the Winter and 
Spring class brochure found near the doors. 

A Wiggle Room is available if you prefer to have your child with you but he or she is a 
little too active or noisy to be in the service. The service is streamed into Room 124 which is 
located in the connecting hall across from the toddler Room 105.

Please let us know if we can help familiarize you with all that is available at Third 
for your children. Contact Kathy White (kathyw@thirdrva.org) or Tracie Meadows 
(traciem@thirdrva.org). 



2016 Summer Short-Term Mission Trips

Third Church is offering some unique opportunities to see how God is working around the 
world and build relationships with others of different cultures. We’ll be highlighting these 
different trips over the next couple weeks. 

Join us this year as we follow Jesus into the world to help change lives and be changed 
ourselves. Pray now to ask if God is calling you to serve in this way.

Port-au-Prince, Haiti 
A multi-generational team serving our mission partner Haiti Outreach Ministries with three 
projects: home construction, medical assistance and a vacation Bible school.  Children and 
adults, age 14 and up, are welcome. No skills needed for construction and Bible school, but 
medical professionals are needed.
Trip dates: July 16-23
Deadline: March 20
Estimated cost: $1570
Contact: Billy and Jen Martin, JenRMartin@outlook.com or (843) 364-0885
Informational meeting: Today in the Fellowship Hall at 10:00 a.m. and 12:15 p.m. in 
the Parlor. 

El Salvador 
A team to work alongside our El Salvador mission partner and staff serving the community 
through English language training, micro-business support, engagement at local schools, and 
ministry at an orphanage.  At the core of every ministry project is the goal of discipleship and 
sharing the love of God.  Basic Spanish skills are helpful, but not required. College age and 
up; limit 14 persons.
Trip dates:  June 18-25
Deadline: April 15
Estimated cost: $1755
Contact: Tom Barila, tomb@thirdrva.org or 282-4645 x117
Informational meeting: March 6, 10:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall and 12:15 p.m. in 
Room 101.  

Thinking about going to Israel with Third in the coming year or two? Join our 
orientation meetings for the group going in 2016 to get a sense for what the trips are like. 
We’ll meet weekly on Sundays through March 6 from 8:30 - 9:30 a.m. in the 
Conference Room at 500 Forest Ave. 



THIS WEEK AT THIRD
Sunday, February 21
8:00 a.m. Prayer and Communion – Room 101 
8:45, 10:00, 11:15 a.m. Worship services – Sanctuary 
9:45 a.m. Welcome Coffee – Parlor 
10:00 a.m. (Fellowship Hall) and 12:20 p.m. (Parlor) – Haiti Informational meeting 

Monday, February 22
7:00 p.m.  Asia Prayer and Care Group - led by Bob Metcalf and meets at Dave and Judy Skove’s    
                   home, 10809 N. Bank Road, Richmond, 23238, 741-5441
8:00 p.m. Christian Arabic Church ministry outreach with students – Kitchen, 500 Forest Avenue 

Tuesday, February 23
9:00 a.m. Kingdom Knitters – Parlor 
9:15 a.m. Weekly group “The Armor of God” – Room 213
9:30 a.m. Weekly morning Mothers Together group – Fellowship Hall 
6:20 p.m. Session dinner – Kitchen, 500 Forest Avenue 
7:00 p.m. Session meeting – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue

Wednesday, February 24
6:00 p.m. SMILE monthly meeting – Room 101 
6:00 p.m. Handbell rehearsal – Choir Room 
6:30 p.m. Kids Jam and Music Fundamentals with chimes and bells – Room 201/Choir Room 
6:30 p.m. Wednesday night activities – Various classrooms 
6:45 p.m. Alleluia choir rehearsal – Sanctuary  
7:30 p.m. Third Brass rehearsal – Sanctuary 

Thursday, February 25
7:00 p.m. Praise band rehearsal – Sanctuary 
7:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir rehearsal – Choir Room
7:00 p.m. Needle’s Eye Young Professionals Grp. – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue
 
Friday, February 26
9:00 a.m. Emotional Eating Group – Knox Room, 500 Forest Avenue
6:30 p.m. Makers Series – Fellowship Hall 

Saturday, February 27
9:00 a.m. Elders and Deacons training – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue
7:00 p.m. Urban Doxology Concert – Fellowship Hall



A Covenant Order 
of Evangelical Presbyterians

804-282-4645  
500 Forest Ave.
Richmond, VA 23229
www.thirdrva.org 

LEARN MORE ABOUT THIRD

Welcome to Third! Visit www.thirdrva.org to learn more about the community and how you 
can connect. Worship preparation, sermon reflection notes, and sermon audio are posted 
weekly. You can also watch the sermon live on the “This Sunday” page. If you’d like to join a 
small group , find out how you can become a member ,   or find ways to serve,  please contact 
Beth Nichols at bethn@thirdrva.org. Also follow us on Facebook and Twitter for community 
updates. 

JOIN US FOR FELLOWSHIP! 
Our services are at 8:45 a.m.,10:00 a.m., and 11:15 a.m. on Sundays in the Sanctuary.  
Join us for a short time of communion and prayer every Sunday at 8:00 a.m. in Room 101. 
From 9:45-11:30 a.m. on Sunday mornings, stop by for a time of fellowship and 
refreshments, including Blanchard’s coffee, in the Fellowship Hall. 
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Hall
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Playground

Classrooms
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& Downstairs)

Worship
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Rm 101
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