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 THE REJECTED ARE RESTORED
Seventh Sunday of Epiphany

“We deeply long for connection, to be seen and known for who we 
are without rejection. But we are terrified of the vulnerability that is 

required for that very contact. And shame is the variable that 
mediates that fear of rejection in the face of vulnerability. But in the 

Trinity we see something that we must pay attention to: God does not 
leave. The loving relationship shared between Father, Son and Spirit is 
the ground on which all other models of life and creativity rest. In this 

relationship of constant self-giving, vulnerable and 
joyful love, shame has no oxygen to breathe.” 

Curt Thompson



Welcome! 
Bienvenido! 

We’re glad you’ve chosen to worship at Third! 
We look forward to meeting and getting to know you.

Third Church exists to spread the gospel and seek 
the Shalom of metro Richmond and the world through 

a movement of communities and congregations, 
welcoming people of all cultures to the glory of Jesus Christ. 



Epiphany Sanctuary Decorations 

As followers of Jesus, we use the Christian calendar to help us “keep time” with the 
historic and ongoing rhythms of God's story. After six weeks preparing for and 
celebrating the birth of Jesus comes the season of Epiphany. From January to early 
March, we remember Jesus’ earthly life and mission to bring God’s kingdom to the whole 
world, reclaiming and renewing all things.  Jesus’ life among the people of Israel reveals 
the very nature of God. In each aspect of his identity and calling we also see glimpses of 
the life God wants to re-make in all of us.

Our Sanctuary decorations reflect that theme of revelation, as well, so added to the 
white of Christmas (and Easter) are touches of many other colors: rich yellow and gold 
for the gifts of the sojourning Wise Men, signaling that Jesus came to claim people of 
every nation as his own; fiery red for the Holy Spirit that rested upon Christ to inaugurate 
his ministry; heavenly blue for the tassels of the rabbinical robe that mark Jesus as our 
great teacher and High Priest; royal purple and pink for Jesus our King; vibrant green for 
new life and the role Jesus affirmed for ordinary people (the church) in the great mission 
of God; and common brown to remind us that Jesus faced hardship and rejection even 
before his final experience of betrayal and crucifixion in Jerusalem.

The many colors of Epiphany represent the whole, complex kingdom-life that Christ brings 
into the world and invites us to share. In this season we ask God to open our eyes to see 
him more and more in the light of Jesus.
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GATHERING                   
God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
Prelude                                                       Ron Klipp  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
Welcome and Announcements  

Preparation for Worship                                                                                               
Leader:    May our souls take refuge  
     from the crowding turmoil of worldly thought, 
     and beneath the shadow of your wings 
     find rest in you, O God. 
People:  Amen.  

Let’s quiet our hearts in silent preparation for worship.

Choral Introit                                  "Tell the Story of Jesus"              Children's Choir and 
11:15 a.m. service                                                                                      Sanctuary Choir  
An introit ushers us into our liturgy.                               (See text on page 5) 

   Call to Worship                                                                     From Psalm 47:1-2, 5-6 

Leader: Clap your hands, all peoples!
Shout to God with loud songs of joy!

People: For the Lord, the Most High, is to be feared,
A great King over all the earth.

Leader: God has gone up with a shout,
the Lord with the sound of a trumpet.

People: Sing praises to God, sing praises!
Sing praises to our King, sing praises!
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 The cross indicates standing, as you are able.  †

 †    



Choral Introit                        "Tell the Story of Jesus" (I Love to Tell the Story)
11:15 a.m. service                                             (Larson)

Tell the story of Jesus, how he came to forgive and save us.
Tell the wonderful story of Jesus and his love.

I love to tell the story of unseen things above,
Of Jesus and his glory, of Jesus and his love.
I love to tell the story, because I know 'tis true;
It satisfies my longings as nothing else can do.

I love to tell the story, 'twill be my theme in glory,
To tell the old, old story of Jesus and his love.

Tell the story of Jesus, how he came to forgive and save us.
Tell the wonderful story of Jesus and his love.

I love to tell the story, for those who know it best
Seem hungering and thirsting to hear it like the rest.
And when, in scenes of glory, I sing the new, new song,
'Twill be the old, old story that I have loved so long.

I love to tell the story, 'twill be my theme in glory,
To tell the old, old story of Jesus and his love.

Tell the story of Jesus, how he came to forgive and save us.
Tell the wonderful story of Jesus and his love.
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Prayer of Adoration 

    Songs of Praise            "Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing"   #45 in the Hymnal    
                                                       "Hail to the Lord's Anointed"

                (See music on following pages) 

 †    
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COME, THOU FOUNT OF EVERY BLESSING

Come, thou Fount of every blessing, 
Tune my heart to sing thy grace;
Streams of mercy, never ceasing, 
Call for songs of loudest praise.
Teach me some melodious sonnet, 
Sung by flaming tongues above;
Praise his name – I’m fixed upon it, 
Name of God’s redeeming love.

Here I raise my Ebenezer, 
Hither by thy help I’ve come;
And I hope, by thy good pleasure, 
Safely to arrive at home.
Jesus sought me when a stranger, 
Wandering from the fold of God;
He, to rescue me from danger,
Bought me with his precious blood.

O to grace how great a debtor 
Daily I’m constrained to be!
Let thy goodness, like a fetter,
Bind my wandering heart to thee:
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, 
Prone to leave the God I love;
Here’s my heart, O, take and seal it; 
Seal it for thy courts above.



HAIL TO THE LORD'S ANOINTED 
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CONFESSING 
God invites us to be honest with him about ourselves. 

Song of Confession                           "Create in Me a Clean Heart, O God"  
                         (Adapted from Psalm 139)

    

Leader:   Lord, you have searched and know me well,
    Perceiving my thoughts from afar.
    You know of my words before they’re spoken.
    Nothing is hidden; all-knowing you are.  [All sing refrain]

Leader:   Precious to me are your thoughts, O Lord;
    Vast is the sum of your ways.
    Who can behold or comprehend you?
    You are forever, the Ancient of Days.  [All sing refrain] 
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Leader:   Where can I go from your Spirit, O Lord?
     Where can I flee from your presence, O God?
     If I take to the sky or the depths of the sea,
     You are there, holding me.

Interlude

Leader:    Lord, by your hand I am fearfully, wonderfully made.

All Sing 

[All sing refrain]

Create in me a clean heart, O God.
Create in me a clean heart, O God. 

All: (spoken) 
       "Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious 
        thoughts. See if there is any offensive way in me, and lead me in the 
        way everlasting."
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Silent Confession  

    Words of Comfort  

    Greeting of Peace 

 †          
Leader: What can wash away our sins?

People: Nothing but the blood of Jesus.

Leader: We are brothers and sisters through his blood.

People: We have died together, we will rise together, we will live together.

       Please stand. 

Leader: He himself is our peace, 
who has reconciled us to God through the cross
and put to death our hostility.
The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.

People: And also with you!

 †    

11

 †    



THANKSGIVING  

Our Offerings
Pray for Tim and wife Kim, sharing the gospel and church planting among those who 
have not heard the good news of Jesus in Uzbekistan, most of whom have Muslim 
backgrounds.

Offertory - Mission Partner Interview                                                      

   Doxology 
    Please stand as we sing to the Lord. 

        Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
        Praise him, all creatures here below; 
        Praise him above, ye heavenly host: 
        Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.  
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PROCLAIMING
God speaks to us through his word.          

Prayer of Illumination 

Scripture Reading                                                                                    Luke 17:11-19                   

11 Now on his way to Jerusalem, Jesus traveled along the border between Samaria 
and Galilee. 12 As he was going into a village, ten men who had leprosy met him. 
They stood at a distance 13 and called out in a loud voice, “Jesus, Master, have pity 
on us!”

14 When he saw them, he said, “Go, show yourselves to the priests.” And as they 
went, they were cleansed.

15 One of them, when he saw he was healed, came back, praising God in a loud 
voice. 16 He threw himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked him—and he was a Samaritan.

17 Jesus asked, “Were not all ten cleansed? Where are the other nine? 18 Has no 
one returned to give praise to God except this foreigner?” 19 Then he said to him, 
“Rise and go; your faith has made you well.”

          
Leader:     This is the word of the Lord.
People:   Thanks be to God! 
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Message: 
The Rejected Are Restored   

+ Corey Widmer +
  

Notes:

________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
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________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
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RESPONDING
We respond to God’s word.                                                                                                

Prayers of the People                                 



Prayer Needs

For Health
Julie Walden, Kaye Phillips, Dean Dennis, Katherine Crocker, Amy Boyd, Loma Shafer, Jack 
Schilthuis, Allen Lawrence, Jerry Ramsey, Betty Cox, Charles Ellison, Dru Fitch, Mark Koontz, 
Margaret Leith, Dabney Harvey, Lou Hanscom, Carol Holt

For Comfort 
Deaths – Kyle Tobias (2/5), Listwella Donaldson (brother, 1/27), Elizabeth Cole (sister, 
1/16), Gloria Price (brother, 12/31), Mary Caudill (grandson, 12/2016), Lynn Hardwicke 
(husband, Warren, 12/18), Jonathan Shouse (mother, 12/17), Joseph Hall (wife, Perrin 
Thompson Hall, 11/25), Bob Horne, Camille Foster and Emily Henley (mother and 
grandmother, 11/21), Art Wood (mother, 11/19), Elizabeth Barila (mother, 11/7) 

For Metro Richmond 
We pray for the coming of God's kingdom in metropolitan Richmond: for redemption of 
the divisions, prejudices, pettiness, despair and discrimination of the past. 

Missionary Prayer and Care groups meet monthly to pray for our mission partners in 
Europe, Asia and the Muslim world. Contact Carolyn Oakley (cdoakley1@gmail.com/
937-6564) to learn more.  

16



SENDING
God sends us into the world as his witnesses. 

  Song of Commission                "I'm Gonna Live So Good Can Use Me" 

I'm gonna live so God can use me 
Anywhere, Lord, any time!
I'm gonna live so God can use me anywhere, 
Lord, any time!

I'm gonna work so God can use me 
Anywhere, Lord, any time!
I'm gonna work so God can use me anywhere, 
Lord, any time!

I'm gonna pray so God can use me 
Anywhere, Lord, any time! 
I'm gonna pray so God can use me anywhere, 
Lord, any time!

I'm gonna sing so God can use me 
Anywhere, Lord, any time! 
I'm gonna sing so God can use me anywhere, 
Lord, any time! 

 †  
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Commission                                                                                           Jude 1:24-25                                                                                                        
Leader:

People:

To him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you 
before his glorious presence without fault and with great joy— 
To the only God our Savior be glory, majesty, power and 
authority, through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages, 
now and forevermore! Amen.

Benediction                                                         

Postlude                                                                                                       Ron Klipp 
11:15 a.m. service                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                       
                                                                                                                                          
If you would like prayer for any reason, two elders are available at the front of the Sanctuary 
(by the lectern) after each service. We invite you to come forward for any prayer needs you 
may have.

SERVICE NOTES 
Today's flowers are given in honor of our visiting mission partners Tim and Kim. 
They share the gospel and church planting among those who have not heard 
the good news of Jesus in Uzbekistan, most of whom have Muslim backgrounds.
 

 †   

 †  
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NEWS & EVENTS

Congregational Meeting – Sunday, February 26, 12:30 p.m., Sanctuary 
The Session has called a congregational meeting for Sunday, February 26 at 12:30 p.m. 
in the Sanctuary for the purpose of approving proposed amendments to Third's by-laws 
and to hear an update on the strategic planning process. 

Two New Classes Starting in March! 
Our Real Sex class kicks off March 8 on Wednesday evenings, and will be taught by 
Corey Widmer and Charles Teixeira. They’ll look at God’s design for sex and why it 
matters. L.J. Jaworski, our mission pastor, will be leading a February Term follow-up class 
on Sunday mornings on cultural intelligence and how we can better love our neighbors. 
Look to page 21 for more information on both of these classes.  

Monthly Men’s Dinner – Tuesday, March 7, 6:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 
Join us for dinner (Abe Lincoln’s famous baked spaghetti!), a panel discussion, and the 
opportunity to meet the other men at Third. Percy Strickland will speak on the biblical 
support for covenant friendships and the daily practices that make this kind of 
counter-cultural friendship possible. Register ($5): thirdrva.org/events. Questions? 
Contact Tom Barila: tomb@thirdrva.org. 

Ash Wednesday Dinner and Service – Wednesday, March 1
We’ll eat dinner together in the Fellowship Hall at 5:45 p.m., and then gather in the 
Sanctuary at 7:00 p.m. for our service. Our service will include an extended prayer 
time using the songs of Taize. For more information, and to RSVP for dinner (seats are 
limited!), visit: thirdrva.org/events. 

Jobs for Life: Spring Class Kicks Off February 27
Jobs for Life is a 12-week, relationship-centered jobs training program. Each student is 
teamed with a "champion" who will walk through the class and the months following as 
they journey from unemployment or underemployment to better employment. Our next 
class starts soon and there’s a spot for everyone to help out. Visit thirdrva.org/jobsforlife 
for more info and to get involved. Contact Ginger James (gingerjames1@icloud.com; 
647-5348). 

Donations Needed for India Literacy Project 
Bibles, Bible commentaries and dictionaries are needed (adults' and children's materials) 
for the India Literacy projects run by Inspire International.  A deposit box is outside of the 
nursery in the main hall. 
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NEWS & EVENTS

Beta Groups – 6-Week Small Groups Forming Now!
If you are new to Third and want to meet some people and learn how to get involved, or 
if you would just like to try a small group, please sign up for a Beta Group. These small 
groups will meet for six weeks in late February/March timeframe. Sign up on the website 
at www.thirdrva.org/registrations or contact Beth Nichols at bethn@thirdrva.org.

Shiloh: Dessert and Fellowship – Thursday, February 23, 7:00 p.m.
Shiloh is a ministry at Third that provides support for those grieving the loss of their unborn 
child or longing for a child yet to be conceived. During this evening, we'll have time for 
sharing, dessert, and prayer together at Holly Roper’s home. To RSVP and learn more, 
contact Caroline Hutton: cmhutton6@gmail.com. 

Makers Series: Translate — Friday, February 24, 7:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall
The next installment of the Makers Series explores how the visual, dramatic, and musical 
arts help us bridge the gaps between cultures, communities, and even between ourselves 
and our Creator. Our makers are Karen Swenholt (sculptor), John Riad and Michael 
Goolsby (members of the Christian Arabic Church drama team), and Uday 
Balansundaram (musician). More info: thirdrva.org/events. 

TRANSLATE: Art as Mission Symposium — Saturday, February 25, 
9:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall
The Translate Symposium brings together 20 national and global practitioners, 
advocates and theorists of the arts as front-line missions work, aiming to connect them 
with one another and invite local church and missions communities to learn about and 
support the “best practices” of their creative and evangelical work. The symposium will 
include many engaging talks, performances, and presentations throughout the day. To 
see a full schedule and learn more, visit: thirdrva.org/events. 

Summer Mission Trip Teaching English in China – July 5 - 23, 2017
Are you a teacher, interested in China this summer? Appletree’s Superhero Day Camp 
(www.appletree-bj.com) near Beijing invites 15 experienced teachers to lead their day 
camp, teaching English to children 3-14. Contact Kate Strickland (k8strickland@gmail.
com) or Debbie Teague (dhteague@verizon.net, 804-385-2606) for more info.

Elijah House Academy Career Fair – Thursday, March 30, 12:00-2:00 p.m. 
RVA’s children at Elijah House Academy need YOU at their Career Fair! Are you willing 
to share about your job and how you got there? You will have your own station to answer 
questions, build soft business skills, and increase vision for Richmond’s teenagers. To 
volunteer, or for questions, contact Andrea:  517-5876, acassano@pharmfusion.com.
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SUNDAY ADULT DISCIPLESHIP CLASSES
Join us this week for February Term!
Sundays in February, 10:00 - 11:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall 

Each winter, we combine our adult Sunday discipleship classes and study an issue 
together that has bearing on how we live our lives as Christ-followers – no matter what 
age or stage of life we find ourselves in. This year, we’re looking at the theme The Whole 
Gospel for the Whole World, and hope to help our church family grow in cultural 
intelligence so that we may better extend God's grace and shalom to our changing 
population. We hope to see you there! 

For more info, visit: thirdrva.org/february-term-2017 

New classes starting in March! 

LOVING OUR NEIGHBOR: A 4-week class on understanding and reaching 
out to our neighbors
Sunday mornings in March, 10:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall

We will study four of the major people groups that are resettling in Richmond, and talk 
about the resettlement process using case studies to actually see how the process works. 
This class, led by our mission pastor L.J. Jaworski, will help you better understand where 
your neighbors come from, their culture, as well as ways in which you can begin to make 
friends and engage them in dialogue about Christ. Join us!

REAL SEX: God’s Design for Sex and Why It Matters
A 5-week series, Wednesday nights, March 8 - April 5
6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m., First floor conference room, 500 Forest Avenue

This 5-week class on Wednesday evenings this spring will be co-taught by Corey Widmer 
and Charles Teixeira (Pastoral Intern, Third Church and X3Leader, XXXChurch). The series 
will present God’s original intention for sex in a generation whose sexual expression 
largely disregards any religious influence. The course will pay particular attention to areas 
of hurts and struggles in need of pastoral care and guidance: pornography, pre-marital 
sex, homosexuality, transgenderism, masturbation, sex and singleness, and sex in 
marriage. The class will be a frank discussion of the issues with opportunities for open 
conversation. The event will be for adults (18 or older) and childcare is available for 4th 
grade and younger (by designating on registration).

Let us know you’re coming: thirdrva.org/events. 



STUDENT MINISTRY 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY - SUNDAY MORNING
DURING THE 10:00 A.M. SERVICE: 
All of our children’s Sunday morning discipleship classes take place during the 
10:00 a.m. worship hour. 

Visit thirdrva.org/family-ministry-sunday-morning or pick up a copy of the Winter 
2017 Brochure for Community, Discipleship and Mission for information 
on where the classes will be. 

DURING 8:45 AND 11:15 A.M. SERVICES: 
Childcare is available for all children aged Kindergarten and younger. First grade and 
above attend worship with their parents. 

A Wiggle Room is available if you prefer to have your child with you but he or she 
is a little too active or noisy to be in the service. You'll be able to watch the service via 
streaming. The room is located near the Student Ministry area in Room 132. 

Please let us know if we can help familiarize you with all that is available at Third for 
your children. Contact Kathy White (kathyw@thirdrva.org) or Tracie Meadows  
(traciem@thirdrva.org). 

Student Ministry Fundraiser: Eat at Pie Five (at Willow Lawn) on Sundays from now 
through June, mention you're with Third, and they'll donate 10% of proceeds to our high 
school summer mission trip!

Sunday morning student ministry 
Join us for food, solid teaching, and great people as we grow together in God’s word. 
 600 Forest Avenue, Student Ministry Area 
 10:00-11:00 a.m. for all students in 7th-12th grade. 

Sunday evening student ministry 
Join us from 7:00 – 8:30 p.m in the Fellowship Hall. 

Questions? Contact Rick (rickh@thirdrva.org) or Andrea (andreaw@thirdrva.org). 
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THIS WEEK AT THIRD

Sunday, February 19
8:45, 10:00, 11:15 a.m. Worship services – Sanctuary 
9:30 a.m. Welcome Coffee – Parlor 

Monday, February 20
7:00 p.m. Kingdom Knitters – Parlor 
7:00 p.m. Muslim World missionary prayer and care group – meets at Laurie Chalifoux'  
                  home,10801 Whitaker Woods Rd., Richmond, 23238   

Tuesday, February 21 
9:30 a.m. Women's Group, "Ruth" – Room 213
9:30 a.m. Women's Coffee and Conversation – Parlor  
6:30 p.m. Dinner study group with Nan Clarke – Kitchen, 500 Forest Avenue 
7:00 p.m. Deacons meeting – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue

Wednesday, February 22
6:30 - 7:30 p.m. Freedom Road: A Recovery Community – Kitchen, 500 Forest Avenue
6:45 p.m. ESL/Arabic Tutoring – Various classrooms
6:45 p.m. Club 56 meeting – Basement
6:45 p.m. Children's Choir – Choir Room 

Thursday, February 23
7:00 p.m. Choir rehearsal – Choir Room 
7:00 p.m. Worship team rehearsal – Sanctuary  
7:00 p.m. Needle’s Eye Young Professionals Grp. – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue

Friday, February 24
7:00 p.m. Makers Series: Translate — Fellowship Hall

Saturday, February 25
9:00 a.m. Makers Series Translate: Art as Mission Symposium — Fellowship Hall
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A Covenant Order 
of Evangelical Presbyterians

Third Church 
804-282-4645  
500 Forest Ave.
Richmond, VA 23229
www.thirdrva.org 

LEARN MORE ABOUT THIRD
Welcome to Third! We’re so glad you’re here. We’d love to get to know you and for you to 
learn more about our community. We have a couple opportunities for you to connect with us 
and help you find out more about Third.
• Sign up for emails: thirdrva.org/signup 
• Pick up Third Press: Our monthly newsletter can be found around the church. 
• Follow us on Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram: @thirdrva
• Today! Welcome Coffee: 10:00 a.m., Parlor. Start here to learn more about Third!   

SUNDAY MORNINGS AT THIRD
If you need help or have any questions at any point on a Sunday morning, look for 
individuals wearing carnations or yellow name badges. They’re here to help answer 
questions, find you seats, and guide you around our building.  


