
Sunday | February 14, 2016

THE LORD OF THE SABBATH
First Sunday in Lent 

 “To keep Sabbath is to exercise one’s freedom, to declare 
oneself to be neither a tool to be employed–an employee– 

nor a beast to be burdened. To keep Sabbath is also to 
remember one’s freedom and to recall the One from whom 

that freedom came, the One from whom it still comes.” 
Dorothy Bass
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Welcome! 
Bienvenido! 

We’re glad you’ve chosen to worship at Third! 
We look forward to meeting and getting to know you.

Third Church exists to spread the gospel and seek 
the Shalom of metro Richmond and the world through 

a movement of communities and congregations, 
welcoming people of all cultures to the glory of Jesus Christ. 
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GATHERING                   
God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.

Prelude                                                                                                                          Ron Klipp                                                                     
                                                                                                                                   
                 
Welcome and Announcements   

Preparation                                                                                                    Psalm 46:10

Leader:   Be still, and know that I am God. 
    I will be exalted among the nations,
    I will be exalted in the earth.

A period of silence is kept.                                                                                                                                 

    
        Call to Worship                                                                   From Matthew 11:28-30

Leader:   Jesus said, “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give 
               you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble 
               in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my 
               burden is light.”    
Everyone:  Come, Lord Jesus, and grant us your rest.    
                                                                                                      
      Opening Prayer  

       Hymns/Songs of Praise                                   “Come Away from Rush and Hurry”
                                                                                                                      “By Thy Mercy”
                                                                                                       (See music on following page.)

                             
 

 †

 The cross indicates standing, as you are able.  †

 †    
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Song          “Come Away from Rush and Hurry”
              (Lyrics by Marva J. Dawn)

 
Come away from rush and hurry
to the stillness of God’s peace;
From our vain ambition’s worry,
come to Christ and find release.
Come away from noise and clamor,
life’s demands and frenzied pace;
Come to join the people gathered
here to seek and find God’s face.
 
In the pastures of God’s goodness
we lie down to rest our soul.
From the waters of His mercy
we drink deeply, are made whole.
At the table of His presence
all His saints are richly fed.
With the oil of His anointing
into service we are led.
 
Come, then, children, with your burdens–
life’s confusions, fears, and pain.
Leave them at the cross of Jesus;
take instead His kingdom’s reign.
Bring your thirsts, for He will quench them–
He alone will satisfy.
All our longings find attainment
when to self we gladly die.
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BY THY MERCY



CONFESSING 
God invites us to be honest with him about ourselves. 

Prayer of Confession                                                                      From Madeleine L’Engle
    
Everyone: Temper my intemperance, Lord,

O hallowed, O adored, 
my heart’s creator, mighty, wild, 
temper thy untempered child. 
Blaze my eye and blast my ear, 
Let me never fear to fear, 
nor forget what I have heard, 
even your voice, my Lord. 
Even your Word. 

Silent Confession 

Words of Assurance and Forgiveness                 From 1 Timothy 1:15 and 1 Peter 2:24
Leader: This is a trustworthy statement that deserves full acceptance, 

that Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners. 
He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, 
so that we, free from sin, might live for righteousness; 
by his wounds we have been healed. 

Everyone: Thanks be to God! 
 
Sacrament of Baptism                                                          
10:00 a.m. Service            James Luis Mendez
11:15 a.m. Service                                                                             Holden Forest Jones 

Song                      “The Lord Bless You and Keep You”
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              (See music on following page.) 

 †
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THE LORD BLESS YOU AND KEEP YOU



THANKSGIVING
We respond to God’s word. 
                                                                                                  

Greeting of Peace

Our Offerings
Pray for Inspire International, founders David and Nalini Singh, and Director Nisha Grant  as 
they seek to create caring communities of faith among unreached people groups in Northern 
India that teach the Word of God, promote literacy, alleviate poverty, and bring hope.  They 
seek to make the Bible available, accessible and affordable to people groups in India in their 
own languages.

Musical Offering                                     “Take My Yoke Upon You” – Sanctuary Choir                                                              
8:45 and 11:15 a.m. Services                                                                                     
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
Take my yoke upon you, come and learn from me.
Take my yoke upon you; I will give you peace.
Are you weak and heavy-laden, are you lonely and distressed?
Come and bring your ev’ry longing, 
Come and I will give you rest.  O I will give you rest.

Take my yoke upon you, come and learn from me.
Take my yoke upon you; I will give you peace.
Come and bring your sorrows, lay them at my feet.
Bring to me your burdens; I will set you free.

Take my yoke upon you, come and learn from me.
Take my yoke upon you; I will give you peace.

Doxology 
 Please stand as we sing to the Lord. 

        Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise him, all creatures here 
        below; Praise him above, ye heavenly host: Praise Father, Son and  
        Holy Ghost. Amen.

 †

 †
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PROCLAIMING
God speaks to us through his word. 

Prayer of Illumination 

Scripture Reading                                                                                        Luke 6:1-11                                                                       
1 One Sabbath Jesus was going through the grainfields, and his disciples began to 
pick some heads of grain, rub them in their hands and eat the kernels. 2 Some of the 
Pharisees asked, “Why are you doing what is unlawful on the Sabbath?”

3 Jesus answered them, “Have you never read what David did when he and his 
companions were hungry? 4 He entered the house of God, and taking the 
consecrated bread, he ate what is lawful only for priests to eat. And he also gave 
some to his companions.” 5 Then Jesus said to them, “The Son of Man is Lord of the 
Sabbath.”

6 On another Sabbath he went into the synagogue and was teaching, and a man 
was there whose right hand was shriveled. 7 The Pharisees and the teachers of the law 
were looking for a reason to accuse Jesus, so they watched him closely to see if he 
would heal on the Sabbath. 8 But Jesus knew what they were thinking and said to the 
man with the shriveled hand, “Get up and stand in front of everyone.” So he got up 
and stood there.

9 Then Jesus said to them, “I ask you, which is lawful on the Sabbath: to do good or to 
do evil, to save life or to destroy it?”

10 He looked around at them all, and then said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” 
He did so, and his hand was completely restored. 11 But the Pharisees and the teachers 
of the law were furious and began to discuss with one another what they might do to 
Jesus.

Leader:     This is the word of the Lord.
People:   Thanks be to God! 



Message:  

THE LORD OF THE SABBATH
+ Corey Widmer +

  
   

Notes:
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RESPONDING
We respond to God’s word. 

Song of Response                                                                          “Lord I Need You” 
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Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer 

Leader: Lord Jesus, just when we think we have it all figured out you surprise and 
challenge us. We hear the good news once again that true rest is found in you 
alone.  Thank you for not giving up on us, for continually inviting us to enter into 
the fullness of your rest.  Help us to be people of grace, freedom and joy in all 
our relationships.
Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer.
Leader: Gracious Father, our hearts are heavy when we see the chaos and fear that 

infects your good world.   At creation you brought order and life out of the 
chaos.  We pray that you would breathe new creation life in this world, that 
your light and truth would penetrate and expose the darkness of sin and 
hatred.  Continue to guide us as we seek to be your instruments of grace and 
mercy, particularly in the city of Richmond.  
Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer. 
Leader: Loving God, we thank you today for our middle and high school students on 

their retreat this weekend.  We pray that the seeds that have been planted in 
their hearts would be growing and bearing fruit.  We pray for openness as 
they wrestle with questions they have, for a deepening of their friendships and 
trust for one another and for a safe trip home this afternoon.  Bless and sustain 
the leaders with your grace and wisdom. 
Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer. 

And for what else should we pray?

Members of the congregation may add their own intercessions at this time, ending with
“Lord, in your mercy” and all responding, “Hear our prayer.” 

Now gathering our prayers into one, let us pray boldly as our Savior has taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory for ever. Amen. 
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Prayer Needs

For Health
Dru Fitch, Charles Ellison, Susan Godfrey, Mark Koontz, Bill and Ann Nell Jackson, Nancy 
Cunningham, Joe and June Keller, Vickie O’Dell, Margaret Leith, Dabney Harvey, Eileen 
Raynor, Pam Padgett, Lou Hanscom, Carol Holt, Celeste Reynolds, Gretchen Gravely, Pam 
Rambo

For Comfort 
Deaths – Steve Middleton (father, 2/6), Vi Gresham (1/18), Cecilia Elliott (father, 1/14), 
Cheryl Richardson (father, 12/28), Betty Cox (husband Joe, 12/16), John Dean (brother, 
12/15), Libbie Davis (11/27), Jennifer deCerff (father, 11/24), David Morris (mother-in-law, 
11/24), Mary Howard (11/18), Diane Atkinson (mother, 11/3)

For Metro Richmond
We pray for the coming of God’s Kingdom in metropolitan Richmond: for healthy economic 
development, which enhances the metropolitan community, employs the unemployed, and 
contributes to the common good. 

For Our Nation and the World – Denmark
This small European nation numbers 5.5 million in population. Nominally Christian, the fastest 
growing religion is represented by Muslim immigrants. Denmark has a strong economy and 
a stable government. The nation retains a core of Christian values although half of the
population reports being agnostic or atheistic. Eighty percent of Danes belong to the Lutheran 
Church but many are inactive.

• Pray for the Lutheran Church to experience renewal and win back inactive members.
• Pray for new churches, new pastors and new ministries to reach the next generation in 

Denmark.
• Pray for Christian immigrants to be a significant source of renewal for the Christian        

movement among the Danish people.
• Pray for Danes to reach out to Muslim immigrants with Christian love and gospel witness.

Missionary Prayer and Care groups meet monthly to pray for our mission partners in 
Europe, Asia and the Muslim world. Contact Carolyn Oakley (cdoakley1@gmail.com/
937-6564) to learn more. 



SENDING
God sends us into the world as his witnesses. 

Song of Commission                 “A Mighty Fortress is Our God” – #43 in the Hymnal          

Commission                                                                                From Hebrews 4:9-11                                                           

Leader: There remains, then, a Sabbath-rest for the people of God; for anyone who 
enters God’s rest also rests from their works, just as God did from his. 

Everyone: Let us, therefore, make every effort to enter that rest, so that no 
one will perish by following their example of disobedience.

Benediction     

Postlude                                                                                                                       Ron Klipp                                     
11:15 a.m. service                                                                                            

 †  

 †  

 †  
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SERVICE NOTES 
Today we celebrate the birth of Hannah Sinclair Woie, daughter of Andrea and Ian 
Woie. Hannah was born on February 4, 2016. 

Today at the 10:00 a.m. service we celebrate the baptism of James Luis Mendez, 
son of Kate and Mark Mendez. Relatives present today are Dave and Ann Messenger and 
Tom and Lori Mendez. The elders representing the Session by holding the font are Beth and 
Mark Sprinkle. The prayer sponsors are Brenda and Andy Burgess. 

Today at the 11:15 a.m. service we celebrate the baptism of Holden Forest Jones, 
son of Ashley and Matthew Jones. Relatives present today are Greyson Jones, James and 
Lynne Hildebrand, Doug and Liz Warren, Kevin Jones and Bill and Kathy Herbert. The elder 
representing the Session by holding the font is Val Kling. The prayer sponsors are Pat and 
Randy Tabb. 

Today’s flowers are given in honor of our mission partner Inspire International, founders 
David and Nalini Singh, and Director Nisha Grant  as they seek to create caring 
communities of faith among unreached people groups in Northern India that teach the Word 
of God, promote literacy, alleviate poverty, and bring hope.  They seek to make the Bible 
available, accessible and affordable to people groups in India in their own languages.
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NEWS & EVENTS

Family Mystery Night – Saturday, February 20
Sign up for this mysterious evening and on February 18, we’ll send an email with details 
about where to go, what time to be there, and what to bring. This event will be for families 
with kids from 3 years old to high school. Sign up online at thirdrva.org/registrations by 
February 15.

Makers Series: Catalyst – Friday, February 26, 6:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall
The fifth of our core values is that we foster a Catalytic Culture. Join us for the next installment 
of the Makers Series to explore how the written, visual, and musical arts catalyze change in 
the lives of individuals and communities. Doors open at 6:30 p.m.; program begins at 7 p.m. 

Film Screening: Many Beautiful Things - February 26, 10 a.m. at the Byrd Theatre
As part of our Makers Series this month, we’re hosting a screening of the film Many Beautiful 
Things at the Byrd. The director Laura Waters Hinson will be with us for the showing, and will 
conclude with a Q&A. Tickets ($8) can be bought online at thirdrva.org/registrations.

Welcome Coffee: March 6, 9:45 - 11:00 a.m., in the Parlor
If you’re new to Third, come to this monthly gathering to meet a few people, learn about 
Third’s vision, and see what we believe and how to get involved.  

Tutors Needed for Wednesday Nights! 
There are now 54 students who desire our tutoring help. Can you spare an hour on 
Wednesday evenings? For more information or to get involved, contact Andi Redmond 
(andi.redmond6@gmail.com). 

Jobs for Life: Your help is needed! 
We’re kicking off our first class of Jobs for Life this March. Jobs for Life is a 12-week, biblically 
based and relationally-centered jobs training program. Help is needed in mentoring, 
teaching, and providing childcare and meals. See our table in the Commons for more info, 
or visit thirdrva.org/jobsforlife. 
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NEWS & EVENTS

Volunteer with Crossover 
CrossOver Healthcare Ministry provides compassionate health care to those in need in 
the name of Jesus Christ. We are currently seeking dentists, RNs and LPNs, and Spanish 
interpreter volunteers.  If you could help meet one of these needs, please call or email 
CrossOver (422-2600/info@crossoverministry.org).  

Relationships in Peace Ministry
If you are experiencing a relationship impasse or need someone to walk beside you through
a difficult relational situation or conflict, please contact us.  We’re here to help. Visit 
www.thirdrva.org/partners/relationships-in-peace.  For assistance: RelationshipsInPeace.
thirdrva@gmail.com or call Margie Satterfield, (804) 819-0260.
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SUNDAY ADULT DISCIPLESHIP
Sunday Morning Discipleship Fellowship Classes (10:00 –11:00 a.m.)
 
February Term – 10:00 a.m., Fellowship Hall
Each winter, we take a month to combine our adult Sunday school classes and study a 
topic together during the 10 o’clock hour. This year, we’ll be looking at our core values, 
understanding what they tell us about who we are as a church and where we’re headed. 
To learn more, visit thirdrva.org/february-term-2016.

To learn more about our other discipleship/fellowship classes on Sunday 
mornings or Wednesday evenings, please visit our website or see the 2016 Winter 
and Spring class brochure (found throughout the church) to read about all the study options, 
serving opportunities, and ways to be with your community. Please contact Tom Barila 
(tomb@thirdrva.org) for questions or details. 

STUDENT MINISTRY 
Sunday Morning Ministry: Join us each Sunday for food, great teaching, and great 
people as we grow together in God’s word. 
 600 Forest Ave., Student Ministry Area
 10:00 - 11:00 a.m. for all students in 7th-12th grade.

Sunday Evening Ministry cancelled this week. Join us next week to be a part of  
games, music and teaching and amazing small group community. 
 600 Forest Ave., Fellowship Hall and Basement
 7:00-8:30 p.m. for all students in 7th-12th grade.



CHILDREN’S MINISTRY - SUNDAY MORNING
We welcome you to Third and want you to know that your children are precious to us!   
Our staff of both professional childcare workers and volunteers are here to serve your 
family in a safe, loving and Christ-centered environment.    

8:45 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. services - Childcare available for all children aged 
Kindergarten and younger. First grade and above attend worship with their parents.

10:00 a.m. service - Sunday School for children ages 2 and older. Nursery available for 
infants and toddlers. For details on all Sunday school class offerings, pick up the Winter and 
Spring class brochure found near the doors. 

A Wiggle Room is available if you prefer to have your child with you but he or she is a 
little too active or noisy to be in the service. The service is streamed into Room 124 which is 
located in the connecting hall across from the toddler Room 105.

Please let us know if we can help familiarize you with all that is available at Third 
for your children. Contact Kathy White (kathyw@thirdrva.org) or Tracie Meadows 
(traciem@thirdrva.org). 
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2016 Summer Short-Term Mission Trips

Third Church is offering some unique opportunities to see how God is working around the 
world and build relationships with others of different cultures. We’ll be highlighting these 
different trips over the next couple weeks. 

Join us this year as we follow Jesus into the world to help change lives and be changed 
ourselves. Pray now to ask if God is calling you to serve in this way.

Port-au-Prince, Haiti 
A multi-generational team serving our mission partner Haiti Outreach Ministries with three 
projects: home construction, medical assistance and a vacation Bible school.  Children and 
adults, age 14 and up, are welcome. No skills needed for construction and Bible school, but 
medical professionals are needed.
Trip dates: July 16-23
Deadline: March 20
Estimated cost: $1570
Contact: Billy and Jen Martin, JenRMartin@outlook.com or (843) 364-0885
Informational meeting: February 21 in the Fellowship Hall at 10:00 a.m. and 12:15 p.m. 
in the Parlor. 

El Salvador 
A team to work alongside our El Salvador mission partner and staff serving the community 
through English language training, micro-business support, engagement at local schools, and 
ministry at an orphanage.  At the core of every ministry project is the goal of discipleship and 
sharing the love of God.  Basic Spanish skills are helpful, but not required. College age and 
up; limit 14 persons.
Trip dates:  June 18-25
Deadline: April 15
Estimated cost: $1755
Contact: Tom Barila, tomb@thirdrva.org or 282-4645 x117
Informational meeting: March 6, 10:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall and 12:15 p.m. in 
Room 101.  

Thinking about going to Israel with Third in the coming year or two? Join our 
orientation meetings for the group going in 2016 to get a sense for what the trips are like. 
We’ll meet weekly on Sundays through March 6 from 8:30 - 9:30 a.m. in the 
Conference Room at 500 Forest Ave. 



THIS WEEK AT THIRD
Sunday, February 14
8:00 a.m. Prayer and Communion – Room 101 
8:45, 10:00, 11:15 a.m. Worship services – Sanctuary 
12:30 p.m. Care and Cards meeting – Room 209 

Monday, February 15
7:00 p.m. Muslim World missionary prayer and care group meeting – meets at the Chalifoux home, 
                 10801 Whitaker Woods Rd, Richmond, 23238, 740-1199
7:00 p.m. Trustees meeting – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue
7:00 p.m. Kingdom Knitters – Parlor 
8:00 p.m. Christian Arabic Church ministry outreach with students – Kitchen, 500 Forest Avenue 

Tuesday, February 16
9:15 a.m. Weekly group “The Armor of God” – Room 213
9:30 a.m. Weekly morning Mothers Together group – Fellowship Hall 
6:15 p.m. Monthly women’s dinner group meeting – Kitchen, 500 Forest Avenue 
7:00 p.m. Deacon meeting – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue

Wednesday, February 17 
6:00 p.m. Handbell rehearsal – Choir Room 
6:30 p.m. Kids Jam and Music Fundamentals with chimes and bells – Room 201/Choir Room 
6:30 p.m. Refresh group meeting – Parlor 
6:30 p.m. Wednesday night activities – Various classrooms 
6:45 p.m. Alleluia choir rehearsal – Sanctuary  
7:30 p.m. Third Brass rehearsal – Sanctuary 

Thursday, February 18
6:00 p.m. Relationships in Peace training – Rooms 213/215
7:00 p.m. Praise band rehearsal – Sanctuary 
7:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir rehearsal – Choir Room
7:00 p.m. Needle’s Eye Young Professionals Grp. – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue
 
Friday, February 19
8:30 a.m. Europe prayer and care group meeting – led by Sally Harbison and meets in Carolyn 
                  Oakley’s home, 2710 Old Point Drive, Richmond, 23233, 937-6564
9:00 a.m. Emotional Eating Group – Knox Room, 500 Forest Avenue
5:00 p.m. That Great Dance – Fellowship Hall
6:30 p.m. Healing Prayer Rooms – Student Ministry area 

Saturday, February 20
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Relationships in Peace training – Rooms 213/215 
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A Covenant Order 
of Evangelical Presbyterians

804-282-4645  
500 Forest Ave.
Richmond, VA 23229
www.thirdrva.org 

LEARN MORE ABOUT THIRD

Welcome to Third! Visit www.thirdrva.org to learn more about the community and how you 
can connect. Worship preparation, sermon reflection notes, and sermon audio are posted 
weekly. You can also watch the sermon live on the “This Sunday” page. If you’d like to join a 
small group , find out how you can become a member ,   or find ways to serve,  please contact 
Beth Nichols at bethn@thirdrva.org. Also follow us on Facebook and Twitter for community 
updates. 

JOIN US FOR FELLOWSHIP! 
Our services are at 8:45 a.m.,10:00 a.m., and 11:15 a.m. on Sundays in the Sanctuary.  
Join us for a short time of communion and prayer every Sunday at 8:00 a.m. in Room 101. 
From 9:45-11:30 a.m. on Sunday mornings, stop by for a time of fellowship and 
refreshments, including Blanchard’s coffee, in the Fellowship Hall. 

Sanctuary

Fellowship
Hall

Forest Ave

Playground

Classrooms
(Upstairs

& Downstairs)

Worship
Services

Rm 101

Parlor

Student Ministry Area

Courtyard


