
Sunday |February 4, 2018 

A FAITHFUL FINISH
Fifth Sunday of Epiphany 

"You have received a particular calling; get on with it. Keep 
your balance. It may be difficult or painful at times, but you 

didn’t sign on in order to have an easy life. Go on announcing 
Jesus as Lord. What is required is not success, as the world 

regards success, but loyalty and perseverance."

N.T. Wright

Third 
 CHURCH







Welcome! 
¡Bienvenido! 

We’re glad you’ve chosen to worship at Third! 
We look forward to meeting and getting to know you.
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Called together for the renewal of all things 
through Jesus Christ. 



Sanctuary Decorations 

As followers of Jesus, we use the Christian calendar to help us “keep time” with the 
historic and ongoing rhythms of God's story in and for the world.  After six weeks 
preparing for and celebrating the birth of Jesus, the season of Epiphany runs from 
January 6 until mid-February, focused on Jesus’ earthly life and mission to bring God’s 
kingdom to the whole world, reclaiming and renewing all things.  Jesus’ life among the 
people of Israel reveals the complicated, beautiful nature of God, and in each aspect 
of Christ's identity and calling we also see glimpses of the life God wants to re-make in 
all of us.
 
So what’s with all the crazy colors? Our Sanctuary decorations reflect that theme of 
revelation as well, so added to the white of Christmas (and Easter) are touches of many 
other colors, each one standing for one aspect of the kingdom of God revealed in Jesus:  
yellow and gold for the gifts of the traveling wise men, signaling that Jesus came to claim 
people of every nation as his own; red and orange for the Holy Spirit that rested upon 
Christ to inaugurate his ministry; blue for the tassels of the rabbinical robe marking Jesus 
as our great teacher and High Priest; royal purple and pink for Jesus our King; green for 
new life and the role Jesus affirmed for ordinary people (the church) in the great mission 
of God; even black and brown to remind us that Jesus faced suffering and rejection even 
before his final days moving towards his betrayal and crucifixion in Jerusalem.
 
The many colors of Epiphany represent the whole, complex kingdom life Christ brings into 
the world, and in this season we ask God to open our eyes to see him more and more in 
the multicolored light of Jesus.
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GATHERING                   
God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
Prelude                             "Prelude and Fugue in C Major"                        Jeff Hummel 
                                                          (Johann Ludwig Krebs)            
                                                                                                                                                                 
Welcome and Announcements   

Preparation for Worship                                                             From Habakkuk 2:20
Leader:     The Lord is in his holy temple; 
People:   Let all the earth be silent before him.
                                                                                                                               

    Call to Worship                                                                             From Psalm 71:5-8

Leader: For you have been our hope, Sovereign Lord,
People: Our confidence since our youth.
Leader: From birth, we have relied on you;
People: We will ever praise you.
Leader: Our mouths are filled with your praise,
Everyone: Declaring your splendor all day long.

Prayer of Adoration 

    Songs of Praise                       "This Is Amazing Grace" 
                                                        "Oh, Come to the Altar"          

                (See music on following pages)                                                           
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The cross indicates standing, as you are able.  †          



THIS IS AMAZING GRACE 
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OH, COME TO THE ALTAR

Are you hurting and broken within, overwhelmed by the weight of your sin?
Jesus is calling.
Have you come to the end of yourself; do you thirst for a drink from the well?
Jesus is calling.

Chorus 
Oh, come to the altar; the Father's arms are open wide.
Forgiveness was bought with the precious blood of Jesus Christ.

Leave behind your regrets and mistakes.  Come today; there's no reason to wait.
Jesus is calling.
Bring your sorrows and trade them for joy; from the ashes a new life is born.
Jesus is calling.

Bridge
Oh, what a Savior, isn't he wonderful?
Sing alleluia, Christ is risen. 
Bow down before him, for he is Lord of all;
Sing alleluia, Christ is risen.

Words and Music by: Chris Brown, Mack Brock,Steven Furtick,Wade Joye
© 2015 Music by Elevation Worship Publishing 
CCLI License # 706798
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CONFESSING 
God invites us to be honest with him about ourselves. 
 
Prayer of Confession                      

Everyone: Merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word 
and deed, 
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart and mind 
and strength; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
Create in us a clean heart, O God, 
and renew a right spirit within us.

Silent Confession 

Words of Comfort                                                                                   
  
Leader: Hear the good news! 

Who is in a position to condemn? 
Only Christ, and Christ died for us, 
Christ rose for us, Christ reigns in power for us, 
Christ prays for us. 
Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation. 
The old life has gone; the new life has begun! 
Know that you are forgiven, and be at peace.

People: Amen! 

Through Christ you have peace with God and peace with one another.
Please stand and offer to one another a sign of peace!

    Greeting of Peace   
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THANKSGIVING  

Our Offerings
Pray for Scott and JoAnn Armistead as they reach out with the gospel to internationals in 
the area and as Scott directs the ministry of the Christian Medical and Dental Association.
                 
Offertory                                                                                                    Student Interview 
                   Rachael Potter and Matthew Samuel                                                             
    

 Doxology 
 Please stand as we sing to the Lord. 

          Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here 
        below; praise him above, ye heavenly host:  praise Father, Son and 
        Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 †
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PROCLAIMING
God speaks to us through his word.          

Scripture Reading                                                                                 2 Timothy 4:1-8                                                                

1 In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the dead, 
and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I give you this charge: 2 Preach the 
word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage—with 
great patience and careful instruction. 3 For the time will come when people will not 
put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around 
them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear. 4 They will 
turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths. 5 But you, keep your head 
in all situations, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, discharge all the duties 
of your ministry.

6 For I am already being poured out like a drink offering, and the time for my 
departure is near. 7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept 
the faith. 8 Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, 
the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day—and not only to me, but also to all 
who have longed for his appearing.

Leader:     This is the word of the Lord.
People:   Thanks be to God!   
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 Message: 
A Faithful Finish 

+  McKinley Sprinkle, Talia Moore,
Mary Dryden Maio, Bisola Olowe  +

  
Notes:

________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
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Celebration of the Lord's Supper

Leader: Lift up your hearts!
People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
Everyone: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Leader: Holy and merciful God, our Father,
you have made us in your image and for yourself.
You have made this good world for us to tend and to enjoy.
God, our Father, 

People: Hear the praise of grateful hearts.

Leader: You sought your ancient people when they strayed from you.
You freed them from the oppressor and brought them home.
God, our Father, 

People: Hear the praise of grateful hearts.

Leader: You have sent your Son to bring us home to you.
By his Incarnation–

People: You have found us.
Leader: By his Death–
People: You have forgiven us.
Leader: By his Resurrection–
People: You have freed us. 
Leader: God, our Father, 
People: Hear the praise of grateful hearts.

RESPONDING
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Leader: In union with Jesus Christ of Nazareth, our Great High Priest, and with all 
who worship you, both in heaven and on earth, 
we offer you our praise, saying:

People: Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest;
blessed is he who comes  
in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.

Words of Institution                                                          From 1 Corinthians 11:23-26

"The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and said, ‘This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of 
me.’ In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant 
in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.’ For whenever you 
eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.”

Leader: Holy and merciful God, our Father, send down your Holy Spirit
on our bread and wine, that they may be for us the body and blood of 
Christ, and on your people, that we may be the body of Christ, reconciled 
to you and to each other by his blood. By your Holy Spirit make us– 

People: One with Christ, 
one with each other, 
and one in mission to all the world,

Leader: Until Christ shall come in final victory
and we feast together at his heavenly banquet.
We cry, Maranatha!

People: Even so, come, Lord Jesus, come.
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Communion Songs                            "Come Away from Rush and Hurry"
               Lyrics by Marva J. Dawn

Come away from rush and hurry
To the stillness of God’s peace;
From our vain ambition’s worry,
Come to Christ and find release.
Come away from noise and clamor,
Life’s demands and frenzied pace;
Come to join the people gathered
Here to seek and find God’s face.

In the pastures of God’s goodness
We lie down to rest our soul.
From the waters of his mercy
We drink deeply, are made whole.
At the table of his presence
All his saints are richly fed.
With the oil of his anointing
Into service we are led.

Come, then, children, with your burdens–
Life’s confusions, fears, and pain.
Leave them at the cross of Jesus;
Take instead his kingdom’s reign.
Bring your thirsts, for he will quench them–
He alone will satisfy.
All our longings find attainment
When to self we gladly die.
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Communion Song                                      "Trinity Song" 

Holy Father, Son and Spirit 
Holy Communion, Three-in-One. 

Come with your peace. 
With your invitation 
Bind us together in holy love.
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The Lord’s Supper 
The Lord’s Supper, or Communion, is one of the two sacraments we celebrate (the other is 
baptism). It is one of the most important things we do when we gather together, because 
the bread and juice are concrete signs of what Jesus has done for us on the cross. When 
we come forward to receive them, we believe that Jesus is actually present through the 
Holy Spirit, extending his grace and forgiveness to us.

We welcome anyone to the table who is willing to forsake their sin and trust in Jesus Christ 
for salvation. If you are not able to receive Communion, we invite you to use this time to 
meditate on one of the following prayers:

Prayer of Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus, you claim to be the Way, the Truth and the Life. Help me to be undaunted by 
the cost of following you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is true, 
please guide me, teach me, and open me to the reality of who you are. Lead me into the 
light and life you promise. Amen.

Prayer of Belief
Lord Jesus Christ, I admit that I am more blind and sinful than I ever dared admit, but 
through you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared hope. I thank you for 
paying my debt on the cross, taking what I deserved in order to offer me complete 
acceptance. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and 
receive you as Savior and Lord. Amen.

– Adapted from prayers written by Rev. Scot Sherman, Redeemer Presbyterian Church.

The Lord's Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come;
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory for ever. Amen. 
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Prayer Needs

For Health
Mary Ann Hancock, Estelle Short, Rick DeJarnette, Sean Sanderson, Katie Bishop, Dru 
Fitch, Margaret Leith, Larry Dupree, Nick Jeffer, Kaye Phillips, Gina Maio, Brad Bishop, 
Greyson Tate, Julie Walden, Amy Boyd, Jerry Ramsey, Charles Ellison, Lou Hanscom 

For comfort for those who have lost loved ones:
Nan Clarke (father, 1/31), Peggy Larmore (father, 1/31), Cindy Vogel (mother, 12/30), 
Martha Rupel (sister,12/30), Jane Fields (sister, 12/21), Andy Burgess (wife Brenda, 
12/19), Sue Kimball (brother, 12/16), Frank Wilson and Lynley Steadman (brother, 
uncle, 12/1)

For Metro Richmond 
We pray for the coming of God’s kingdom in metropolitan Richmond: for a spirit of unity 
and cooperation among all people in all jurisdictions. We pray that all would earnestly 
seek the common welfare of this metropolitan city. 
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SENDING
God sends us into the world as his witnesses. 

   Song of Commission                           "In Christ Alone"

In Christ alone my hope is found; he is my light, my strength, my song.
This Cornerstone, this solid ground, firm through the fiercest drought and storm.
What heights of love, what depths of peace, when fears are stilled, when strivings cease. 
My Comforter, my All in All, here in the love of Christ I stand.

In Christ alone, who took on flesh, fullness of God in helpless babe.
This gift of love and righteousness, scorned by the ones he came to save.
‘Til on that cross, as Jesus died, the wrath of God was satisfied.
For every sin on him was laid; here in the death of Christ I live. 

There in the ground his body lay, light of the world by darkness slain.
Then, bursting forth in glorious day, up from the grave he rose again.
And as he stands in victory, sin’s curse has lost its grip on me.
For I am his and he is mine, bought with the precious blood of Christ. 

No guilt in life, no fear in death; this is the power of Christ in me.
From life’s first cry to final breath, Jesus commands my destiny.
No power of hell, no scheme of man can ever pluck me from his hand.
‘Til he returns or calls me home, here in the power of Christ I’ll stand.
  

 †          
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   Commission                                                                                     From James 1:12                                                     

Leader:
People:

Blessed are the ones who remains steadfast under trial,
For when they have stood the test they will receive the crown of 
life, which God has promised to those who love him.

  Benediction                                                  

Postlude                                                      "Fanfare"                                       Jeff Hummel
11:15 a.m. service                             (Jean-Joseph Mouret)                                                                                                           
                                                                
     

SERVICE NOTES 
Kim Taulbee, our Associate Music Director, is on sabbatical until March 5, 2018. 
Brooke Winters, our Artist-in-Residence, will be leading worship. 

Today's flowers are given in honor of our mission partners Scott and JoAnn Armistead 
as they reach out with the gospel to internationals in the area and as Scott directs the 
ministry of the Christian Medical and Dental Association.
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NEWS & EVENTS
Ash Wednesday: Dinner and Service – Wednesday, February 14 
Ash Wednesday is a day that marks the first day of Lent, a time of reflection and 
penitence leading up to Easter Sunday. We’ll first eat together in the Fellowship Hall at 
5:45 p.m. and then come together for a service of repentance and worship in the 
Sanctuary at 7:00 p.m.  All are welcome to the service; seats are limited for dinner 
($7/adults, $5/children). RSVP for dinner: thirdrva.org/events. 

Jobs for Life: Kicking Off February 19! 
The Jobs for Life training program is a 12-week, relationship-centered jobs training 
program. Each student is teamed with a Champion who will walk with them through the 
class and the months following as they journey from unemployment or under-employment 
to better employment. We’re currently recruiting mentors (Champions), meal sponsors, 
and business leaders to be a part. Student applications are open as well! Thirdrva.org/
jobsforlife. 

Family Ministry: Pizza and Movie Night – Saturday, Feb. 17, 5:00 p.m.
Bring your family to have some pizza and then we’ll watch the movie "Finding Dory." 
Bring a snack to share and something to sit on: a beach chair, blanket or make a “car" 
out of a cardboard box or laundry basket (like a drive-in movie!) – prize to the best 
design! RSVP ($3/adults, $2/kids): thirdrva.org/events. 

Donate to Families Arriving to the States from Egypt!
New families from Egypt are beginning to arrive again!  They are in need of all the basic 
necessities to set up their apartments: beds and linens, couches, chairs, kitchen table, 
dishes, etc.  Also, do you have an old pick-up truck you'd be willing to donate to help 
with collecting goods?  If you are able to help with any of these, please contact the 
church office at 282-4645. 

Women's Ministry: Valentine Brunch, Tuesday, February 13, 9:00 a.m.
Come join us in the Fellowship Hall to have brunch and then help put together Valentine 
boxes to send to our college students. Bring along some treats to include in the boxes! 
If you know of a student you would like to receive a package, please send the student's 
address to Sterling Lloyd at sterlingl@thirdrva.org. 

Ordination and Installation of LJ Jaworski, Saturday, Feb. 17, Sanctuary
You are invited to celebrate the ordination and installation of LJ Jaworski as Assistant 
Pastor for Mission on Saturday, February 17 at 1:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary. Reception to 
follow in the Fellowship Hall.



SUNDAY ADULT DISCIPLESHIP CLASSES
Today! 2018 February Term: The Art of Neighboring, 10 a.m., Fellowship Hall 
Each winter, we take a month to get on the same page as a church. We combine our adult 
Sunday discipleship classes and study an issue together that has bearing on how we live 
our lives as Christ-followers--no matter what age or stage of life we find ourselves in. This 
year, we’ll be looking at a very timely topic: The Art of Neighboring. We’ll be exploring 
together this call to love our neighbors and how it will be lived out in our neighborhoods 
through the parish model, and we’ll share how we’re already seeing the fruit of this work 
today. 

Each week will feature different speakers, panels, and engaging elements. Plus plenty of 
coffee and snacks! We look forward to this time together each year, so we hope to see 
you all there. 

February 4:   The Art of Neighboring (Teacher: Jay Pathak, co-author of the book
                         The Art of Neighboring)
February 11: Neighboring – The Heart of Parish Life (Teacher: Derek Mondeau)
February 18: Neighboring – The Stories of Parish Life (Teacher: Panel of speakers, 
                          discussions)
February 25: Neighboring – The Commission of Parish Life (Teachers: Andrew Fuller, 
                          Richard Haney, and LJ Jaworski)

Questions? Contact Tom Barila (tomb@thirdrva.org). 

STUDENT MINISTRY

Sunday morning student ministry 
Join us for food, solid teaching, and great people as we grow together in God’s word. 
 600 Forest Avenue, Student Ministry Area 
 10:00-11:00 a.m. for all students in 7th-12th grade. 

Sunday evening student ministry 
Join us from 7:00 – 8:30 p.m in the Fellowship Hall. 

Questions? Contact Rick (rickh@thirdrva.org) or Andrea (andreaw@thirdrva.org). 
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY - SUNDAY MORNING
DURING THE 10:00 A.M. SERVICE: Sunday School is available for all children and 
students. See below for room locations for all Sunday School classes:   

DURING 8:45 AND 11:15 A.M. SERVICES: Childcare is available for all children 
aged Kindergarten and younger. First grade and above attend worship with their parents.

A Wiggle Room is available if you prefer to have your child with you but he or she 
is a little too active or noisy to be in the service. You'll be able to watch the service via 
streaming. The room is across the courtyard and directly up the stairs, Room 226. 

Please let us know if we can help familiarize you with all that is available at Third for 
your children. Contact Kathy White (kathyw@thirdrva.org) or Tracie Meadows (traciem@
thirdrva.org).
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AGE ROOM

Infants, toddlers, 2 year olds (Little Lambs) All on the 1st floor

Little Lions - Young 3s Room 223

Little Monkeys - Older 3s, Young 4s Room 204

Little Eagles - Older 4s Room 202

Kindergarten Room 227

1st Grade Room 220

2nd Grade Room 221

3rd Grade Room 201

4th Grade Room 209

5th and 6th Grade Basement

Middle and High School Meet in Student Ministry Area



THIS WEEK AT THIRD
Sunday, February 4
8:45, 10:00, 11:15 a.m. Worship services – Sanctuary
12:30 p.m. Praying for Our Nation – Parlor 

Monday, February 5
9:00 a.m. CBS Teachers meeting – Choir Room 

Tuesday, February 6
9:30 a.m.  "All Things New: A Study on 2 Corinthians" – Room 213 
7:00 p.m. Muslim World missionary care and prayer groups – at Laurie Chalifoux' home, 
                 10801 Whitaker Woods Road, 23238, 740-1199

Wednesday, February 7
9:30 a.m.  Community Bible Study – Fellowship Hall 
6:30 p.m. Refresh evening study – Parlor
6:45 p.m. Club 56 Wednesday night gathering – Basement 

Thursday, February 8
12:00 p.m. Budget and Stewardship meeting – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue 
6:00 p.m. STEP Board meeting – Room 101 
7:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir rehearsal – Choir Room 
7:00 p.m. Worship Team rehearsal – Sanctuary 

Friday, February 9
1:00 p.m. Day by Dayers meeting – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Ave.
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A Covenant Order 
of Evangelical Presbyterians

Third Church 
804-282-4645  
500 Forest Ave.
Richmond, VA 23229
www.thirdrva.org 

JOIN US NEXT WEEK
Welcome to Third! We’re so glad you’re here. We’d love to get to know you and for you to 
learn more about our community. We have a couple opportunities for you to connect with us 
and help you find out more about Third.
• Sign up for our ministry emails: thirdrva.org/signup 
• Pick up Third Press: Our monthly newsletter can be found around the church. 
• Follow us on Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram: @thirdrva  
 

SUNDAY MORNINGS AT THIRD
If you need help or have any questions at any point on a Sunday morning, look for 
individuals wearing carnations or yellow name badges. They're here to help answer 
questions, find you seats, and guide you around our building. 


