
 December 28, 2014
11:15 a.m. Sanctuary 

Meditation 
“If you want to find out how well a person understands 
Christianity, find out how much he makes of the thought of 
being God’s child, and having God as his Father.  If this is not the 
thought that prompts and controls his worship and prayers and 
his whole outlook on life, it means that he does not understand 
Christianity very well at all.”                    J.I. Packer, Knowing God

Organ Prelude                                           Mark Koontz
                                     
Welcome

Greeting of Peace 

Call to Worship                                         Psalm 29:1-2
“Ascribe to the Lord, you heavenly beings, ascribe to the Lord 
glory and strength. Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name;    
worship the Lord in the splendor of his holiness.”                                          

Opening Prayer

*Hymns of Praise #146   “Joy to the World!” 
    #174   “Angels from the Realms of Glory”
                                 
Prayer of Confession 

*Song of Response  
                  “Thou Who Was Rich Beyond All Splendor”     
                  
Prayer of Illumination  

Scripture Reading        Galatians 4:1-7    (scripture inside)                              
 Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.                       
 People: Thanks be to God!

      If you’re not reading The Loop, 
        you’re not in the loop. 

Pick up The Loop for this week’s 
announcements and calendar.  

You’ll find it at exits around 
the building. You can also 

read The Loop online at 
www.ThirdRVA.org. 

Welcome, visitors!
We’re glad you’ve chosen to 

worship at Third!  Be sure to write 
your contact information (phone 

and/or email) on the pads that will 
be passed this morning so that we 

can get in touch with you to let 
you know more about life at 
Third. After the service, you 

will find information on Third in 
the entry foyer and in the Steeple 
Corridor under the display TVs.  
We look forward to meeting and 

getting to know you.

Morning Prayer
Health Needs
Joe Keller, Waylon Lloyd, Barbara Satterfield, Lou 
Rutherford, Mary Cox, James Hacker, Nancy 
Cunningham

Deaths
Linda Allen (father), Debi Berg (mother), Julia 
Durham (mother), Nikki Lloyd (grandmother), 
Mary Caudill (mother), Laurie Chalifoux 
(husband, Mike), Art Wood (father), Jean Johnson 
(husband, Roy), Allene Brown (mother), Deb Cox 
(husband, Dave), Ann Green (husband, Fran)    

A Wiggle Room is available if you prefer to have 
your child with you but he or she is a little too 
active or noisy to be in the service.  The service is 
streamed into Room 124 so you can hear the 
sermon while you nurse or play with your baby/
toddler. Room 124 is located in the connecting 
hall across from the Toddler Room 105 leading 
to the Student Ministry area.

Are you going to be away any Sunday 
this month? You can now view our worship 
services (9:00 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. in the 
Sanctuary) online at www.thirdrva.org/
watch-live. Or, find the link on the Welcome/This 
Sunday page. You can view the services through 
UStream (our vendor) on any device: smartphone, 
tablet, laptop/desktop. 

“Yet to all who  
received him, to those 

who believed in his name, 
he gave the right to 

become children 
of God— children 
born not of natural 

descent, nor of human 
decision or a husband’s 
will, but born of God.”

John 1:12-13



Message             “Do You Know Who You Are?”               Rick Hutton  

*Hymn of Response #150            “What Child is This?”  

Introduction to Offering and Announcements       

Offering Sentence: “On coming to the house, [the Magi] saw the child 
with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then 
they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, 
frankincense and myrrh.” Matthew 2:11

Offertory                    “Ring Out the Bells”             Sanctuary Choir 
                                                  (McDonald)                        (text parallel) 
                                                                             
*Doxology
“Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here 
below; praise him above, ye heavenly host: Praise Father, Son and Holy 
Ghost. Amen.”

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer  

                             

*Hymn of Commission #151       “Go, Tell It On the Mountain”         

*Benediction  

Organ Postlude                                                    Mark Koontz

Today’s Service Leaders:  Ed Satterfield, Beth Nichols, Kim Taulbee, McKinley Sprinkle, 
Mark Sprinkle, Calder Sprinkle, Callaway Sprinkle 

The flowers for today’s service were donated by Mr. and Mrs. Douglas H. Ludeman, III 
who were married by Dr. Steve Hartman in the sanctuary yesterday.

Today’s Bible Reading                                                                    Galatians 4:1-7            

1 What I am saying is that as long as an heir is underage, he is no different from a slave, 
although he owns the whole estate. 2 The heir is subject to guardians and trustees until 
the time set by his father. 3 So also, when we were underage, we were in slavery under 
the elemental spiritual forces of the world. 4 But when the set time had fully come, God 
sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem those under the law, that 
we might receive adoption to sonship. 6 Because you are his sons, God sent the Spirit of 
his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba, Father.” 7 So you are no longer a 
slave, but God’s child; and since you are his child, God has made you also an heir.

Missionary Prayer 
Request 

Pray for Scott and 
Karen Hanson who  

strategically plant 
churches among 

unreached peoples.

“For you know the 
grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that 

though he was rich, 
yet for your sakes he 
became poor, so that 

you through his poverty 
might become rich.”

2 Corinthians 8:9

Ring Out the Bells
(McDonald)

Ring out the bells!  Ring out the bells!  Christ is born today!
Tell the news of our Savior:  Christ has come to dwell.
Share the love of our Savior; let us go forth and tell!
May the love of our Savior bring us from darkness to light.
May His chosen people declare His power and might!

Ring out the bells!  Ring out the bells!  Christ is born today!
Ring out!  Sing out!  Tell the good news:  Christ is born today!

Come before His presence with joyful songs of praise.
Come into His house with praise and enter His courts with singing!
Great is the Lord our God, and greatly to be praised!
Come into His house with praise and enter His presence with singing!

Tell the news of our Savior:  Christ has come to dwell.
Share the love of our Savior; let us go forth and tell!
We will serve Him with gladness and unto His service be true;
To our Creator, glad praises in all that we do.


