
Sunday | December 27, 2015

WAITING FOR THE KING 
First Sunday of Christmas 

 
“He may delay because it would not be safe to give us at once 
what we ask: we are not ready for it. To give ere we could truly 
receive, would be to destroy the very heart and hope of prayer, 

to cease to be our Father. The delay itself may work to 
bring us nearer to our help, to increase the desire, 

perfect the prayer, and ripen the receptive condition.”
George Macdonald
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Welcome! 
Bienvenido! 

We’re glad you’ve chosen to worship at Third! 
We look forward to meeting and getting to know you.

Third Church exists to spread the gospel and seek 
the Shalom of metro Richmond and the world through 

a movement of communities and congregations, 
welcoming people of all cultures to the glory of Jesus Christ. 
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GATHERING                   
God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.

Prelude                                                                                                                     Jeff Hummel                                                                                                                               
             
Welcome and Announcements   

Preparation 

Leader:     Let’s prepare our hearts to worship the living God, for “The Lord is in his holy 
                  temple; let all the earth be silent before him” (Habakkuk 2:20).
People:   Amen.

A period of silence is kept.                                                                                                                                 

      Call to Worship                        From Psalm 98:1-3 

Leader:  Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things. 
Everyone: His right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him. 
Leader: The Lord has made his salvation known and revealed his righteousness to the 

nations. 
Everyone: He has remembered his love and his faithfulness to Israel; all the 

ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 
                                                                                                                                                              
      Opening Prayer  

       Hymns/Songs of Praise                             “Joy to the World!” – #146 in the Hymnal 
                                                                                          “The First Noel” – #162 in the Hymnal       
                                                      
                                                                         
 

 †

 The cross indicates standing, as you are able.  †
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CONFESSING 

God invites us to be honest with him about ourselves. 

Confession of Sin

Everyone:  God of grace and glory, your word does not fail. Forgive our 
                      slowness to trust you, our unwillingness to wait for you to fulfill your 
                      promises. May the gift of your Son bring our hearts new life and 
                      birth within us a vibrant trust in your faithfulness. 

Silent Confession

Words of Comfort and Forgiveness                            

Leader:     God has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the  
                  kingdom of the Son he loves, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of 
                  sins. 
People:   Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift.     

 Greeting of Peace
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THANKSGIVING  
We give to the Lord in gratitude for what he has done for us.
8:45 a.m. – During the noisy offering, children ages kindergarten and younger will be 
dismissed to Room 223 for play time and snack.

Our Offerings
Pray for Scott and Karen Hanson as they seek to plant churches among unreached peoples.
                                              
Musical Offering               “What Did the Star See?”  
8:45 and 11:15 services          (Williams/Martin)          Choir and Tracie Meadows, flute                       
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Musical Offering                                                                                           Jeff Hummel           
10:00 service                                                                                        
   

                                   
   Doxology 
   Please stand as we sing to the Lord. 

         Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise him, all creatures here below; 
   Praise him above, ye heavenly host: 
   Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 †
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PROCLAIMING
God speaks to us through his word. 

Prayer of Illumination 

Scripture Reading                                                                                       Luke 2:22-38                                                                      
22 When the time came for the purification rites required by the Law of Moses, Joseph and 
Mary took him to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, 
“Every firstborn male is to be consecrated to the Lord”), 24 and to offer a sacrifice in keeping 
with what is said in the Law of the Lord: “a pair of doves or two young pigeons.”

25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He was 
waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was on him. 26 It had been revealed 
to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 
27 Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple courts. When the parents brought in the child 
Jesus to do for him what the custom of the Law required, 28 Simeon took him in his arms and 
praised God, saying:

29 “Sovereign Lord, as you have promised,
    you may now dismiss your servant in peace.
30 For my eyes have seen your salvation,
31     which you have prepared in the sight of all nations:
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles,
    and the glory of your people Israel.”
33 The child’s father and mother marveled at what was said about him. 34 Then Simeon blessed 
them and said to Mary, his mother: “This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of 
many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, 35 so that the thoughts of many 
hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul too.”

36 There was also a prophet, Anna, the daughter of Penuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was very 
old; she had lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 37 and then was a widow 
until she was eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped night and day, fasting and 
praying. 38 Coming up to them at that very moment, she gave thanks to God and spoke about 
the child to all who were looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem.

Leader:     This is the word of the Lord.
People:   Thanks be to God! 
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Message:  

+ Waiting for the King +
Nan Clarke  

Notes:
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RESPONDING
We respond to God’s word. 
                                      
Song of Response                                                                          “Come Light Our Hearts”                                                                                 
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Prayers of the People

Leader: Merciful Lord, we long to see the fullness of your salvation in all creation. Help 
us to trust that just as Jesus came in fulfillment of your promise, so he will return 
and establish your kingdom on earth. Help us to be faithful as we wait, that we 
may see your Spirit at work in us and through us each day. 
Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer.
Leader: Lord Jesus, you came to destroy the power of sin and death. We lament the 

brokenness of this world that touches all people. We pray for healing for the 
nations, for justice and peace, that all people would live in safety. 
Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer. 
Leader: Holy Spirit, comfort those who are grieving the death of a loved one. As they 

know the ache of separation, and darkness threatens to overwhelm them, 
make real to them the resurrection hope that we have in Jesus. 
Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer. 

And for what else should we pray?

Members of the congregation may add their own intercessions at this time, ending with
“Lord, in your mercy” and all responding, “Hear our prayer.” 

Now gathering our prayers into one, let us pray boldly as our Savior has taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory for ever. Amen. 
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Prayer Needs

For Health
Susan Godfrey, Bill and Ann Nell Jackson, Nancy Cunningham, Tom Tullidge, June Keller, 
Mary Cox, Vickie O’Dell, Margaret Leith, Dabney Harvey, Eileen Raynor, Pam Padgett, 
Lou Hanscom, Carol Holt, Celeste Reynolds, Gretchen Gravely, Betty Cox, Pam Rambo, 
Jared Armistead 

For Comfort 
Deaths – Betty Cox (husband Joe, 12/16), Libbie Davis (11/27), Jennifer deCerff (father, 
11/24), David Morris (mother-in-law, 11/24), Mary Howard (11/18), Diane Atkinson 
(mother, 11/3), Michael Phillips (grandmother, 10/31), Mark Grubbs (father, 10/27), 
Jennifer Parham (father, 10/7), Karen Fite (father, 10/6), Frank Wilson (sister, 10/4)

For Metro Richmond
We pray for the families of metropolitan Richmond: for an end to child abuse; for healthy 
relationships between children and their caregivers; for families going through divorce; 
and for all in the midst of life transitions.   
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SENDING
God sends us into the world as his witnesses. 

      Song of Commission               “Hark! the Herald Angels Sing” – #171 in the Hymnal 

      Commission                                                                                         

Leader:    We wait for the Lord.   
All:          The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand 
     slowness. Instead, he is patient, not wanting anyone to perish, but 
                 everyone to come to repentance. 
                                         
       Choral Benediction                                                                                “Hallelujah”     
       8:45 and 11:15 services                                    (from Messiah by Handel) 

                                                                                                    
Postlude                                                                                                                   Jeff Hummel                                         
                                                                                                                                                      
                              

 †  
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SERVICE NOTES

Today’s flowers are given in honor of our mission partners Scott and Karen Hanson as 
they seek to plant churches among unreached peoples.

Having difficulty hearing? See one of our ushers to use a hearing assistance device.
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NEWS 

Special teaching hour with Danny Clark – December 27, 10 a.m., Room 101 
A gifted teacher, Danny Clark was a youth pastor at Third Church prior to attending 
Covenant Theological Seminary in St. Louis. He is now the RUF campus minister at College of 
Charleston in South Carolina and will be sharing a message with us next Sunday. 

Change in Worship Schedule – Sunday, January 10, 2016 
Join us for a congregational town hall meeting in the Fellowship Hall on January 10 from 
10 a.m. to noon, as we review our 10-month strategic visioning process. We’ll have two 
Sunday morning services that day from 8:45-9:45 a.m. in the Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall. 

Volunteer Ushers Needed for Sunday Morning Services! 
The Hospitality Committee is looking for additional ushers beginning in January who can 
serve at one service a month. Interested? Contact the Hospitality Committee lead, David 
Campbell (davpcampbell@outlook.com or 241-6735).

Third Church Office Hours 
The Third Church offices will be closed on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day, December 24-25. 
We will also be closed on New Year’s Eve and New Year’s Day, December 31 and January 1. 
Any year-end contributions can be made online (www.thirdrva.org/generosity/) or dropped 
off at the church office by December 30. 

Sunday School Classes – Sunday, December 27, 2015
All adult and children’s Sunday School classes will be cancelled next week, but childcare will 
still be available during all three services. 

Relationships in Peace Ministry
If you are experiencing a relationship impasse or need someone to walk beside you through
a difficult relational situation or conflict, please contact us.  We’re here to help. Visit: 
www.thirdrva.org/partners/relationships-in-peace.  For assistance: RelationshipsInPeace.
ThirdRVA@gmail.com or call Margie Satterfield (804) 819-0260.
 



EVENTS
For more information on classes, events and ministries, come to the Fellowship Hall from
9:45-11:30 a.m., visit our website or find more information at kiosks throughout the 
building. 

College Student Fellowship – This morning, 10:00 a.m., 500 Forest Avenue
College students! You’re invited to a special time of fellowship, donuts, and a short devotional 
lesson this morning and on January 3 during the 10:00 Sunday school hour. We’ll meet in the 
upstairs conference room at the Third office building, 500 Forest Avenue. Come in the front 
door and we’ll make the room easy to find. 

Perspectives Course on the World Christian Movement
Consider joining the best course around for expanding and shaping your mind and heart for 
what God is doing in the world today. The class starts January 7, then meets Mondays from 
6-9 p.m. from January 11 – May 2, at Mt. Gilead Full Gospel International. Brochures 
available around the church. Assistance available with cost. Contact Ed Satterfield with 
questions: 282-4645, eds@thirdrva.org or register at www.perspectives.org.

Men’s bimonthly dinner: January 5, from 6-8 p.m. 
Join us as Tommy Thompson shares his annual New Year’s message on this year’s theme of 
Becoming and Being Christ’s Men. Alfreda Beach will cater. Register ($5) online: thirdrva.org. 

Welcome Coffee – Sunday, January 3, 9:45 – 11:00 a.m. in the Parlor
If you’re new to Third, come to this gathering to meet a few people, learn about Third’s vision, 
what we believe and how to get involved.  Questions? Contact Beth Nichols (bethn@thirdrva.
org). 

Newcomers Class - January 14-17, 2016
Interested in learning more about Third, or considering membership? Join our Newcomers 
Class where you’ll learn more about Third’s vision for worship, discipleship, and community. 
At the end of the class, you’ll have an opportunity to become a member of Third. To signup,  
www.thirdrva.org/newcomers or contact Beth Nichols (bethn@thirdrva.org or 282-4645). 
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SUNDAY ADULT DISCIPLESHIP
Sunday Morning Discipleship Fellowship Classes (10:00 –11:00 a.m.)
 
All Sunday school classes cancelled today.

To learn more about our other discipleship/fellowship classes, please visit our 
website or see the “Fall Season” pamphlet (located in the media racks) to read about all the 
study options, serving opportunities, and ways to be with your community. Please contact 
Tom Barila (tomb@thirdrva.org) for questions or details.

STUDENT MINISTRY 
Sunday Morning Ministry
Join us each Sunday for food, great teaching, and great people as we grow together in 
God’s word.
600 Forest Ave., Student Ministry Area
10:00 - 11:00 a.m. for all students in 7th-12th grade

Sunday Evening Ministry
Be a part of games, music and teaching and amazing small group community each 
Sunday night.
600 Forest Ave., Fellowship Hall and Basement
7:00-8:30 p.m. for all students in 7th-12th grade

• We will not be meeting tonight. No Sunday morning or evening student ministry 
gatherings.

• We will be having our annual bonfire on Sunday, January 3 at our Pump Road fields. 
5:00-6:30 p.m. at 2340 Pump Road.
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY - SUNDAY MORNING
We welcome you to Third and want you to know that your children are precious to us!   
Our staff of both professional childcare workers and volunteers are here to serve your 
family in a safe, loving and Christ-centered environment.    

Nursery is provided for the 8:45 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. Sunday services. Childcare 
is available for all children aged Kindergarten and younger. First grade and above attend 
worship with their parents. For details on all Sunday school class offerings, pick up the Fall 
class brochure found near the doors.

A Wiggle Room is available if you prefer to have your child with you but he or she is a little 
too active or noisy to be in the service. The service is streamed into Room 124 so you can 
hear the sermon while you nurse or play with your baby/toddler. Room 124 is located in 
the connecting hall across from the Toddler Room 105 leading to the Student Ministry area. 

Please let us know if we can help familiarize you with all that is available at Third for 
your children. Contact Kathy White (kathyw@thirdrva.org) or Tracie Meadows 
(traciem@thirdrva.org). 
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THIS WEEK AT THIRD
Sunday, December 27 
9:45 a.m.-11:30 a.m. Weekly refreshments – Fellowship Hall

Monday, December 28
7:00 p.m.  Asia Prayer and Care Group – meets at Dave and Judy Skove’s home 

Thursday, December 31– Church Office closed 

Friday, January 1 – Church Office closed 
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A Covenant Order 
of Evangelical Presbyterians

804-282-4645  
500 Forest Ave.
Richmond, VA 23229
www.thirdrva.org 

LEARN MORE ABOUT THIRD

Welcome to Third! Visit www.thirdrva.org to learn more about the community and how you 
can connect. Worship preparation, sermon reflection notes, and sermon audio are posted 
weekly. You can also watch the sermon live on the “This Sunday” page. If you’d like to join a 
small group , find out how you can become a member ,   or find ways to serve,  please contact 
Beth Nichols at bethn@thirdrva.org. Also follow us on Facebook and Twitter for community 
updates. 

JOIN US FOR FELLOWSHIP TODAY! 

Our services are at 8:45 a.m.,10:00 a.m., and 11:15 a.m. on Sundays in the Sanctuary.  
Join us for a short time of communion and prayer every Sunday at 8:15 a.m. in Room 101. 
From 9:45-11:30 a.m. on Sunday mornings, stop by for a time of fellowship and 
refreshments, including Blanchard’s coffee, in the Fellowship Hall. 

Sanctuary

Fellowship
Hall

Forest Ave

Playground

Classrooms
(Upstairs

& Downstairs)

Worship
Services

Rm 101

Parlor

Student Ministry Area

Courtyard


