
Sunday | December 17, 2017

WE HAVE SEEN HIS GLORY 
Third Sunday of Advent 

"There is in fact no God behind the back of Jesus, 
no act of God other than the act of Jesus, 

no God but the God we see and meet in him.
 Jesus Christ is the open heart of God, the very love
 and life of God poured out to redeem humankind, 
the mighty hand and power of God stretched out to 
heal and save sinners. All things are in God’s hands,

 but the hands of God and the hands of Jesus,
 in life and in death, are the same.”

T.F. Torrance







Welcome! 
¡Bienvenido! 

We’re glad you’ve chosen to worship at Third! 
We look forward to meeting and getting to know you.
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Called together for the renewal of all things 
through Jesus Christ. 



Advent Sanctuary Decorations 

As followers of Jesus, we “tell time differently” with a calendar shaped by the story 
of God’s works of salvation and renewal.  Not only do we mark the seasons of the 
Christian year through the readings and music in our worship service, we also use colors 
and textures to enrich our space and experience of worship.

The Christian year begins with the season of Advent, when we begin a month-long vigil 
waiting for the arrival of Jesus, the Messiah, into our hurting world. The purple banners, 
bare branches, and other decorations adorning our Sanctuary reflect this season of 
longing for new life, helping us prepare to celebrate Christmas all the more. As the 
season has progressed, we've added greenery and other markers of God’s in-breaking 
love, including the “Chrismon” tree that represents the many names and symbols for Jesus 
used by the Church through the centuries.  On Christmas Eve we’ll replace the purple with 
banners and decorations in white and gold that will carry us into the new year and to 
Epiphany. 

Adorning the Sanctuary is the work of a multi-generational team of people from 6 to 65, 
and if you’re interested in being part of that effort, or would just like more information, 
please contact Holly Smith at hhovelsonsmith@gmail.com.
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GATHERING                   
God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
Prelude                                "Wake, Awake, For Night Is Flying"                     Jeff Hummel                                                                        
                                                                (Robert Hobby)  
                                                                                                 
Welcome and Announcements  

Musical Preparation for Worship         "Laudamus te  (We Praise Thee, Lord)"
                                                                                              Sue Kimball and Melanie Frazier

Laudamus te, benedicimus te, adoramus te, glorificamus te.
We praise thee, we bless thee, we worship thee, we glorify thee.
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     Call to Worship                                                               From Isaiah 2, 11 and 40

Leader: Advent means coming. 
We light these candles as a sign of the coming light of Christ. 

People: We are preparing ourselves for the days
when the nations shall beat their swords into plowshares, 
and their spears into pruning hooks; 

Leader: Nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war any more. 

People: The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, the leopard with the goat, 
Leader: The calf and the lion and the yearling together, 

and a little child shall lead them. 
People: Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be 

made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough 
places a plain. 

Leader: Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all people shall see it 
together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken. 

People: Let us walk in the light of the Lord.

 †          

The cross indicates standing, as you are able.  †          



Prayer of Adoration

    Songs of Praise        "Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise"       #62 in the Hymnal 
                                                     "Come Light Our Hearts" 

                                                                                             (See music on following pages)                                                           
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 †          
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IMMORTAL, INVISIBLE, GOD ONLY WISE

Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 
In light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 
Most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 
Almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise. 

Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, 
Nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might; 
Thy justice like mountains high soaring above 
Thy clouds, which are fountains of goodness and love. 

To all life thou givest, to both great and small; 
In all life thou livest, the true life of all; 
We blossom and flourish as leaves on the tree, 
And wither and perish--but naught changeth thee. 

Great Father of glory, pure Father of light, 
Thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight; 
All praise we would render; O help us to see 
‘Tis only the splendor of light hideth thee.



COME LIGHT OUR HEARTS  
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CONFESSING 
God invites us to be honest with him about ourselves. 

An Advent Lament

Leader: Lord, remember us;
have regard for your covenant.

People: We need your redemption. 

Leader: Where hands have 
brought about destruction, desolation, and desecration,
where words have
condemned, betrayed and deceived,
where silence has
concealed, isolated and ignored–

People: O come, Emmanuel.

Silent Reflection

Leader: Shine light in the dark places,
speak peace in the lands haunted by violence,
and ransom your people.

People: As we remember
your steadfast love and faithfulness,
we wait expectantly;
we rejoice at your coming.

Everyone sings: O come, let us adore him!
O come, let us adore him!
O come, let us adore him, 
Christ the Lord!
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Celebration of Baptism 
11:15 a.m. service                                                          Hannah Nelson "Nellie" Payne                                                                                                                            
                
Song                                                                    "The Lord Bless You and Keep You" 

The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make his face shine upon you. 
And give you peace, and give you peace, and give you peace forever. 

   

   Greeting of Peace   
   As a new spiritual family reconciled to one another through Christ, offer to one 

        another a sign of peace: a handshake, a hug, or even just a smile. You could say 
        something simple like “Peace be with you,” or just simply, “Peace.”

 †          
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THANKSGIVING  

Our Offerings
Pray for the Sydnor family and for their ministry of activating local churches for ministry to 
refugees.
                   
Offertory                             "Beautiful Things"         8:45 and 10:00 a.m. Girl's Ensemble

All this pain.
I wonder if I'll ever find my way?
I wonder if my life could really change
At all.

All this earth.
Could all that is lost ever be found?
Could a garden come up from this ground
At all?

Chorus
You make beautiful things,
You make beautiful things out of the dust.
You make beautiful things,
You make beautiful things out of us.

All around,
Hope is springing up from this old ground.
Out of chaos, life is being found
In you.

(Repeat Chorus)

You make me new, you are making me new.
You make me new, you are making me new.

(Repeat Chorus)
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                                                        "Bethlehem Wind"                11:15 a.m. Sanctuary Choir
                                                                 (Martin)

Blow, blow, Bethlehem wind, over the hills and the valleys.
Blow, blow, Bethlehem wind, God's promise of love and salvation.
Blow, blow, Spirit of Truth, carry the news of a Saviour.
Blow, blow, Spirit of God, preparing the world for God's Son.

Blow, blow, Bethlehem wind, carry the song of the angels.
Blow, blow, Bethlehem wind, move through the hearts of the nations.
Blow, blow, Spirit of Hope, scatter the leaves of our sorrow.
Blow, blow, Spirit of God, warm the whole world with your love.

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

   Gloria Patri                      #805 in the Hymnal
    Please stand as we sing to the Lord. 

        Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
        As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
        World without end. Amen, Amen. 

 †          
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PROCLAIMING
God speaks to us through his word.          

Scripture Readings                                                                                    John 1:14,18                                                                             

14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, 
the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.

18 No one has ever seen God, but the one and only Son, who is himself God and is in 
closest relationship with the Father, has made him known.

Leader:     This is the word of the Lord.
People:   Thanks be to God!   
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 Message: 
We Have Seen His Glory

+ Corey Widmer +
  

Notes:

________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________



RESPONDING
We respond to God’s word.                                                                                                

Prayer of Response         
                                

    Sing Together: 

         O come let us adore him, 
         O come let us adore him, 
         O come let us adore him, 
         Christ the Lord. 

         We give you all the glory, 
         We give you all the glory, 
         We give you all the glory,
         Christ the Lord. 
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Prayer Needs

For Health
Brenda Burgess, Sean Sanderson, Katie Bishop, Rick Hendrickson, JoeAnn Harlow, 
Dru Fitch, James Hildebrand, Frances Eichost, Dot Jones, Margaret Leith, Larry Dupree, 
Nick Jeffer, Kaye Phillips, Elaine Turner, Judy Clough, Gina Maio, Brad Bishop, Greyson 
Tate, Julie Walden, Amy Boyd, Jerry Ramsey, Charles Ellison, Lou Hanscom 

For Comfort 
Deaths – Frank Wilson and Lynley Steadman (brother, uncle, 12/1), Annhorner Truitt 
(brother, 11/24), Lauralee Allen (father, 11/13), Mark Williams (father), Greg Fischer 
(brother, 10/27), Dave Beckmann (father, 10/11), Eli Cox (mother, 10/8), Martha 
Schilthuis (husband Jack, 10/4), Rick Darby (stepmother, 10/2), Amy Whitaker 
(mother, 10/1)

For Metro Richmond 
We pray for the families of metropolitan Richmond: for the care and protection of infants, 
children and youth, and for the intimate knowledge that each one is a beloved child 
of God. 
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SENDING
God sends us into the world as his witnesses. 

   Song of Commission    
                                              "Hark! the Herald Angels Sing"            #171 in the Hymnal    

Hark! the herald angels sing,
"Glory to the newborn King:
Peace on earth, and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled!"
Joyful, all ye nations, rise,
Join the triumph of the skies;
With th'angelic hosts proclaim,
"Christ is born in Bethlehem!"

Refrain:  Hark! the herald angels sing,
   "Glory to the newborn King."

Christ, by highest heaven adored,
Christ, the everlasting Lord,
Late in time behold him come,
Offspring of the Virgin's womb:
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see;
Hail th'incarnate Deity,
Pleased as man with us to dwell,
Jesus, our Emmanuel. [Refrain]

Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace!
Hail the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings,
Risen with healing in his wings.
Mild he lays his glory by,
Born that we no more may die,
Born to raise us from the earth,
Born to give us second birth. [Refrain]

 †          
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  Commission                                                                   From 2 Corinthians 3:17-18

Leader: Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.

People: And we all, who with unveiled faces behold the Lord’s glory, 
are being transformed into his image with ever-increasing glory, 
which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit. 

  Benediction                                                  

Postlude                                             "People, Look East"                                 Jeff Hummel 
                                                                 (Kristina Langlois)                                                                                                
                                                                                                                                                      
              
                      

SERVICE NOTES 
Today we celebrate the baptism of Hannah Nelson "Nellie" Payne, daughter of 
Becca and Chris Payne. Relatives present today are Raymond and Anne Huston Parker, 
Mike and Debbie Payne, Clair and Jesse Isenberg (Sam), Annie Frazier (Riley) and Liza 
Kimbrough, Erica Moore, Kat Moore and Tara Crisinati. Elder representing the Session 
by holding the font is Mark Sprinkle. Prayer sponsor is Tracie Meadows. 

Today's flowers are given in honor of our mission partners the Sydnor family and for 
their ministry of activating local churches for ministry to refugees.

 †   
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BUDGET UPDATE - DECEMBER 17

With two Sundays in December behind us, 
we have received $2,865,323 on a budget 
of $3,381,230. Please consider fulfilling your 
giving pledge early this month or perhaps 
giving a little extra as God directs you—doing 
so would help Third reach our year-end giving 
goal. 

A heartfelt thank you to so many for your 
faithful giving to Third in the last several weeks. 
We are excited to see how God continues to 
bless Third through your giving, to help us meet 
our annual budget and position us well for 
next year. We are also greatly encouraged by 
your generous pledges for 2018 and grateful 
for your commitment and generosity to Third.
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Total 2017 Budgeted Giving: 
$3,381,230

YTD Actual 
Giving                   
$2,865,323

84%
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2017 STEWARDSHIP SEASON

The Grace of Giving: Faith Commitments 
As we remember God’s grace this past year and the many years before, we look 
forward to this next year. Please be in prayer for the Lord’s leading as to how you will 
support Third’s ministry in 2018. In November, we as a church family made our 
financial commitments to the church for the year to come. Pray with us, and if you’re a 
part of this church family, join us in celebrating God’s great grace as we make our faith 
commitments for 2018. You can find these cards in the pews, and can drop them in the 
offering plate or at our church office. 

2018 PROPOSED THIRD CHURCH BUDGET
Giving Budget of $3.83M

Personnel

Pastoral & 
Ministries

Operations

Missions

Debt
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NEWS & EVENTS
Year-End Giving Notice 
If you would like to send in any year-end gifts at the end of December, please note that 
our office will be closed after 12:00 noon on December 29. If you would like, you can 
drop off gifts at the office before then, give during Sunday’s services, or use the online 
giving tool: thirdrva.org/generosity. 

Newcomers Class – January 14, 19-20
Interested in learning more about Third or exploring membership? We’d love to get to 
know you and provide an opportunity for you to learn about Third’s vision for worship, 
discipleship, community, serving and outreach at our Newcomers class, and at the end of 
the class, you'll have an opportunity to become a covenant partner of our church 
family. For more info and to sign up, visit: thirdrva.org/newcomers. 

Men’s New Year's Dinner – Tuesday, January 2, 6:30 p.m. 
Join us as our friend Tommy Thompson shares with us at our annual Men's New Year's 
Dinner. We'll have a time for dinner, Tommy's message, and just an opportunity for guys 
to meet and visit. Sign up ($5) at: thirdrva.org/events. Questions? Contact Tom Barila: 
tomb@thirdrva.org.



Christmas Eve at Third Church
Sunday, December 24

We invite you to bring your friends and family to worship the newborn King on 
Christmas Eve. We will hold four Christmas Eve services in the evening, and will 
hold one regular Sunday morning worship service at 10:00 a.m.

Christmas Eve – Sunday Morning
10:00 a.m. — Worship service featuring a homily from Rick Hutton 

and a special musical piece, Vivaldi’s "Gloria" (about 20 minutes in length).

Christmas Eve – Sunday Evening
4:00 p.m., 6:00 p.m., 8:00 p.m. – Candlelight services in the Sanctuary

10:00 p.m. – Candlelight and Communion service in the Sanctuary

What to expect: As a church, we greatly value intergenerational worship, so it's 
important to us that we all worship together on this sacred evening. During the 4:00 and 
6:00 p.m. services, we will make a special effort to include children in the service, but 
otherwise, the services will be identical. We encourage you to bring friends, family, and 
neighbors. We look forward to worshipping with you and celebrating the newborn King!  

Childcare available in 4:00 and 6:00 p.m. services for infants and toddlers; children are 
encouraged to join their parents in the service. A comfortable and festive Wiggle Room 
will be available across the courtyard from the Sanctuary, with the service streamed, if 
parents need to step out with their children. 
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POINSETTIA LIST FOR 2017 

Carolyn Oakley, in loving memory of loved ones. 

Agnes Smith, in loving memory of her husband, Doug Smith. 

Agnes Smith, in gratitude to God for our church family. 

Janet and Bruce Kay, in memory of loved ones. 

Rick and Sue Hendrickson, in memory of loved ones. 

Sarah Winfield, in loving memory of her parents, Jean and Bob Winfield.

Jim and Liz Slate, in memory of our loved ones.

Jim and Liz Slate, in celebration of our family.

Matt, Gina, Davis and Mary Dryden Maio, in loving memory of Mary Jay Davis, 
Grandma Bird.  

Elizabeth Conner, in memory of her father, W. S. Conner.

Debby Kay, in memory of her mother and father, Constance and Robert Kay. 

Kathy and Jimey Ames, to the glory of God. 

Marlene and Gary Short, in memory of Steve Keister, Marlene’s brother, 
and Alpha Fess, Marlene’s mother and Martha Short, Gary’s mother. 
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SUNDAY ADULT DISCIPLESHIP CLASSES
Join us for our Sunday morning discipleship classes for adults during the 
10:00 a.m. hour. 

Our Advent series offers a few short-term classes, meeting for the last time this morning, 
December 17. Join us!

Questions? Contact Tom Barila (tomb@thirdrva.org). 

          Gospel of Luke: 
          An Advent Study
          Room 101
          Wouldn't you like to know with 
          "certainty of the things you have    
          been taught" about the Christmas  
          story? That's what we hope to do 
          in this series as we explore in 
          depth the first two chapters of 
          the Gospel of Luke.

      The Common Rule: Advent Edition
      Room 217
      The Common Rule is a set of daily and 
      weekly habits designed to form in us  
      the love of God and neighbor. Join 
      us as we discuss the Advent edition of 
      the Common Rule.

          
          The Coming of Our King:
          An Advent Study Exploring     
          the Reality of Jesus Christ
          Room 213
          The term Advent comes from 
          the Latin word adventus, which 
          means “coming.” We enter this 
          season as a community waiting 
          expectantly and happily for the 
          return of Christ. Come and see 
          how Jesus the Messiah was 
          foretold from the past and how 
          the risen Christ is incarnate today 
          around the world.

      
       Guide, Guard, and Grow:
       An Equipping Time for Parents
       Fellowship Hall 
       We will offer a time for parents to 
       meet and support one another as we  
       learn from our guest speaker. This 
       informal setting is perfect for those of 
       you who want to jump in and hear 
       about these time-sensitive topics.
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Sunday morning student ministry 
Join us for food, solid teaching, and great people as we grow together in God’s word. 
 600 Forest Avenue, Student Ministry Area 
 10:00-11:00 a.m. for all students in 7th-12th grade. 

Sunday evening student ministry 
Join us from 7:00 – 8:30 p.m in the Fellowship Hall. 

Questions? Contact Rick (rickh@thirdrva.org) or Andrea (andreaw@thirdrva.org). 

STUDENT MINISTRY 
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY - SUNDAY MORNING
DURING THE 10:00 A.M. SERVICE: Sunday School is available for all children and 
students. See below for room locations for all Sunday School classes:   

DURING 8:45 AND 11:15 A.M. SERVICES: Childcare is available for all children 
aged Kindergarten and younger. First grade and above attend worship with their parents.

A Wiggle Room is available if you prefer to have your child with you but he or she 
is a little too active or noisy to be in the service. You'll be able to watch the service via 
streaming. The room is across the courtyard and directly up the stairs, Room 226. 

Please let us know if we can help familiarize you with all that is available at Third for 
your children. Contact Kathy White (kathyw@thirdrva.org) or Tracie Meadows (traciem@
thirdrva.org).
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AGE ROOM

Infants, toddlers, 2 year olds (Little Lambs) All on the 1st floor

Little Lions - Young 3s Room 223

Little Monkeys - Older 3s, Young 4s Room 204

Little Eagles - Older 4s Room 202

Kindergarten Room 227

1st Grade Room 220

2nd Grade Room 221

3rd Grade Room 201

4th Grade Room 209

5th and 6th Grade Basement

Middle and High School Meet in Student Ministry Area



THIS WEEK AT THIRD
Sunday, December 17
8:45, 10:00, 11:15 a.m. Worship services – Sanctuary
10:00 a.m. Welcome Coffee – Parlor 

Monday, December 18
7:00 p.m. Kingdom Knitters – Parlor 

Thursday, December 21
7:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir rehearsal – Choir Room 

Friday, December 22 - Church Office Closed 
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A Covenant Order 
of Evangelical Presbyterians

Third Church 
804-282-4645  
500 Forest Ave.
Richmond, VA 23229
www.thirdrva.org 

LEARN MORE ABOUT THIRD
Welcome to Third! We’re so glad you’re here. We’d love to get to know you and for you to 
learn more about our community. We have a couple opportunities for you to connect with us 
and help you find out more about Third.
• Sign up for our ministry emails: thirdrva.org/signup 
• Pick up Third Press: Our monthly newsletter can be found around the church. 
• Follow us on Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram: @thirdrva  
• Today! Welcome Coffee: 10:00 a.m. in the Parlor. The place to start to learn more 

about Third! 

SUNDAY MORNINGS AT THIRD
If you need help or have any questions at any point on a Sunday morning, look for 
individuals wearing carnations or yellow name badges. They’re here to help answer 
questions, find you seats, and guide you around our building.  

Sanctuary

Fellowship
Hall

Forest Ave

Playground

Classrooms
(Upstairs

& Downstairs)

Worship
Services

Room 101

Parlor

Courtyard

Parking Lot

To 
Parking Lot


