
Sunday | December 13, 2015

THE SONG OF THE KING
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

“Was there a moment, known only to God, when all the 
stars held their breath, when the galaxies paused in their 

dance for a fraction of a second, and the Word, who had 
called it all into being, went with all his love into the womb 
of a young girl, and the universe started to breathe again, 

and the ancient harmonies resumed their song, and the 
angels clapped their hands for joy?”

 Madeleine L’Engle
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Welcome! 
Bienvenido! 

We’re glad you’ve chosen to worship at Third! 
We look forward to meeting and getting to know you.

Third Church exists to spread the gospel and seek 
the Shalom of metro Richmond and the world through 

a movement of communities and congregations, 
welcoming people of all cultures to the glory of Jesus Christ. 
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GATHERING                   
God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.

Prelude                                                                                                 “Noel X” – Jeff Hummel 
                                                                                                                                  (Louis Daquin)
                                                                                                                           
Welcome and Preparation   

Preparation 

Leader:     Let’s prepare our hearts to worship the living God, for “The Lord is in his holy 
                  temple; let all the earth be silent before him” (Habakkuk 2:20).
People:   Amen.

A period of silence is kept.                                                                                                                                 

      Call to Worship                From Isaiah 49:6

Leader:  Jesus said, “I am the light of the world; the one who follows me will not walk 
in darkness but have the light of life.” 

Everyone: We look in hope for the coming light of Christ.
Leader: The Lord says to his servant, “It is too small a thing that you should be my 

servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to restore the survivors of Israel; 
I will give you as a light to the nations, that my salvation may reach to the end 
of the earth.” 

Everyone: Come, Lord Jesus, our light and our salvation!
                                                                                                                                                              
      Opening Prayer  

       Song of Praise                    “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” – #135 in the Hymnal                                                    
                                                      
                                                                         
 

 †

 The cross indicates standing, as you are able.  †
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CONFESSING 

God invites us to be honest with him about ourselves. 

Confession of Sin

Everyone:   God of mercy and wonders, shed your light upon the darkness of 
                       our hearts and prepare us to receive you anew.  Forgive our 
                       slowness to trust you and grant us joy in your promises. 
 

Silent Confession

Words of Comfort and Forgiveness                            
Leader:    May almighty God, who sent his Son into the world to save sinners, bring you his 
                 pardon and peace, now and forever. 
People:  Amen.

Greeting of Peace

Announcements 

            
Installation of Trustees 
11:15 Service Only 

Doug Kinard, Willson Brockenbrough, Andrew Moore, John Robertson
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PROCLAIMING
God speaks to us through his word. 

Prayer of Illumination 

Scripture Reading                                                                                       Luke 1:36-55                                                
36 “Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to 
be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. 37 For no word from God will ever fail.”
38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” Then the angel 
left her. 39 At that time Mary got ready and hurried to a town in the hill country of Judea, 
40 where she entered Zechariah’s home and greeted Elizabeth. 41 When Elizabeth heard Mary’s 
greeting, the baby leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. 
42 In a loud voice she exclaimed: “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the child 
you will bear! 43 But why am I so favored, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? 
44 As soon as the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. 
45 Blessed is she who has believed that the Lord would fulfill his promises to her!” 
46 And Mary said:
“My soul glorifies the Lord
47   and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
48 for he has been mindful
    of the humble state of his servant.
From now on all generations will call me blessed,
49     for the Mighty One has done great things for me—
    holy is his name.
50 His mercy extends to those who fear him,
    from generation to generation.
51 He has performed mighty deeds with his arm;
    he has scattered those who are proud in their inmost thoughts.
52 He has brought down rulers from their thrones
    but has lifted up the humble.
53 He has filled the hungry with good things
    but has sent the rich away empty.
54 He has helped his servant Israel,
    remembering to be merciful
55 to Abraham and his descendants forever,
    just as he promised our ancestors.”

Leader:     This is the word of the Lord.
People:   Thanks be to God! 



Message:  

+ The Song of the King +
Corey Widmer 

Notes:
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RESPONDING
We respond to God’s word. 
                                      Offertory 

Musical Response                                 “Gloria”                Choir, Brass, Organ and Timpani                                                
                                                                                                                                           (John Rutter)
                                                                      
1.  Allegro vivace 
2.  Andante                    Trio: Lyric Hassler, Melanie Frazier, Sue Kimball
3.  Vivace et ritmico 

Gloria 

        I. Gloria in excelsis Deo,   Glory be to God on high,
 et in terra pax     and on earth peace, 
 hominibus bonae voluntatis.  goodwill towards men. 
 Laudamus te, benedicimus te,   We praise Thee, we bless Thee, 
 adoramus te, glorificamus te.   We worship Thee, we glorify Thee. 
 Gratias agimus tibi   We give thanks to Thee for
 propter magnam gloriam tuam. Thy great glory. 

       II. Domine Deus, Rex caelestis,   O Lord God, heavenly King,
 Deus Pater omnipotens.   God the Father Almighty,
 Domine Fili unigenite, Jesu Christe. O Lord, the only begotten Son, Jesus Christ,
 Domine Deus, Agnus Dei, Filius Patris. O Lord God, the Lamb of God, Son of the Father
 Qui tollis peccata mundi,   That takest away the sins of the world, 
 miserere nobis;    have mercy upon us.
 Qui tollis peccata mundi,   Thou that takest away the sins of the world,
 suscipe deprecationem nostram. receive our prayer.
 Qui sedes ad dexteram Patris,  Thou that sittest at the right hand of the Father,
 miserere nobis.    have mercy upon us. 

      III. Quoniam tu solus sanctus,  For Thou only art holy,
 tu solus Dominus,   Thou only art the Lord,
 tu solus altissimus,   Thou only art most high,
 Jesu Christe.    Jesus Christ.
 Cum sancto Spiritu   With the Holy Spirit,
 in gloria Dei Patris. Amen.  in the glory of God the Father. Amen.   



Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer

Leader:    Heavenly Father, we thank you and praise you for the songs of glory that you 
                 inspire in all your saints. Let our own souls be filled with songs of praise as 
                 we contemplate the wonder of Christ’s coming. 
                 Lord, in your mercy,
People:  Hear our prayer.

Leader:     Lord Jesus Christ, you are the King of the nations who brings down the proud and 
                  exalts the humble.  May rulers stand before you in silence, and may your justice 
                  and peace prevail in this aching world.
      Lord, in your mercy,
People:   Hear our prayer.

Leader:     Holy Spirit, on this National Refugee Sunday, please come alongside the millions 
                  in our world who are displaced and desperate. Give shelter to the wandering, 
                  protection for the vulnerable, and justice for the oppressed. 
                  Lord, in your mercy,
People:   Hear our prayer.

And for what else should we pray?

Members of the congregation may add their own intercessions at this time, ending with
“Lord, in your mercy” and all responding, “Hear our prayer.” 

Now gathering our prayers into one, let us pray boldly as our Savior has taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory for ever. Amen. 



Prayer Needs

For Health
Nancy Cunningham, Tom Tullidge, June Keller, Mary Cox, Frances Eichost, Vickie O’Dell, 
Margaret Leith, Dabney Harvey, Eileen Raynor, Pam Padgett, Lou Hanscom, Carol Holt, 
Celeste Reynolds, Gretchen Gravely, Betty and Joe Cox, Pam Rambo, Jared Armistead 

For Comfort 
Deaths – Libbie Davis (11/27), Jennifer deCerff (father, 11/24), David Morris (mother-
in-law, 11/24), Mary Howard (11/18), Diane Atkinson (mother, 11/3), Michael Phillips 
(grandmother, 10/31), Mark Grubbs (father, 10/27), Jennifer Parham (father, 10/7), 
Karen Fite (father, 10/6), Frank Wilson (sister, 10/4)

For Metro Richmond
We pray for the families of metropolitan Richmond: for persons who are lonely or have no 
family; for persons who are estranged from their families; for persons who are grieving the 
loss of a loved one; and for all who need to feel the love of God.  

For Our Nation and the World
Uzbekistan, Vanuatu, Venezuela, Vietnam
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SENDING
God sends us into the world as his witnesses. 

      Song of Commission        “Angels We Have Heard on High” – #152 in the Hymnal                                                                                              

      Commission                                                                                         2 Peter 3:13-15

Leader:    In accordance with his promise, we wait for new heavens and a new earth, 
                where righteousness is at home. Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these 
    things, strive to be found by him at peace, without spot or blemish; and regard the 
                patience of our Lord as salvation.  
All:          Come, Lord Jesus, come!
                                         
 
      Benediction
                                                                                                    
Postlude                                                                “O Come, All Ye Faithful” – Jeff Hummel                           
11:15 Service                                                                                             (Michael Burkhardt)                                                                                                                       

 †  
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Program Notes

Gloria was composed in 1974 by British composer John Rutter.  The work is in three parts. It 
begins with brilliant fanfares from the brass. The choir reaffirms the praise of the brass with a 
well known phrase: Gloria in excelsis Deo, “Glory to God in the highest.”  Et in terra pax, 
“And on earth, peace.” The entire first section is a series of phrases, many taken directly from 
the Psalms, which express both our praise and gratitude to God. This dialogue between the 
brass and the choir continues to an exciting conclusion.

The second section is more mysterious in nature with beautiful articulations from the pipe 
organ. The text affirms the work of Jesus Christ as the “Lamb of God who takes away the 
sins of the world.” It builds to a massive crescendo of praise: Rex caelestis, “heavenly King,” 
followed by a prayer for mercy.

The third movement returns to the dialogue of praise between the choir and brass. The text 
affirms the Trinitarian nature of God with a benediction: “Thou only are most high, Jesus 
Christ. With the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.” Perhaps Rutter chose Latin as the 
language of his first Christmas work because it is the root of so many other languages and 
was used in the days of the earthly life of Christ. He closes, however, with an ancient Hebrew 
word, Amen, the word that has no equal in emphasis for matters of faith. Amen – “So be it”.

Musicians
Trumpets: Matthew Bruins, James Minnix, Jimmy Pennington, Celeste Walker
Trombones: Peter Pettit, Jeff Price, Doug Macomber
Tuba: Paul Turner
Percussion: Allen Sleeman
Organ: Jeff Hummel
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SERVICE NOTES

Each of the Chrismons (Christ-monograms) on our Sanctuary tree has a special 
significance. Can you find the ones described here? 

Fish. In the early days of Christianity, this was a symbol that secretly identified believers to 
one another.  The Greek word IXѲYS means fish.  These five letters are also the first letters in 
the phrase Jesus Christ God’s Son Savior in Greek. 
Crown.  The crown is a symbol of power and authority.  Jesus will reign as “King of kings 
and Lord of lords” (Revelation 19:16).

Triangle and trefoil (shamrock) combination. These both represent the Trinity: Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit.

Today’s flowers are given in honor of our mission partners Tim Mitchell and wife Kim who 
do church planting and share the gospel among those who have not heard the good news 
of Jesus in Uzbekistan, most of whom have Muslim backgrounds.

Having difficulty hearing? See one of our ushers to use a hearing assistance device.
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NEWS 

Stop Hunger Now – Gift Card Drive  
Join in our goal of raising $29,000 – the equivalent of 100,000 meals – for Stop Hunger 
Now on January 23. Donate in honor of family or friends and receive a Christmas gift card 
to give them. Donate and sign up to serve at Stop Hunger Now on Sunday mornings in the 
Fellowship Hall or Steeple Corridor, or go online and pick up your card(s) on Sunday morning. 

Volunteer Ushers Needed for Sunday Morning Services! 
The Hospitality Committee is looking for additional ushers beginning in January who can 
serve at one service a month. It’s a great way to get to know members of the church and to 
demonstrate a welcoming spirit to newcomers. Interested? Contact the Hospitality Committee 
lead, David Campbell (davpcampbell@outlook.com or 241-6735).

Third Church Office Hours – Holiday Season 
The Third Church offices will be closed for Christmas on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day, 
December 24-25. We will also be closed on New Year’s Eve and New Year’s Day, 
December 31 and January 1. Any year-end contributions can be made online 
(www.thirdrva.org/generosity/) or dropped off at the offices by December 30. 

Relationships in Peace Ministry
If you are experiencing a relationship impasse or need someone to walk beside you through a 
difficult relational situation or conflict, please contact us.  We’re here to help.  Learn about this 
Third care ministry at www.thirdrva.org/partners/relationships-in-peace.  For assistance: 
RelationshipsInPeace.ThirdRVA@gmail.com or call Margie Satterfield, (804) 819-0260.

       



EVENTS
For more information on classes, events and ministries, come to the Fellowship Hall from
9:45-11:30 a.m., visit our website or find more information at kiosks throughout the 
building. 

Christmas Eve Services at Third – 4:00, 6:30, 8:30, and 11:00 p.m. 
We’d love for you, your family, and your friends to join us on Christmas Eve at one of our four 
services. During the 4:00 p.m. service, children will be invited to participate in a live Nativity. 
Come dressed as shepherd, angel, wise man, or animal to be a part!

Dinner 8’s is returning in January! 
Want to meet more folks at Third over a good meal? With Dinner 8’s, you’re placed in a 
supper group that meets monthly from January through April. Dinners are held in homes or 
restaurants. Sign up at thirdRVA.org/registrations, or pick up a registration form at Third and 
put it in the offering plate. Questions? Allene Brown (allenedbrown@gmail.com or 
441-1668). 

Commonwealth Prayer Breakfast – Jan. 13, 7 a.m., Richmond Convention Center
Tickets for the 50th Annual Commonwealth Prayer Breakfast are now available. The speaker 
this year is Ravi Zacharias, a widely respected evangelist, author, and teacher. Buy tickets 
online ($35/each) at commonwealthprayerbreakfast.org. Questions: vacpb@aol.com.  
 
Men! Save the Dates
Bimonthly dinner: January 5, from 6:00-8:00 p.m.
Join us as Tommy Thompson shares his annual New Year’s message. This year’s theme: 
Becoming and Being Christ’s Men. Dinner catered by Alfreda Beach. Register now ($5): 
thirdrva.org/registrations. 

Annual Men’s Retreat
February 5-6, in the RVA area. 
Back by popular demand: Jerry Leachman, a former chaplain for the Washington Redskins. 
More info coming soon. 
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SUNDAY ADULT DISCIPLESHIP
Sunday Morning Discipleship Fellowship Classes (10:00 –11:00 a.m.)
 
Sermon Chat: New location!  Join us in Room 207, which is conveniently located next to 
our 2nd floor coffee area.  We are your impromptu destination “drop-in” class. We’ll discuss 
the scriptures and the sermon’s main themes in an engaging venue.

To learn more about our other discipleship/fellowship classes, please visit our 
website or see the “Fall Season” pamphlet (located in the media racks) to read about all the 
study options, serving opportunities, and ways to be with your community. Please contact 
Tom Barila (tomb@thirdrva.org) for questions or details.

STUDENT MINISTRY 
Sunday Morning Ministry  
600 Forest Ave., Student Ministry Area

10:00-11:00 a.m. For all students in 7th-12th grade.

Sunday Evening Ministry  
600 Forest Ave., Fellowship Hall and Basement
7:00-8:30 p.m.  For all students in 7th-12th grade.

For more information on upcoming student ministry events and how you can get involved, 
contact Rick Hutton (rickh@thirdrva.org) or Andrea Woie (andreaw@thirdrva.org). 
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY - SUNDAY MORNING
We welcome you to Third and want you to know that your children are precious to us!   
Our staff of both professional childcare workers and volunteers are here to serve your 
family in a safe, loving and Christ-centered environment.    

Nursery is provided for the 8:45 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. Sunday services. Sunday 
school is at 10:00 a.m. Childcare is available for all children aged Kindergarten and 
younger. First grade and above attend worship with their parents. For details on all Sunday 
school class offerings, pick up the Fall class brochure found near the doors.

A Wiggle Room is available if you prefer to have your child with you but he or she is a little 
too active or noisy to be in the service. The service is streamed into Room 124 so you can 
hear the sermon while you nurse or play with your baby/toddler. Room 124 is located in 
the connecting hall across from the Toddler Room 105 leading to the Student Ministry area. 

Please let us know if we can help familiarize you with all that is available at Third for 
your children. Contact Kathy White (kathyw@thirdrva.org) or Tracie Meadows 
(traciem@thirdrva.org). 
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THIS WEEK AT THIRD
Sunday, December 13 
9:45 a.m.-11:30 a.m. Weekly refreshments – Fellowship Hall
12:30 p.m. Care and Cards meeting – Room 209 
7:00 p.m. Student Ministry gathering – Fellowship Hall and Basement  

Monday, December 14
7:00 p.m. Monthly Evening Study – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue
7:00 p.m. Missions Committee meeting – Upstairs Conference Room, 500 Forest Avenue 
7:00 p.m. Kingdom Knitters – Parlor 

Tuesday, December 15
9:00 a.m. Kingdom Knitters – Parlor 
9:15 a.m. Weekly Group, “The Armor of God” – Room 213 
9:30 a.m. Weekly Morning Mothers Together – Fellowship Hall 
6:00 p.m. Session Meeting – at Annhorner Truitt’s home 
6:15 p.m. Monthly Dinner Group – Kitchen at 500 Forest Avenue 

Wednesday, December 16
6:00 p.m. Handbell rehearsal – Choir Room 
6:45 p.m. Alleluia choir rehearsal – Choir Room 
7:00 p.m. Praise band rehearsal – Sanctuary  
7:30 p.m. Third Brass rehearsal – Choir Room 
 
Thursday, December 17
5:00 p.m. Praise Band rehearsal – Sanctuary
7:00 p.m. Choir rehearsal – Choir Room 
7:00 p.m. Needle’s Eye Young Professionals Grp. – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue

Friday, December 18
8:30 a.m. Europe Care and Prayer Group meeting – at Carolyn Oakley’s home 
9:00 a.m. Emotional Eating Group – Knox Room, 500 Forest Avenue
5:30 p.m. Martin/Cunigan wedding rehearsal – Sanctuary 
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Budget Update

Year-to-date giving through November 2015 
is $2,237,000, which represents 81% of our 
annual giving plan. As a reference point, through 
November 2014, we had collected 77% of what 
was our full year 2014 giving budget.  Also in 
2014, close to 18% of our actual giving was 
collected during December.  

We continue to trail year-to-date budgeted 
giving by $45,000 – however, through God’s 
grace and provision, our full year giving plan of 
$2,772,000 still looks within reach!    

2016 Faith Commitment Update
We are seven weeks into our 2016 faith 
commitment pledge season.  While total pledge 
cards received (250) are below last year’s total 
(270) – based on the same seven-week period – 
total pledged dollars are up $71,000 or 4%. The 
shortfall in pledge cards received is due, in part, 
to last year’s intentional pledge focus preparing 
for the change in senior pastor.  

God is working in wonderful ways at Third!  The 
average pledge amount has increased 12% 
versus last year and 22% of our pledges are 
from members that have historically not submitted 
pledges.  If you have not already submitted your 
pledge for 2016, we encourage you to do so as 
a commitment of faith and to help Third Church 
plan its ministry resources and programs for 
2016.   

We give praise for God’s faithfulness and gen-
erosity and invite you to pray that our financial 
gifts will empower Third’s ministry and mission 
at Forest Avenue, in Richmond and around the 
world.  Your gifts have Kingdom impact.

     Pledges (#)         Pledges ($)
    vs. 2015 final       vs. 2015 final
  
             87%                97%
  
 % of pledges (#) % increase in avg.
from new pledgers    pledge amount
  
             22%                 12%

2015 Giving Plan $2,772,000

81%

YTD 
Budgeted 
Giving 
$2,281,000 

           → YTD Giving 
$2,237,000

←
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A Covenant Order 
of Evangelical Presbyterians

804-282-4645  
500 Forest Ave.
Richmond, VA 23229
www.thirdrva.org 

LEARN MORE ABOUT THIRD

Welcome to Third! Visit www.thirdrva.org to learn more about the community and how you 
can connect. Worship preparation, sermon reflection notes, and sermon audio are posted 
weekly. You can also watch the sermon live on the “This Sunday” page. If you’d like to join a 
small group , find out how you can become a member ,   or find ways to serve,  please contact 
Beth Nichols at bethn@thirdrva.org. Also follow us on Facebook and Twitter for community 
updates. 

JOIN US FOR FELLOWSHIP TODAY! 

Our services are at 8:45 a.m.,10:00 a.m., and 11:15 a.m. on Sundays in the Sanctuary.  
Join us for a short time of communion and prayer every Sunday at 8:15 a.m. in Room 101. 
From 9:45-11:30 a.m. on Sunday mornings, stop by for a time of fellowship and 
refreshments, including Blanchard’s coffee, in the Fellowship Hall. 

Sanctuary

Fellowship
Hall

Forest Ave

Playground

Classrooms
(Upstairs

& Downstairs)

Worship
Services

Rm 101

Parlor

Student Ministry Area

Courtyard


