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HE CAME FROM THE FATHER
Christmas Eve  

“Was there a moment, known only to God, when all the 
stars held their breath, when the galaxies paused in their 

dance for a fraction of a second, and the Word, who had 
called it all into being, went with all his love into the womb 
of a young girl, and the universe started to breathe again, 

and the ancient harmonies resumed their song, and the 
angels clapped their hands for joy?”

                     Madeleine L’Engle







Welcome! 
¡Bienvenido! 

We’re glad you’ve chosen to worship at Third! 
We look forward to meeting and getting to know you.
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Called together for the renewal of all things 
through Jesus Christ. 



Sanctuary Decorations 

As followers of Jesus, we “tell time differently” with a calendar shaped by the story of 
God’s works of salvation and renewal.  Not only do we mark the seasons of the 
Christian year through the readings and music in our worship service, we also use colors 
and textures to enrich our space and experience of worship.

Having completed the month-long Advent season of waiting for the arrival of Jesus, the 
Messiah, now we joyfully celebrate the arrival of our Savior and King with banners and 
decorations of white and gold, along with greenery that reminds of the new and 
everlasting life found in Christ. 

Adorning the sanctuary is the work of a multi-generational team of people from 6 to 65, 
and if you’re interested in being part of that effort, or would just like more information, 
please contact Holly Smith.
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GATHERING                   
God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
Prelude                                              "What Child Is This?"                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                                  
Welcome and Greeting   

Preparation for Worship                           
                                             

    Gathering Song                    "O Come, All Ye Faithful"           #173 in the Hymnal   
                        

Lighting of the Christ Cande                                          From Isaiah 9:2 and John 1:14 

Leader: The people walking in darkness have seen a great light;
People: On those living in the land of the shadow of death 

a light has dawned.
Leader: The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.
People: We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, 

who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

Prayer of Adoration 

Songs                              "Once in Royal David’s City"                          #161 in the Hymnal 
                                                                                                                              Verse 1, Solo
                Verses 2-4, Everyone   

                                    "Angels We Have Heard On High"                     #152 in the Hymnal 

                                                 "Joy to the World!"                                   #146 in the Hymnal 
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 †          

The cross indicates standing, as you are able.  †          



Children’s Nativity Story  
4:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m.

    Greeting of Peace
    As a new spiritual family reconciled to one another through Christ, offer to one 

          another a sign of peace: a handshake, a hug, or even just a smile. You could say 
          something simple like “Peace be with you,” or just simply, “Peace.”

Offertory                                  "He Is Born, the Divine Christ Child"
4:00 p.m. 

Offertory                                                  "O Holy Night"
6:00, 8:00 and 10:00 p.m.

O holy night, the stars are brightly shining;
It is the night of the dear Savior’s birth!
Long lay the world in sin and error pining,
Till he appeared and the soul felt its worth.
A thrill of hope, the weary soul rejoices,
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn.
Fall on your knees!  O hear the angel voices!
O night divine!  O night when Christ was born! 
O night, O holy night, O night divine!

Truly he taught us to love one another;
His law is love and his gospel is peace.
Chains shall he break, for the slave is our brother,
And in his Name all oppression shall cease.
Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we,
Let all within us praise his holy Name!
Christ is the Lord!  O praise his name forever!
His pow’r and glory evermore proclaim!
His pow’r and glory evermore proclaim!

 †
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PROCLAIMING
God speaks to us through his word.          

Scripture Readings                                                                           John 1:1-5, 10-14 

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; without 
him nothing was made that has been made. 4 In him was life, and that life was the light 
of humanity. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

10 He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did 
not recognize him. 11 He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive 
him. 12 Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the 
right to become children of God— 13 children born not of natural descent, nor of
human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.

14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, 
the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.

                                                                        
Leader:     This is the word of the Lord.
People:   Thanks be to God!   
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 Christmas Reflection: 
He Came From the Father 

+ Corey Widmer +
  

Notes:

________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________



The Lord’s Supper
10:00 p.m. service 

Leader:       Lift up your hearts!
People:     We lift them up to the Lord.
Leader:       Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All:             It is right to give our thanks and praise.

The Lord’s Supper
The Lord’s Supper, or Communion, is one of the two sacraments we celebrate (the other is 
baptism). It is one of the most important things we do when we gather together, because 
the bread and juice are concrete signs of what Jesus has done for us on the cross. When 
we come forward to receive them, we believe that Jesus is actually present through the 
Holy Spirit, extending his grace and forgiveness to us.

We welcome anyone to the table who is willing to forsake their sin and trust in Jesus Christ 
for salvation. If you are not able to receive Communion, we invite you to use this time to 
meditate on one of the following prayers:

Prayer of Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus, you claim to be the Way, the Truth and the Life. Help me to be undaunted by 
the cost of following you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is true, 
please guide me, teach me, and open me to the reality of who you are. Lead me into the 
light and life you promise. Amen.

Prayer of Belief
Lord Jesus Christ, I admit that I am more blind and sinful than I ever dared admit, but 
through you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared hope. I thank you for 
paying my debt on the cross, taking what I deserved in order to offer me complete 
acceptance. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and 
receive you as Savior and Lord. Amen.

– Adapted from prayers written by Rev. Scot Sherman, Redeemer Presbyterian Church.
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Songs for Meditation                                                                                                             
                                                                                                   

                                                  Sleeping Adonai (Lord)               Peyton Meadows, solo
                                                               (Sorenson)

Born upon this midnight clear, sleeping Adonai.
Calm the waves then calm my fears, sleeping Adonai.
Mild you lay your glory by, born that man no more may die.
Maker of the earth and sky, sleeping Adonai, sleeping Adonai.

Cast out sin and enter in, sleeping Adonai.
Cleanse the leper, cleanse my sin, sleeping Adonai.
Rule the world with truth and grace, Savior of this fallen race.
In our hearts you'll find a place, sleeping Adonai, sleeping Adonai.

Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah, Adonai.
At your manger I will praise you, Adonai.

Crowned by light of Christmas star, sleeping Adonai.
Heal the lame then heal my heart, sleeping Adonai.
Hail the heav'n-born Prince of Peace, hail the Son of Righteousness.
All the earth will one day bless sleeping Adonai, sleeping Adonai.

Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah, Adonai.
At your manger I will praise you, Adonai.

So rest your head on borrowed hay, sleeping Adonai.
Light the world then light my way, sleeping Adonai, sleeping Adonai.
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The Birth of Christ 
            (Anderson/Nichols)

The voice of God that called forth light now cries into the starry night.
The One who shouted, "Let there be!" now coos and whimpers helplessly.
For God has taken human flesh to rid this broken world of death.
Alleluia!  Christ is born to rid this broken world of death.

The hands of God that fashioned man now wrap around his mother's hand.
The One who flung the stars in space now stretches for his mother's face.
For God has come to Bethlehem to save our broken souls from sin.
Alleluia!  Christ is born to save our broken souls from sin.

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!

The very God who never sleeps now slumbers with the cows and sheep.
The One whom heaven cannot hold now snuggles warm in swaddling clothes.
For God himself is born on earth to bring our broken hearts rebirth.
Alleluia!  Christ is born to bring our broken hearts rebirth.

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!

Prayer 
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   Song of Response             “Silent Night! Holy Night!”          #164 in the Hymnal

Silent night! Holy night! All is calm, all is bright
‘Round yon virgin mother and Child,
Holy infant so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 

Silent night! Holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight,
Glories stream from heaven afar, 
Heavenly hosts sing Alleluia;
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born. 

Silent night! Holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light.
Radiant beams from thy holy face, 
With the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 
                                                                 

  Benediction     
                                

Postlude                                                                                                              Jeff Hummel 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
                   

11

 †          

 †   



Prayer Needs

For Health
Sean Sanderson, Katie Bishop, Rick Hendrickson, JoeAnn Harlow, Dru Fitch, James 
Hildebrand, Frances Eichost, Dot Jones, Margaret Leith, Larry Dupree, Nick Jeffer, 
Kaye Phillips, Elaine Turner, Judy Clough, Gina Maio, Brad Bishop, Greyson Tate, 
Julie Walden, Amy Boyd, Jerry Ramsey, Charles Ellison, Lou Hanscom 

For Comfort for those who have lost loved ones
Andy Burgess (wife Brenda, 12/19), Sue Kimball (brother, 12/16), Frank Wilson and 
Lynley Steadman (brother, uncle, 12/1), Annhorner Truitt (brother, 11/24), Lauralee 
Allen (father, 11/13), Mark Williams (father), Greg Fischer (brother, 10/27), Dave 
Beckmann (father, 10/11), Eli Cox (mother, 10/8), Martha Schilthuis (husband Jack, 
10/4), Rick Darby (stepmother, 10/2), Amy Whitaker (mother, 10/1)

For Metro Richmond 
We pray to overcome in Christ’s name the heritage of racism: for racial reconciliation and 
healing in metropolitan Richmond; for an end to all racial prejudice and discrimination, 
beginning with what is in our own hearts. 
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NEWS & EVENTS
The Grace of Giving: Faith Commitments 
As we remember God’s grace this past year and the many years before, we look 
forward to this next year. Please be in prayer for the Lord’s leading as to how you will 
support Third’s ministry in 2018. In November, we as a church family made our 
financial commitments to the church for the year to come. Pray with us, and if you’re a 
part of this church family, join us in celebrating God’s great grace as we make our faith 
commitments for 2018. You can find these cards in the pews, and can drop them in the 
offering plate or at our church office. 

Year-End Giving Notice 
If you would like to send in any year-end gifts at the end of December, please note that 
our office will be closed after 12:00 noon on December 29. If you would like, you can 
drop off gifts at the office before then, give during Sunday’s services, or use the online 
giving tool: thirdrva.org/generosity. 

Men’s New Year's Dinner – Tuesday, January 2, 6:30 p.m. 
Join us as our friend Tommy Thompson shares with us at our annual Men's New Year's 
Dinner. We'll have a time for dinner, Tommy's message, and just an opportunity for guys 
to meet and visit. Sign up ($5) at: thirdrva.org/events. Questions? Contact Tom Barila: 
tomb@thirdrva.org.

Newcomers Class – January 14, 19-20
Interested in learning more about Third or exploring membership? We’d love to get to 
know you and provide an opportunity for you to learn about Third’s vision for worship, 
discipleship, community, serving and outreach at our Newcomers class, and at the end 
of the class, you'll have an opportunity to become a covenant partner of our church 
family. For more info and to sign up, visit: thirdrva.org/newcomers. 

Meet our mission partner Carolyn Rennie – Sunday, January 7, 11:15 a.m.
Please join us in the Parlor for a meet and greet with our mission partner, Carolyn Rennie 
from Romania. Light refreshments will be available.



POINSETTIAS CONTRIBUTED BY:  

Carolyn Oakley, in loving memory of loved ones. 

Agnes Smith, in loving memory of her husband, Doug Smith. 

Agnes Smith, in gratitude to God for our church family. 

Janet and Bruce Kay, in memory of loved ones. 

Rick and Sue Hendrickson, in memory of loved ones. 

Sarah Winfield, in loving memory of her parents, Jean and Bob Winfield.

Jim and Liz Slate, in memory of our loved ones.

Jim and Liz Slate, in celebration of our family.

Matt, Gina, Davis and Mary Dryden Maio, in loving memory of Mary Jay Davis, 
Grandma Bird.  

Elizabeth Conner, in memory of her father, W. S. Conner.

Debby Kay, in memory of her mother and father, Constance and Robert Kay. 

Kathy and Jimey Ames, to the glory of God. 

Marlene and Gary Short, in memory of Steve Keister, Marlene’s brother, 
and Alpha Fess, Marlene’s mother and Martha Short, Gary’s mother. 
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A Covenant Order 
of Evangelical Presbyterians

Third Church 
804-282-4645  
500 Forest Ave.
Richmond, VA 23229
www.thirdrva.org 

JOIN US NEXT WEEK
We'll return to our normal Sunday morning worship schedule next week, December 31. Join 
us for worship at 8:45, 10:00 or 11:15 a.m.  We’d love to get to know you and for you to 
learn more about our community. We have a couple opportunities for you to connect with us 
and help you find out more about Third.
• Sign up for our ministry emails: thirdrva.org/signup 
• Pick up Third Press: Our monthly newsletter can be found around the church. 
• Follow us on Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram: @thirdrva  

WIGGLE ROOM 
If you prefer to have your child with you but he or she is a little too active or noisy to be in the 
service, please enjoy our comfortable and festive wiggle room. Just exit the sanctuary from 
the back, cross the courtyard and go to Room 132. 


