
Sunday | December 24, 2017

THE ONE AND ONLY 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

10:00 a.m. 

"As we consider the uniqueness of Christ, we also need 
to recognize this uniqueness demands our allegiance and 
commitment as believers. It demands that we rearrange 

our priorities and stand as luminaries in a dark and dismal 
world holding forth the message of the unique Christ, the 

God-man Savior of the World."
   
                               J. Hampton Keathley, III 







Welcome! 
¡Bienvenido! 

We’re glad you’ve chosen to worship at Third! 
We look forward to meeting and getting to know you.
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Called together for the renewal of all things 
through Jesus Christ. 



Sanctuary Decorations 

As followers of Jesus, we “tell time differently” with a calendar shaped by the story 
of God’s works of salvation and renewal.  Not only do we mark the seasons of the 
Christian year through the readings and music in our worship service, we also use colors 
and textures to enrich our space and experience of worship.

The Christian year begins with the season of Advent, when we begin a month-long vigil 
waiting for the arrival of Jesus, the Messiah, into our hurting world. The purple banners, 
bare branches, and other decorations adorning our Sanctuary reflect this season of 
longing for new life, helping us prepare to celebrate Christmas all the more. As the 
season has progressed, we've added greenery and other markers of God’s in-breaking 
love, including the “Chrismon” tree that represents the many names and symbols for Jesus 
used by the Church through the centuries.  On Christmas Eve we’ll replace the purple with 
banners and decorations in white and gold that will carry us into the new year and to 
Epiphany. 

Adorning the Sanctuary is the work of a multi-generational team of people from 6 to 65, 
and if you’re interested in being part of that effort, or would just like more information, 
please contact Holly Smith at hhovelsonsmith@gmail.com.
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GATHERING                   
God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
Prelude                                                    "Festive Gloria"                                  Jeff Hummel                                                                        
                                                                (Aaron David Miller)  
                                                                                                 
Welcome and Announcements  

Preparation for Worship                                                                       From Psalm 62:5
Leader: For you, O Lord, our souls in stillness wait;
People: Truly our hope is in you.

                                             
Let’s quiet our hearts in silent preparation for worship.       
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Call to Worship                                                                    From Isaiah 2, 11, 40 and 7

Leader: Advent means coming.
We light these candles as a sign of the coming light of Christ.

People: We are preparing ourselves for the days
when the nations shall beat their swords into plowshares,
and their spears into pruning hooks;

Leader: Nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
neither shall they learn war any more.

People: The wolf shall dwell with the lamb,
the leopard with the goat,

Leader: The calf and the lion and the fatling together,
and a little child shall lead them.

People: Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be 
made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough 
places a plain.

The cross indicates standing, as you are able.  †          

    Continued on page 5
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Prayer of Adoration

  Song of Praise             "Angels From the Realms of Glory"       #174 in the Hymnal    

Prayers for the Community and the World                                              See page 11

   Greeting of Peace
   As a new spiritual family reconciled to one another through Christ, offer to one 

        another a sign of peace: a handshake, a hug, or even just a smile. You could say 
        something simple like “Peace be with you,” or just simply, “Peace.”

 

 †

 †          

Leader: Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed,
and all people shall see it together,
for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.

People: The Lord will give you a sign.
Look, the virgin is with child,

Leader: And she will bear a son,
and shall name him Emmanuel,
which means God with us.

People: Let us walk in the light of the Lord.



PROCLAIMING
God speaks to us through his word.          

Scripture Reading                                                                                           John 1:14                                                                             

14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, 
the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.

Leader:     This is the word of the Lord.
People:   Thanks be to God!   

                                                                                     
                                               

6



7

 Message: 
The One and Only 

+ Rick Hutton +
  

Notes:

________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________



RESPONDING
We respond to God’s word.                                                                                                

   Doxology 
    Please stand as we sing to the Lord. 

         Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here 
         below; praise him above, ye heavenly host:  praise Father, Son and 
         Holy Ghost. Amen.
                  
Offertory and Praise 
Pray for Richard Haney and Frontier Fellowship, as they connect Presbyterian 
churches to be engaged in establishing new churches among indigenous people 
groups around the world.

              
                                                            "Gloria"                                     Sanctuary Choir 
                                                     Antonio Vivaldi                                and Churchestra 

I.  Gloria in excelsis

Gloria in excelsis Deo.
Glory to God in the highest.

II.  Et in terra pax

Et in terra pax hominibus bonae voluntatis.
And peace on earth to men of good will.

III.  Laudamus te                                        Sarah Sprouse and Sue Kimball, Sopranos
Laudamus te, benedicimus te, adoramus te, glorificamus te.
We praise thee, we bless thee, we worship thee, we glorify thee.
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IV.  Gratias agimus tibi

Gratias agimus tibi.
We give thanks unto thee.

V.  Propter magnam gloriam

Propter magnam gloriam tuam.
For thy great glory.

VI.  Domine Deus                                                                          William Payne, Tenor 

Domine Deus, Rex cœlestis, Deus Pater omnipotens.
O Lord God, King of Heaven, God the Father Almighty.

VII.  Domine Fili Unigenite

Domine Fili Unigenite, Jesu Christe.
O Lord, the only begotten Son, Jesus Christ.

IX.  Qui tollis

Qui tollis peccata mundi suscipe deprecationem nostram.
Who takest away the sins of the world, receive our prayer.

XI.  Quoniam tu solus sanctus

Quoniam tu solus sanctus.  Tu solus Dominus.  Tu solus Altisimus, Jesu Christe.
Thou only art holy.  Thou only art the Lord.  Thou only art the most high, Jesus Christ.

XII.  Cum Sancto Spiritu

Cum Sancto Spiritu, in gloria Dei Patris.  Amen.
With the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen.
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  Song of Response        "Hark! the Herald Angels Sing"      #171 in the Hymnal 

  Commission                                                                    

Leader: This is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son.
People: Whoever has the Son has life!

  Benediction     

Choral Benediction                     "Hallelujah" from Handel's Messiah
                                                                                                                        Sanctuary Choir 
                                          
Postlude                         "From Heaven Above to Earth I Come"                     Jeff Hummel 
                                                           (Michael Bedford)      
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
                      

SERVICE NOTES 
Today we celebrate the birth of Katriona (Kate) Summers MacPherson, daughter of 
Kerrissa and Adam MacPherson who was born on December 18, 2017. 

 †   
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Prayer Needs

For Health
Sean Sanderson, Katie Bishop, Rick Hendrickson, JoeAnn Harlow, Dru Fitch, James 
Hildebrand, Frances Eichost, Dot Jones, Margaret Leith, Larry Dupree, Nick Jeffer, 
Kaye Phillips, Elaine Turner, Judy Clough, Gina Maio, Brad Bishop, Greyson Tate, 
Julie Walden, Amy Boyd, Jerry Ramsey, Charles Ellison, Lou Hanscom 

For Comfort for those who have lost loved ones
Andy Burgess (wife Brenda, 12/19), Sue Kimball (brother, 12/16), Frank Wilson and 
Lynley Steadman (brother, uncle, 12/1), Annhorner Truitt (brother, 11/24), Lauralee 
Allen (father, 11/13), Mark Williams (father), Greg Fischer (brother, 10/27), Dave 
Beckmann (father, 10/11), Eli Cox (mother, 10/8), Martha Schilthuis (husband Jack, 
10/4), Rick Darby (stepmother, 10/2), Amy Whitaker (mother, 10/1)

For Metro Richmond 
We pray to overcome in Christ’s name the heritage of racism: for racial reconciliation and 
healing in metropolitan Richmond; for an end to all racial prejudice and discrimination, 
beginning with what is in our own hearts. 
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NEWS & EVENTS
The Grace of Giving: Faith Commitments 
As we remember God’s grace this past year and the many years before, we look 
forward to this next year. Please be in prayer for the Lord’s leading as to how you will 
support Third’s ministry in 2018. In November, we as a church family made our 
financial commitments to the church for the year to come. Pray with us, and if you’re a 
part of this church family, join us in celebrating God’s great grace as we make our faith 
commitments for 2018. You can find these cards in the pews, and can drop them in the 
offering plate or at our church office. 

Year-End Giving Notice 
If you would like to send in any year-end gifts at the end of December, please note that 
our office will be closed after 12:00 noon on December 29. If you would like, you can 
drop off gifts at the office before then, give during Sunday’s services, or use the online 
giving tool: thirdrva.org/generosity. 

Men’s New Year's Dinner – Tuesday, January 2, 6:30 p.m. 
Join us as our friend Tommy Thompson shares with us at our annual Men's New Year's 
Dinner. We'll have a time for dinner, Tommy's message, and just an opportunity for guys 
to meet and visit. Sign up ($5) at: thirdrva.org/events. Questions? Contact Tom Barila: 
tomb@thirdrva.org.

Newcomers Class – January 14, 19-20
Interested in learning more about Third or exploring membership? We’d love to get to 
know you and provide an opportunity for you to learn about Third’s vision for worship, 
discipleship, community, serving and outreach at our Newcomers class, and at the end 
of the class, you'll have an opportunity to become a covenant partner of our church 
family. For more info and to sign up, visit: thirdrva.org/newcomers. 



POINSETTIAS CONTRIBUTED BY:  

Carolyn Oakley, in loving memory of loved ones. 

Agnes Smith, in loving memory of her husband, Doug Smith. 

Agnes Smith, in gratitude to God for our church family. 

Janet and Bruce Kay, in memory of loved ones. 

Rick and Sue Hendrickson, in memory of loved ones. 

Sarah Winfield, in loving memory of her parents, Jean and Bob Winfield.

Jim and Liz Slate, in memory of our loved ones.

Jim and Liz Slate, in celebration of our family.

Matt, Gina, Davis and Mary Dryden Maio, in loving memory of Mary Jay Davis, 
Grandma Bird.  

Elizabeth Conner, in memory of her father, W. S. Conner.

Debby Kay, in memory of her mother and father, Constance and Robert Kay. 

Kathy and Jimey Ames, to the glory of God. 

Marlene and Gary Short, in memory of Steve Keister, Marlene’s brother, 
and Alpha Fess, Marlene’s mother and Martha Short, Gary’s mother. 
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A Covenant Order 
of Evangelical Presbyterians

Third Church 
804-282-4645  
500 Forest Ave.
Richmond, VA 23229
www.thirdrva.org 

JOIN US NEXT WEEK
We'll return to our normal Sunday morning worship schedule next week, December 31. Join 
us for worship at 8:45, 10:00 or 11:15 a.m.  We’d love to get to know you and for you to 
learn more about our community. We have a couple opportunities for you to connect with us 
and help you find out more about Third.
• Sign up for our ministry emails: thirdrva.org/signup 
• Pick up Third Press: Our monthly newsletter can be found around the church. 
• Follow us on Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram: @thirdrva  

WIGGLE ROOM 
If you prefer to have your child with you but he or she is a little too active or noisy to be in the 
service, please enjoy our comfortable and festive wiggle room. Just exit the sanctuary from 
the back, cross the courtyward and go to Room 132. 


