
Sunday | December 10, 2017

AND MADE HIS DWELLING 
AMONG US

Second Sunday of Advent 

"In the Christian imagination, where you live gets equal 
billing with what you believe. Geography and theology 
are biblical bedfellows. Everything that the creator God 
does, and therefore everything that we do, since we are 
his creatures and can hardly do anything in any other way, 
is in place. All living is local—this land, this neighborhood, 
these trees and streets and house, this work, these shops 
and markets.”

Eugene Peterson







Welcome! 
¡Bienvenido! 

We’re glad you’ve chosen to worship at Third! 
We look forward to meeting and getting to know you.
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Called together for the renewal of all things 
through Jesus Christ. 



Advent Sanctuary Decorations 

As followers of Jesus, we “tell time differently” with a calendar shaped by the story 
of God’s works of salvation and renewal.  Not only do we mark the seasons of the 
Christian year through the readings and music in our worship service, we also use colors 
and textures to enrich our space and experience of worship.

The Christian year begins with the season of Advent, when we begin a month-long vigil 
waiting for the arrival of Jesus, the Messiah, into our hurting world. The purple banners, 
bare branches, and other decorations now adorning our Sanctuary reflect this season 
of longing for new life, helping us prepare to celebrate Christmas all the more. As the 
season progresses we’ll be adding greenery and other markers of God’s in-breaking 
love, including a “Chrismon” tree that represents the many names and symbols for Jesus 
used by the Church through the centuries.  On Christmas Eve we’ll replace the purple with 
banners and decorations in white and gold that will carry us into the new year and to 
Epiphany. 

Adorning the Sanctuary is the work of a multi-generational team of people from 6 to 65, 
and if you’re interested in being part of that effort, or would just like more information, 
please contact Holly Smith at hhovelsonsmith@gmail.com.
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GATHERING                   
God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
Prelude                             "Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates"                   Jeff Hummel                                                                        
                                                               (Wilbur Held)  
                                                                                                 
Welcome and Announcements  

Preparation for Worship                                                                             Psalm 62:5
Leader: For you, O Lord, our souls in stillness wait;
People: Truly our hope is in you.

Let’s quiet our hearts in silent preparation for worship.                                                 
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     Call to Worship                                                                     From Isaiah 2 and 11

Leader: We light these candles as a sign of the coming light of Christ. 
Advent means coming. 

People: We are preparing ourselves for the days
when the nations shall beat their swords into plowshares, 
and their spears into pruning hooks; 

Leader: Nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war any more. 

People: The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, 
the leopard with the goat, 

Leader: The calf and the lion and the yearling together,
and a little child shall lead them. 

People: Let us walk in the light of the Lord.
                    
Prayer of Adoration

   Songs of Praise             "Creator of the Stars of Night" 
                                               "O Come, O Come, Emmanuel"          #133 in the Hymnal

                                                                                             (See music on following pages)                                                           

 †          

 †          

The cross indicates standing, as you are able.  †          
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CREATOR OF THE STARS OF NIGHT



O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL
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O come, O come, Emmanuel,
And ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here
Until the Son of God appear.

Refrain
Rejoice! Rejoice!
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel!

O come, thou Rod of Jesse, free
Thine own from Satan’s tyranny;
From depths of hell thy people save
And give them victory o’er the grave.
Refrain

O come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer
Our spirits by thine advent here;
And drive away the shades of night,
And pierce the clouds and bring us light!
Refrain

O come, thou Key of David, come
And open wide our heavenly home;
Make safe the way that leads on high,
And close the path to misery.
Refrain

O come, Desire of nations, bind
All peoples in one heart and mind;
Bid envy, strife and quarrels cease;
Fill all the world with heaven’s peace.
Refrain



CONFESSING 
God invites us to be honest with him about ourselves. 

Prayer of Confession 

Everyone: Come, Emmanuel,
bring grace for our sin,
light for our darkness,
and hope for our sorrows,
that we might become
a dwelling place for your glory.

Silent Confession 

Words of Comfort                                                                              Zephaniah 3:14-18                                                                                              

Leader: Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel!  
Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O daughter Jerusalem!  
The Lord has taken away the judgments against you, 
he has turned away your enemies.  
The Lord, your God, is in your midst, a warrior who gives victory; 
he will rejoice over you with gladness, 
he will renew you in his love; 
he will exult over you with loud singing. 

   Response 
   Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

   

   Greeting of Peace   
   As a new spiritual family reconciled to one another through Christ, offer to one 

        another a sign of peace: a handshake, a hug, or even just a smile. You could say 
        something simple like “Peace be with you,” or just simply, “Peace.”
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THANKSGIVING  

Our Offerings
Pray for Alan and Jennifer deCerff with International Training Partners, training 
missionaries to work effectively in cross-cultural settings in Africa.
                   
Offertory                                         "There Is Hope"                                   Sanctuary Choir 
        (Machen)

Hope rises with the dawn, rises in the heart, 
Shining on the soul, forcing back the dark to reveal the light of 
Hope gives our spirits peace, peace breaks forth in praise
For the promised King, for his gift of grace, God's most Holy One,
Yet our hearts cry out 'til Messiah comes.

We believe, though we face despair.  For still there is hope.

Hope echoes through the day, through a fervent prayer,
Voices speak from faith, worship fills the air.  God reveals his love and 
Hope gives our spirits peace, peace breaks forth in praise
For the promised King, for his gift of grace, God's most Holy One,
Yet our hearts cry out 'til Messiah comes.

Hope gives our spirits peace, peace breaks forth in praise
For the promised King, for his gift of grace, God's most Holy One,
Yet our hearts cry out 'til Messiah comes.

We believe, though we face despair.  For still there is hope,
For still there is hope, still there is hope.

   Doxology 
    Please stand as we sing to the Lord. 

         Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here 
         below; praise him above, ye heavenly host:  praise Father, Son and 
         Holy Ghost. Amen.
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PROCLAIMING
God speaks to us through his word.          

Scripture Reading                                                                                           John 1:14                          

14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, 
the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.

Leader:     This is the word of the Lord.
People:   Thanks be to God!   
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 Message: 
And Made His Dwelling Among Us

+ Corey Widmer +
  

Notes:

________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________



RESPONDING
We respond to God’s word.                                                                                                

Song of Response                                  "God With Us" 
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Prayers of the People                                                                          

Leader: We praise you, Holy Trinity, that you are the God who dwells with us. 
Empower us to dwell with you in our daily lives this week, and help us to 
send our roots deep into the lives of others.
Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer. 
Leader: Lord Jesus, when you walked among us you dwelt with the poor of the earth. 

Open our eyes to see the poor and vulnerable among us and around us this 
week, that we might love and serve in your name.
Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer.
Leader: Light of the world, bring your light into the darkness of our world. Break into 

our lives where we struggle with sickness, despair and distress, and set us 
free to serve you forever.
Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer.

The Lord's Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory for ever. Amen. 

                                                                        



Prayer Needs

For Health
JoeAnn Harlow, Dru Fitch, James Hildebrand, Frances Eichost, Dot Jones, Margaret Leith, 
Larry Dupree, Nick Jeffer, Kaye Phillips, Elaine Turner, Judy Clough, Gina Maio, 
John Robertson, Brad Bishop, Greyson Tate, Julie Walden, Amy Boyd, Jerry Ramsey, 
Charles Ellison, Lou Hanscom 

For Comfort 
Deaths – Frank Wilson and Lynley Steadman (brother, uncle, 12/1), Annhorner Truitt 
(brother, 11/24), Lauralee Allen (father, 11/13), Mark Williams (father), Greg Fischer 
(brother, 10/27), Dave Beckmann (father, 10/11), Eli Cox (mother, 10/8), Martha 
Schilthuis (husband Jack, 10/4), Rick Darby (stepmother, 10/2), Amy Whitaker 
(mother, 10/1)

For Metro Richmond 
We pray for the families of metropolitan Richmond: for persons who are lonely or have
no family; for persons who are estranged from their families; for persons who are 
grieving the loss of a loved one and for all who need to feel the love of God. 

Missionary Prayer and Care groups meet monthly to pray for our mission partners 
in Europe, Asia and the Muslim world. Contact Carolyn Oakley (cdoakley1@gmail.com/
937-6564) to learn more. 
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SENDING
God sends us into the world as his witnesses. 

   Song of Commission                      "Jesus Shall Reign"             #745 in the Hymnal 

Jesus shall reign where'er the sun
Does its successive journeys run;
His kingdom spread from shore to shore,
Till moons shall wax and wane no more.

To him shall endless prayer be made,
And endless praises crown his head;
His name like sweet perfume shall rise
With every morning sacrifice.

People and realms of every tongue
Dwell on his love with sweetest song,
And infant voices shall proclaim
Their early blessings on his name.

Blessings abound where'er he reigns;
The prisoners leap to lose their chains,
The weary find eternal rest,
And all who suffer want are blessed.

Let all the people rise and bring
Their special honors to our King;
Angels descend with songs again 
And earth repeat the loud Amen. 

 †          
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  Commission                                                                        From Ephesians 3:20-21

Leader: Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or 
imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, to him be glory in 
the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever!

People: Amen!

  Benediction                                                  

Postlude                                            "Joyous Dialogue"                                   Jeff Hummel 
                                                                 (Alice Jordan)                                                                                                
                                                                                                                                                      
              
                      

SERVICE NOTES 
Today's flowers are given in honor of our mission partners Alan and Jennifer deCerff 
with International Training Partners, who train missionaries to work effectively in cross-
cultural settings in Africa.
 

 †   
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BUDGET UPDATE - DECEMBER 10

Based on the latest figures (taken from 
November 29), November giving was short 
of budgeted expectations again. At that point, 
we were behind our monthly giving budget by 
$74,200. Year-to-date giving is behind bud-
get by $152,250.  We have asked the staff 
to hold off on any spending that is not mission 
critical. December is here, along with a 
monthly giving budget of $558,000. Please 
consider fulfilling your giving pledge early this 
month or perhaps giving a little extra as God 
directs you, doing so would help Third reach 
our year end giving goal.  

Thank you for the faithful giving by so many at 
Third. We are excited about what God has in 
store for us this Christmas and the hope of a 
new year in ministry together.  
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Total 2017 Budgeted Giving: 
$3,381,230

YTD Actual 
Giving                   
$2,670,650

YTD Budgeted     
Giving      
$2,822,900 →

∙ ∙ ∙ ∙ ∙ ∙ ∙ ∙

79%
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2017 STEWARDSHIP SEASON

“And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all
that you need, you will abound in every good work.” 2 Corinthians 9:8

We believe the local church is one of God’s great vessels of hope for the world. Through 
the local church, the gospel is proclaimed, community is formed, individuals grow and the 
kingdom is embodied.

To that end, every year we look at what it will cost us in the coming year to live as the 
particular local church God has called us to be. The staff, working with the members of 
the Budget and Stewardship Committee, have carefully projected our budget for the 
coming year. It is the preliminary proposed budget for 2018 and awaits approval by the 
Session. 

Our pledges help us determine the accuracy of the budget and ensure our financial 
commitments to our 80+ mission partners in Richmond and around the world. Pledge 
forms may still be submitted (during the offering, online or brought into the church office) 
and we ask that you continue to pray for the Spirit and power of God to use our gifts to 
bring a harvest for his kingdom.
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2018 PROPOSED THIRD CHURCH BUDGET
Giving Budget of $3.83M

“But since you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in 
complete earnestness and in the love we have kindled in you—

see that you also excel in this grace of giving.” 
2 Corinthians 8:7

Personnel

Pastoral & 
Ministries

Operations

Missions

Debt
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NEWS & EVENTS
The Grace of Giving: Faith Commitments 
As we remember God’s grace this past year and the many years before, we look 
forward to this next year. Please be in prayer for the Lord’s leading as to how you will 
support Third’s ministry in 2018. In November, we as a church family made our 
financial commitments to the church for the year to come. Pray with us, and if you’re a 
part of this church family, join us in celebrating God’s great grace as we make our faith 
commitments for 2018. You can find these cards in the pews, and can drop them in the 
offering plate or at our church office. 

Year-End Giving Notice 
If you would like to send in any year-end gifts at the end of December, please note that 
our office will be closed after 12:00 noon on December 29. If you would like, you can 
drop off gifts at the office before then, give during Sunday’s services, or use the online 
giving tool: thirdrva.org/generosity. 

Young Adult Christmas Happy Hour – Friday, December 15, 6:30 p.m.
A relaxed time for getting to know other young adults at Third. We won’t have an 
agenda, it will just be fun people having fun conversations in the Christmas season.
There will be some appetizers/desserts/snack foods (just BYOB!). We’ll be at Matt 
Mlot’s house in the Northside: 2402 Wedgewood Ave. Questions? Contact Tim Latham: 
timl@thirdrva.org. 

Newcomers Class – January 14, 19-20
Interested in learning more about Third or exploring membership? We’d love to get to 
know you and provide an opportunity for you to learn about Third’s vision for worship, 
discipleship, community, serving and outreach at our Newcomers class, and at the end of 
the class, you'll have an opportunity to become a covenant partner of our church 
family. For more info and to sign up, visit: thirdrva.org/newcomers. 

Men’s New Year's Dinner – Tuesday, January 2, 6:30 p.m. 
Join us as our friend Tommy Thompson shares with us at our annual Men's New Year's 
Dinner. We'll have a time for dinner, Tommy's message, and just an opportunity for guys 
to meet and visit. Sign up ($5) at: thirdrva.org/events. Questions? Contact Tom Barila: 
tomb@thirdrva.org.



Christmas Eve at Third Church
Sunday, December 24

We invite you to bring your friends and family to worship the newborn King on 
Christmas Eve. We will hold four Christmas Eve services in the evening, and will 
hold one regular Sunday morning worship service at 10:00 a.m.

10:00 a.m. – Sunday morning worship service,
 featuring a special musical piece, Vivaldi’s "Gloria"

4:00 p.m., 6:00 p.m., 8:00 p.m. – Candlelight services in the Sanctuary
10:00 p.m. – Candlelight and Communion service in the Sanctuary

What to expect: As a church, we greatly value intergenerational worship, so it's 
important to us that we all worship together on this sacred evening. During the 4:00 and 
6:00 p.m. services, we will make a special effort to include children in the service, but 
otherwise, the services will be identical. We encourage you to bring friends, family, and 
neighbors. We look forward to worshipping with you and celebrating the newborn King!  

Childcare available in 4:00 and 6:00 p.m. services for infants and toddlers; children are 
encouraged to join their parents in the service. A comfortable and festive Wiggle Room 
will be available across the courtyard from the Sanctuary, with the service streamed, if 
parents need to step out with their children. 
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SUNDAY ADULT DISCIPLESHIP CLASSES
Join us for our Sunday morning discipleship classes for adults during the 
10:00 a.m. hour. 

Our Advent series offers a few short-term classes, meeting on December 3, 10, and 17. 
Join us!

Questions? Contact Tom Barila (tomb@thirdrva.org). 

          Gospel of Luke: 
          An Advent Study
          Room 101
          Wouldn't you like to know with 
          "certainty of the things you have    
          been taught" about the Christmas  
          story? That's what we hope to do 
          in this series as we explore in 
          depth the first two chapters of 
          the Gospel of Luke.

      The Common Rule: Advent Edition
      Room 217
      The Common Rule is a set of daily and 
      weekly habits designed to form in us  
      the love of God and neighbor. Join 
      us as we discuss the Advent edition of 
      the Common Rule.

          
          The Coming of Our King:
          An Advent Study Exploring     
          the Reality of Jesus Christ
          Room 213
          The term Advent comes from 
          the Latin word adventus, which 
          means “coming.” We enter this 
          season as a community waiting 
          expectantly and happily for the 
          return of Christ. Come and see 
          how Jesus the Messiah was 
          foretold from the past and how 
          the risen Christ is incarnate today 
          around the world.

      
       Guide, Guard, and Grow:
       An Equipping Time for Parents
       Fellowship Hall 
       Each week, we will offer a time for 
       parents to meet and support one  
       another as we learn from our guest 
       speakers.  This informal setting is 
       perfect for those of you who want 
       to jump in and hear about these 
       time-sensitive topics.
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Sunday morning student ministry 
Join us for food, solid teaching, and great people as we grow together in God’s word. 
 600 Forest Avenue, Student Ministry Area 
 10:00-11:00 a.m. for all students in 7th-12th grade. 

Sunday evening student ministry 
Join us from 7:00 – 8:30 p.m in the Fellowship Hall. 

Questions? Contact Rick (rickh@thirdrva.org) or Andrea (andreaw@thirdrva.org). 

STUDENT MINISTRY 
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY - SUNDAY MORNING
DURING THE 10:00 A.M. SERVICE: Sunday School is available for all children and 
students. See below for room locations for all Sunday School classes:   

DURING 8:45 AND 11:15 A.M. SERVICES: Childcare is available for all children 
aged Kindergarten and younger. First grade and above attend worship with their parents.

A Wiggle Room is available if you prefer to have your child with you but he or she 
is a little too active or noisy to be in the service. You'll be able to watch the service via 
streaming. The room is across the courtyard and directly up the stairs, Room 226. 

Please let us know if we can help familiarize you with all that is available at Third for 
your children. Contact Kathy White (kathyw@thirdrva.org) or Tracie Meadows (traciem@
thirdrva.org).
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AGE ROOM

Infants, toddlers, 2 year olds (Little Lambs) All on the 1st floor

Little Lions - Young 3s Room 223

Little Monkeys - Older 3s, Young 4s Room 204

Little Eagles - Older 4s Room 202

Kindergarten Room 227

1st Grade Room 220

2nd Grade Room 221

3rd Grade Room 201

4th Grade Room 209

5th and 6th Grade Basement

Middle and High School Meet in Student Ministry Area



THIS WEEK AT THIRD
Sunday, December 10
8:45, 10:00, 11:15 a.m. Worship services – Sanctuary
12:15 p.m. Care and Cards – Room 207 

Monday, December 11
7:00 p.m. Mission Committee meeting - Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue
7:00 p.m. Trustees meeting – Room 101   

Tuesday, December 12
10:00 a.m. Sara's Circle of Friends – Parlor 
6:30 p.m. Deacons dinner – Student Ministry area
7:00 p.m. Worship Committee meeting – Parlor 

Thursday, December 14
7:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir rehearsal – Choir Room 

Friday, December 15
8:30 a.m. Europe Prayer and Care meeting at Carolyn Oakley's home, 2710 Old Point   
                  Drive, 23233, 937-6564
1:00 p.m. Day by Dayers meeting – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue
6:00 p.m. Healing prayer rooms – Student ministry area
8:00 p.m. - 8:00 a.m. Saturday – High School Lock-In – All rooms in the church building. 
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A Covenant Order 
of Evangelical Presbyterians

Third Church 
804-282-4645  
500 Forest Ave.
Richmond, VA 23229
www.thirdrva.org 

LEARN MORE ABOUT THIRD
Welcome to Third! We’re so glad you’re here. We’d love to get to know you and for you to 
learn more about our community. We have a couple opportunities for you to connect with us 
and help you find out more about Third.
• Sign up for our ministry emails: thirdrva.org/signup 
• Pick up Third Press: Our monthly newsletter can be found around the church. 
• Follow us on Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram: @thirdrva  
• Join us for our next Welcome Coffee: Sunday, December 17, 10:00 a.m. in the 

Parlor. The place to start to learn more about Third! 

SUNDAY MORNINGS AT THIRD
If you need help or have any questions at any point on a Sunday morning, look for 
individuals wearing carnations or yellow name badges. They’re here to help answer 
questions, find you seats, and guide you around our building.  

Sanctuary

Fellowship
Hall

Forest Ave

Playground

Classrooms
(Upstairs

& Downstairs)

Worship
Services

Room 101

Parlor

Courtyard

Parking Lot

To 
Parking Lot


