
CAN WE TALK? 
Week 5 



The Incarnational Analogy 

 

■ Inspiration is a shorthand way of saying that God guided by his Spirit the very 

different writers and editors so that the books that they produced comprised the 

story that God intended His people to have – so we have to understand a text in light 

of where it fits in God’s story 

■ Hence, God incarnated his true Story in the languages, genres cultures, and 

historical settings of the authors – so we have to understand a text in light of how 

the original audience would have heard it 

 



A Case Study:  Gender Roles 

■ How does the arc of God’s story shape our understanding of gender roles? 

■ How does language, culture and the historical setting impact our interpretation of a 

particular text that speaks to gender roles? 

■ How do we apply this in the 21st Century? 
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Looking at specific texts in their cultural 
and historical settings 

 

Paul is a new creation theologian  

■ 2 Corinthians 5:17    

■ Galatians 3: 27-29 

 

Challenging Texts 

■ 1 Corinthians 11: 2-16 

■ 1 Corinthians 14: 34 – 35 

■ 1 Timothy 3: 8-15 



1 Corinthians 11: 2-16 

2 I praise you for remembering me in everything and for holding to the traditions just as I 

passed them on to you.  

3 But I want you to realize that the head of every man is Christ, and the head of the woman is 

man, and the head of Christ is God.  

4 Every man who prays or prophesies with his head covered dishonors his head. 5 But every 

woman who prays or prophesies with her head uncovered dishonors her head—it is the same 

as having her head shaved.  

6 For if a woman does not cover her head, she might as well have her hair cut off; but if it is a 

disgrace for a woman to have her hair cut off or her head shaved, then she should cover her 

head. 

7 A man ought not to cover his head, since he is the image and glory of God; but woman is the 

glory of man.  

8 For man did not come from woman, but woman from man;  

9 neither was man created for woman, but woman for man.  

10 It is for this reason that a woman ought to have authority over her own[c] head, because of 

the angels.  

11 Nevertheless, in the Lord woman is not independent of man, nor is man independent of 

woman.  

12 For as woman came from man, so also man is born of woman. But everything comes from 

God. 

13 Judge for yourselves: Is it proper for a woman to pray to God with her head uncovered?  

14 Does not the very nature of things teach you that if a man has long hair, it is a disgrace to 

him, 15 but that if a woman has long hair, it is her glory? For long hair is given to her as a 

covering.  

16 If anyone wants to be contentious about this, we have no other practice—nor do the 

churches of God. 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+11&version=NIV


 1 Corinthians 14: 34   NIV 

  

33 For God is not a God of disorder but of peace—as in all the congregations of the 

Lord’s people. 

34 Women should remain silent in the churches. They are not allowed to speak, but must 

be in submission, as the law says. 35 If they want to inquire about something, they 

should ask their own husbands at home; for it is disgraceful for a woman to speak in the 

church. 

 



1 Timothy 2:8 – 15   ESV 

Instructions to men 

 

■ 8 I desire then that in every place 

the men should pray, lifting holy 

hands without anger or quarreling; 

 

Instructions to women 

■  9 likewise also that women should adorn themselves 
in respectable apparel, with modesty and self-control, 
not with braided hair and gold or pearls or costly attire, 
10 but with what is proper for women who profess 
godliness—with good works.  

■ 11 Let a woman learn quietly with all submissiveness. 
12 I do not permit a woman to teach or to exercise 
authority over a man; rather, she is to remain quiet.  

■ 13 For Adam was formed first, then Eve; 14 and Adam 
was not deceived, but the woman was deceived and 
became a transgressor.  

■ 15 Yet she will be saved through childbearing—if they 
continue in faith and love and holiness, with self-
control. 

 



 Statue of the Goddess Artemis 



The New Roman Woman: Petronius 

A Mutual-Admiration Society 

    At this Fortunata entered at last, her flock kilted up with a yellow girdle, so as to show 

a cherry-colored tunic underneath, and corded anklets and gold-embroidered slippers.  

Then wiping her hands on a handkerchief she wore at her neck, she placed herself on 

the same couch beside Habinnas’ wife, Scintilla, kissing her while the other claps her 

hand, and exclaiming, “Have I really the pleasure of seeing you?” 

    Before long it came to Fortunata’s taking off the bracelets from her great fat arms to 

show them to her admiring companion.  Finally she even undid her anklets and her 

hairnet, which she assured Scintilla was of the very finest gold.  



Summary 

■ Patriarchy is the product of the fall and not creation 

■ Notwithstanding the emergence of patriarchy, the OT is replete with stories of 
women exercising leadership in the context of redemptive history 

■ Jesus encourages women in an unexpected ways given the culture 

■ Paul, as a new creation theologian, establishes a theological basis for an equal role 
for women in the church 

■ Any Pauline “limitation” in the role of women implied in “challenging texts” can be 
readily understood as limited in its application by the cultural context 

■ The “counter-cultural” position of the NT church on the expanded  role of women is a 
significant factor in the growth of the church in the first three centuries. 

 



So what? 

■ We are in a different point in the story- 2000 years closer to the full realization of 

the “new creation”. In the context of God’s true story, would that imply greater or 

less distance from the patriarchy that resulted from the fall? 

■ We are in a culture where the role of women in society is fundamentally different (in 

social, economic, and educational terms) than in the first century. Would that imply 

more or fewer restrictions on the role of women in  the church? How would that 

affect the mission of the Church to the society in which it finds itself. 

■ 1 Cor 9: 19-23 

 


