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 CHURCH

Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, 
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

through whom we have gained access by faith 
into this grace in which we now stand. 

And we boast in the hope of the glory of God.
– Romans 5:1-2

  The SHAPE of WORSHIP
The formational power of Christian worship  



Welcome! 
Bienvenido! 

We’re glad you’ve chosen to worship at Third! 
We look forward to meeting and getting to know you.

Third Church exists to spread the gospel and seek 
the Shalom of metro Richmond and the world through 

a movement of communities and congregations, 
welcoming people of all cultures to the glory of Jesus Christ. 



GATHERING                   
God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.

Welcome and Announcements                                     

      Call to Worship                                                                                           Psalm 29                                                                  
        Please stand.
Leader: Ascribe to the Lord, you heavenly beings, ascribe to the Lord glory and 

strength.

People: Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; worship the Lord in the 
splendor of his holiness.

Leader: The Lord sits enthroned over the flood; the Lord is enthroned as King forever.
People: The Lord gives strength to his people; the Lord blesses his people 

with peace.

All: Let us together praise the Lord!
                    
      Opening Prayer

      Songs of Praise                                                                
                                                                                          “Hands to the Heavens” 
                                                                                       
                                                                           “Crown Him with Many Crowns” 
                                                                                                
                                                    “Revelation Song”  
                   (See music on following page.)                                              
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 The cross indicates standing, as you are able. 

 †



 HANDS TO THE HEAVENS





 CROWN HIM WITH MANY CROWNS



REVELATION SONG





CONFESSING 
God invites us to be honest with him about ourselves. 

Prayer of Confession 

Heavenly Father, we know that you are a God who desires to be in relationship with us, and 
that you desire for us to be in relationship with each other.  And yet we do not live that way.  
We confess that we have turned away from your path and turned to our own ways. We have 
avoided and ignored others and we have avoided and ignored you. We confess these sins 
and others now to you.

Silent Confession 

      Words of Comfort and Assurance                                               From Hebrews 10 

We have a great high priest over the house of God, Jesus Christ, through whom 
we have forgiveness of sins. So let us draw near to God with a sincere heart, 
and let us hold unswervingly to this hope. Let us continue meeting together, 
and encouraging one another as we wait with anticipation for his promised 
return. 

      Greeting of Peace 
      As those welcomed and given peace by God, let’s welcome each other in the peace of       
      Christ. 
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THANKSGIVING  
We give back to the Lord in gratitude for what he has done for us.

Pray for Rollin Grams as he seeks to prepare and equip current and future ministry leaders 
in Africa through theological education based at the Stellenbosch Theological Institute, 
South Africa.

Offertory                                                                                
8:45 & 11:15 Service                                                         “Then Sings My Soul” by McDonald
                    Sanctuary Choir 

O Lord, my God! when I in awesome wonder 
Consider all the worlds thy hands have made,
I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder,
Thy pow’r thro’out the universe displayed.

When thro’ the woods and forest glades I wander,
And hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees,
When I look down from lofty mountain grandeur,
And hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze.

Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee:
How great thou art, how great thou art!

And when I think that God, his Son not sparing,
Sent him to die, I scarce can take it in.
That on the cross, my burden gladly bearing,
He bled and died to take away my sin.

When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation
And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart!
Then I shall bow in humble adoration and there proclaim,
“My God, how great thou art!”
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee:
How great thou art, how great thou art!



10:00 Service                        “I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say” by John B. Dykes
                             Sung by Monica Murphy  
                                              

I heard the voice of Jesus say,“Come unto me and rest; 
Lay down, thou weary one, lay down thy head upon my breast.”
I came to Jesus as I was, weary, worn and sad; 
I found in him a resting place, and he has made me glad.

I heard the voice of Jesus say, “Behold, I freely give 
The living water; thirsty one, stoop down, and drink, and live.”
I came to Jesus, and I drank of that life-giving stream; 
My thirst was quenched, my soul revived, and now I live in him.

I heard the voice of Jesus say, “I am this dark world’s Light; 
Look unto me, thy morn shall rise, and all thy day be bright.” 
I looked to Jesus, and I found in him my Star, my Sun; 
And in that Light of life I’ll walk, till traveling days are done.

      Doxology  
      Please stand as we sing our thanks to the Lord.
 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host: 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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PROCLAIMING
God speaks to us through his Word. 

Prayer of Illumination 

Scripture Readings                                                                                               
                  Psalm 133

1 How good and pleasant it is when God’s people live together in unity! 2 It is like precious oil 
poured on the head, running down on the beard, running down on Aaron’s beard, down on 
the collar of his robe. 3 It is as if the dew of Hermon were falling on Mount Zion. For there the 
Lord bestows his blessing, even life forevermore.

                Ephesians 2:11-22 

11 Therefore, remember that formerly you who are Gentiles by birth and called 
“uncircumcised” by those who call themselves “the circumcision” (which is done in the body 
by human hands)— 12 remember that at that time you were separate from Christ, excluded 
from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without hope and 
without God in the world. 13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been 
brought near by the blood of Christ. 14 For he himself is our peace, who has made the two 
groups one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, 15 by setting aside 
in his flesh the law with its commands and regulations. His purpose was to create in 
himself one new humanity out of the two, thus making peace, 16 and in one body to 
reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which he put to death their hostility. 
17 He came and preached peace to you who were far away and peace to those who were 
near. 18 For through him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit. 19 Consequently, 
you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with God’s people and also 
members of his household, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ 
Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. 21 In him the whole building is joined together and rises 
to become a holy temple in the Lord. 22 And in him you too are being built together to 
become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit. 
         
Leader:   This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!



Message: 
+ THE GREETING OF PEACE: More Than a Handshake +

Rick Hutton 

Notes:



RESPONDING
We respond to God’s Word. 

      Song of Response                                           “In Christ There Is No East or West”  
                                                                                               (See music on following page.)                                              

Mission Trip Commissioning 
11:15 Service 

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer    
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

  

Prayer Needs

For Health: 
Gene Cox, Carol Holt, Gipsie Rodrigues, Merle James, Celeste Reynolds, Lynn Pendleton, 
Gretchen Gravely, Betty and Joe Cox, Pam Rambo, Mary Howard, Jared Armistead

For Comfort:   
Deaths – Audrey Campbell (6/26), Michael Henley (mother, 6/25), John Vogel (sister, 
6/21), Betsy Pollard (grandmother, 6/12), Mary Lou Laird (6/8), Chip Buehler (mother, 
6/6), Steve Gravely (father, 5/27), Ed McKeon (5/25), Jeff Rebman (mother, 5/21), 
Marriott Jackson (husband Sam, 4/12)

For Metro Richmond:
We pray for governments and governing bodies of metropolitan Richmond: for
the Mayor and City Council of Richmond, the City Manager, and all city employees.
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IN CHRIST THERE IS NO EAST OR WEST 



SENDING
God sends us into the world as his witnesses. 

      Song of Commission                                                                  “Shout to the Lord” 
                  (See music on following page.)                                              

Commission                            Romans 12:6-8
11:15 Service  

Leader: In Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member belongs to all the 
others. We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us. If your 
gift is prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with your faith;  if it is serving, 
then serve; if it is teaching, then teach; if it is to encourage, then give 
encouragement; if it is giving, then give generously; if it is to lead, do it diligently; 
if it is to show mercy, do it cheerfully.

All: May we go from here, using our gifts for God’s glory and for the 
encouragement and benefit of our brothers and sisters that Jesus 
would be made known to all the earth!

                                                                        
      Benediction
      Please stand as you are able.

 †  
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SERVICE NOTES
Today’s flowers are given in honor of our missionary partner Rollin Grams at the 
Stellenbosch Theological Institute in South Africa.  



SHOUT TO THE LORD





NEWS 

Wheelchair Access – We have created space in the middle of the Sanctuary not only to 
make it accessible, but to welcome those in wheelchairs into the center of our fellowship.
 
Staff Searches – This is an exciting time at Third! We are currently searching for several 
staff positions, such as a Communications Director, Organist, Mission Pastor, and Executive 
Assistant for the Pastor. We await the Lord’s timing and his choice of the persons he desires 
for each of these roles. Pray along with the leadership for God’s leading and our 
discerning His will. If you would like full descriptions of these roles or information on how 
to apply, please visit www.thirdrva.org/open-ministry-positions. 

Hosts needed at 7th Mid-Autumn Festival to welcome Chinese students to VCU on 
Sunday, October 4, 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. Twenty-two tables need hosts willing to attend the 
event and then follow up by inviting the 8 students at their table home for supper soon after.  
Contact Katie Dusil (katiedusil122@gmail.com or 804-298-9602) if you’d like to host.

Conversation Partners – Do you speak English and enjoy internationals? If you’d like to 
spend an hour every 1-2 weeks talking with an international student, contact Bob Metcalf
(metcalfrobert454@gmail.com), Elaine Metcalf (elaine@swistock.com) or Pam Haney 
(pohaney@vcu.edu ) and begin a new friendship.

Bibles For India – Inspire International, the literacy ministry of David and Nalini Singh, 
is in continuing need of new and gently used Bibles, Bible dictionaries and commentaries. 
Children’s materials are also needed. A collection box is in the commons area outside the 
Fellowship Hall. 

Lead Pastor Corey Widmer is away with his family on vacation and study leave. He will 
be back in the pulpit on July 26.

Rabbi Jamie Cowen will be visiting Third on July 12.  He will be leading the Sermon Chat  
class on the topic of Praise.  Join us from 10:00 - 11:00 a.m. in Room 217. 



EVENTS
For more information on classes, events and ministries, come to the Fellowship Hall from
9:45-11:30 a.m., visit our website or find more information at kiosks throughout the 
building. 

Praying for our nation – Today!  Join us in Room 101, the Good News class, after 
worship to pray for God’s mercy on our country. Contact Bobbie Crowell at 
bobbie@nomedsforme.com or 269-3552 with questions. 

Men’s Summer Soccer League – Final sign-ups today! Games will be Wednesday or 
Friday evenings. The cost will be between $60-70 for a 6-game season, but that includes a 
$20 registration with SCOR that’s good for a year. The season begins July 12 and registration 
needs to be in by July 5. Contact Gabriel Hochstetler (gabehochstetler@gmail.com) to sign 
up. 

Experience Israel Informational Meeting – Join us next Sunday, July 12, 11:15 a.m. to 
noontime in Room 213. Rabbi Jamie Cowen and our tour host, Paul Klassen, along with 
tour host Tom Barila will be sharing details about the trip and answering any of your 
questions. Registration deadline and deposit due by September 15, 2015. We will tour Israel 
from March 24 - April 3, 2016 as well as Petra, Jordan. We hope to have 24-26 on the trip 
but need at least 20 people to go. Contact Tom Barila (tomb@thirdrva.org) for more 
information or visit our website for additional details.

Women’s Summer Study – Wednesdays, July 8 - August 12, 7-9 p.m. A DVD study of 
Keep it Shut by Karen Ehman explores what the Bible says about the ways we use our words.  
Teaching by Connie Byers and Karen Hayes. Contact Beth Nichols (bethn@thirdrva.org). 
Register at www.thirdrva.org/registrations.

Sports Skills Camp – Week of July 13 from 8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Pump Road fields. 
Only a few more weeks to sign up! For children and youth, rising 1-12 grades.  To register 
and for more details, visit www.thirdrva.org/sports-skills-camp or contact Tom Barila 
(tomb@thirdrva.org).

El Salvador Mission Trip, October 8-13, 2015. The deadline to register is July 8. 
An 11-member team led by Tom Barila will come alongside our mission partner, Sports 
Outreach Institute. Contact Tom Barila (tomb@thirdrva.org) for more information. 



SUNDAY ADULT DISCIPLESHIP
Sundays at 10:00 a.m.  
 
The Epistles of John: What Makes You Think That You Are Right? – Led by Rev. Nan 
and Boyd Clarke in Room 101. Studying the epistles of John provides answers from orthodox 
historic Christianity to modern anxieties about belief and the question of certitude.
 
Sermon Chat – Led by Elders and hosted by Tom Barila in Room 217.  Join us for discussion 
about the sermons and personal application. An ideal environment for those who want to go 
deeper with the Bible text, ask questions, and meet new folks. 
 
Sticky Faith! – A powerful opportunity to learn how we can help our young members with 
the most important part of their development. Facilitated by the Student Ministry Committee 
in the Student Ministry Area.  

STUDENT MINISTRY 
Grades 7 - 12 at 10:00 a.m. on Sunday mornings

This summer we’re tackling some of the tough questions that teenagers ask about God, faith, 
and the Christian life. Join us each week as we take a look at what God’s word says in 
answer to some of life’s challenging and important questions. Taught by Rick Hutton and 
Sarah Mims (Student Ministry summer intern) each week in the Student Ministry area.

For more information on upcoming student ministry events and how you can get involved, 
contact Rick Hutton (rickh@thirdrva.org).



CHILDREN’S MINISTRY - SUNDAY MORNING
We welcome you to Third and want you to know that your children are precious to us!   
Our staff of both professional child care workers and volunteers are here to serve your 
family in a safe, loving and Christ-centered environment.    

8:45 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. Services: 
Infants – Room 104
Toddler 1 – Room 109 - younger toddlers
Toddler 2 – Room 105 - older toddlers and twos
2’s and 3’s as of 9/30/14 (Little Lambs and Little Lions) – Room 103
4’s as of 9/30/14 and Kindergartners – Children attend 8:45 service with parents and 
 during Noisy Offering; they will be led to Room 223 for play, snack and story time. 
 During the 11:15 service, take your child directly to Room 223 for play, snack 
 and story time.
1st-6th grades – Attend worship with parents. 

10:00 a.m. Service:
Infants – Room 104
Toddler 1 – Room 109
Toddler 2 – Room 105
Little Lambs and Little Lions (2 year olds to young 4s):  We’ll combine these classes for the 
 summer in the Little Lambs room – Room 103 - for a complete Sunday School lesson.
Little Eagles (4-5 year olds) and Kindergarten:  Drop off and pick up your child in Room 223  
 for Sunday school.
1st-6th grade: Drop off in Rooms 213/215 for Sunday school. 
(Children will be released to the Fellowship Hall at 11:05 a.m.)  
 
A Wiggle Room is available if you prefer to have your child with you but he or she is a little 
too active or noisy to be in the service. The service is streamed into Room 124 so you can 
hear the sermon while you nurse or play with your baby/ toddler. Room 124 is located in 
the connecting hall across from the Toddler Room 105 leading to the Student Ministry area. 

Please contact us if we can help familiarize you with all that is available at Third for your  
children. Kathy White: kathyw@thirdrva.org. Tracie Meadows: traciem@thirdrva.org. 
 
 



THIS WEEK AT THIRD
Sunday, July 5 
 10:00 a.m. Weekly refreshments – Fellowship Hall
 12:30 p.m. Praying for our Nation – Room 101 
 4:00 p.m. AA – Rooms 213/215
 7:00 p.m. Student Ministry Gathering – at Pump Road 
 7:30 p.m. Christian Arabic Church Worship – Sanctuary 

Tuesday, July 7 
 9:00 a.m. Kingdom Knitters – Parlor 

Wednesday, July 8
 7:00 p.m. Combined Choir Rehearsal – Choir Room 

Thursday, July 9  
 5:00 p.m. Ayad/Carter Wedding Rehearsal – Sanctuary 
 6:00 p.m. Ayad/Carter Wedding Rehearsal Dinner – Fellowship Hall
 6:30 p.m. Healing Prayer Rooms – Student Ministry Area 

Friday, July 10
 9:00 a.m. Emotional Eating Group – Knox Room, 500 Forest Avenue 
 3:00 p.m. Ayad/Carter Wedding - Sanctuary 

Saturday, July 11
 1:00 p.m. Memorial service for Mary Lou Laird – Sanctuary
                  Reception will follow the service – Fellowship Hall

 



A Covenant Order 
of Evangelical Presbyterians

804.282.4645  
500 Forest Ave.
Richmond, VA 23229

LEARN MORE ABOUT THIRD

Welcome to Third! Visit www.thirdrva.org to learn more about the community and how you 
can connect. Worship preparation, sermon reflection notes, and sermon audio are posted 
weekly. You can also watch the sermon live on the “This Sunday” page. If you’d like to join 
a small group or find out how you can become a member, please contact Beth Nichols at 
bethn@thirdrva.org. Also follow us on Facebook and Twitter for community updates. 

JOIN US FOR FELLOWSHIP TODAY! 

Our services are at 8:45 a.m.,10:00 a.m., and 11:15 a.m. on Sundays in the Sanctuary.  
Join us for a short time of communion and prayer every Sunday at 8:00 a.m. in Room 101. 
From 9:45-11:30 a.m. on Sunday mornings, stop by for a time of 
fellowship and refreshments, including Blanchard’s coffee, in the Fellowship Hall. 
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