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Sing to the Lord a new song,
his praise from the end of the earth!
Let the sea roar and all that fills it,

the coastlands and their inhabitants.
Let the desert and its cities lift up their voice,

The villages that Kedar inhabits;
let the inhabitants of Sela sing for joy;

       let them shout from the top of the mountains. 
Let them give glory to the Lord,

and declare his praise in the coastlands.
                                                                – Isaiah 42:10-12

  The SHAPE of WORSHIP
The formational power of Christian worship  





Welcome! 
Bienvenido! 

We’re glad you’ve chosen to worship at Third! 
We look forward to meeting and getting to know you.

Third Church exists to spread the gospel and seek 
the Shalom of metro Richmond and the world through 

a movement of communities and congregations, 
welcoming people of all cultures to the glory of Jesus Christ. 



GATHERING                   
God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.

Welcome and Announcements                                     

      Call to Worship                                                                                           Psalm 95                                                                  
        Please stand.
       People:  O come, let us sing to the Lord; let us make a joyful noise to the 
                        rock of our salvation! Let us come into his presence with 
                        thanksgiving; O come, let us worship and bow down, let us kneel 
                        before the Lord, our Maker! For we are the people of his 
                        pasture, and the sheep of his hand. 
                    
      Opening Prayer

      Songs of Praise                                                                
                                        “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” – #77 in the hymnal 
                                                                                       
                                                                                             “Great Are You, Lord” 
                                                                                                
                                                    “Bless the Lord, My Soul”  
                   (See music on following page.)                                              
                                             

 †
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 The cross indicates standing, as you are able. 

 †



GREAT ARE YOU, LORD





BLESS THE LORD, MY SOUL



CONFESSING 
God invites us to be honest with him about ourselves. 

Prayer of Confession 
 
Leader: O gracious God, we confess we have not bowed down before you in 

thought, word or deed. We are more concerned with our own status and 
self-esteem than in bringing proper glory to you. Forgive us for our small 
thoughts about Your Kingdom and our preoccupation with ourselves. Lead 
us into deeper praise and thanksgiving as your word and Spirit shape our 
thoughts and actions. Forgive us for unloving attitudes and unkind words 
toward one another. Lead us closer to the grace and peace of our Lord and 
Savior.

Silent Confession 

Words of Comfort and Assurance       
                                         
People: Thanks be to God who leads us in the way everlasting for his 

Name’s sake. Hear the Good News of God’s amazing grace. To 
all who turn from sin and self to love and follow Jesus Christ by 
faith, receive these words of assurance: In Jesus Christ our sins  
are forgiven.

      Greeting of Peace 
       As those welcomed and given peace by God, let’s welcome each other in the peace of       
       Christ. 

 †



THANKSGIVING  
We give back to the Lord in gratitude for what he has done for us.

Pray for Andrew Fuller with World Horizons and their efforts in pioneering, recruiting, 
equipping, and supporting evangelism and church planting to parts of the world where 
there is no church.

Offertory                                                          “Father of Light” by Boersma/Courtney                                         
                                                                                                                               Sanctuary Choir 

Commissioned in memory of Jonathan Richard White, July 31, 1984 - August 10, 2003, 
for the Sanctuary Choir of Third Presbyterian Church, Richmond, Virginia; John Stone White, 
Director of Music Ministries 

 All praise to the name of the Father of light,
 One who listens and hears when I call.
 Every step He ordains I shall walk without fear.
 In His light I’ll not stumble or fall,
 In His light I’ll not stumble or fall.

 What can mortal man do while I’m safe in His hand?
 He is God; on His word I rely.  
 In the midst of my fear I will trust in His name,
 For I know He will hear when I cry.

 He knows all of my feelings, the depths of despair,
 All the limits my soul can endure.
 I will trust in His name, I have nothing to lose,
 For in Him all my hopes are secure.

 God alone can deliver a soul from its death,
 Lift a life from a wasteland of need.
 God alone can replenish with blessings untold,
 Until into His light we are freed, we are freed.

A note from the composer: Father of Light was written in memory of Jonathan White, a 
teenager who lived with chronic clinical depression and eventually took his own life. The day 
after Jonathan’s death his family found his journal and Bible, both of which demonstrated the 
depth of his faith and the difficulty of his struggle. It was clear that he had turned to the Psalms 
often and he had marked several verses of Psalm 56 in particular. Many in our midst today are in 
difficult circumstances and experience hopelessness similar to what Jonathan felt. It is my prayer 
that this anthem will give voice to the hope and assurance that God offers through the words of 
Psalm 56 and that through it many will find strength to cry out to the Father of Light, confident that 
He will hear and answer.  Craig Courtney 
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PROCLAIMING
God speaks to us through his Word. 

     Doxology  
      Please stand as we sing to the Lord.

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host: 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Prayer of Illumination 

Scripture Readings                                Psalm 47 
1 Clap your hands, all you nations; shout to God with cries of joy.
2 For the Lord Most High is awesome, the great King over all the earth.
3 He subdued nations under us, peoples under our feet.
4 He chose our inheritance for us, the pride of Jacob, whom he loved.
5 God has ascended amid shouts of joy, the Lord amid the sounding of trumpets.
6 Sing praises to God, sing praises; sing praises to our King, sing praises.
7 For God is the King of all the earth; sing to him a psalm of praise.
8 God reigns over the nations; God is seated on his holy throne.
9 The nobles of the nations assemble as the people of the God of Abraham, for the kings 
  of the earth belong to God; he is greatly exalted.

                  Revelation 7:9-12                                                                                
9 After this I looked, and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from 
every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and before the Lamb. 
They were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their hands. 10 And they 
cried out in a loud voice: “Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the throne, and to the 
Lamb.” 11 All the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the four 
living creatures. They fell down on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 
12 saying: “Amen! Praise and glory and wisdom and thanks and honor and power and 
strength be to our God for ever and ever. Amen!”
                      
Leader:    This is the Word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God!



Message: 
+ Praise: Duty and Delight +

Richard Haney 

Notes:



RESPONDING
We respond to God’s Word. 

      Song of Response                                “Praise the Lord Together Singing Alleluia”  
                                                                                                                                                

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer    
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Prayer Needs

For Health: 
Lou Hanscom, Fred Whitten, Gene Cox, Carol Holt, Gipsie Rodrigues, Merle James, Celeste 
Reynolds, Gretchen Gravely, Betty and Joe Cox, Pam Rambo, Mary Howard, Jared 
Armistead

For Comfort:   
Deaths – Audrey Campbell (6/26), Michael Henley (mother, 6/25), John Vogel (sister, 
6/21), Becky Wetzel (brother, 6/15), Betsy Pollard (grandmother, 6/12), Mary Lou Laird 
(6/8), Chip Buehler (mother, 6/6), Steve Gravely (father, 5/27), Ed McKeon (5/25), 
Jeff Rebman (mother, 5/21)
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SENDING
God sends us into the world as his witnesses. 

      Song of Commission 
                                                    “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” – #45 in the hymnal  
                                              
Commission                                           Psalm 148:1-3, Ephesians 5:18-20    
Leader: Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise him in the heights! 

Praise him, all his angels; praise him, sun and moon, praise him, all you shining 
stars! 

People: May God fill us with his Spirit, as we sing psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs, making melody to the Lord in our hearts, giving 
thanks to God the Father at all times and for everything in the name 
of our Lord Jesus Christ.

                                                                  
      Benediction
      Please stand as you are able.

Postlude             “Festive Trumpet Tune” by David German 
11:15 service                                                            Paul Honaker 
 

 †  

 †  

SERVICE NOTES
Today we welcome guest organist Paul Honaker.  Paul is the retired minister of music at Bon 
Air Baptist Church. 

Today’s flowers are given by Mary Lou Laird’s Bible study group in memory of Mary Lou 
Laird, whose memorial service was held in the Sanctuary on Saturday, July 11, 2015. 



NEWS 
Today, Rabbi Jamie Cowen is visiting Third. He will be leading the Sermon Chat class.  
Join us from 10:00-11:00 a.m. in Room 217.  His topic will be “Praise,” the same topic 
Richard Haney will be preaching at Third today.  Jamie will examine the Sermon on the 
Mount and show its Jewish origin in the central Jewish prayer called the Amidah 
(“standing”).  Just as the Sermon on the Mount starts with praise, so does the Amidah.

Men’s Sexual Issues Recovery Group – Chris Mathews at the Center for Christian 
Counseling will be starting a 10-week group for men dealing with sexual issues on Tuesday’s 
from 5:30- 7:00 p.m. starting July 28. Contact Chris (mathews.cfcc@gmail.com) or 306-
1079 as an individual session is required to enter the group.
 
Staff Searches – This is an exciting time at Third!  We are pleased to have Andrea Woie 
returning to be our Student Ministry Associate. We are grateful to have Alan Ware starting as 
Director of Finance and Administration on July 20.  Continue to pray for God’s leading as we 
search for Communications Director, Organist, Mission Pastor, and Executive Assistant for the 
Pastor.  For full descriptions of these roles or information on how to apply, visit www.thirdrva.
org/open ministry positions.

CHAT Tiny Tykes is hiring part-time lead preschool teachers for 3-4 year olds and 
pre-K classes, 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m., M-F. Tiny Tykes is a gospel-centered, creative, 
community-focused preschool committed to fostering a love of learning in the Church Hill/
East End of Richmond.  For more details please visit  http://www.chatrichmond.org/
employment-opportunities. 

Hosts needed at 7th Mid-Autumn Festival to welcome Chinese students to VCU on 
Sunday, October 4, 6:00-9:00 p.m. Twenty-two tables need hosts willing to attend the 
event and then follow up by inviting the 8 students at their table home for supper soon after.  
Contact Katie Dusil (katiedusil122@gmail.com or 804-298-9602) if you’d like to host.

Conversation Partners – Do you speak English and enjoy internationals? If you’d like to 
spend an hour every 1-2 weeks talking with an international student, contact Bob Metcalf
(metcalfrobert454@gmail.com), Elaine Metcalf (elaine@swistock.com) or Pam Haney 
(pohaney@vcu.edu ) and begin a new friendship.

Lead Pastor Corey Widmer is away with his family on vacation and study leave. He will 
be back in the pulpit on July 26.



EVENTS
For more information on classes, events and ministries, come to the Fellowship Hall from
9:45-11:30 a.m., visit our website or find more information at kiosks throughout the 
building. 

Experience Israel Informational Meeting – TODAY! Join us from 11:15 a.m. to 
noontime in Room 213. Rabbi Jamie Cowen and our tour host, Paul Klassen, along with 
tour host Tom Barila will be sharing details about the trip and answering any of your 
questions. Registration deadline and deposit due by September 15, 2015. We will tour Israel 
from March 24 - April 3, 2016 as well as Petra, Jordan. We hope to have 24-26 on the trip 
but need at least 20 people to go. Contact Tom Barila (tomb@thirdrva.org) for more 
information or visit our website for additional details.

College-Age Brunch – Today! Meet in the Fellowship Hall from 11:00-11:15 a.m. to go 
to brunch to discuss sermons and life. Contact Tim Latham (434-426-7713). 

Medical Mission Trip – Together for Tanzania, one of Third’s missions partners, is hosting 
a medical mission trip to the UHAI Medical Center in Mbeya and its rural clinic in Makwale 
from October 30 - November 11. If you are interested in participating in this meaningful trip, 
contact Jeanette Brannan (jmbrannan@comcast.net).

Sports Skills Camp – Tomorrow through Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Pump 
Road fields. For children and youth, rising 1-12 grades.  To register and for more details, 
visit www.thirdrva.org/sports-skills-camp or contact Tom Barila (tomb@thirdrva.org). 
Walk-ins are welcome. 

 



SUNDAY ADULT DISCIPLESHIP
Sundays at 10:00 a.m.  
 
The Epistles of John: What Makes You Think That You Are Right? – Led by Rev. Nan 
and Boyd Clarke in Room 101. Studying the epistles of John provides answers from orthodox 
historic Christianity to modern anxieties about belief and the question of certitude.
 
Sermon Chat – Led by Elders and hosted by Tom Barila in Room 217.  Join us for discussion 
about the sermons and personal application. An ideal environment for those who want to go 
deeper with the Bible text, ask questions, and meet new folks. 
 
Sticky Faith! – A powerful opportunity to learn how we can help our young members with 
the most important part of their development. Facilitated by the Student Ministry Committee 
in the Student Ministry Area.  

STUDENT MINISTRY 
Grades 7 - 12 at 10:00 a.m. on Sunday mornings

This summer we’re tackling some of the tough questions that teenagers ask about God, faith, 
and the Christian life. Join us each week as we take a look at what God’s word says in 
answer to some of life’s challenging and important questions. Taught by Rick Hutton and 
Sarah Mims (Student Ministry summer intern) each week in the Student Ministry area.

For more information on upcoming student ministry events and how you can get involved, 
contact Rick Hutton (rickh@thirdrva.org).



CHILDREN’S MINISTRY - SUNDAY MORNING
We welcome you to Third and want you to know that your children are precious to us!   
Our staff of both professional child care workers and volunteers are here to serve your 
family in a safe, loving and Christ-centered environment.    

8:45 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. Services: 
Infants – Room 104
Toddler 1 – Room 109 - younger toddlers
Toddler 2 – Room 105 - older toddlers and twos
2’s and 3’s as of 9/30/14 (Little Lambs and Little Lions) – Room 103
4’s as of 9/30/14 and Kindergartners – Children attend 8:45 service with parents and 
 during Noisy Offering; they will be led to Room 223 for play, snack and story time. 
 During the 11:15 service, take your child directly to Room 223 for play, snack 
 and story time.
1st-6th grades – Attend worship with parents. 

10:00 a.m. Service:
Infants – Room 104
Toddler 1 – Room 109
Toddler 2 – Room 105
Little Lambs and Little Lions (2 year olds to young 4s):  We’ll combine these classes for the 
 summer in the Little Lambs room – Room 103 - for a complete Sunday School lesson.
Little Eagles (4-5 year olds) and Kindergarten:  Drop off and pick up your child in Room 223  
 for Sunday school.
1st-6th grade: Drop off in the basement for Sunday school. 
(Children will be released to the Fellowship Hall at 11:05 a.m.)  
 
A Wiggle Room is available if you prefer to have your child with you but he or she is a little 
too active or noisy to be in the service. The service is streamed into Room 124 so you can 
hear the sermon while you nurse or play with your baby/ toddler. Room 124 is located in 
the connecting hall across from the Toddler Room 105 leading to the Student Ministry area. 

Please contact us if we can help familiarize you with all that is available at Third for your  
children. Kathy White: kathyw@thirdrva.org. Tracie Meadows: traciem@thirdrva.org. 
 
 



THIS WEEK AT THIRD
Sunday, July 12 
 9:45 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. Weekly refreshments – Fellowship Hall
 12:30 p.m. Care and Cards meeting – Room 209 
 4:00 p.m. AA – Rooms 213/215
 7:00 p.m. Student Ministry Gathering – at Pump Road 
 7:30 p.m. Christian Arabic Church Worship – Sanctuary 

Monday, July 13
 8:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. Sports Outreach Camp – Pump Fields and Pavilion 

Tuesday, July 14 
  8:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. Sports Outreach Camp – Pump Fields and Pavilion 
 7:00 p.m. Worship Committee meeting – Parlor 
 7:00 p.m. Missions Committee meeting – Multipurpose Room 500 Forest Avenue 

Wednesday, July 15
 8:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. Sports Outreach Camp – Pump Fields and Pavilion 
 7:00 p.m. Band Rehearsal – Sanctuary  

Thursday, July 16 
  8:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. Sports Outreach Camp – Pump Fields and Pavilion 
 7:00 p.m. Farouk/Tadrous CAC Wedding Rehearsal – Sanctuary 

Friday, July 17
 8:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. Sports Outreach Camp – Pump Fields and Pavilion 
 8:30 a.m. Europe Prayer and Care Group meeting – meets in Carolyn Oakley’s home 
 9:00 a.m. Emotional Eating Group – Knox Room, 500 Forest Avenue 
 1:00 p.m. Day by Dayers meeting – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue 
 5:00 p.m. That Great Dance Lite – Fellowship Hall 
 6:00 p.m. Farouk/Tadrous Wedding – Sanctuary 



A Covenant Order 
of Evangelical Presbyterians

804.282.4645  
500 Forest Ave.
Richmond, VA 23229

LEARN MORE ABOUT THIRD

Welcome to Third! Visit www.thirdrva.org to learn more about the community and how you 
can connect. Worship preparation, sermon reflection notes, and sermon audio are posted 
weekly. You can also watch the sermon live on the “This Sunday” page. If you’d like to join 
a small group or find out how you can become a member, please contact Beth Nichols at 
bethn@thirdrva.org. Also follow us on Facebook and Twitter for community updates. 

JOIN US FOR FELLOWSHIP TODAY! 

Our services are at 8:45 a.m.,10:00 a.m., and 11:15 a.m. on Sundays in the Sanctuary.  
Join us for a short time of communion and prayer every Sunday at 8:00 a.m. in Room 101. 
From 9:45-11:30 a.m. on Sunday mornings, stop by for a time of fellowship and 
refreshments, including Blanchard’s coffee, in the Fellowship Hall. 
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