
Sunday | July 26, 2015

Third
 CHURCH

“We cannot give God anything; for everything is 
already His, and all we have comes from Him. 

We can only give Him praise, thanks, and honor.” 
–Martin Luther

  The SHAPE of WORSHIP
The formational power of Christian worship  





Welcome! 
Bienvenido! 

We’re glad you’ve chosen to worship at Third! 
We look forward to meeting and getting to know you.

Third Church exists to spread the gospel and seek 
the Shalom of metro Richmond and the world through 

a movement of communities and congregations, 
welcoming people of all cultures to the glory of Jesus Christ. 
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GATHERING                   
God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.

Welcome and Announcements                                     

      Call to Worship                                                                          from Psalm 116:12-19            
        Please stand.

                    
      
     
 
    
     Opening Prayer

      Songs of Praise                                                                               “O Worship the King” 
                                                                                             
                  “Hands to the Heavens”

                                                                                                      (See music on following page.)                                              

                                             

 †

 †
 †

 The cross indicates standing, as you are able. 

 †
Leader: People of God, we have been called together by the kindness of the triune 

God. The doors of God’s mercy have opened wide to us through Jesus Christ, 
and we are welcome here by his grace.   
 
What will we return to the Lord for all the good things he has done for us? 

People: We will lift up the cup of salvation and call on the name of the 
Lord. We will renew our vows to the Lord in the presence of all his 
people. We will offer to him our sacrifice of thanksgiving, and call 
on the name of the Lord! 



O WORSHIP THE KING
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HANDS TO THE HEAVENS
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CONFESSING 
God invites us to be honest with him about ourselves. 

Prayer of Confession 

 
Silent Confession 

Words of Comfort and Assurance                                                           Micah 7:18-20

Almighty and most merciful Father; we have strayed from your ways like lost 
sheep. We have followed our own ways and the desires of our own hearts. We 
have broken your holy laws. Have mercy on us. Restore us according to your 
promises in Jesus Christ our Lord. And grant for his sake that we may live godly 
and obedient lives, so that your holy name will be praised. 

Song of Assurance                       “Desert Song”
                   (See music on following page.)
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Leader: Who is a God like you, who pardons sin and forgives the transgression of the 
remnant of his inheritance? You do not stay angry forever but delight to show 
mercy. You will again have compassion on us; you will tread our sins  
underfoot and hurl all our iniquities into the depths of the sea.  
 
Family of God, hear and believe the good news! In and through Jesus Christ, 
you are clean, you are forgiven, you are loved forever! 

Everyone: Thanks be to God!



DESERT SONG
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(Continued on next page)



      Greeting of Peace 
       As those welcomed and given peace by God, let’s welcome each other in the peace 
       of Christ. 

 †

8



THANKSGIVING  
We give to the Lord in gratitude for what he has done for us.
 
Video – Sports Outreach 

Our Offerings             1 Chronicles 29:14  
      
     Leader: All things come from you, O Lord;
     People: And of your own we have given you.                         
 
Pray for Linda Lemon in France as she seeks, through counseling and training ministry, to sup-
port and care for mission workers in France as they seek to share the gospel of Jesus Christ, 
start new churches, and equip God’s people to do the work of ministry. 
 
Musical Offering     

8:45 & 11:15                            “Shine on Us” – Sanctuary Choir 
           (See text on following page.)

10:00 Service                   “This is My Father’s World” – Elena Aronson, piano 
 
 
 
      Doxology  
      Please stand as we sing to the Lord.

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host: 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

 †
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Lord, let Your light, light of Your face, shine on us.
Lord, let Your light, light of Your face, shine on us.

That we may be saved, that we may have life,
To find our way in the darkest night.

Let Your light shine on us.

Lord, let Your grace, grace from Your hand, fall on us.
Lord, let Your grace, grace from Your hand, fall on us.

That we may be saved, that we may have life,
To find our way in the darkest night.

Let Your grace fall on us.

Lord, let Your love, love with no end, come over us.
Lord, let Your love, love with no end, come over us.

That we may be saved, that we may have life,
To find our way in the darkest night.

Let Your love come over us.

Let Your grace fall on us. Let Your light shine on us.
Shine on us, O Lord.

(Michael W. Smith)

SHINE ON US 
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PROCLAIMING
God speaks to us through his word. 

Prayer of Illumination 

Scripture Readings                         Psalm 50:7-15, ESV

7 “Hear, O my people, and I will speak;
    O Israel, I will testify against you.
    I am God, your God.
8  Not for your sacrifices do I rebuke you;
    your burnt offerings are continually before me.
9  I will not accept a bull from your house
    or goats from your folds.
10 For every beast of the forest is mine,
    the cattle on a thousand hills.
11  I know all the birds of the hills,
    and all that moves in the field is mine.
12 “If I were hungry, I would not tell you,
    for the world and its fullness are mine.
13 Do I eat the flesh of bulls
    or drink the blood of goats?
14 Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving,
    and perform your vows to the Most High,
15 and call upon me in the day of trouble;
    I will deliver you, and you shall glorify me.”
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                              2 Cor 9:6-15, ESV

6 The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows  
bountifully will also reap bountifully. 7 Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not 
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to make all 
grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound 
in every good work. 9 As it is written,“He has distributed freely, he has given to the poor; his 
righteousness endures forever.”10 He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will 
supply and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness.  
11 You will be enriched in every way to be generous in every way, which through us will 
produce thanksgiving to God. 12 For the ministry of this service is not only supplying the needs 
of the saints but is also overflowing in many thanksgivings to God. 13 By their approval of this 
service, they will glorify God because of your submission that comes from your confession of 
the gospel of Christ, and the generosity of your contribution for them and for all others,  
14 while they long for you and pray for you, because of the surpassing grace of God upon 
you. 15 Thanks be to God for his inexpressible gift!

Leader:    This is the word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God!



Message:  

+ THE OFFERING +
Corey Widmer

Notes:
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RESPONDING
We respond to God’s Word. 

      Song of Response                   “We Give Thee But Thine Own” – #649 in the hymnal 
                                                                                                                                                
Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer    

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Prayer Needs

For Health: 
Lou Hanscom, Fred Whitten, Gene Cox, Carol Holt, Gipsie Rodrigues, Merle James, 
Celeste Reynolds, Gretchen Gravely, Betty and Joe Cox, Pam Rambo, Mary Howard, 
Jared Armistead

For Comfort:   
Deaths – Robin Davia (father, 7/12), Courtney Frederick ( 7/14), Audrey Campbell 
(6/26), Michael Henley (mother, 6/25), John Vogel (sister, 6/21), Becky Wetzel (brother, 
6/15), Betsy Pollard (grandmother, 6/12), Mary Lou Laird (6/8), Chip Buehler (mother, 
6/6) 

 
 
 
 

                  

                                              

     

 †
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SENDING
God sends us into the world as his witnesses. 

      Song of Commission                    “Take My Life and Let It Be”– #568 in the hymnal

                                                                             
Commission 
                                              
   Leader:  As we move into a new week, we remember that we are stewards of all that 

God has given, we are partners with one another in the work of the gospel, 
and that we give freely in gratitude for all that God has done for us in Christ.

   People: We offer all that we are and all that we have, our bodies, 
possessions, time, and work, all to be used entirely for God’s glory 
and for his work in the world.

                                                                  
      Benediction
      Please stand as you are able.

            

 †  

 †  

SERVICE NOTES

Refreshments in the Fellowship Hall  
After the 8:45 and 10:00 services, connect with others and make your way down to the 
Fellowship Hall together for a time of continued conversation. This will allow space for those 
waiting to enter for the next worship service. 
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NEWS 
Christian Arabic Church Backpack Donation – Bring your filled backpack any Sunday 
to the Fellowship Hall by August 16th. The Christian Arabic Church, who meets in our building 
on Sunday evenings, uses these backpacks as an outreach tool, giving them to new  
immigrant families in the area. Be a blessing to our community by giving a backpack to help 
families who live right here in the West End. Questions, contact Kathy White 
(kathyw@thirdrva.org) or Tracie Meadows (traciem@thirdrva.org).
 
CHAT Tiny Tykes is hiring part-time lead preschool teachers for 3-4 year olds and 
Pre-K classes, 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m., Monday-Friday. Tiny Tykes is a gospel-centered, 
creative, community-focused preschool committed to fostering a love of learning in the 
Church Hill/East End of Richmond. Visit www.chatrichmond.org/employment-opportunities. 

Hosts needed at 7th Mid-Autumn Festival to welcome Chinese students to VCU on 
Sunday, October 4, 6:00-9:00 p.m. 11 tables need hosts willing to attend the event and then 
follow up by inviting the 8 students at their table home for supper soon after. Contact Katie 
Dusil (katiedusil122@gmail.com or 804-298-9602) if you’d like to host.

Conversation Partners – Do you speak English and enjoy internationals? If you’d like to 
spend an hour every 1-2 weeks talking with an international student, contact Bob Metcalf
(metcalfrobert454@gmail.com), Elaine Metcalf (elaine@swistock.com) or Pam Haney 
(pohaney@vcu.edu ) and begin a new friendship.

Bibles For India – Inspire International, the literacy ministry of David and Nalini Singh, 
is in continuing need of new and gently used Bibles, Bible dictionaries and commentaries. 
Children’s materials are also needed. A collection box is in the commons area outside the 
Fellowship Hall. 

Staff Searches – We are excited about God’s provision for staff openings at Third. Alan 
Ware began this week as Director of Finance and Administration. Alex Sawyer started last 
week on a part time, temporary basis to help us with Production and Technology. You will see 
and hear part of his contribution each week in worship. We are excited to have found Arielle 
Swarr’s replacement as Director of Communications. Rebecca Payne will begin on August 
24. Thank God for His provision and continue to pray for God’s leading as we search for 
Organist, Mission Pastor, and Executive Assistant for the Pastor. For full descriptions of these 
roles or information on how to apply, visit www.thirdrva.org/open ministry positions.
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EVENTS
For more information on classes, events and ministries, come to the Fellowship Hall from
9:45-11:30 a.m., visit our website or find more information at kiosks throughout the 
building. 

College-Age Brunch – Today! Meet in the Fellowship Hall from 11:00-11:15 a.m. to go 
to brunch to discuss sermons and life. Contact Tim Latham (434-426-7713). 
 
The Book Group will be meeting on Tuesday, July 28 at 12:00 p.m. in the Bonhoeffer 
Room at 500 Forest Avenue. We will be discussing the book Seven Men by Eric Metaxas.  
Please plan to join in on the discussion.  

Men’s Kayak Outing – This Saturday, August 1 at 9 a.m. bring your canoe/kayak to the 
James River (or let us know if you need one). Skillfully guided by a former river guide: Third’s 
own Cort Rosebro. E-mail Cort if you are interested (cort.rosebro@gmail.com). 

Save the Date! – Please join us for an evening of praise and prayer at 7:00 p.m. on 
Thursday, August 27 in the Fellowship Hall.

Experience Israel Mission Trip – Registration deadline and deposit due by 
September 15. We will tour Israel from March 24 - April 3, 2016 as well as Petra, Jordan. 
We hope to have 24-26 on the trip but need at least 20 people to go. Contact Tom Barila 
(tomb@thirdrva.org) for more information or visit our website for additional details.

Medical Mission Trip – Together for Tanzania, one of Third’s missions partners, is hosting 
a medical mission trip to the UHAI Medical Center in Mbeya and its rural clinic in Makwale 
the first part of November. Medical professionals will have the option to return home by 
November 11or to travel more extensively with the rest of the team to other cultural areas 
of TFT’s ministry and return home around November 18. Date of departure from Dulles is 
October 30. At this time, flight costs are at an all-time low, so booking will begin soon. If 
you are interested in participating, contact Jeanette Brannan (jmbrannan@comcast.net).

Men’s Sexual Issues Recovery Group – Chris Mathews at the Center for Christian 
Counseling will be starting a 10-week group for men dealing with sexual issues on Tuesdays 
from 5:30- 7:00 p.m. starting July 28. Contact Chris (mathews.cfcc@gmail.com or 
804-306-1079), as an individual session is required to enter the group.
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SUNDAY ADULT DISCIPLESHIP
Sundays at 10:00 a.m.  
 
The Epistles of John: What Makes You Think That You Are Right? – Led by Rev. Nan 
and Boyd Clarke in Room 101. Studying the epistles of John provides answers from orthodox 
historic Christianity to modern anxieties about belief and the question of certitude.
 
Sermon Chat – Led by Elders and hosted by Tom Barila in Room 217.  Join us for discussion 
about the sermons and personal application. An ideal environment for those who want to go 
deeper with the Bible text, ask questions, and meet new folks. 
 
Sticky Faith! – A powerful opportunity to learn how we can help our young members with 
the most important part of their development. Facilitated by the Student Ministry Committee 
in the Student Ministry Area.  

STUDENT MINISTRY 
Grades 7 - 12 at 10:00 a.m. on Sunday mornings

This summer we’re tackling some of the tough questions that teenagers ask about God, faith, 
and the Christian life. Join us each week as we take a look at what God’s word says in 
answer to some of life’s challenging and important questions. Taught by Rick Hutton and 
Sarah Mims (Student Ministry summer intern) each week in the Student Ministry area.

For more information on upcoming student ministry events and how you can get involved, 
contact Rick Hutton (rickh@thirdrva.org).
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY - SUNDAY MORNING
We welcome you to Third and want you to know that your children are precious to us!   
Our staff of both professional child care workers and volunteers are here to serve your 
family in a safe, loving and Christ-centered environment.    

8:45 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. Services: 
Infants – Room 104
Toddler 1 – Room 109 - younger toddlers
Toddler 2 – Room 105 - older toddlers and twos
2’s and 3’s as of 9/30/14 (Little Lambs and Little Lions) – Room 103
4’s as of 9/30/14 and Kindergartners – Children attend 8:45 service with parents and 
 during Noisy Offering; they will be led to Room 223 for play, snack and story time. 
 During the 11:15 service, take your child directly to Room 223 for play, snack 
 and story time.
1st-6th grades – Attend worship with parents. 

10:00 a.m. Service:
Infants – Room 104
Toddler 1 – Room 109
Toddler 2 – Room 105
Little Lambs and Little Lions (2 year olds to young 4s):  We’ll combine these classes for the 
 summer in the Little Lambs room – Room 103 - for a complete Sunday School lesson.
Little Eagles (4-5 year olds) and Kindergarten:  Drop off and pick up your child in Room 223  
 for Sunday school.
1st-6th grade: Drop off in the basement for Sunday school. 
(Children will be released to the Fellowship Hall at 11:05 a.m.)  
 
A Wiggle Room is available if you prefer to have your child with you but he or she is a little 
too active or noisy to be in the service. The service is streamed into Room 124 so you can 
hear the sermon while you nurse or play with your baby/ toddler. Room 124 is located in 
the connecting hall across from the Toddler Room 105 leading to the Student Ministry area. 

Please contact us if we can help familiarize you with all that is available at Third for your  
children. Kathy White: kathyw@thirdrva.org. Tracie Meadows: traciem@thirdrva.org. 
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THIS WEEK AT THIRD
Sunday, July 26 
 9:45 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. Weekly refreshments – Fellowship Hall
 4:00 p.m. AA – Rooms 213/215
 7:00 p.m. Student Ministry Gathering – at Pump Road 
 7:30 p.m. Christian Arabic Church Worship – Sanctuary 

Wednesday, July 29 
 9:00 a.m. Kingdom Knitters – Parlor
 7:00 p.m. Band Rehearsal – Sanctuary   
 7:00 p.m. Women’s Study – Fellowship Hall

Friday, July 31
 9:00 a.m. Emotional Eating Group – Knox Room, 500 Forest Avenue 

Saturday, August 1
 9:00 a.m. Men’s Kayak Outing
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BUDGET UPDATE

Did you know that historically about 
20% of our annual giving is received in 
the month of December? And that 20% 
is also close to what we historically 
receive during the combined summer 
months of June, July and August.  

Would you consider either 
additional giving or an acceleration 
of your planned year-end giving to 
help minimize the strain of the 
summer months on our budget? 
While we trust God to fully meet our 
annual needs this year just as he has 
in the past, a boost to summer giving 
would be a wonderful blessing.

Year-to-date giving through June 2015 
is $1,170,000: higher than 2014, but 
$69,000 lower than year-to-date 
2015 projections. Expenses through 
June 2015 are $1,367,000. 
32% of our spending is for mission 
partners and programs. 

2015 Giving Plan 
$2,772,000

    YTD Giving                   
← $1,170,000

Budgeted YTD Giving 
← $1,239,000

YTD Expenses 
$1,367,000  →

We give praise for God’s grace, provision and generosity and invite you to pray that our 
financial gifts will sustain or even increase Third’s ministry and mission at Forest Avenue, in 
Richmond and around the world. Your gifts have Kingdom impact.
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A Covenant Order 
of Evangelical Presbyterians

804.282.4645  
500 Forest Ave.
Richmond, VA 23229

LEARN MORE ABOUT THIRD

Welcome to Third! Visit www.thirdrva.org to learn more about the community and how you 
can connect. Worship preparation, sermon reflection notes, and sermon audio are posted 
weekly. You can also watch the sermon live on the “This Sunday” page. If you’d like to join 
a small group or find out how you can become a member, please contact Beth Nichols at 
bethn@thirdrva.org. Also follow us on Facebook and Twitter for community updates. 

JOIN US FOR FELLOWSHIP TODAY! 

Our services are at 8:45 a.m.,10:00 a.m., and 11:15 a.m. on Sundays in the Sanctuary.  
Join us for a short time of communion and prayer every Sunday at 8:00 a.m. in Room 101. 
From 9:45-11:30 a.m. on Sunday mornings, stop by for a time of fellowship and 
refreshments, including Blanchard’s coffee, in the Fellowship Hall. 

Sanctuary

Fellowship
Hall

Forest Ave

Playground

Classrooms
(Upstairs

& Downstairs)

Worship
Services

Rm 101

Parlor

Student Ministry Area

Courtyard


