
Sunday | August 9, 2015

“We confess our faith not as a matter of dispassionate 
intellectual assent, but rather as an act 

by which we give God glory and announce 
our membership in the body of Christ.  

We trust that when God’s glory is so lifted up 
and when His nature is thus made manifest 

in the life of the body, the church will be a light 
that draws people from every tribe and tongue 

                 and nation to be reconciled to God.” 
   – ECO Essential Tenets

  The SHAPE of WORSHIP
The formational power of Christian worship  

Third 
 CHURCH



Welcome! 
Bienvenido! 

We’re glad you’ve chosen to worship at Third! 
We look forward to meeting and getting to know you.

Third Church exists to spread the gospel and seek 
the Shalom of metro Richmond and the world through 

a movement of communities and congregations, 
welcoming people of all cultures to the glory of Jesus Christ. 
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GATHERING                   
God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.

Welcome and Announcements                                     

      Call to Worship                                                                                       Psalm 98:1-3        
        Please stand.
Leader: Sing to the Lord a new song, for He has done marvelous things; His right hand 

and His holy arm have worked salvation for Him. 

People: The Lord has made His salvation known and revealed His 
righteousness to the nations. 

Leader: He has remembered His love and His faithfulness to Israel;
All: All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 

    

      Opening Prayer

       Song of Praise                            “A Mighty Fortress is Our God” – #43 in the hymnal 

                                                   “How Firm a Foundation”
                                                                                             
                              (See music on following page.)                                              

                                             

 †

 †
 †

 The cross indicates standing, as you are able. 

 †
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HOW FIRM A FOUNDATION
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CONFESSING 

5

God invites us to be honest with him about ourselves. 

Prayer of Confession 

Faithful Father, we confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart. 
What we have professed with our lips, we have failed to live out. We have not 
put you first. We have not loved our neighbor as ourselves. Have mercy on us. 
Transform us by your Spirit into your faithful followers. 

Silent Confession 

Words of Comfort and Assurance                                                   Ezekiel 36:26-27   

I will give you a new heart and put a right spirit within you; I will remove the heart of stone 
and give you a heart of flesh. I will put my Spirit within you. 

      Greeting of Peace 
       As those welcomed and given peace by God, let’s welcome each other in the peace 
       of Christ. 

 †



THANKSGIVING  
We give to the Lord in gratitude for what he has done for us.
 
Our Offerings               
      
Pray for Tom and Tisha Phillips who train people for ministry to unreached peoples of the 
world. They are engaged in sharing the gospel of Christ to the unreached in Wales. 

Musical Offering     

8:45 and 11:15 services               “Take My Yoke Upon You” – Sanctuary Choir
                                                 (Williams/Nolan) 

Take my yoke upon you, come and learn from me.
Take my yoke upon you, I will give you peace.
Are you weak and heavy laden, are you lonely and distressed?
Come and bring your ev’ry longing, 
Come and I will give you rest.  O I will give you rest.

Take my yoke upon you, come and learn from me.
Take my yoke upon you, I will give you peace.
Come and bring your sorrows, lay them at my feet.
Bring to me your burdens, I will set you free.

Take my yoke upon you, come and learn from me.
Take my yoke upon you, I will give you peace.

10:00               “Called Me Higher” 
                          Words and music by Leslie Jordan 
          
      Doxology  
      Please stand as we sing to the Lord.

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host: 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.     
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PROCLAIMING
God speaks to us through his word. 

Prayer of Illumination 

Scripture Readings                                                                                Deuteronomy 6:4-12

4 Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 5 Love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. 6 These commandments that I give you 
today are to be on your hearts. 7 Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit 
at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. 
8 Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. 9 Write them on the 
doorframes of your houses and on your gates. 10 When the Lord your God brings you into the 
land he swore to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, to give you—a land with large, 
flourishing cities you did not build, 11 houses filled with all kinds of good things you did not 
provide, wells you did not dig, and vineyards and olive groves you did not plant—then when 
you eat and are satisfied, 12 be careful that you do not forget the Lord, who brought you out 
of Egypt, out of the land of slavery.

                 Philippians 2:5-11

5 In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: 6 Who, being 
in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own 
advantage; 7 rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being 
made in human likeness. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself 
by becoming obedient to death—even death on a cross! 9 Therefore God exalted him to the 
highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth,11 and every tongue 
acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

   
Leader:    This is the word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God!



Message:  

+ PROFESSING OUR FAITH +
Ed Satterfield 

Notes:
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RESPONDING
We respond to God’s Word. 

      Song of Response                    “We Believe in God Almighty” – #693 in the hymnal  

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Prayer Needs

For Health: 
Lou Hanscom, Fred Whitten, Gene Cox, Carol Holt, Gipsie Rodrigues, Merle James, 
Celeste Reynolds, Gretchen Gravely, Betty and Joe Cox, Pam Rambo, Mary Howard, 
Jared Armistead

For Comfort:   
Deaths – Kate Mendez (grandfather, 7/23), Robin Davia (father, 7/12), Courtney 
Frederick (7/14), Audrey Campbell (6/26), Michael Henley (mother, 6/25), John Vogel 
(sister, 6/21), Becky Wetzel (brother, 6/15), Betsy Pollard (grandmother, 6/12), Mary 
Lou Laird (6/8), Chip Buehler (mother, 6/6) 

For Metro Richmond:
We pray for the workplaces and businesses of Metropolitan Richmond: for owners and 
managers: for servant leadership, civic responsibility and ethical decision-making.



SENDING
God sends us into the world as his witnesses. 

      Song of Commission                                                                “Great Are You Lord”
                                                                           (See music on following page.)                                              
         
      Commission               The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; And in Jesus 
Christ his only Son our Lord: who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried; 
the third day he rose from the dead; he ascended into heaven and sitteth at the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the 
quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
                                                                                                  
      Benediction
      Please stand as you are able.

 †  

 †  

SERVICE NOTES
Refreshments in the Fellowship Hall  
After the 8:45 and 10:00 services, connect with others and make your way down to the 
Fellowship Hall together for a time of continued conversation. This will allow space for those 
waiting to enter for the next worship service. 

Today’s flowers are given in honor of our mission partners Tom and Tisha Phillips in Wales. 
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GREAT ARE YOU LORD
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NEWS 
Christian Arabic Church Backpack Donation – Please bring your filled backpacks to 
the Fellowship Hall by August 16. The Christian Arabic Church uses these backpacks as an 
outreach tool. Visit the events page on the website for more information.  

The Muslim World Prayer and Care group meets on Monday night, August 17.  Those 
who would like to discuss chapter 2 of the book “Christian, Muslim, Friend” by David Shenk 
should arrive at 6:00 p.m. The prayer time is from 7:00-8:30 p.m. Join us at the home of 
Laurie Chalifoux, 10801 Whitaker Woods Road, Richmond (#740-1199).

           continued on following page 



For 25 + years Third Church has been a key player in the growth and services of STEP, 
an outreach to the Gilpin Court community. We have an opportunity to help in a small way 
as they expand their children’s reading program. On Saturday, August 22 and 29, crews will 
be cleaning and preparing the Calhoun Center. We’ve been asked to contribute snacks for 
the workers. If you are willing to bring finger food to Third on Friday, August 21 or August 28 
before noontime, please call Peggy Dennis (740-4229). Thank you. 

Come Help Us Grow! STEP Richmond’s Victory Reading program is moving to their new 
home in Gilpin Court’s Calhoun Center. Painter’s and cleanup help is needed on August 22 
and August 29 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. as we prepare for the new school year. Make plans 
to join us as we labor in love for our kids. Additional needs include donations of new school 
supplies. Back to school items should be dropped off by Sunday, August 16. To volunteer, 
please contact Ginger James (647-5348). 
 
Dinner 8’s is returning this Fall! – Want to meet some more folks at Third in a fun and 
casual setting? Sign up for Dinner 8’s. You will be placed in a supper group that will meet 
once a month for 3 months starting in September. Meetings are in one another’s homes or at 
a restaurant. Sign up at  www.thirdRVA.org, or pickup a registration form at Third and put it 
in the offering plate. Contact Allene Brown (allenedbrown@gmail.com or 441-1668). 

Hosts needed at 7th Mid-Autumn Festival to welcome Chinese students to VCU on 
Sunday, October 4, 6:00-9:00 p.m. 11 tables need hosts willing to attend the event and 
then follow up by inviting the 8 students at their table home for supper soon after. Contact 
Katie Dusil (katiedusil122@gmail.com or 804-298-9602) if you’d like to host.

Conversation Partners – Do you speak English and enjoy internationals? If you’d like to 
spend an hour every 1-2 weeks talking with an international student, contact Bob Metcalf
(metcalfrobert454@gmail.com), Elaine Metcalf (elaine@swistock.com) or Pam Haney 
(pohaney@vcu.edu ) and begin a new friendship.

Families, Children and Students – Be sure to visit the library (on the first floor across 
from the mailroom).  We have lots of good reading and viewing for these hot, summer days.  
Check out a video, read a book or magazine or work a puzzle. We have all the VeggieTales 
and Superbook Series and many more good family films.  We subscribe to Clubhouse and 
Clubhouse Jr. Stretch your faith this summer with a great missionary biography.  It’s all there 
in the Children’s Library. 
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EVENTS
For more information on classes, events and ministries, come to the Fellowship Hall from
9:45-11:30 a.m., visit our website or find more information at kiosks throughout the 
building. 

Fall Clean-Up Day – It is time for a little cleaning. Volunteers are needed on Saturday, 
August 22 from 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.  We need your help to remove “junk” and trash from 
classrooms and meeting areas in the church so we can make better use of the space we 
have. No skills required. Sign-up is on the Third registration page. Please contact Charles 
Zoffuto for more information (ac_zoffuto@alumni.citadeledu).

Evening of Prayer and Worship – We’re starting off the Fall season as a community 
focused on the praise of our Redeemer and Healer. Join us at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, 
August 27 in the Fellowship Hall for an evening of praise and prayer.

Notre Maison Orphanage Fundraising Dinner – Sunday, August 23 at 5:30 p.m. in 
the Fellowship Hall. The Mosaic Ministry is hosting a dinner to raise money to kick off a new 
nutrition program for children with special needs in Haiti. Find out more and register on 
Third’s website. Contact: Charlotte Gage (804-382-0181). 

Neighborhood Labor Day Party – Join us for a neighborhood block party hosted by 
Third Church on Sunday, September 6 at 11 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. on the church grounds. As 
a part of our focus on mission, this is a good opportunity to reach out and engage with our 
community. So please help us invite anyone and everyone from the neighborhood. There 
will be food trucks, a petting zoo, live music, fellowship and information on our upcoming 
Fall season at Third. We will worship as usual at 8:45, 10, and 11:15 a.m. so our whole 
community can join in after worship. Come one, come all. 

Medical Mission Trip – Together for Tanzania, one of Third’s missions partners, is hosting 
a medical mission trip to the UHAI Medical Center in Mbeya and its rural clinic in Makwale 
the first part of November. Medical professionals will have the option to return home by 
November 11or to travel more extensively with the rest of the team to other cultural areas 
of TFT’s ministry and return home around November 18. Date of departure from Dulles is 
October 30. At this time, flight costs are at an all-time low, so booking will begin soon. If 
you are interested in participating, contact Jeanette Brannan (jmbrannan@comcast.net).
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SUNDAY ADULT DISCIPLESHIP
Sundays at 10:00 a.m. 
 
The Epistles of John: What Makes You Think That You Are Right? 
Led by Rev. Nan and Boyd Clarke in Room 101. Studying the epistles of John provides 
answers from orthodox historic Christianity to modern anxieties about belief and the question 
of certitude.
 
All but one of our Adult discipleship classes is on “sabbath break” during 
August. Join us in the Fellowship Hall to visit.  Nursery through kindergarten 
and younger will continue to take place during all three services. The Good 
News Class will continue to meet in Room 101. We are looking forward to our 
open house and Labor Day party where you’ll discover all the discipleship 
opportunities available for the Fall season.
 

STUDENT MINISTRY 
Grades 7 - 12

Student Ministry Sunday School is taking a break for the month of August. 

For more information on upcoming student ministry events and how you can get involved, 
contact Rick Hutton (rickh@thirdrva.org) or Andrea Woie (andreaw@thirdrva.org). 
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY - SUNDAY MORNING
We welcome you to Third and want you to know that your children are precious to us!   
Our staff of both professional child care workers and volunteers are here to serve your 
family in a safe, loving and Christ-centered environment.    

Children’s Ministry is taking a break for the month of August. Children 1st 
grade and above will attend church with their families. Before or after the 
service, bring your children with you to the Fellowship Hall where you can all 
enjoy time getting to know your Third family. Classes will resume in September. 

Nursery for Kindergarten and younger will continue to take place during all 
three services. There will be a short lesson for the children during the 10:00 a.m. 
hour.  The Little Lambs class will continue their usual schedule at 10 a.m. 

Mark your calendar for a Sunday School Open House on September 6, 
and Sunday School kick-off on September 13.  

A Wiggle Room is available if you prefer to have your child with you but he or she is a little 
too active or noisy to be in the service. The service is streamed into Room 124 so you can 
hear the sermon while you nurse or play with your baby/ toddler. Room 124 is located in 
the connecting hall across from the Toddler Room 105 leading to the Student Ministry area. 

Please contact us if we can help familiarize you with all that is available at Third for your  
children. Kathy White: kathyw@thirdrva.org. Tracie Meadows: traciem@thirdrva.org. 
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THIS WEEK AT THIRD
Sunday, August 9 
 9:45 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. Weekly refreshments – Fellowship Hall
 12:30 p.m. Care and Cards mtg. – Room 209 
 4:00 p.m. AA – Rooms 213/215
 7:00 p.m. Student Ministry Gathering – at Pump Road 
 7:30 p.m. Christian Arabic Church Worship – Sanctuary 

Tuesday, August 11
 7:00 p.m. Worship Committee mtg. – Parlor 600 Forest Avenue 
 7:00 p.m. Missions Committee mtg. – Multipurpose Room 500 Forest Avenue 

Wednesday, August 12 
 7:00 p.m. Praise band rehearsal – Sanctuary   
 7:00 p.m. Women’s Study – Fellowship Hall

Thursday, August 13
 6:30 p.m. Healing Prayer Rooms – Student Ministry Area 

Friday, August 14
 9:00 a.m. Emotional Eating Group – Knox Room, 500 Forest Avenue 
 5:00 p.m. That Great Dance Lite – Fellowship Hall 

Saturday, August 15
 1:00 p.m. Memorial service in the Sanctuary for Courtney Frederick with reception 
                   to follow in the Fellowship Hall. 
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BUDGET UPDATE

Did you know that historically about 
20% of our annual giving is received in 
the month of December? And that 20% 
is also close to what we historically 
receive during the combined summer 
months of June, July and August.  

Would you consider either 
additional giving or an acceleration 
of your planned year-end giving to 
help minimize the strain of the 
summer months on our budget? 
While we trust God to fully meet our 
annual needs this year just as he has 
in the past, a boost to summer giving 
would be a wonderful blessing.

Year-to-date giving through June 2015 
is $1,170,000: higher than 2014, but 
$69,000 lower than year-to-date 
2015 projections. Expenses through 
June 2015 are $1,367,000. 
32% of our spending is for mission 
partners and programs. 

2015 Giving Plan 
$2,772,000

    YTD Giving                   
← $1,170,000

Budgeted YTD Giving 
← $1,239,000

YTD Expenses 
$1,367,000  →

We give praise for God’s grace, provision and generosity and invite you to pray that our 
financial gifts will sustain or even increase Third’s ministry and mission at Forest Avenue, in 
Richmond and around the world. Your gifts have Kingdom impact.
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A Covenant Order 
of Evangelical Presbyterians

804.282.4645  
500 Forest Ave.
Richmond, VA 23229

LEARN MORE ABOUT THIRD

Welcome to Third! Visit www.thirdrva.org to learn more about the community and how you 
can connect. Worship preparation, sermon reflection notes, and sermon audio are posted 
weekly. You can also watch the sermon live on the “This Sunday” page. If you’d like to join a 
small group , find out how you can become a member ,   or find ways to serve,   please contact 
Beth Nichols at bethn@thirdrva.org. Also follow us on Facebook and Twitter for community 
updates. 

JOIN US FOR FELLOWSHIP TODAY! 

Our services are at 8:45 a.m.,10:00 a.m., and 11:15 a.m. on Sundays in the Sanctuary.  
Join us for a short time of communion and prayer every Sunday at 8:00 a.m. in Room 101. 
From 9:45-11:30 a.m. on Sunday mornings, stop by for a time of fellowship and 
refreshments, including Blanchard’s coffee, in the Fellowship Hall. 

Sanctuary

Fellowship
Hall

Forest Ave

Playground

Classrooms
(Upstairs

& Downstairs)

Worship
Services

Rm 101

Parlor

Student Ministry Area

Courtyard


