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  The SHAPE of WORSHIP
The formational power of Christian worship

“Worship, like creation, ends as it began: 
with God’s blessing…When we were called 

we were blessed; now as we’re sent, we’re blessed. 
We are not sent out as orphans, nor are we sent out 

to prove ourselves. The blessing speaks of the 
affirmation and conferral – that we go empowered 

for this mission, graced recipients of good gifts, 
filled with the Spirit, our imagination fueled by 

the Word to imagine the world otherwise.” 
James K. A. Smith

Third 
 CHURCH



Welcome! 
Bienvenido! 

We’re glad you’ve chosen to worship at Third! 
We look forward to meeting and getting to know you.

Third Church exists to spread the gospel and seek 
the Shalom of metro Richmond and the world through 

a movement of communities and congregations, 
welcoming people of all cultures to the glory of Jesus Christ. 
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GATHERING                   
God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.

Welcome and Announcements   

Preparation 

Leader:    Let us remember in silence that we are in the holy presence of God.
People:  Amen. 
A period of silence is kept.                                                                                                                                 

      Call to Worship                From Psalm 67:1-5  
                                                                                                                                          
Leader:     May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face shine on us.
People:   So that your ways may be known on earth, your salvation among 
                  all nations.
Leader:     May the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you rule the peoples with equity
                  and guide the nations of the earth.
People:   May the peoples praise you, God; may all the peoples praise you.                   

                  
      Songs of Praise                   “All Creatures of Our God and King”– #356 in the hymnal

                                                “This is My Father’s World”– #384 in the hymnal  

                                                                           
 

 †

 The cross indicates standing, as you are able.  †
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CONFESSING 
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God invites us to be honest with him about ourselves. 

Prayer of Confession       
                                                                             
Leader:    Heavenly Father, your word tells us that you have blessed us to be people sent to 
                 bless the world, yet we admit that we want to keep your blessings for ourselves.
People:  Forgive us, Lord.
Leader:    God, you call us to be sent out to proclaim the good news of Jesus, yet we so often 
                 fail to acknowledge him in our own lives let alone tell others about him.
People:  Forgive us, Lord. 
Leader:    Jesus, you promise to be with us as we are sent, yet we are afraid to go where you 
                 lead and we let fear rule in our hearts instead of trusting in you.
People:  Forgive us, Lord.
Leader:    Lord God, we confess these things before you together and we ask now that you 
                would hear our individual silent confession.

Silent Confession

Assurance of Pardon                                                                                 From Isaiah 1

Leader:    The Lord tells us that though your sins are like scarlet they will be as white as snow.  
                 Though they are as red as crimson, they shall be like wool.  In Jesus Christ we have 
                 been washed, we have been cleaned, we have been saved.
People:  Praise the Lord for this amazing gift!

Song of Assurance                                                     “Psalm 103 – The Lord is Merciful”
                                                                                                     (See music on following pages.) 
       
        Greeting of Peace 

        Leader:   The peace of the Lord be with you always.
        People: And also with you. 
        Leader:   Let us offer one another a sign of peace.
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PSALM 103 - THE LORD IS MERCIFUL
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THANKSGIVING  
We give to the Lord in gratitude for what he has done for us.
 
Our Offerings                                                
   
Pray for Ashley Hall and Urban Hope as they seek to strengthen the inner city of Richmond 
through encouraging financial stability, assisting people in home ownership and finding 
affordable rental property.  

Musical Offering                          “Acclamation of Assurance” – Sanctuary Choir  
8:45 and 11:15 Services                                                                                                   (Martin)  

Through the valley I will keep you; in the shadows I am light.
In the darkness I will lead; my word will be your sight.
Through the tears of loss I’ll comfort you; through the years I’ll keep you strong.
Within the silence of the night, my grace will be your song.

And you will be my people; I will be your Rock!
You will be my church forever; I will be your God!

When the trials of life bring fire and rain, I will keep you in my heart.
I will help you live again.  Through grace, the healing starts.
I’m the Promise of tomorrow, I’m the One who will restore.
I’m the Hope for ev’ry sorrow, and Peace beyond the storm.

And you will be my people; I will be your Rock!
You will be my church forever; I will be your God!

The plans I have for you are bright with promise, for I have written you upon my hand.
I will be with you all the journey.  I’ll take you to the promised land!
I’ll take you to the promised land.

And you will be my people; I will be your Rock!
You will be my church forever; I will be your God!
Yes, I will be your God.
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Musical Offering                                                                                 “Shout to the Lord” 
10:00 Service                                                                                          Bisola Olowe and Team 
                                                                                  
My Jesus, my Savior,
Lord, there is none like You;
All of my days
I want to praise
The wonders of Your mighty love.

My comfort, my shelter,
Tower of refuge and strength;
Let every breath, all that I am
Never cease to worship You.

Shout to the Lord, all the earth,
Let us sing
Power and majesty, praise to the King;
Mountains bow down and the seas will roar
At the sound of Your name.

I sing for joy at the work of Your hands,
Forever I’ll love You, forever I’ll stand,
Nothing compares to the promise I have in You.

      Doxology 
      Please stand as we sing to the Lord. 

      Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host: 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.         
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PROCLAIMING
God speaks to us through his word. 

Prayer of Illumination 

Scripture Readings                                                               
                   Numbers 6:22-27 (NIV, 1984) 

22 The Lord said to Moses, 23 “Tell Aaron and his sons, ‘This is how you are to bless the 
Israelites. Say to them: 24 “The Lord bless you and keep you; 25 the Lord make his face shine 
upon you and be gracious to you;  26 the Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace.”’ 
27 “So they will put my name on the Israelites, and I will bless them.”

                   Ephesians 3:14-21 (NIV, 1984)                                                                      

14 For this reason I kneel before the Father, 15 from whom his whole family in heaven and on 
earth derives its name. 16 I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with 
power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through 
faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, 18 may have power, 
together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of 
Christ, 19 and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the 
measure of all the fullness of God. 20 Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than 
all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, 21 to him be glory in 
the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.

                                    
Leader:    This is the word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God!



Message:  

+ BENEDICTION: A BEGINNING AT THE END +
Rick Hutton 

Notes:
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RESPONDING
We respond to God’s word. 
Song of Response                 “We Are Called to Be God’s People” – #710 in the hymnal                                              
                                                                                                    
Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer

Leader:   Heavenly Father, we pray for those who suffer from brokenness of body. Bring relief 
    to those in pain and healing to those in all kinds of distress. Renew the strength of 
                those who are weary, and renew the faith of those who are in despair. 
    Lord, in your mercy,
People: Hear our prayer.

Leader:   For the brokenness and unrest in metro Richmond, for communities wounded by 
               injustice, for neighborhoods scarred by violence, and for all who suffer 
               oppressions, Lord, we pray for your power to be revealed. Break the arm of  
               injustice and strike the mouth of the wicked! Vindicate your servants as we wait 
               for you with patience.
   Lord, in your mercy,
People: Hear our prayer.

Leader:   We pray for those around the world who are displaced by violence and warfare, 
    sleeping in camps and in the streets, who have no hope but your salvation. We cry 
                out to you especially for the many millions of refugee children around the world. 
                Be their loving Father, and stir the hearts of your people to meet their needs. 
                Lord, in your mercy,
People: Hear our prayer.

For what else should we pray?

We invite anyone to add their own intercessions at this time, ending with, 
“Lord, in your mercy,” and all responding, “Hear our prayer.” 

Now gathering our prayers into one, let us pray boldly as our Savior has taught us: 

People:   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom 
                  come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
                  our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
                  debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
                  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory for ever and          
                  ever. Amen. 
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Prayer Needs

For Health
Lou Hanscom, Fred Whitten, Gene Cox, Carol Holt, Gipsie Rodrigues, Merle James, Celeste 
Reynolds, Gretchen Gravely, Betty and Joe Cox, Pam Rambo, Mary Howard, Jared 
Armistead

For Comfort 
Deaths – Jane Gallion (8/20), Kay Martine (husband, 8/18), Britten Parker (father, 8/16), 
Mason and Jean Robinson, Stephen Robinson and Danita Harper (son and brother, Greg 
Robinson, 8/7), Kate Mendez (grandfather, 7/23), Robin Davia (father, 7/12), Courtney 
Frederick (7/14), Audrey Campbell (6/26), Michael Henley (mother, 6/25), John Vogel 
(sister, 6/21), Becky Wetzel (brother, 6/15), Betsy Pollard (grandmother, 6/12), Mary Lou 
Laird (6/8), Chip Buehler (mother, 6/6) 

For Metro Richmond
We pray for the workplaces and businesses of metropolitan Richmond: for full employment 
opportunities for our young people and heads of families, for the long-term unemployed, 
and for the under-employed. 



SENDING
God sends us into the world as his witnesses. 

     Song of Commission                “Crown Him with Many Crowns” – #92 in the hymnal                                                                                                           
  
     Commission                                                                           
    Leader:  God has blessed us with the riches of Christ and by his power we are sent out 

into the world proclaiming the good news of Jesus Christ.

    People: We have been blessed to be a blessing. May we live each day in 
this way! 

                                                                                                                
      Benediction

     Choral Benediction                                                      “Benediction” – Sanctuary Choir 
      8:45 and 11:15 Services 

                                                                                                         
     Organ Postlude                                                                

 †  
 †  

SERVICE NOTES
Refreshments in the Fellowship Hall  
After the 8:45 and 10:00 services, connect with others and make your way down to the 
Fellowship Hall together for a time of continued conversation. This will allow space for those 
waiting to enter for the next worship service. 

Today’s flowers are given in memory of Audrey Campbell from her family and friends.  
Audrey would have been 80 years old on August 25. 

The additional flower arrangement is given by Britten Parker and family in memory of 
her father, Duncan Blankinship. 

 †  
 †  
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NEWS 
Help with Sunday refreshments – We could use your help on one of two shifts each 
Sunday morning setting up refreshments in the Fellowship Hall.  Sign up to help at 
www.thirdrva.org/ways-to-serve 

Transportation needed for “non-driving” ladies who would like to attend an upcoming 
Ladies Small Group meeting at Third Church. They will meet once a month on the second 
Tuesday of every month beginning in September through May. Contact Barbara Satterfield 
(270-5183). 

Jobs For Life Champions – Third is looking for mentor “Champions” for the Jobs for Life 
training this fall.  JFL teaches job and life skills from a Christian perspective. Champions are 
critical to provide personal support in the training.  To find out more about being a 
Champion, contact Ed Satterfield (282-4645, ext. 107) and join the Global Breakfast of 
Champions on Tuesday, September 1 in the Fellowship Hall with participants from STEP 
and others around the city. There will also be a live-streaming video from JFL headquarters.   
Register online at www.jobsforlife.org/events. Any questions, contact Tim Cole (timcole@
steprichmond.org) or Jen Campbell (jen@wheless.com).  

Wednesdays at Third – Come to Third on September 16 at 6:30 p.m. for the fall season 
kick-off of Wednesday fellowship opportunities. 

Relationships in Peace Ministry – If you need help with a relationship impasse or need 
someone to walk beside you through a difficult relational situation, please contact us. We 
are here to help. Learn about this ministry at http://www.thirdrva.org/partners/
relationships-in-peace.  For assistance, email RelationshipsInPeace.ThirdRVA@gmail.com.

Newcomers Class, October 11, 16-17 – Interested in learning more about Third or 
would you like to consider membership?  Join us in our next Newcomers Class where you 
will learn about Third’s vision for worship, discipleship, community, serving and outreach. 
Childcare is provided with a reservation. Sign up online at www.thirdrva.org /membership 
or contact Beth Nichols (bethn@thirdrva.org or 282-4645, ext. 124). 

       



EVENTS
For more information on classes, events and ministries, come to the Fellowship Hall from
9:45-11:30 a.m., visit our website or find more information at kiosks throughout the 
building. 

Neighborhood Labor Day Party at Third – Join us for a neighborhood block 
party hosted by Third Church on Sunday, September 6 from 11 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. on the 
church grounds. As a part of our focus on mission, this is a good opportunity to reach out 
and engage with our community. So please help us invite anyone and everyone from the 
neighborhood. There will be food trucks, a petting zoo, live music, fellowship and information 
on our upcoming Fall season at Third. We will worship as usual at 8:45,10:00, and 
11:15 a.m. so our whole community can join in after worship. Come one, come all! 

Mission Footprint 5K– On Saturday, September 12, Third Church is joining Trinity United 
Methodist and River Road Baptist in sponsoring the Mission Footprint 5K. The race begins 
and ends at Trinity and winds through our surrounding neighborhoods. There’s a Fun Run for 
the kids before the 5K. All proceeds from the race go to support Camp Alkulana, CARITAS, 
CrossOver Ministry and the Micah Initiative. Sign up on our website.

“Experience Israel” discipleship trip! This will be the third time that we have 
traveled to Israel. (We aim for every other year). We are visiting the four seas: the 
Mediterranean Sea, the Sea of Galilee, the Red Sea, and the Dead Sea along with 60 
other sites including Petra, Jordan. We’re scheduled for March 23 to April 3, 2016.  Just in 
time to spend Easter Sunday in the Garden Tomb in Jerusalem.  Join us for this trip of a 
lifetime.  Please register by September 15, 2015. More details can be found on our website. 
www.thirdrva.org/news-events/experience-israel-tour-2015-march-4-15. 
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SUNDAY ADULT DISCIPLESHIP
Sundays at 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday morning discipleship Open House (9/6) and Kick-Off Sunday (9/13).  
On September 6, 10-11 a.m., join us in the Fellowship Hall as we’ll hear from our teaching 
team what’s being offered and where. Students and children will also have a chance to 
meet their teachers and visit classrooms. Kick-Off Sunday is September 13.  Please visit our 
website or pick up a copy of the Third Press to read about all the wonderful options to study 
and meet folks. 

Most of our adult discipleship classes are on “sabbath break” during August.  
Why not join us in the Fellowship Hall to visit and enjoy some snacks and coffee? The Good 
News Class will continue to meet in Room 101. Our topic: Sermon Chat! 

 

STUDENT MINISTRY 
Grades 7 - 12

Student Ministry Sunday School is taking a break for the month of August. 

For more information on upcoming student ministry events and how you can get involved, 
contact Rick Hutton (rickh@thirdrva.org) or Andrea Woie (andreaw@thirdrva.org). 
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY - SUNDAY MORNING
We welcome you to Third and want you to know that your children are precious to us!   
Our staff of both professional childcare workers and volunteers are here to serve your 
family in a safe, loving and Christ-centered environment.    

Children’s Ministry is taking a break for the month of August. Children 1st grade 
and above will attend church with their families. Before or after the service, bring your 
children with you to the Fellowship Hall where you can all enjoy time getting to know your 
Third family. Classes will resume in September. 

Nursery for Kindergarten and younger will continue to take place during 
all three services. There will be a short lesson for the children during the 10 a.m. hour.  
The Little Lambs class will continue their usual schedule of instruction at 10 a.m.  

Mark your calendar for a Sunday School Open House on September 6, 
and Sunday School kick-off on September 13.  

A Wiggle Room is available if you prefer to have your child with you but he or she is a little 
too active or noisy to be in the service. The service is streamed into Room 124 so you can 
hear the sermon while you nurse or play with your baby/toddler. Room 124 is located in 
the connecting hall across from the Toddler Room 105 leading to the Student Ministry area. 

Please contact us if we can help familiarize you with all that is available at Third for your  
children. Kathy White: kathyw@thirdrva.org. Tracie Meadows: traciem@thirdrva.org. 
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THIS WEEK AT THIRD
Sunday, August 30 
9:45 a.m.-11:30 a.m. Weekly refreshments – Fellowship Hall
12:30 p.m.  Women’s Group Leaders Lunch - Multipurpose Room at 500 Forest Avenue 
4:00 p.m. AA – Rooms 213/215
7:00 p.m. Student Ministry Gathering – at Pump Road 
7:30 p.m. Christian Arabic Church Worship – Sanctuary 

Tuesday, September 1
10:00 a.m.  STEP Jobs for Life Breakfast of Champions – Fellowship Hall 

Wednesday, September 2 
7:00 p.m. Combined choir rehearsal – Choir Room 
7:00 p.m. Praise band rehearsal – Sanctuary   
 
Friday, September 4
9:00 a.m. Emotional Eating Group – Knox Room, 500 Forest Avenue 
1:00 p.m. Day by Dayers meeting – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue
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BUDGET UPDATE

Did you know that historically about 
20% of our annual giving is received in 
the month of December? And that 20% 
is also close to what we historically 
receive during the combined summer 
months of June, July and August.  

Would you consider either 
additional giving or an acceleration 
of your planned year-end giving to 
help minimize the strain of the 
summer months on our budget? 
While we trust God to fully meet our 
annual needs this year just as he has 
in the past, a boost to summer giving 
would be a wonderful blessing.

Year-to-date giving through June 2015 
is $1,170,000: higher than 2014, but 
$69,000 lower than year-to-date 
2015 projections. Expenses through 
June 2015 are $1,367,000. 
32% of our spending is for mission 
partners and programs. 

2015 Giving Plan 
$2,772,000

    YTD Giving                   
← $1,170,000

Budgeted YTD Giving 
← $1,239,000

YTD Expenses 
$1,367,000  →

We give praise for God’s grace, provision and generosity and invite you to pray that 
our financial gifts will sustain or even increase Third’s ministry and mission at Forest Avenue, 
in Richmond and around the world. Your gifts have Kingdom impact.
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A Covenant Order 
of Evangelical Presbyterians

804.282.4645  
500 Forest Ave.
Richmond, VA 23229

LEARN MORE ABOUT THIRD

Welcome to Third! Visit www.thirdrva.org to learn more about the community and how you 
can connect. Worship preparation, sermon reflection notes, and sermon audio are posted 
weekly. You can also watch the sermon live on the “This Sunday” page. If you’d like to join a 
small group , find out how you can become a member ,   or find ways to serve,  please contact 
Beth Nichols at bethn@thirdrva.org. Also follow us on Facebook and Twitter for community 
updates. 

JOIN US FOR FELLOWSHIP TODAY! 

Our services are at 8:45 a.m.,10:00 a.m., and 11:15 a.m. on Sundays in the Sanctuary.  
Join us for a short time of communion and prayer every Sunday at 8:00 a.m. in Room 101. 
From 9:45-11:30 a.m. on Sunday mornings, stop by for a time of fellowship and 
refreshments, including Blanchard’s coffee, in the Fellowship Hall. 

Sanctuary

Fellowship
Hall

Forest Ave

Playground

Classrooms
(Upstairs

& Downstairs)

Worship
Services

Rm 101

Parlor

Student Ministry Area

Courtyard


