
Sunday | August 28, 2016

THE STORY OF THE FOUR SOILS

“Though I do not believe that a plant will spring up where no 
seed has been, I have great faith in a seed. Convince me that you 

have a seed there, and I am prepared to expect wonders.” 
Henry David Thoreau





Welcome! 
Bienvenido! 

We’re glad you’ve chosen to worship at Third! 
We look forward to meeting and getting to know you.

Third Church exists to spread the gospel and seek 
the Shalom of metro Richmond and the world through 

a movement of communities and congregations, 
welcoming people of all cultures to the glory of Jesus Christ. 
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GATHERING                   
God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
Prelude                Processional and Trumpet Tune on "Cwm Rhondda"           Jeff Hummel           
                                                              (Wayne Wold)  
                                                                                                  
Welcome and Announcements  
Preparation                                                                                              
Leader: May our souls take refuge 

from the crowding turmoil of worldly thought,
and beneath the shadow of your wings, 
find rest in you, O God.

Everyone: Amen.

Let’s quiet our hearts in silent preparation for worship.

Choral Call to Worship             "Go Not Far From Me, O God"                   Alleluia
11:15 a.m. Service 
Call to Worship                                                                          From Psalm 150 
Leader: Praise God in his sanctuary; praise him in his mighty heavens.
People: Praise him for his acts of power; praise him for his surpassing 

greatness.
Leader: Praise him with the sounding of the trumpet, praise him with the harp 

and lyre,
People: Praise him with timbrel and dancing, praise him with the 

strings and pipe,
Leader: Praise him with the clash of cymbals, praise him with resounding 

cymbals.
People: Let everything that has breath praise the Lord. Praise the Lord.

     
 Opening Prayer  
 Songs of Praise                         "How Great Thou Art"                  #21 in the Hymnal                                
                                                       "This is Amazing Grace"     

 The cross indicates standing, as you are able.  †

 †

 †    
 †    

 †



HOW GREAT THOU ART
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O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder
Consider all the worlds thy hands have made,
I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder,
Thy power throughout the universe displayed.

(Refrain)
Then sings my soul, my Savior God to thee:
How great thou art, how great thou art!
Then sings my soul, my Savior God to thee:
How great thou art, how great thou art!

When through the woods and forest glades I wander
And hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees,
When I look down from lofty mountain grandeur,
And hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze.  (refrain)

And when I think that God, his Son not sparing, 
Sent him to die, I scarce can take it in,
That on the cross, my burden gladly bearing,
He bled and died to take away my sin.  (refrain)

When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation
And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart!
Then I shall bow in humble adoration, 
And there proclaim, "My God, how great thou art."  (refrain)
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THIS IS AMAZING GRACE



CONFESSING 
God invites us to be honest with him about ourselves. 

Prayer of Confession                                                               

Everyone: Jesus Lord, in your mercy,
  by your holy life that heals us,
  by your holy death that saves us,
  by your Holy Spirit with us,
  come to cleanse these sinners that we are.
  Set us free to obey you;
  make us clear to stand before you;
  then, for your mercy, we will praise you.
  Amen. 

Silent Confession                                        

  Song of Assurance                     "The Lord Is Merciful" (Psalm 103)           
                                                                                         (See music on following page) 

  Greeting of Peace
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THE LORD IS MERCIFUL (PSALM 103) 
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THANKSGIVING
We respond to God’s word.                                                                                                

Our Offerings
Pray for Donald Marsden as he seeks to mobilize people and resources for ministry 
among unreached people groups and developing partnerships with frontline workers; to 
the Arssi Oromo of Ethiopia and mission workers in West Africa, Russia, Siberia, Hungary 
and the Ukraine. 

Musical Offering                          "It Is Well With My Soul"              Jeff Hummel, piano 
8:45/11:15 a.m. services            (arr. Dino Kartsonakis)                                                                                                               

Musical Offering                   "Jesus is a Rock in a Weary Land"            Sanctuary Choir 
10:00 a.m. service                                     (Hayes)              (See text on following page)
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Jesus is a rock, Jesus is a rock, Jesus is a rock, 
My Jesus is a rock, Jesus is a rock in a weary land.

Jesus is a rock in a weary land, a weary land, a weary land,
My Jesus is a rock in a weary land, a shelter in the time of storm.

Stop and let me tell you 'bout the chapel of one.
The Lord God's work has just begun.
Stop and let me tell you 'bout the chapel of two.
The Lord God's written His Bible, too.
Stop and let me tell you 'bout the chapel of three.
My God died on Calvary.
Stop and let me tell you 'bout the chapel of four.
The devil's power is no more.
Stop and let me tell you 'bout the chapel of five.
The Lord God's brought us, so stand alive.
Stop and let me tell you 'bout the chapel of six.
He readied Jerusalem and healed the sick.

My Jesus is a rock in a weary land, a weary land, a weary land,
My Jesus is a rock in a weary land, a shelter in the time of storm.

Stop and let me tell you 'bout the chapel of sev'n.
The Lord God's risen and He went to heav'n.
Children, stop and let me tell you 'bout the chapel of eight.
I see Him standing at the golden gate.
Stop and let me tell you 'bout the chapel of nine.
The Lord God's turning that water to wine.
Stop and let me tell you 'bout the chapel of ten.
Children, John said He's coming to the world again!

Jesus is a rock in a weary land, a weary land, a weary land,
My Jesus is a rock in a weary land, a shelter in the time of storm.

JESUS IS A ROCK IN A WEARY LAND
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PROCLAIMING
God speaks to us through his word.          

Prayer of Illumination 
  
Scripture Reading                                                                                         Luke 8:4-15

4 While a large crowd was gathering and people were coming to Jesus from town after 
town, he told this parable: 5 “A farmer went out to sow his seed. As he was scattering the 
seed, some fell along the path; it was trampled on, and the birds ate it up. 6 Some fell on 
rocky ground, and when it came up, the plants withered because they had no moisture. 
7 Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up with it and choked the plants. 8 Still other 
seed fell on good soil. It came up and yielded a crop, a hundred times more than was 
sown.”

When he said this, he called out, “Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear.”

9 His disciples asked him what this parable meant. 10 He said, “The knowledge of the 
secrets of the kingdom of God has been given to you, but to others I speak in parables, 
so that,

“‘though seeing, they may not see;
   though hearing, they may not understand.’

11 This is the meaning of the parable: The seed is the word of God. 12 Those along the path 
are the ones who hear, and then the devil comes and takes away the word from their 
hearts, so that they may not believe and be saved. 13 Those on the rocky ground are the 
ones who receive the word with joy when they hear it, but they have no root. They believe 
for a while, but in the time of testing they fall away. 14 The seed that fell among thorns 
stands for those who hear, but as they go on their way they are choked by life’s worries, 
riches and pleasures, and they do not mature. 15 But the seed on good soil 
stands for those with a noble and good heart, who hear the word, retain it, and by
persevering produce a crop.”

Leader:     This is the word of the Lord.
People:   Thanks be to God! 



Message:  

The Story of the Four Soils
+ Tim Latham +

  
 

Notes:
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RESPONDING
We respond to God’s word. 
               
Song of Response  
                              "Take My Life and Let It Be Consecrated"          #568 in the Hymnal                          

Prayers of the People
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Prayer Needs

For Health
Allen Lawrence, Marriott Jackson, Jerry Ramsey, Francis Steadman, Betty Cox, Charles 
Ellison, Christie Geraty, Dru Fitch, Mark Koontz, Margaret Leith, Dabney Harvey, Eileen 
Raynor, Lou Hanscom, Carol Holt, Celeste Reynolds, Pam Rambo

For Comfort 
Deaths – Lillian Hazelton (father, 7/21), Amy and Sarah Helweg (husband and father, 
7/20), Becca Payne (grandmother, 7/1), Paul White (mother, 6/20), Christina Brown 
(brother, 6/17), Pam Haney (mother, 6/9), Sunny Rosebro (mother, 6/6)

For Metro Richmond 
We pray for the workplaces and businesses of metropolitan Richmond: for full 
employment opportunities for our young people and heads of families, for the long-term 
unemployed and for the under-employed. 

For Our Nation and the World – Aleppo, Syria 
The rebel-held area of Aleppo, once Syria's most populous city and commercial center, is 
being destroyed by government and Russian air strikes and retaliatory rebel mortars. In this 
5-year war, over 400,000 people have died, with 14,000 children among them. An 
estimated 2 million Syrians have fled the country. With supply roads cut off, hundreds of 
thousands of people are trapped, lacking food, clean water, medical supplies and electricity.  
• Pray for a truce in the fighting to allow the passage of humanitarian aid into the city.
• Pray for renewed strength and protection for medical staff and hospitals, which are 

overwhelmed by daily bombings and few medical supplies and are targeted by                 
government forces.

• Pray for Syrian Christians to be faithful witnesses under suffering and persecution, that 
through them, Syrians will come to know Jesus as their true peace.

• May the Father guide world leaders to influence an end to the conflict.

For Our Nation and the World – Missionary Prayer and Care groups meet 
monthly to pray for our mission partners in Europe, Asia and the Muslim world. Contact 
Carolyn Oakley (cdoakley1@gmail.com/937-6564) to learn more. 
NOTE: Beginning in October, the Muslim World Prayer and Care group will meet on the first 
Tuesday night of each month from 7-8:30 p.m. at the home of Laurie Chalifoux. 
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SENDING
God sends us into the world as his witnesses. 

Song of Commission                            "Doxology"   

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise him, all creatures here below. 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host. 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 
 
Let earth and heavenly saints proclaim 
The power and might of his great Name. 
Let us exalt on bended knee. 
Praise God, the Holy Trinity. 

Praise to the King; his throne transcends. 
His crown and Kingdom never end. 
Now and throughout eternity 
I’ll praise the One who died for me.

Amen.

 †  
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 Commission                                                                                                                                         
Leader: May Christ dwell in your hearts through faith, that you being rooted 

and established in love may have power to grasp how wide and long 
and high and deep is the love of Christ and to know this love that 
surpasses knowledge –

Everyone: That we may all be filled with the fullness of God. 

 Benediction               

 Postlude                                    "Trumpet Tune"                                      Jeff Hummel                                              
 11:15 a.m. service                                (Raymond Haan)                                                        
                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
If you would like prayer for any reason, two elders are available at the front of the 
Sanctuary (by the lectern) after each service. We invite you to come forward for any 
prayer needs you may have.

SERVICE NOTES 
Today's flowers are given by Peggy and Dabney Harvey to celebrate their 50th 
wedding anniversary, which is today. 

Today we celebrate the birth of Sloan Watson, born on May 25, 2016 to Mark and 
Whitney Watson. 

 †  

 †  
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NEWS & EVENTS

Newcomers Class - September 11, 16-17
Interested in learning more about Third, or considering membership? Join our Newcomers 
Class where you’ll learn more about Third’s vision for worship, discipleship, and 
community. At the end of the class, you’ll have an opportunity to become a member of 
Third. To sign up: www.thirdrva.org/newcomers or contact Beth Nichols (bethn@thirdrva.
org or 282-4645).

Arabic Student Homework Tutoring – Begins September 21! 
For this program, tutors are matched with a student, and each Wednesday evening, they 
meet together and tutors help their students with their homework. We continually find 
ourselves with more students than tutors, so your help is very much needed! Our tutoring 
season runs for 10 weeks in the Fall, September 21 through November 16.  No 
experience needed. Ready to help? Contact Andi Redmond: andi.redmond6@gmail.com.

Race and the Church – September 10, 9:00 a.m., West End Presbyterian 
Join West End Presbyterian, City Church, and a few more communities of faith in the 
next installment of the Race and the Church series. This session will focus on what the 
evangelical church can learn from the persecuted church, as well as look at how we 
behave like the church in the world. More info: raceandthechurch.com.

Club 56 Kick-off Dinner – Wednesday, Sept. 14, 6:30 p.m. Fellowship Hall 
Parents and 5th and 6th grade students are invited to attend this annual kick-off dinner.  
We will talk about the ministry of Club 56, introduce the Sunday morning teaching team, 
and talk about the “middle years” and what to expect. Please RSVP by September 7 to 
Andrea Woie: andreaw@thirdrva.org. 

Jobs for Life – Volunteers Needed!  
We’re kicking off our second class of Jobs for Life this September. Jobs for Life is a 
12-week, biblically based and relationally centered jobs training program. Help is 
needed in mentoring, teaching, and providing childcare and meals. See our table in the 
Steeple Corridor for more info, or visit thirdrva.org/jobsforlife.
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NEWS & EVENTS

Jobs for Life Global Breakfast of Champions – Tuesday, September 13, 
10:00 a.m., Fellowship Hall
Interested in hearing more about Jobs for Life and how leaders from cities across the 
world (including Richmond) are coming together to address poverty through the dignity of 
work? Please join us on September 13 to meet and hear from groups partnering all over 
the city and world (through live streaming video) for Jobs for Life. Sign up: jobsforlife.org/
global-breakfast-of-champions-2016.

Explore God – Coming September 11
Next month, we’ll be partnering with local churches to implement a city-wide outreach 
program that invites the community to come and explore God in local churches over a 
7-week period. The Explore God program involves sermons, videos, discussion groups, 
and more. Look for more info to come! For questions or to get involved, contact Tom 
Barila: tomb@thirdrva.org. 

Family Ministry Communication Change! 
Starting this fall, all communication from Third’s Family Ministry team will be generated 
from our church database.  If you are NOT receiving the weekly parent page, or other 
communication from Kathy White or Tracie Meadows, please email Tracie (1st – 6th 
grade) at traciem@thirdrva.org or Kathy (babies – kindergarten) at kathyw@thirdrva.org.  
This info is used to send communication and also to generate class rosters and keep our 
Sunday school teachers updated on students' information.  

Last Call! Men’s Annual $5 Steak Night – Tomorrow, August 29, 6:00 p.m., 
Pump Road Pavilion 
Join the men of Third for our annual $5 Steak Night event, and the official kickoff of our 
fall season of men's ministry! All men are invited to join and invite others. If you've never 
been to a men's ministry event before, this is a great place to start. RSVP today: thirdrva.
org/events.  Questions? Contact Tom Barila at tomb@thirdrva.org.

Children’s Library Sermon Connections
A display of books and other materials relating to the current sermon series on "Parables: 
The Stories of the King" is in the Children’s Library. Stop by and visit.  

Relationships in Peace Ministry
If you are experiencing a relationship impasse or need someone to walk beside you 
through a difficult relational situation or conflict, please contact us.  We’re here to help. 
Visit www.thirdrva.org/partners/relationships-in-peace.  For assistance: 
RelationshipsInPeace. thirdrva@gmail.com or call Margie Satterfield, (804) 819-0260. 
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SUNDAY MORNING FELLOWSHIP  
Our fellowship program is taking a sabbath from now through the end of the summer. We 
still encourage you to find fellowship around the building, grab coffee with friends, or 
walk to lunch. Use this time to meet new folks or catch up with friends you’ve missed over 
the summer. 

SUNDAY ADULT DISCIPLESHIP CLASSES
The month of August is a sabbath month from our discipleship classes. We’ll resume all of 
our adult, children, and student ministry discipleship classes and events on Sunday, 
September 11. Look for more info to come! 

STUDENT MINISTRY 
The month of August is a sabbath month from our discipleship classes. We’ll resume our 
Student Ministry Sunday morning discipleship classes, as well as Sunday evening Student 
Ministry events, on Sunday, September 11. Look for more info to come!

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY - SUNDAY MORNING
8:45, 10:00, and 11:15 a.m. services - Childcare available for all children aged 
Kindergarten and younger. First grade and above attend worship with their parents.

The month of August is a sabbath month from our discipleship classes. We’ll resume all of 
our children’s Sunday morning discipleship classes on Sunday, September 11.

A Wiggle Room is available if you prefer to have your child with you but he or she 
is a little too active or noisy to be in the service. The service is streamed into Room 124 
which is located in the connecting hall across from the toddler Room 105.

Please let us know if we can help familiarize you with all that is available at Third 
for your children. Contact Kathy White (kathyw@thirdrva.org) or Tracie Meadows 
(traciem@thirdrva.org). 
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THIS WEEK AT THIRD

Sunday, August 28
8:00 a.m. Communion and Prayer – Room 101
8:45, 10:00, 11:15 a.m. Worship services – Sanctuary 

Monday, August 29
6:00 p.m. Men's steak dinner – Pavilion at Pump Road 

Tuesday, August 30
7:00 p.m. Sunday school teacher training – Room 101 
 
Thursday, September 1
6:00 p.m. Fahim/Azer wedding rehearsal – Sanctuary 
7:00 p.m. Choir rehearsal – Choir Room 
7:00 p.m. Worship team rehearsal – Change of location: Fellowship Hall  
7:00 p.m. Needle’s Eye Young Professionals Grp. – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue

Friday, September 2
12:00 p.m. Day by Dayers meeting – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue
4:00 p.m. Fahim/Azer wedding – Sanctuary
6:30 Healing prayer rooms – Student ministry area 
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A Covenant Order 
of Evangelical Presbyterians

Third Church 
804-282-4645  
500 Forest Ave.
Richmond, VA 23229
www.thirdrva.org 

LEARN MORE ABOUT THIRD
Welcome to Third! We’re so glad you’re here. We’d love to get to know you and for you to 
learn more about our community. We have a couple opportunities for you to connect with us 
and help you find out more about Third.
• Sign up for emails: thirdrva.org/signup 
• Pick up Third Press: our monthly newsletter can be found around the church. 
• Follow us on Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram: @thirdrva

SUNDAY MORNINGS AT THIRD
If you need help or have any questions at any point on a Sunday morning, look for 
individuals wearing carnations or yellow name badges. They’re here to help answer 
questions, find you seats, and guide you around our building.  

Sanctuary

Fellowship
Hall

Forest Ave

Playground

Classrooms
(Upstairs

& Downstairs)

Worship
Services

Rm 101

Parlor

Student Ministry Area

Courtyard


