
Sunday | August 27, 2017

PRAYING OUR THANKSGIVING 

“The Psalms are acts of obedience, answering the God who has 
addressed us.  God’s word precedes these words: these prayers don’t 

seek God, they respond to the God who seeks us.  These responses are 
often ones of surprise, for who expects God to come looking for us?”  

Eugene Peterson 



Welcome! 
¡Bienvenido! 

We’re glad you’ve chosen to worship at Third! 
We look forward to meeting and getting to know you.
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Called together for the renewal of all things 
through Jesus Christ. 



Sanctuary Decorations 

Ordinary Time 2017 

As followers of Jesus, we “tell time differently” with a calendar shaped by the story of 
God’s works of salvation and renewal.  Not only do we mark the seasons of the 
Christian year through the readings and music in our worship service, we also use colors 
and textures to enrich our space and experience of worship.

We have spent the half year from Advent to Pentecost walking through the whole story of 
Jesus. Trinity Sunday begins the six-month period of Ordinary Time when we remember 
the story of God’s people as told throughout the Old and New Testaments. In Ordinary 
Time we are reminded that we are part of a great community of believers throughout time 
and history that has been called together to bear witness to God’s promises and presence 
in the world, finally fulfilled in Jesus and his kingdom.  The color of this season is green, 
representing the way God is at work sustaining even the small, ordinary rhythms we 
experience year by year in his creation, and the way God is calling and empowering his 
Church to join in the work of renewing all things. 
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GATHERING                   
God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
Prelude                                  "Cwm Rhondda"                                            Jeff Hummel 
         (Wayne Wold)                        
                                   

Welcome and Announcements  

Preparation for Worship               Psalm 145:8-9

Leader: The Lord is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in 
steadfast love.  The Lord is good to all, and his mercy is over all that he 
has made.

Everyone: Amen.

Choral Call to Worship                        "I Will Rejoice"                     Summer Choir 
                 (Harlan)

Prayer of Adoration

   
Songs of Praise                    "Forever"
         "Great Is Thy Faithfulness"                #60 in the Hymnal 

                                              
                                                                                                 (See music on following page) 
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 †  The cross indicates standing, as you are able. 

 †    
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FOREVER



Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father,
There is no shadow of turning with thee;
Thou changest not, thy compassions they fail not;
As thou hast been thou forever wilt be.

[Refrain]
Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies I see;
All I have needed thy hand hath provided.
Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!

Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest,
Sun, moon and stars in their courses above
Join with all nature in manifold witness
To thy great faithfulness, mercy and love.

[Refrain]

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,
Thy own dear presence to cheer and to guide;
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!

[Refrain]

Words: Thomas O. Chisholm; Music: William M. Runyan
© 1923. Renewal, 1951 Hope Publishing Company 
CCLI License # 706798
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GREAT IS THY FAITHFULNESS



CONFESSING 
God invites us to be honest with him about ourselves. 
                 
Prayer of Confession                    

Everyone: Faithful God of everlasting love, 
  we confess that we have been unfaithful to our covenant  
  with you and with one another. 
  We have worshiped other gods and we have served 
  our own self-interest. 
  Forgive us, gracious God, and bring us back into 
  the fullness of life which is ours in Jesus.

Silent Confession 
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 †          

Song of Comfort and Assurance                 "The Steadfast Love of the Lord"

    Greeting of Peace 



THANKSGIVING  
Our Offerings
Pray for Donald Marsden as he seeks to mobilize people and resources for ministry 
among unreached people groups and developing partnerships with frontline workers: to 
the Arssi Oromo of Ethiopia, mission workers in West Africa, Russia, Siberia, Hungary 
and the Ukraine. 

Offertory                               "The House of God, Forever"                                                                             

God is my Shepherd
I won't be wanting,
I won't be wanting.
He makes me rest
in fields of green
with quiet streams.

Even though I walk
through the valley
of death and dying,
I will not fear
'cause you are with me,
you’re always with me.

Your shepherd's staff comforts me.
You are my feast in the presence of enemies.
Surely goodness will follow me, follow me
in the house of God forever.

Words and Music: Jon Foreman;
© 2008 Rubadub Rublishing Publishing; CCLI License # 706798

  Doxology 
   Please stand as we sing to the Lord. 

        Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here 
        below; praise him above, ye heavenly host:  praise Father, Son and 
        Holy Ghost. Amen.

 †          
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PROCLAIMING
God speaks to us through his word.          

Prayer of Illumination 

Scripture Reading                                                                                  Psalm 107, ESV                                                                              

1  Oh give thanks to the Lord, for he is good,
    for his steadfast love endures forever!
2   Let the redeemed of the Lord say so,
    whom he has redeemed from trouble
3   and gathered in from the lands,
     from the east and from the west,
     from the north and from the south.
4   Some wandered in desert wastes,
     finding no way to a city to dwell in;
5   hungry and thirsty,
     their soul fainted within them.
6   Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble,
     and he delivered them from their distress.
7   He led them by a straight way
     till they reached a city to dwell in.
8   Let them thank the Lord for his steadfast love,
     for his wondrous works to the children of man!
9   For he satisfies the longing soul,
     and the hungry soul he fills with good things.
10  Some sat in darkness and in the shadow of death,
     prisoners in affliction and in irons,
11   for they had rebelled against the words of God,
     and spurned the counsel of the Most High.
12  So he bowed their hearts down with hard labor;
     they fell down, with none to help.
13  Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble,
     and he delivered them from their distress.
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14   He brought them out of darkness and the shadow of death,
      and burst their bonds apart.
15   Let them thank the Lord for his steadfast love,
      for his wondrous works to the children of man!
16   For he shatters the doors of bronze
      and cuts in two the bars of iron.
17   Some were fools through their sinful ways,
      and because of their iniquities suffered affliction;
18    they loathed any kind of food,
      and they drew near to the gates of death.
19   Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble,
      and he delivered them from their distress.
20   He sent out his word and healed them,
      and delivered them from their destruction.
21   Let them thank the Lord for his steadfast love,
      for his wondrous works to the children of man!
22   And let them offer sacrifices of thanksgiving,
      and tell of his deeds in songs of joy!
23   Some went down to the sea in ships,
      doing business on the great waters;
24   they saw the deeds of the Lord,
      his wondrous works in the deep.
25   For he commanded and raised the stormy wind,
      which lifted up the waves of the sea.
26   They mounted up to heaven; they went down to the depths;
      their courage melted away in their peril;
27   they reeled and staggered like drunken men
      and were at their wits' end.
28   Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble,
      and he delivered them from their distress.
29   He made the storm be still,
      and the waves of the sea were hushed.
30   Then they were glad that the waters were quiet,
      and he brought them to their desired haven.

            Continued on next page 11



31  Let them thank the Lord for his steadfast love,
     for his wondrous works to the children of man!
32  Let them extol him in the congregation of the people,
     and praise him in the assembly of the elders.
33  He turns rivers into a desert,
     springs of water into thirsty ground,
34  a fruitful land into a salty waste,
     because of the evil of its inhabitants.
35  He turns a desert into pools of water,
     a parched land into springs of water.
36  And there he lets the hungry dwell,
     and they establish a city to live in;
37  they sow fields and plant vineyards
     and get a fruitful yield.
38  By his blessing they multiply greatly,
     and he does not let their livestock diminish.
39  When they are diminished and brought low
     through oppression, evil, and sorrow,
40  he pours contempt on princes
     and makes them wander in trackless wastes;
41  but he raises up the needy out of affliction
     and makes their families like flocks.
42  The upright see it and are glad,
     and all wickedness shuts its mouth.
43  Whoever is wise, let him attend to these things;
     let them consider the steadfast love of the Lord.

Leader:     This is the word of the Lord.
People:   Thanks be to God!   
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 Message: 
 Praying Our Thanksgiving 

+ Nan Clarke +
  

Notes:

________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
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RESPONDING
We respond to God’s word. 

Song of Response                            "Psalm 107"         

Prayers of the People 



Prayer Needs

For Health
Nick Jeffer, Evi Burgin, Jonathan Shouse, Greyson Tate, Emily Oostdyk, Jennifer Parham, 
Carol Macomber, Listwella Donaldson, Julie Walden, Kaye Phillips, Katherine Crocker, 
Amy Boyd, Jack Schilthuis, Jerry Ramsey, Charles Ellison, Margaret Leith, Lou Hanscom 

For Comfort 
Deaths –Mike Lohr (father, 8/20), Robert Luck (grandfather), Zach James (father, 7/28), 
Anne Elam (husband Ray, 7/25), Carol Holt (7/19), Allene Brown (father, 7/15), Mack 
Cornett (mother, 7/16), John White (father, 7/12), Willson Brockenbrough (mother, 
7/12), Bill Shaw (father, 6/24), Jeff Rebman (sister), Kathy White (mother, Lorraine 
Joseph, 6/6)

For Metro Richmond 
We pray for the workplaces and businesses of metropolitan Richmond: for full 
employment opportunities for our young people and heads of families, for the long-term 
unemployed and for the under-employed.  

Missionary Prayer and Care groups meet monthly to pray for our mission partners 
in Europe, Asia and the Muslim world. Contact Carolyn Oakley (cdoakley1@gmail.com/
937-6564) to learn more. UPDATE: The Asia World Prayer Group will not meet this 
Monday, August 28. 
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SENDING
God sends us into the world as his witnesses. 

Song of Commission         "Now Thank We All Our God"             #374 in the Hymnal

Now thank we all our God, with heart and hands and voices,
who wondrous things has done, in whom this world rejoices;
who, from our mothers’ arms, has blessed us on our way
with countless gifts of love, and still is ours today.

O may this bounteous God through all our life be near us,
with ever joyful hearts and blessed peace to cheer us;
and keep us in his grace and guide us when perplexed,
and free us from all ills in this world and the next.

All praise and thanks to God the Father now be given,
the Son, and him who reigns with them in highest heaven,
the one eternal God, whom earth and heaven adore;
for thus it was, is now, and shall be evermore.
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   Commission                                                                             From Colossians 2:9

Leader: So then, just as we received Christ Jesus as Lord, let us continue to live 
our lives in him,

People: Rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as we were 
taught, and overflowing with thankfulness.

   Benediction                                                       

Postlude                                                 "Rigaudon"                                    Jeff Hummel                             
11:15 a.m. service                           (Andre Campra)                                                                                     
                  

                            
                                                                        

SERVICE NOTES 
Today's flowers are given in honor of our mission partner Donald Marsden as he 
seeks to mobilize people and resources for ministry among unreached people groups 
and developing partnerships with frontline workers: to the Arssi Oromo of Ethiopia, 
mission workers in West Africa, Russia, Siberia, Hungary and the Ukraine. 

 †   

 †   
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FALL KICKOFF AT THIRD: SEPTEMBER 10
Sunday discipleship classes for adults, students, and children kick off on 

September 10 during the 10:00 a.m. worship hour. 

AN UPDATE ON OUR ADULT DISCIPLESHIP CLASSES
This year, we’re trying something different! We’re organizing our Sunday morning classes 
around consistent “terms” so that anyone who wants to join a class knows when they 
can join and how long they can be a part of it. To take it a step further, we want to make 
sure we’re offering classes that span our Up/In/Out rhythms. Meaning, we want options 
for learning how to deepen your relationship with God, deepen your relationships with 
others, and deepening your care and service to the rest of the world.

So if you’ve never joined us for a class, there has never been a better time. Have 
questions? Contact Tom Barila: tomb@thirdrva.org. 

For full class descriptions, visit: thirdrva.org/sunday-discipleship. 

Doing God's Justice in  
a Hurting World

We will learn about the biblical 
foundations of justice, and what it 

means to “do” justice. We'll also hear 
from a local mission partner each week 
about how we can each become more 
involved in doing justice in Richmond.

Fellowship Hall
Sept. 10 - Nov. 27

A Study of Galatians
We'll look at how this key book of the 
Bible helps our understanding of God, 
the meaning of grace, and how God's 

grace passes from God through us. 
Room 101
Continuous

Financial Stewardship & 
Generosity: Dave Ramsey's 
Financial Peace University

We all need a plan for our money and 
God wants us to have financial peace. 

This class will teach you to create a 
budget, pay off debt, spend and save 
wisely, and give generously! Try us out 

on September 10; our class starts 
the next week. 

Sign up: thirdrva.org/events 
Room 215

Sept. 10-Nov. 27
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CHILDREN AND YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL: During 10:00 a.m. worship hour

Unlocking Your Family Pattern: 
Finding Freedom from a Hurtful Past
We are a diverse community seeking 
God’s healing and wholeness for the 
brokenness in our lives and families 

through safe, authentic Christian 
relationships. 

500 Forest Avenue, Room 109
Sept. 10-Nov. 27

Think for a Change:  
Wisdom from the Proverbs

We'll study the Proverbs each week in a 
topical way, and consider how the most 
important thing about you is what you 

think about God.
Room 217

Sept. 10-Nov. 27

The Meaning of the Cross
This three-week series will focus on the 
significance of Jesus’ death, which Paul 
calls "the very power of God.” We will 

explore the unique resources of the 
cross for facing the world around us.

Room 213
Sept. 10, 17, 24

Reflections on the Reformation
How did the reformation happen,  

500 years ago this October 3? What 
did it change for the church? And 
what does it mean for 21st century 

Christians? 
Room 213

Oct. 1-Nov. 27

AGE ROOM

Infants, toddlers, 2 year olds (Little Lambs) All on the 1st floor

Little Lions - Young 3s Room 223

Little Monkeys - Older 3s, Young 4s Room 204

Little Eagles - Older 4s Room 202

Kindergarten Room 227

1st Grade Room 220

2nd Grade Room 221

3rd Grade Room 201

4th Grade Room 209

5th and 6th Grade Basement

Middle and High School Meet in Student Ministry Area
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NEWS & EVENTS
Today! Welcome Coffee – 9:45 a.m., Parlor 
Start here to learn more about Third and how to be involved. Contact Beth Nichols 
(bethn@thirdrva.org) with any questions. 

Jobs For Life – Fall 2017 Class Kicks Off September 11 
The Jobs for Life Training Program is a 12-week, relationship-centered jobs training 
program. Each student is teamed with a "champion" who will walk through the class 
and the months following as they journey from unemployment to employment, or from 
underemployment to better employment. Our next class kicks off in September and 
there’s a spot for everyone to help out. Visit our table in the Steeple Corridor, or visit 
thirdrva.org/jobsforlife for more info and to get involved. Contact Ginger James 
(gingerjames1@icloud.com; 647-5348).

Club 56 Dinner – Wednesday, September 13, 6:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall
Fifth and 6th grade students and their families are invited to the Club 56 Kick-Off Dinner. 
We’ll talk about the vision of Club 56, meet the Sunday school teaching team, and talk 
about what is happening with your children during these middle years.  Please RSVP to 
Andrea (andreaw@thirdrva.org) by September 6.

Newcomers Class – Begins September 10
Our Newcomers Class is our chance to get to know you and provide an opportunity for 
you to learn about Third’s vision for discipleship, community, and outreach. At the end of 
the class, you can decide if God is calling you to membership. Our class starts Sunday 
morning, September 10, and then meets again the next weekend. For all the details and 
and to sign up, visit: thirdrva.org/newcomers.



NEWS & EVENTS
The Church Abroad and the Church in Our Backyard: A Conference with 
Tharwat Wahba – Fri. and Sat., Sept. 15 and 16, 7:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall
This conference, taught by a professor of Missiology from the Evangelical Theological 
Seminary in Cairo, will look at how the church abroad in the Middle East, particularly 
in Egypt, affects our church here in Richmond and the United States. It is also the 
perfect opportunity to learn more about what our CAC friends and their families have 
experienced—persecution, Muslim extremism, a refugee crisis, prejudice, and much more. 

Haiti Recap Luncheon - Sunday, September 10, 12:15 p.m., Fellowship Hall
Were you praying for the Haiti team while they were gone? Have you always wondered 
what the trip is actually like? Well, come to this trip recap meeting luncheon to hear 
stories, watch footage, and see photos of how God worked on this year's Haiti trip! We'll 
provide a traditional Haitian lunch, and different team members will share about the 
impact of the trip. Questions? Contact L.J. Jaworski (lj@thirdrva.org). 

Dinner 8's Begin in September! 
Want to meet more folks at Third over a good meal? Sign up for Dinner 8’s. You’ll be 
placed in a supper group that meets monthly from September through December. Dinners 
are in one another’s homes or at a restaurant. Sign up by August 27: thirdrva.org/events.

Men’s $5 Steak Dinner – Monday, August 28, 6:00 p.m., 2340 Pump Road
Men of Third! Come out to this dinner that kicks off our year together. We’ll have a solid 
steak meal, cornhole tournament, and the opportunity to meet other great guys at Third. 
Invite friends; it’s open to everyone. Sign up: thirdrva.org/events. Contact Tom Barila for 
questions: tomb@thirdrva.org. 
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SUNDAY ADULT DISCIPLESHIP CLASSES
All of our adult Sunday morning discipleship classes (except for the one 
below) are on break until our fall kick-off on September 10. 

Be on the lookout in the upcoming weeks for info on new classes and opportunities that 
we'll be offering this fall.  If you've never been a part of a Sunday morning discipleship 
class, it's a great time to start! 

Questions? Contact Tom Barila (tomb@thirdrva.org).

The Meaning of the Liturgy - 10:00 a.m., Room 101 
We will explore the history behind each element of our worship services and equip the 
class with a deeper understanding of why we worship the way we do at Third Church. 
We hope you’ll join us as we dive into the global history of baptism, communion, 
confession, and more. This class will run through September 3. Hosted by the Good News 
Fellowship class. All are welcome!
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STUDENT MINISTRY 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY - SUNDAY MORNING
Summer 2017   
Learn more about our family ministry on the website (www.thirdrva.org/family-
ministry-sunday-morning). Questions? Contact Kathy White (kathyw@thirdrva.org) for 
infants - kindergarten and Tracie Meadows (traciem@thirdrva.org) for 1st - 6th grade. 

8:45 a.m., 10:00 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. services – Childcare available for all 
children ages kindergarten and younger. First grade and above attend worship with 
their parents.

 

Sunday morning student ministry 
Join us for food, solid teaching, and great people as we grow together in God’s word. 
 600 Forest Avenue, Student Ministry Area 
 10:00-11:00 a.m. for all students in 7th-12th grade. 

Sunday evening student ministry 
Join us from 7:00 – 8:30 p.m in the Fellowship Hall. 

Questions? Contact Rick (rickh@thirdrva.org) or Andrea (andreaw@thirdrva.org). 
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THIS WEEK AT THIRD

Sunday, August 27  
8:45, 10:00, 11:15 a.m. Worship services – Sanctuary
9:45 a.m. Welcome Coffee – Parlor 

Monday, August 28
6:00 p.m. Men's bi-monthly Fellowship Steak Dinner – Pavilion at Pump Road 

Wednesday, August 30
7:00 p.m. Sunday school teacher training – Room 101 

Thursday, August 31
7:00 p.m. Worship team rehearsal – Sanctuary 

Friday, September 1
6:00 p.m. Healing prayer group – Student ministry area 
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A Covenant Order 
of Evangelical Presbyterians

Third Church 
804-282-4645  
500 Forest Ave.
Richmond, VA 23229
www.thirdrva.org 

LEARN MORE ABOUT THIRD
Welcome to Third! We’re so glad you’re here. We’d love to get to know you and for you to 
learn more about our community. We have a couple opportunities for you to connect with us 
and help you find out more about Third.
• Sign up for our ministry emails: thirdrva.org/signup 
• Pick up Third Press: Our monthly newsletter can be found around the church. 
• Follow us on Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram: @thirdrva  
• Today! Welcome Coffee: 9:45 a.m. in the Parlor 

SUNDAY MORNINGS AT THIRD
If you need help or have any questions at any point on a Sunday morning, look for 
individuals wearing carnations or yellow name badges. They’re here to help answer 
questions, find you seats, and guide you around our building.  

Sanctuary

Fellowship
Hall

Forest Ave

Playground

Classrooms
(Upstairs

& Downstairs)

Worship
Services

Rm 101

Parlor

Student Ministry Area

Courtyard


