
Sunday | August 21, 2016

THE STORY OF LOST THINGS

"Why I am a Christian is due ultimately neither to the influence of my 
parents and teachers, nor to my own personal decision for Christ, 

but to 'the Hound of Heaven'. That is, it is due to Jesus Christ himself, 
who pursued me relentlessly even when I was running away 

from him in order to go my own way. And if it were not for the 
gracious pursuit of the Hound of Heaven I would today be on 

the scrapheap of wasted and discarded lives."
John Stott





Welcome! 
Bienvenido! 

We’re glad you’ve chosen to worship at Third! 
We look forward to meeting and getting to know you.

Third Church exists to spread the gospel and seek 
the Shalom of metro Richmond and the world through 

a movement of communities and congregations, 
welcoming people of all cultures to the glory of Jesus Christ. 
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GATHERING                   
God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
Prelude                                        "Voluntary in A Major"                                  Jeff Hummel           
                                                               (William Selby)  
                                                                                                  
Welcome and Announcements  

Preparation                                                                                            From Psalm 95:8 
Leader: The Lord is a great God;

O that today you would listen to his voice.
Harden not your hearts.

Everyone: Amen.

Let’s quiet our hearts in silent preparation for worship.

 Call to Worship                     From Psalm 80:1-3 and Isaiah 40:10-11
Leader: Hear us, O Shepherd of Israel,

you who lead Joseph like a flock;
you who sit enthroned between the cherubim, shine forth!

People: Awaken your might; come and save us!
Leader: The sovereign Lord tends his flock like a shepherd:

He gathers the lambs in his arms
and carries them close to his heart;
he gently leads those that have young.

People: Restore us, O Lord God Almighty;
make your face shine upon us,
that we may be saved!

     
 Opening Prayer  
 Songs of Praise                                                  "All Creatures of Our God and King"                          
                                                             "Our Great God"  

                    "I See the Lord"  
                                                  (See music on following pages) 

 The cross indicates standing, as you are able.  †

 †

 †    
 †    



ALL CREATURES OF OUR GOD AND KING
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All creatures of our God and King,
Lift up your voice and with us sing
Alleluia, Alleluia!
Thou burning sun with golden beam,
Thou silver moon with softer gleam,
O praise him, O praise him,
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

Thou rushing wind that art so strong,
Ye clouds that sail in heaven along,
O praise him, Alleluia!
Thou rising morn in praise rejoice,
Ye lights of evening, find a voice,
O praise him, O praise him,
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

All ye who are of tender heart,
Forgiving others, take your part,
Sing his praises, Alleluia!
Ye who long pain and sorrow bear,
Praise God and on him cast your care.
O praise him, O praise him,
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

Let all things their Creator bless,
And worship him in humbleness,
O praise him, Alleluia!
Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son,
And praise the Spirit, Three in One,
O praise him, O praise him,
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!
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  OUR GREAT GOD
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I SEE THE LORD



CONFESSING 
God invites us to be honest with him about ourselves. 

Prayer of Confession                                                               From Madeleine L’Engle

Everyone: Temper my intemperance, Lord, 
  O hallowed, O adored, 
  my heart’s creator, mighty, wild, 
  temper thy untempered child. 
  Blaze my eye and blast my ear, 
  Let me never fear to fear, 
  nor forget what I have heard, 
  even your voice, my Lord. 
  Even your Word. 

Silent Confession                                        

  Words of Comfort and Forgiveness                                  From 1 Peter 2:24-25  

  
  Greeting of Peace
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Leader: Christ himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, 
That we might die to sin and live to righteousness;

People: By his wounds we have been healed. 
Leader: For we were like sheep going astray,
People: But we have now returned to the Shepherd of our souls.
Leader: In the name of Christ, all who call on him for forgiveness are forgiven.
People: Thanks be to God!



THANKSGIVING
We respond to God’s word.                                                                                                

Our Offerings
Pray for Linda Lemon in France as she seeks, through counseling and training ministry, to 
support and care for mission workers in France as they seek to share the gospel of Jesus 
Christ, start new churches, and equip God's people to do the work of ministry.

Offertory                                                                                                 Jobs for Life Report                                    
8:45 and 10:00 a.m. services 

Musical Offering                                "O Jeremiah!"                               Sanctuary Choir 
11:15 a.m. service                                  (Martin/Raney)

(refrain)    O Jeremiah, open up the book; shine a little glory in the dark of night.
      O Jeremiah, open up the book; open our hearts, show us the light.

The prophets searched the holy books, they trusted in the Lord.
Through the eyes of faith they saw a day when hope would be restored.
Daniel saw Messiah's reign, Isaiah saw his birth.
Malachi foresaw a day when peace would rule the earth.  (refrain) 

Elijah saw a chariot burning in the sky,
Obadiah spoke and warned the world to put away all pride.
Ezekiel saw the dead arise as bones began to sing,
And Zachariah spoke in joy the coming of the King.  (refrain) 

Aaron, Amos, Abraham, Moses, Micah, Miriam.
Jonah, John and Joshua, David, Jacob, Deborah.
Zechariah, Haggai, Obadiah, Malachi.
Prophets of the living word, witness to the Lord of lords!  (refrain) 

Open our hearts; show us the holy light!  O Jeremiah!                  
           
                                                                          

 Doxology 
 Please stand as we sing to the Lord. 

      Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise him, all creatures here 
      below; Praise him above, ye heavenly host: Praise Father, Son and  
      Holy Ghost. Amen.    

 †
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PROCLAIMING
God speaks to us through his word.          

Prayer of Illumination 
  
Scripture Reading                                                                                       Luke 15:1-10                                                                      

1 Now the tax collectors and sinners were all gathering around to hear Jesus. 2 But the 
Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, “This man welcomes sinners and eats with 
them.”

3 Then Jesus told them this parable: 4 “Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and 
loses one of them. Doesn’t he leave the ninety-nine in the open country and go after the 
lost sheep until he finds it? 5 And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders 6 and 
goes home. Then he calls his friends and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I 
have found my lost sheep.’ 7 I tell you that in the same way there will be more rejoicing in 
heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not 
need to repent.

8 “Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins and loses one. Doesn’t she light a lamp, 
sweep the house and search carefully until she finds it? 9 And when she finds it, she calls 
her friends and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost coin.’ 
10 In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God over 
one sinner who repents.”

Leader:     This is the word of the Lord.
People:   Thanks be to God! 



Message:  

The Story of Lost Things
+ Corey Widmer +

  
 

Notes:
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RESPONDING
We respond to God’s word. 
               
Song of Response                         "O Love That Will Not Let Me Go"                     
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Prayers of the People and the Lord's Prayer   

Leader: Christ of the least and the lost, 
Christ of the homeless and the alone,
draw near to those who suffer.
Heal us and use our hands for healing. 
Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer.
Leader: Loving God, provide today 

for those who wander in need of welcome:
the newcomer, the stranger and refugee, 
the children who can no longer live in their homes.  
Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer. 
Leader: Ruler of the nations, 

bring healing to communities
torn by conflict, fear, and violence,
and raise up strong voices to protect the weak. 
Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer. 

Now gathering our prayers into one, let us pray boldly as our Savior has taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory for ever. Amen. 
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Prayer Needs

For Health
Marriott Jackson, Jerry Ramsey, Francis Steadman, Betty Cox, Charles Ellison, Christie 
Geraty, Dru Fitch, Mark Koontz, Margaret Leith, Dabney Harvey, Eileen Raynor, Lou 
Hanscom, Carol Holt, Celeste Reynolds, Pam Rambo

For Comfort 
Deaths – Lillian Hazelton (father, 7/21), Amy and Sarah Helweg (husband and father, 
7/20), Becca Payne (grandmother, 7/1), Paul White (mother, 6/20), Christina Brown 
(brother, 6/17), Pam Haney (mother, 6/9), Sunny Rosebro (mother, 6/6)

For Metro Richmond 
We pray for the workplaces and businesses of metropolitan Richmond: for economic 
development in depressed portions of the city, for the establishment of businesses that will 
create new employment opportunities. 

For Our Nation and the World – Lithuania
Lithuania, a small European country, is one of the three Baltic states along with Estonia and 
Latvia. It has 3 million inhabitants and its largest city is its capital, Vilnius. Lithuania achieved 
independence from the Soviet Union in 1991 and now belongs to both NATO and the 
European Union.
• Pray for Lithuania’s large Roman Catholic population; only one in six attend weekly 

services. Pray for the emerging younger leaders and pray for a growing cooperation 
between Catholics and other Christians.

• Pray for evangelical groups to work together and to support one another. Pray for the 
newer Pentecostal and charismatic churches to grow in their discipleship efforts.

• Pray for the non-religious (the Nones) who are the fastest growing category of “religious 
people” in Lithuania.

• Pray for Lithuania’s economy that is suffering by being in the Russian orbit where falling oil 
prices and economic sanctions are taking a toll.

• Pray for Lithuanian Christian College as it trains new leaders and pastors. 

For Our Nation and the World – Missionary Prayer and Care groups meet 
monthly to pray for our mission partners in Europe, Asia and the Muslim world. Contact 
Carolyn Oakley (cdoakley1@gmail.com/937-6564) to learn more. 
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SENDING
God sends us into the world as his witnesses. 

Song of Commission                   "Amazing Grace (My Chains are Gone)"        

Amazing grace! How sweet the sound
That saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost, but now am found;
Was blind, but now I see.

’Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,
And grace my fears relieved;
How precious did that grace appear
The hour I first believed!

(Chorus)  My chains are gone, I've been set free.
     My God, my Savior has ransomed me.
     And like a flood his mercy rains, 
     Unending love, amazing grace.
     
Through many dangers, toils and snares
I have already come;
’Tis grace hath brought me safe thus far,
And grace will lead me home.

When we’ve been there ten thousand years,
Bright shining as the sun,
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise
Than when we’d first begun.   

 †  
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 Commission                                                                         From Ephesians 3:20-21                                                               
Leader: Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish 

abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine, to him be glory in 
the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever.

Everyone: Amen! 

 Benediction               

 Postlude                              Postlude on "Coronation"                           Jeff Hummel                                                                                      
 11:15 a.m. service                                    (Jason Payne)                                                        
                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
If you would like prayer for any reason, two elders are available at the front of the 
Sanctuary (by the lectern) after each service. We invite you to come forward for any 
prayer needs you may have.

SERVICE NOTES 
Today we celebrate the birth of Emma Rose Connors, daughter of Jenny and Matt 
Connors.  Emma was born on August 12, 2016. 

Today's flowers are given in honor and celebration of the marriage of Jackie Foster 
and Justin Mullen, whose wedding took place yesterday in the Sanctuary.

 †  

 †  
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NEWS & EVENTS

Today! Welcome Coffee – 9:45 a.m., Parlor
If you're new to Third, come to this monthly gathering to meet a few people, learn about 
Third's vision, what we believe and how to get involved.  Questions? Contact Beth 
Nichols: bethn@thirdrva.org. 

Arabic Student Homework Tutoring – Begins September 21! 
For this program, tutors are matched with a student, and each Wednesday evening, they 
meet together and tutors help their students with their homework. We continually find 
ourselves with more students than tutors, so your help is very much needed! Our tutoring 
season runs for 10 weeks in the Fall, September 21 through November 16.  No 
experience needed. Ready to help? Contact Andi Redmond: andi.redmond6@gmail.com.

Club 56 Kick-off Dinner – Wednesday, Sept. 14, 6:30 p.m. Fellowship Hall 
Parents and 5th and 6th grade students are invited to attend this annual kick-off dinner.  
We will talk about the ministry of Club 56, introduce the Sunday morning teaching team, 
and talk about the “middle years” and what to expect. Please RSVP by September 7 to 
Andrea Woie: andreaw@thirdrva.org. 

Shiloh Ministry: Dessert and Fellowship – Monday, August 29, 7:00 p.m.
Shiloh is a ministry at Third that provides support for those grieving the loss of their unborn 
child or longing for a child yet to be conceived. Shiloh invites women to a dessert and 
fellowship gathering at the end of August. We’ll meet at Caroline Hutton’s home: 9602 
January Court. Please RSVP to Charlotte Gage: charlotte.jean.gage@gmail.com.

Jobs for Life – Volunteers Needed!  
We’re kicking off our second class of Jobs for Life this September. Jobs for Life is a 
12-week, biblically based and relationally centered jobs training program. Help is 
needed in mentoring, teaching, and providing childcare and meals. See our table in the 
Steeple Corridor for more info, or visit thirdrva.org/jobsforlife.

Jobs for Life Global Breakfast of Champions – Tuesday, September 13, 
10:00 a.m. Fellowship Hall
Interested in hearing more about Jobs for Life and how leaders from cities across the 
world (including Richmond) are coming together to address poverty through the dignity of 
work? Please join us on September 13 to meet and hear from groups partnering all over 
the city and world (through live streaming video) for Jobs for Life. Sign up: jobsforlife.org/
global-breakfast-of-champions-2016.
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NEWS & EVENTS

Newcomers Class - September 11, 16-17
Interested in learning more about Third, or considering membership? Join our Newcomers 
Class where you’ll learn more about Third’s vision for worship, discipleship, and 
community. At the end of the class, you’ll have an opportunity to become a member of 
Third. To sign up: www.thirdrva.org/newcomers or contact Beth Nichols (bethn@thirdrva.
org or 282-4645).

Explore God – Coming September 11!
Next month, we’ll be partnering with local churches to implement a city-wide outreach 
program that invites the community to come and explore God in local churches over a 
7-week period. The Explore God program involves sermons, videos, discussion groups, 
and more. Look for more info to come! For questions or to get involved, contact Tom 
Barila: tomb@thirdrva.org. 

Last Call! Sign Up for Dinner 8’s This Fall  
Want to meet more folks at Third over a good meal? With Dinner 8’s, you’re placed in 
a supper group that meets monthly from September through December. Dinners held in 
homes or restaurants. Sign up at thirdrva.org/registrations, or pick-up a registration form 
at Third and put it in the offering plate. Questions? Allene Brown at allenedbrown@gmail.
com or 441-1668. 

Men’s Annual $5 Steak Night – August 29, 6:00 p.m., Pump Road Pavilion
Join the men of Third for our annual $5 Steak Night event, and the official kick-off of our 
fall season of men's ministry! All men are invited to join and invite others. If you've never 
been to a men's ministry event before, this is a great place to start. Sign up: thirdrva.org/
events.

Relationships in Peace Ministry
If you are experiencing a relationship impasse or need someone to walk beside you 
through a difficult relational situation or conflict, please contact us.  We’re here to help. 
Visit www.thirdrva.org/partners/relationships-in-peace.  For assistance: 
RelationshipsInPeace. thirdrva@gmail.com or call Margie Satterfield, (804) 819-0260. 
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SUNDAY MORNING FELLOWSHIP  
Our fellowship program is taking a sabbath from now through the end of the summer. We 
still encourage you to find fellowship around the building, grab coffee with friends, or 
walk to lunch. Use this time to meet new folks or catch up with friends you’ve missed over 
the summer. 

SUNDAY ADULT DISCIPLESHIP CLASSES
The month of August is a sabbath month from our discipleship classes. We’ll resume all of 
our adult, children, and student ministry discipleship classes and events on Sunday, 
September 11. Look for more info to come! 

STUDENT MINISTRY 
The month of August is a sabbath month from our discipleship classes. We’ll resume our 
Student Ministry Sunday morning discipleship classes, as well as Sunday evening Student 
Ministry events, on Sunday, September 11. Look for more info to come!

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY - SUNDAY MORNING
8:45, 10:00, and 11:15 a.m. services - Childcare available for all children aged 
Kindergarten and younger. First grade and above attend worship with their parents.

The month of August is a sabbath month from our discipleship classes. We’ll resume all of 
our children’s Sunday morning discipleship classes on Sunday, September 11.

A Wiggle Room is available if you prefer to have your child with you but he or she 
is a little too active or noisy to be in the service. The service is streamed into Room 124 
which is located in the connecting hall across from the toddler Room 105.

Please let us know if we can help familiarize you with all that is available at Third 
for your children. Contact Kathy White (kathyw@thirdrva.org) or Tracie Meadows 
(traciem@thirdrva.org). 
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THIS WEEK AT THIRD

Sunday, August 21
8:00 a.m. Communion and Prayer – Room 101
8:45, 10:00, 11:15 a.m. Worship services – Sanctuary 
12:30 p.m. Newcomers team meeting – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue
2:00-5:30 p.m. John Rosemond arenting seminar – Fellowship Hall 

Monday, August 22
7:00-8:30 pm. John Rosemond parenting seminar – Fellowship Hall 
7:00-8:30 pm. Asia prayer group – at Judy Skove's home, 10809 N. Bank Road, 
                          Richmond, 23238, 741-5441
7:00-9:00 p.m. Needle's Eye event – Rooms 213/215, 217

Tuesday, August 23
6:20 p.m. Session dinner – Kitchen, 500 Forest Avenue 
7:00 p.m. Session meeting – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue

Wednesday, August 24
6:00 p.m. Smile monthly meeting – Room 101  
7:00 p.m. Women's summer study – Fellowship Hall 
 
Thursday, August 25
7:00 p.m. Worship team rehearsal – Sanctuary 
7:00 p.m. Needle’s Eye Young Professionals Grp. – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue

Friday, August 26
12:00 p.m. Day by Dayers meeting – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue
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A Covenant Order 
of Evangelical Presbyterians

Third Church 
804-282-4645  
500 Forest Ave.
Richmond, VA 23229
www.thirdrva.org 

LEARN MORE ABOUT THIRD
Welcome to Third! We’re so glad you’re here. We’d love to get to know you and for you to 
learn more about our community. We have a couple opportunities for you to connect with us 
and help you find out more about Third.
• Sign up for emails: thirdrva.org/signup 
• Pick up Third Press: our monthly newsletter can be found around the church. 
• Follow us on Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram: @thirdrva
• Today! Join us for a Welcome Coffee: Come to the parlor this morning at 9:45 a.m. 

to meet some people and learn more about Third.

SUNDAY MORNINGS AT THIRD
If you need help or have any questions at any point on a Sunday morning, look for 
individuals wearing carnations or yellow name badges. They’re here to help answer 
questions, find you seats, and guide you around our building.  

Sanctuary

Fellowship
Hall

Forest Ave

Playground

Classrooms
(Upstairs

& Downstairs)

Worship
Services

Rm 101

Parlor

Student Ministry Area

Courtyard


