
Sunday | August 20, 2017

PRAYING OUR PRAISE

“New creation itself has begun…and will be completed. Jesus is ruling 
over that new creation and making it happen through the witness of his 
church. ‘The ruler of this world’ has been overthrown; the powers of the 
world have been led behind Jesus’ triumphal procession as a beaten, 
bedraggled rabble. And that is how God is becoming king on earth 

as in heaven.” 

 N.T. Wright



Welcome! 
¡Bienvenido! 

We’re glad you’ve chosen to worship at Third! 
We look forward to meeting and getting to know you.
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Called together for the renewal of all things 
through Jesus Christ. 



Sanctuary Decorations 

Ordinary Time 2017 

As followers of Jesus, we “tell time differently” with a calendar shaped by the story of 
God’s works of salvation and renewal.  Not only do we mark the seasons of the 
Christian year through the readings and music in our worship service, we also use colors 
and textures to enrich our space and experience of worship.

We have spent the half year from Advent to Pentecost walking through the whole story of 
Jesus. Trinity Sunday begins the six-month period of Ordinary Time when we remember 
the story of God’s people as told throughout the Old and New Testaments. In Ordinary 
Time we are reminded that we are part of a great community of believers throughout time 
and history that has been called together to bear witness to God’s promises and presence 
in the world, finally fulfilled in Jesus and his kingdom.  The color of this season is green, 
representing the way God is at work sustaining even the small, ordinary rhythms we 
experience year by year in his creation, and the way God is calling and empowering his 
Church to join in the work of renewing all things. 
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GATHERING                   
God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
Prelude                                              "Voluntary in A Major"                       Jeff Hummel                                                       
                                                                      (William Selby)          
                                   
Welcome and Announcements  

   Call to Worship                                                                          From Psalm 99:1-5

Leader: The Lord reigns, let the nations tremble; he sits enthroned between the 
cherubim, let the earth shake.

People: Great is the Lord in Zion; he is exalted over all the nations.
Leader: Let them praise your great and awesome name—he is holy.
People: The King is mighty, he loves justice— you have established 

equity; in Jacob you have done what is just and right.
Everyone: Exalt the Lord our God and worship at his footstool; he is holy.

         
Prayer of Adoration

     Songs of Praise          "All Hail the Power of Jesus' Name"       #95 in the Hymnal         
                                                                                                                          (vv. 1,2,4,5)

                                                                 "You Are Good" 
                                                                                                 (See music on following page) 
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 †  The cross indicates standing, as you are able. 

 †    

 †    



All hail the pow'r of Jesus' name!  
Let angels prostrate fall;
Bring forth the royal diadem,
And crown Him Lord of all;
Bring forth the royal diadem,
And crown Him Lord of all!

Ye chosen seed of Israel's race,
Ye ransomed from the fall,
Hail Him who saves you by His grace,
And crown Him Lord of all;
Hail Him who saves you by His grace,
And crown Him Lord of all!

Let ev'ry kindred, ev'ry tribe,
On this terrestrial ball,
To Him all majesty ascribe,
And crown Him Lord of all;
To Him all majesty ascribe,
And crown Him Lord of all!

O that with yonder sacred throng
We at His feet may fall!
We'll join the everlasting song,
And crown Him Lord of all;
We'll join the everlasting song,
And crown Him Lord of all!
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ALL HAIL THE POWER OF JESUS' NAME



YOU ARE GOOD
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CONFESSING 
God invites us to be honest with him about ourselves. 
                 
Song of Confession                     "I Confess To God The Almighty"  
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Silent Confession 

Words of Comfort                   Psalm 103:8-12                                               

Leader: The Lord is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love.
He will not always accuse, nor will he harbor his anger forever; he does 
not treat us as our sins deserve or repay us according to our iniquities. For 
as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his love for those 
who fear him; as far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our 
transgressions from us.

People: Thanks be to God!

    Greeting of Peace  †          
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THANKSGIVING  
Our Offerings
Pray for Linda Lemon in France as she seeks, through counseling and training ministry, to 
support and care for mission workers in France as they share the gospel of Jesus Christ, 
start new churches, and equip God's people to do the work of ministry.

Offertory                                                        Interview with Nathan and Amy Callaway                                      

  Doxology 
   Please stand as we sing to the Lord. 

        Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here 
        below; praise him above, ye heavenly host:  praise Father, Son and 
        Holy Ghost. Amen.

 †          
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PROCLAIMING
God speaks to us through his word.          

Prayer of Illumination 

Scripture Reading                                                                                            Psalm 47                                                                           

1 Clap your hands, all you nations; shout to God with cries of joy.
2 For the Lord Most High is awesome, the great King over all the earth.
3 He subdued nations under us, peoples under our feet.
4 He chose our inheritance for us, the pride of Jacob, whom he loved.
5 God has ascended amid shouts of joy, the Lord amid the sounding of trumpets.
6 Sing praises to God, sing praises; sing praises to our King, sing praises.
7 For God is the King of all the earth; sing to him a psalm of praise.
8 God reigns over the nations; God is seated on his holy throne.
9 The nobles of the nations assemble as the people of the God of Abraham,
   for the kings of the earth belong to God; he is greatly exalted.

Leader:     This is the word of the Lord.
People:   Thanks be to God!    
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 Message: 
 Praying Our Praise 
+ Corey Widmer +

  
Notes:

________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
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RESPONDING
We respond to God’s word. 

Song of Response                                 "Jesus Shall Reign"                 #745 in the Hymnal  

Jesus shall reign where’er the sun does its successive journeys run; 
His kingdom spread from shore to shore, till moons shall wax and wane no more. 

To him shall endless prayer be made, and endless praises crown his head; 
His name like sweet perfume shall rise with every morning sacrifice. 

People and realms of every tongue dwell on his love with sweetest song, 
And infant voices shall proclaim their early blessings on his name. 

Blessings abound where’er he reigns; the prisoners leap to lose their chains, 
The weary find eternal rest, and all who suffer want are blessed. 

Let all the people rise and bring their special honors to our King; 
Angels descend with songs again and earth repeat the loud Amen.



Prayers of the People and The Lord's Prayer 

Leader: 

People: 

King Jesus, you reign over heaven and earth! Yet there is so much in our city, 
nation and world that does not reflect the peace, healing, justice, and grace 
of your everlasting kingdom. Hear our prayers as we cry out to you, that your 
kingdom would come on earth as it is already inaugurated in heaven.

Your kingdom come,
Your will be done! 

Please add your prayers for anything in which you long to see Jesus’ kingdom 
come. After your prayer, please say, “Your kingdom come,” and the 
congregation will reply, “Your will be done!” 
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Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory for ever. Amen. 



Prayer Needs

For Health
Jonathan Shouse, Greyson Tate, Emily Oostdyk, Jennifer Parham, Carol Macomber, 
Listwella Donaldson, Julie Walden, Kaye Phillips, Katherine Crocker, Amy Boyd, Jack 
Schilthuis, Jerry Ramsey, Charles Ellison, Margaret Leith, Lou Hanscom 

For Comfort 
Deaths – Zach James (father, 7/28), Anne Elam (husband Ray, 7/25), Carol Holt 
(7/19), Allene Brown (father, 7/15), Mack Cornett (mother, 7/16), John White (father, 
7/12), Willson Brockenbrough (mother, 7/12), Bill Shaw (father, 6/24), Jeff Rebman 
(sister), Kathy White (mother, Lorraine Joseph, 6/6)

For Metro Richmond 
We pray for the workplaces and businesses of metropolitan Richmond: for economic 
development in depressed portions of the city, for the establishment of businesses that will 
create new employment opportunities. 

Missionary Prayer and Care groups meet monthly to pray for our mission partners 
in Europe, Asia and the Muslim world. Contact Carolyn Oakley (cdoakley1@gmail.com/
937-6564) to learn more. 
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SENDING
God sends us into the world as his witnesses. 

Song of Commission                            "Your Kingdom Knows No End" 
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   Commission                                          From Colossians 2:15, 3:17, Romans 11:36       

Leader: Jesus Christ has disarmed the powers and authorities, 
Making a public spectacle of them, 
Triumphing over them by the cross.
Whatever you do, in word or deed, 
Do in everything in the name of the Lord Jesus,
Giving thanks to God the Father through him.

People: For from him and through him and for him are all things.
To him be the glory forever! Amen.

   Benediction                                                                       

Postlude                                                    "Coronation"                                   Jeff Hummel                             
11:15 a.m. service                                  (Jason Payne)                                                                              
                  

                            
                                                                        

SERVICE NOTES 
Today's flowers are given in honor of our mission partner Linda Lemon as she seeks, 
through counseling and training ministry, to support and care for mission workers in 
France as they share the gospel of Jesus Christ, start new churches, and equip God's 
people to do the work of ministry.

 †   

 †   
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What’s this whole “parish thing” about again?
Parish Model FAQ (Abridged Version)

Read the rest: http://www.thirdrva.org/strategic-planning

What is the “parish model” that you all keep talking about?
Beginning in January 2018, our congregation will be organized into eleven geographic 
areas called “parish areas.” Each parish area comprises about 75-115 adult covenant 
partners of Third plus children and regular attenders. The parishes are being formed 
geographically according to where people live, and every person at Third will be 
automatically incorporated into a parish (see diagram).

The primary purpose of the parish area is to serve as a vehicle for connection and care. 
Each parish area will have a team of several deacons and shepherding elders who 
oversee the practical and spiritual care of all those within the parish area. The parish 
areas also serve as a way for visitors and regular attenders to quickly get connected 
with someone else in the church.

Each parish area will also have a collection of groups called “parish groups.” Parish 
groups can consist of about 15-20 adults plus children, generally the amount of people 
that can fit into a home. Parish groups are completely voluntary mid-sized communities 
of people who are seeking to grow as disciples of Jesus together and reach out to and 
love their neighbors.

This diagram represents the relationship of the parish areas, parish groups, and the church 
to the metro Richmond region. (Please note: map is not accurate depiction of parish areas 
or Richmond.)

(continued)



Why are we doing this?
We are doing this for two important reasons: community and mission. Regarding 
community, we want to make it easy for people to enter into relationships at Third, 
receive care and love in community, and grow as followers of Jesus with other believers.  
Regarding mission, we want to empower the people of Third to love their actual 
neighbors in all the many different neighborhoods all over Richmond where we live, so 
that the grace and goodness of Jesus can be more fully known.

What work is being done on parishes behind the scenes right now? 
Working Group 3 is still working diligently and prayerfully on the logistics and planning 
for parishes. Our plan is to publicly launch the parish model in January 2018, so currently 
we are working on finalizing the exact boundary lines of the parish areas, and 
organizing and equipping teams of deacons and shepherding elders for each parish. 

What about parish groups—I hear that some parish groups have already 
started. Is that true? 
You’re right! Some pilot groups are in place in certain areas to establish rhythms and give 
feedback on how things work for our launch in January. If you’re interested in being a 
part of this process or want to see if there’s a parish group in your neighborhood area, 
contact Beth Nichols (bethn@thirdrva.org). 

What about my current small group? Are parish groups replacing existing 
small groups? 
No. We are encouraging new people to join parish groups and will be seeking to start 
many more of them, but we know that different kinds of groups serve different purposes.

What can I do to be a part of this?
First, please pray! This is a big change and we need the Lord to build this—or else we 
labor in vain (Psalm 127). Pray that God would lead us to the right new pastoral leader, 
and that God would truly use this change to see people grow in Christ and come to know 
Christ. 

Second, consider forming or being a part of a parish group. We will need many new 
leaders and people to get involved in these groups. Contact Beth Nichols (bethn@
thirdrva.org) if you are interested.
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NEWS & EVENTS
Welcome Coffee: Next Sunday, August 27, 9:45 a.m., Parlor 
Start here to learn more about Third and how to be involved. Contact Beth Nichols 
(bethn@thirdrva.org) with any questions. 

CAC and Third Celebration Picnic  – Saturday, August 26, 5:30 – 8:00 p.m. 
Join us for this picnic as a chance to meet and eat with our brothers and sisters from the 
Christian Arabic Church and celebrate the end of the backpack drive. We’ll be at the 
Pump Road Fields at 2340 Pump Road. Please bring a side dish or dessert to share; we’ll 
provide drinks and the main dish (chicken). No cost but we ask that you RSVP: 
thirdrva.org/events. 

Last Call — Donate a Backpack to Local Immigrants and Bring to the Picnic! 
The Christian Arabic Church uses backpacks as an outreach tool, giving them to new 
immigrant families in the area. Be a blessing to our community and donate a backpack! 
Bring your backpack to the celebration picnic next Saturday. For all the details, pick up 
a form around the church, or visit thirdrva.org/events. 

Jobs For Life – Fall 2017 Class Kicks Off September 11 
The Jobs for Life Training Program is a 12-week, relationship-centered jobs training 
program. Each student is teamed with a "champion" who will walk through the class 
and the months following as they journey from unemployment to employment, or from 
underemployment to better employment. Our next class kicks off in September and 
there’s a spot for everyone to help out. Visit our table in the Steeple Corridor, or visit 
thirdrva.org/jobsforlife for more info and to get involved. Contact Ginger James 
(gingerjames1@icloud.com; 647-5348).

Club 56 Dinner – Wednesday, September 13, 6:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall
Fifth and 6th grade students and their families are invited to the Club 56 Kick-Off Dinner. 
We’ll talk about the vision of Club 56, meet the Sunday school teaching team, and talk 
about what is happening with your children during these middle years.  Please RSVP to 
Andrea (andreaw@thirdrva.org) by September 6.
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NEWS & EVENTS
Newcomers Class – Begins September 10
Our Newcomers Class is our chance to get to know you and provide an opportunity for 
you to learn about Third’s vision for discipleship, community, and outreach. At the end of 
the class, you can decide if God is calling you to membership. Our class starts Sunday 
morning, September 10, and then meets again the next weekend. For all the details and 
and to sign up, visit: thirdrva.org/newcomers.

Dinner 8's Begin In September! 
Want to meet more folks at Third over a good meal? Sign up for Dinner 8’s. You’ll be 
placed in a supper group that meets monthly from September through December. Dinners 
are in one another’s homes or at a restaurant. Sign up by August 27: thirdrva.org/events.

Men’s $5 Steak Dinner – Monday, August 28, 6:00 p.m., 2340 Pump Road
Men of Third! Come out to this dinner that kicks off our year together. We’ll have a solid 
steak meal, cornhole tournament, and the opportunity to meet other great guys at Third. 
Invite friends; it’s open to everyone. Sign up: thirdrva.org/events. Contact Tom Barila for 
questions: tomb@thirdrva.org. 
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SUNDAY ADULT DISCIPLESHIP CLASSES
All of our adult Sunday morning discipleship classes (except for the one 
below) are on break until our fall kick-off on September 10. 

Be on the lookout in the upcoming weeks for info on new classes and opportunities that 
we'll be offering this fall.  If you've never been a part of a Sunday morning discipleship 
class, it's a great time to start! 

The Liturgy class will continue through September 3. Questions? Contact Tom Barila 
(tomb@thirdrva.org).

The Meaning of the Liturgy - 10:00 a.m., Room 101 
We will explore the history behind each element of our worship services and equip the 
class with a deeper understanding of why we worship the way we do at Third Church. 
We hope you’ll join us as we dive into the global history of baptism, communion, 
confession, and more. This class, unlike the other classes, will run through September 3.  
Hosted by the Good News Fellowship class. All are welcome!
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STUDENT MINISTRY 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY - SUNDAY MORNING
Learn more about our family ministry on the website (www.thirdrva.org/family-
ministry-sunday-morning). Questions? Contact Kathy White (kathyw@thirdrva.org) for 
infants - kindergarten and Tracie Meadows (traciem@thirdrva.org) for 1st - 6th grade. 

8:45 a.m., 10:00 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. services – Childcare available for all 
children ages kindergarten and younger. First grade and above attend worship with 
their parents.

 

Sunday morning student ministry 
Join us for food, solid teaching, and great people as we grow together in God’s word. 
 600 Forest Avenue, Student Ministry Area 
 10:00-11:00 a.m. for all students in 7th-12th grade. 

Sunday evening student ministry 
Join us from 7:00 – 8:30 p.m in the Fellowship Hall. 

Questions? Contact Rick (rickh@thirdrva.org) or Andrea (andreaw@thirdrva.org). 
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THIS WEEK AT THIRD

Sunday, August 20  
8:45, 10:00, 11:15 a.m. Worship services – Sanctuary

Monday, August 21
7:00 p.m. Kingdom Knitters – Parlor

Tuesday, August 22
9:00 a.m. Kingdom Knitters – Parlor
6:20 p.m. Session dinner – Kitchen, 500 Forest Avenue 
7:00 p.m. Session meeting – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue 

Thursday, August 24
7:00 p.m. Sanctuary choir rehearsal – Choir Room  
7:00 p.m. Worship team rehearsal – Sanctuary 
7:30 p.m. Center for Christian Counseling board mtg.–2nd floor conf. room, 500 Forest Ave. 

Friday, August 25
1:00 p.m. Day by Dayers meeting – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue 

Saturday, August 26
5:30 p.m. Third Church and the Christian Arabic Church picnic – Pavilion at Pump Road 
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A Covenant Order 
of Evangelical Presbyterians

Third Church 
804-282-4645  
500 Forest Ave.
Richmond, VA 23229
www.thirdrva.org 

LEARN MORE ABOUT THIRD
Welcome to Third! We’re so glad you’re here. We’d love to get to know you and for you to 
learn more about our community. We have a couple opportunities for you to connect with us 
and help you find out more about Third.
• Sign up for our ministry emails: thirdrva.org/signup 
• Pick up Third Press: Our monthly newsletter can be found around the church. 
• Follow us on Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram: @thirdrva  
• Join us for our next Welcome Coffee: August 27, 9:45 a.m. in the Parlor 

SUNDAY MORNINGS AT THIRD
If you need help or have any questions at any point on a Sunday morning, look for 
individuals wearing carnations or yellow name badges. They’re here to help answer 
questions, find you seats, and guide you around our building.  


