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  The SHAPE of WORSHIP
The formational power of Christian worship  

Third 
 CHURCH





WHAT IS BAPTISM?  
 

Baptism is a sacrament of the New Testament,
 wherein Christ hath ordained the washing with water 

in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost, 
to be a sign and seal...

of ingrafting into himself, 
of remission of sins by his blood, 
and regeneration by his Spirit; 

 of adoption, and resurrection unto everlasting life; 
and whereby the parties baptized are solemnly admitted 

into the visible church, and enter into an open and 
professed engagement to be wholly and only the Lord’s.

– Westminster Larger Catechism (Question 165)
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Welcome! 
Bienvenido! 

We’re glad you’ve chosen to worship at Third! 
We look forward to meeting and getting to know you.

Third Church exists to spread the gospel and seek 
the Shalom of metro Richmond and the world through 

a movement of communities and congregations, 
welcoming people of all cultures to the glory of Jesus Christ. 
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GATHERING                   
God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.

Welcome and Announcements                                     

      Call to Worship                                        1 Corinthians 12:12-13; Galatians 3:27-29                                                                                     
        Please stand.
Leader 1: Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one 

body, so it is with Christ.

Leader 2: 

Leader 1: For we were all baptized by one Spirit so as to form one body—whether Jews 
or Gentiles, slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink.

Leader 2: 

All: All of us who were baptized into Christ have clothed ourselves with 
Christ. There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor 
is there male and female, for we are all one in Christ Jesus, and 
heirs according to the promise.

    

      Opening Prayer

       Songs of Praise                   “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name” – #95 in the hymnal          

                                                 “10,000 Reasons”(Bless the Lord)  
          
                              (See music on following page.)                                              

                                             

 †

 †
 †

 The cross indicates standing, as you are able. 

 †
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10,000 REASONS (BLESS THE LORD) 
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CONFESSING 
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God invites us to be honest with him about ourselves. 

Prayer of Confession 

Everyone:  God our Father, our baptism is a sign that we are your children,
                        that we have been made new in Christ, that we are filled with  
                        your Spirit. Yet this week we admit we have behaved like orphans,
                        we have lived without Jesus, we have not followed the Spirit’s 
                         leading. Forgive us, Father. Renew us and help us to live as those
                        who our baptism proclaims us to be.

Silent Confession

Words of Comfort and Assurance of Pardon

Through Jesus, forgiveness is offered, for Jesus has lived for you, died for you, and risen for 
you. Those who are baptized in him are made new; the old is gone, the new has come!
Know that you are forgiven, and be at peace.

Everyone: Amen!

                                             

      Greeting of Peace 
       As those welcomed and given peace by God, let’s welcome each other in the peace 
       of Christ. 

 †



THANKSGIVING  
We give to the Lord in gratitude for what he has done for us.
 
Video - Language Conversation Partners 

Our Offerings                                                1 Chronicles 29:14
 Leader:  All things come from you, O Lord;
 People:  And of your own we have given you. 
          
Pray for Shelter of Love, a home in Cambodia for disadvantaged and displaced children 
that seeks to train them to love and serve Jesus Christ to impact their country for him.   
 

Musical Offering     
8:45 and 11:15 services                                     “Home “(The Arms of God) – Sanctuary Choir
                                                       (by Sorenson) 

Ev’ry heart without a home, ev’ry widow left alone,
Ev’ry soul that is distressed, there is rest.
Ev’ry prayer that has no voice or the freedom to rejoice,
From the darkness be released; there is peace.

There is peace, there is rest, there is hope for the broken, there is help for the weak.
There is peace, there is rest, and the arms of God will hold you all the way.

Ev’ry sinner who’s confessed, but in guilt is still oppressed
By the sin that’s been erased, there is grace.
When the father’s walked away, and the mother’s left to pray,
When the child has been disowned, welcome home.

Welcome home, welcome home. Your sins have been forgiven, your stains washed away.
Welcome home, welcome home, and the arms of God will lead you all the way.

Ev’ry soldier tired from war, who’s been shaken to the core,
Rise on strength that’s not your own, and come on home.
Come on home, come on home, and the arms of God will guide you all the way.

Ev’ry heart without a home, ev’ry widow left alone, 
Rise on strength that’s not your own, and welcome home.
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10:00 Service                                                                         “O God Beyond All Praising” 
                                                                                                                                               (Holst)
           Tracie Meadows, flute; John White, trumpet
                                                                                                                                                 

      Doxology 
      Please stand as we sing to the Lord. 

      Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host: 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.         
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PROCLAIMING
God speaks to us through his word. 

Prayer of Illumination 

Scripture Readings                                                                                      
                   Genesis 17:7-11(NRSV)
            
7 “I will establish my covenant between me and you, and your offspring after you throughout 
their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after 
you. 8 And I will give to you, and to your offspring after you, the land where you are now an 
alien, all the land of Canaan, for a perpetual holding; and I will be their God.”

9 God said to Abraham, “As for you, you shall keep my covenant, you and your offspring 
after you throughout their generations. 10 This is my covenant, which you shall keep,
between me and you and your offspring after you: Every male among you shall be 
circumcised. 11 You shall circumcise the flesh of your foreskins, and it shall be a sign of the 
covenant between me and you.” 

             Acts 2:36-41 (NRSV)

36 “Therefore let the entire house of Israel know with certainty that God has made him both 
Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified.” 37 Now when they heard this, they were 
cut to the heart and said to Peter and to the other apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?” 
38 Peter said to them, “Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ 
so that your sins may be forgiven; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the 
promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far away, everyone whom the Lord 
our God calls to him.” 40 And he testified with many other arguments and exhorted them, 
saying, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” 41 So those who welcomed his
message were baptized, and that day about three thousand persons were added.
             
   
Leader:    This is the word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God!



Message:  

+ THE WATERS OF BAPTISM +
Richard Haney

Notes:
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RESPONDING
We respond to God’s Word. 

Song of Response                                                                        “Purge Me” - Allison Hurst 
                                                               (Lyrics and music by Allison Hurst and Orlando Palmer) 

Purge me; won’t you cleanse me?  My deepest desire is for you.
Lord, I’m hurting and yet I’m yearning.  Are you speaking clearly?  
I need to hear from you, I need to hear from you.

I’m crying out, I’m desperate for you.  
And I’m not afraid to open my heart and give you all.
We’ll declare your name; Jehovah reigns despite our problems,
And through the pain we’ll learn to trust in you.

Do you hear me?  I heard you can save me.  All it takes is a single touch from you.
Lord, I want you and Lord, I need you.
I come as nothing with everything to lose, so come and make me new.

Oceans part, mountains move, giants die, Satan loses.
Chains will fall, nations freed, freed from slavery.
Will you save me?  Jesus, save me. 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever. Amen.
 
Prayer Needs

For Health: Lou Hanscom, Fred Whitten, Gene Cox, Carol Holt, Gipsie Rodrigues, Merle 
James, Celeste Reynolds, Gretchen Gravely, Betty and Joe Cox, Pam Rambo, Mary Howard, 
Jared Armistead

For Comfort:  Deaths – Mason and Jean Robinson, Stephen Robinson and Danita Harper 
(son and brother, Greg Robinson, 8/7), Kate Mendez (grandfather, 7/23), Robin Davia 
(father, 7/12), Courtney Frederick (7/14), Audrey Campbell (6/26), Michael Henley 
(mother, 6/25), John Vogel (sister, 6/21), Becky Wetzel (brother, 6/15), Betsy Pollard 
(grandmother, 6/12), Mary Lou Laird (6/8), Chip Buehler (mother, 6/6) 



SENDING
God sends us into the world as his witnesses. 

     Song of Commission                                  “Baptized in Water” - #758 in the hymnal                                                                                         
  
     Commission                                               
    Leader:  Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were 

baptized into his death? For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back 
into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption.

    People: Therefore, we have been buried with him by baptism into death, 
so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the 
Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. For all who are led 
by the Spirit of God are children of God.

                                                                                                                
      Benediction
      Please stand as you are able.

            

 †  
 †  

SERVICE NOTES
Refreshments in the Fellowship Hall  
After the 8:45 and 10:00 services, connect with others and make your way down to the 
Fellowship Hall together for a time of continued conversation. This will allow space for those 
waiting to enter for the next worship service. 

Today’s flowers are given in memory of Courtney Frederick and Greg Robinson. 
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NEWS 
Conversation Partners – Do you speak English and enjoy internationals? If you’d like to 
spend an hour every 1-2 weeks talking with an international student to help them learn 
English, contact Bob Metcalf (metcalfrobert454@gmail.com), Elaine Metcalf 
(elaine@swistock.com) or Pam Haney (pohaney@vcu.edu) and begin a new friendship.

Help with Sunday refreshments – We could use your help on one of two shifts 
each Sunday morning setting up refreshments in the Fellowship Hall. Contact Sterling 
Lloyd in the church office at 282-4645 or sign up to help at www.signupgenius.com/
go/9040a44aaa929a02-sunday. 

The Muslim World Prayer and Care group meets tomorrow night, August 17.  Those 
who would like to discuss Chapter 2 of the book “Christian, Muslim, Friend” by David Shenk 
should arrive at 6:00 p.m. The prayer time is from 7:00-8:30 p.m. Join us at the home of 
Laurie Chalifoux, 10801 Whitaker Woods Road, Richmond (740-1199).

Come help us grow! STEP Richmond’s Victory Reading program is moving to their new 
home in Gilpin Court’s Calhoun Center. Painters and cleanup help are needed on August 22 
and August 29 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. as we prepare for the new school year. Third has also 
been asked to contribute snacks for the workers. If you are willing to bring finger food to Third 
on Friday, August 21 or August 28 before noontime, please call Peggy Dennis (740-4229). 
If you’d like to volunteer to paint or clean up, please contact Ginger James (647-5348). 

Jobs for Life Global Breakfast of Champions – Would you like to hear more about 
Jobs for Life and how leaders are coming together to address poverty through the dignity of 
work? Please join us at Third Church, in the Fellowship Hall at 10 a.m. on Tuesday, 
September 1 to meet and hear from groups partnering for Jobs for Life.  Participants include 
those at STEP and churches from all over the city. There will also be a live-streaming video 
from Jobs for Life headquarters and other partners around the world. Register online at: 
www.jobsforlife.org/events. Any questions, contact Tim Cole (timcole@steprichmond.org) 
or Jen Campbell (jen@wheless.com).  
 
Dinner 8’s is returning this Fall! – Want to meet some more folks at Third in a fun and 
casual setting? Sign up for Dinner 8’s. You will be placed in a supper group that will meet 
once a month for 3 months starting in September. Meetings are in one another’s homes or at 
a restaurant. Sign up at  www.thirdrva.org, or pick up a registration form at Third and put it 
in the offering plate. Contact Allene Brown (allenedbrown@gmail.com or 441-1668). 



EVENTS
For more information on classes, events and ministries, come to the Fellowship Hall from
9:45-11:30 a.m., visit our website or find more information at kiosks throughout the 
building. 

Clean Up and Clear Out! – It is time for a little Fall cleaning. We need your help to 
remove “junk” and trash from classrooms and meeting areas in the church so we can make 
better use of the space we have. No skills required. Volunteers are needed this Saturday, 
August 22 from 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. Contact Charles Zoffuto directly for more information 
(ac_zoffuto@alumni.citadel.edu). 

Notre Maison Orphanage Fundraising Dinner – Sunday, August 23 at 5:30 p.m. in 
the Fellowship Hall. The Mosaic Ministry is hosting a dinner to raise money to kick off a new 
nutrition program for children with special needs in Haiti. Find out more and register on 
Third’s website. Contact: Charlotte Gage (382-0181). 

Evening of Prayer and Worship – We’re starting off the Fall season as a community 
focused on the praise of our Redeemer and Healer. Join us at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, 
August 27 in the Fellowship Hall for an evening of praise and prayer.

Neighborhood Labor Day Party at Third – Join us for a neighborhood block 
party hosted by Third Church on Sunday, September 6 from 11 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. on the 
church grounds. As a part of our focus on mission, this is a good opportunity to reach out and 
engage with our community. So please help us invite anyone and everyone from the 
neighborhood. There will be food trucks, a petting zoo, live music, fellowship and information 
on our upcoming Fall season at Third. We will worship as usual at 8:45, 10, and 11:15 a.m. 
so our whole community can join in after worship. Come one, come all. 

Medical Mission Trip – Together for Tanzania, one of Third’s missions partners, is hosting 
a medical mission trip to the UHAI Medical Center in Mbeya and its rural clinic in Makwale 
the first part of November. Medical professionals will have the option to return home by 
November 11or to travel more extensively with the rest of the team to other cultural areas 
of TFT’s ministry and return home around November 18. Date of departure from Dulles is 
October 30. At this time, flight costs are at an all-time low, so booking will begin soon. If 
you are interested in participating, contact Jeanette Brannan (jmbrannan@comcast.net).
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SUNDAY ADULT DISCIPLESHIP
Sundays at 10:00 a.m. 
 
The Epistles of John: What Makes You Think That You Are Right? 
Led by Rev. Nan and Boyd Clarke in Room 101. Studying the epistles of John provides 
answers from orthodox historic Christianity to modern anxieties about belief and the question 
of certitude.
 
All but one of our adult discipleship classes is on “sabbath break” during 
August. Join us in the Fellowship Hall to visit.  Nursery through kindergarten 
and younger will continue to take place during all three services. The Good 
News Class will continue to meet in Room 101. We are looking forward to our 
open house and Labor Day party where you’ll discover all the discipleship 
opportunities available for the Fall season.
 

STUDENT MINISTRY 
Grades 7 - 12

Student Ministry Sunday School is taking a break for the month of August. 

For more information on upcoming student ministry events and how you can get involved, 
contact Rick Hutton (rickh@thirdrva.org) or Andrea Woie (andreaw@thirdrva.org). 
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY - SUNDAY MORNING
We welcome you to Third and want you to know that your children are precious to us!   
Our staff of both professional child care workers and volunteers are here to serve your 
family in a safe, loving and Christ-centered environment.    

Children’s Ministry is taking a break for the month of August. Children 1st 
grade and above will attend church with their families. Before or after the 
service, bring your children with you to the Fellowship Hall where you can all 
enjoy time getting to know your Third family. Classes will resume in September. 

Nursery for Kindergarten and younger will continue to take place during all 
three services. There will be a short lesson for the children during the 10  a.m. 
hour.  The Little Lambs class will continue their usual schedule of instruction at 
10 a.m.  

Mark your calendar for a Sunday School Open House on September 6, 
and Sunday School kick-off on September 13.  

A Wiggle Room is available if you prefer to have your child with you but he or she is a little 
too active or noisy to be in the service. The service is streamed into Room 124 so you can 
hear the sermon while you nurse or play with your baby/toddler. Room 124 is located in 
the connecting hall across from the Toddler Room 105 leading to the Student Ministry area. 

Please contact us if we can help familiarize you with all that is available at Third for your  
children. Kathy White: kathyw@thirdrva.org. Tracie Meadows: traciem@thirdrva.org. 
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THIS WEEK AT THIRD
Sunday, August 16 
 9:45 a.m.-11:30 a.m. Weekly refreshments – Fellowship Hall
 2:00 p.m. Memorial service for Greg Robinson in the Sanctuary with a reception to   
                  follow in the Fellowship Hall. 
 4:00 p.m. AA – Rooms 213/215
 7:00 p.m. Student Ministry Gathering – at Pump Road 
 7:30 p.m. Christian Arabic Church Worship – Sanctuary 

Monday, August 17
 7:00 p.m. Kingdom Knitters – Parlor 
 7:00 p.m. Muslim World Missionary Prayer Group – at the Chalifoux home 
 7:00 p.m. Trustees meeting – Multipurpose Room at 500 Forest Avenue  

Tuesday, August 18
 7:00 p.m. Deacons meeting – Multipurpose Room at 500 Forest Avenue  

Wednesday, August 19 
 7:00 p.m. Combined choir rehearsal – Choir Room 
 7:00 p.m. Praise band rehearsal – Sanctuary   
 
Friday, August 21
 8:30 a.m.  Europe Missionary Prayer Group – at Carolyn Oakley’s home 
 9:00 a.m. Emotional Eating Group – Knox Room, 500 Forest Avenue 

Saturday, August 22
 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. Church Work Day – 600 Forest Avenue 

 
 

16



BUDGET UPDATE

Did you know that historically about 
20% of our annual giving is received in 
the month of December? And that 20% 
is also close to what we historically 
receive during the combined summer 
months of June, July and August.  

Would you consider either 
additional giving or an acceleration 
of your planned year-end giving to 
help minimize the strain of the 
summer months on our budget? 
While we trust God to fully meet our 
annual needs this year just as he has 
in the past, a boost to summer giving 
would be a wonderful blessing.

Year-to-date giving through June 2015 
is $1,170,000: higher than 2014, but 
$69,000 lower than year-to-date 
2015 projections. Expenses through 
June 2015 are $1,367,000. 
32% of our spending is for mission 
partners and programs. 

2015 Giving Plan 
$2,772,000

    YTD Giving                   
← $1,170,000

Budgeted YTD Giving 
← $1,239,000

YTD Expenses 
$1,367,000  →

We give praise for God’s grace, provision and generosity and invite you to pray that our 
financial gifts will sustain or even increase Third’s ministry and mission at Forest Avenue, in 
Richmond and around the world. Your gifts have Kingdom impact.
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A Covenant Order 
of Evangelical Presbyterians

804.282.4645  
500 Forest Ave.
Richmond, VA 23229

LEARN MORE ABOUT THIRD

Welcome to Third! Visit www.thirdrva.org to learn more about the community and how you 
can connect. Worship preparation, sermon reflection notes, and sermon audio are posted 
weekly. You can also watch the sermon live on the “This Sunday” page. If you’d like to join a 
small group , find out how you can become a member ,   or find ways to serve,  please contact 
Beth Nichols at bethn@thirdrva.org. Also follow us on Facebook and Twitter for community 
updates. 

JOIN US FOR FELLOWSHIP TODAY! 

Our services are at 8:45 a.m.,10:00 a.m., and 11:15 a.m. on Sundays in the Sanctuary.  
Join us for a short time of communion and prayer every Sunday at 8:00 a.m. in Room 101. 
From 9:45-11:30 a.m. on Sunday mornings, stop by for a time of fellowship and 
refreshments, including Blanchard’s coffee, in the Fellowship Hall. 

Sanctuary

Fellowship
Hall

Forest Ave

Playground

Classrooms
(Upstairs

& Downstairs)

Worship
Services

Rm 101

Parlor

Student Ministry Area

Courtyard


