
Sunday | August 13, 2017

PRAYING FOR LONGING 

"Faith is a living and unshakable confidence, 
a belief in the grace of God so assured

 that a man would die 
a thousand deaths for its sake."

 Martin Luther



Welcome! 
¡Bienvenido! 

We’re glad you’ve chosen to worship at Third! 
We look forward to meeting and getting to know you.
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Called together for the renewal of all things 
through Jesus Christ. 



Sanctuary Decorations 

Ordinary Time 2017 

As followers of Jesus, we “tell time differently” with a calendar shaped by the story of 
God’s works of salvation and renewal.  Not only do we mark the seasons of the 
Christian year through the readings and music in our worship service, we also use colors 
and textures to enrich our space and experience of worship.

We have spent the half year from Advent to Pentecost walking through the whole story of 
Jesus. Trinity Sunday begins the six-month period of Ordinary Time when we remember 
the story of God’s people as told throughout the Old and New Testaments. In Ordinary 
Time we are reminded that we are part of a great community of believers throughout time 
and history that has been called together to bear witness to God’s promises and presence 
in the world, finally fulfilled in Jesus and his kingdom.  The color of this season is green, 
representing the way God is at work sustaining even the small, ordinary rhythms we 
experience year by year in his creation, and the way God is calling and empowering his 
Church to join in the work of renewing all things. 
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GATHERING                   
God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
Prelude                                 "Jesus Shall Reign"                                 Larry Heath     
                                                                       (arr. Heath)                   
                                   
Welcome and Announcements  

Preparation for Worship                                                                   From Psalm 19:14 
Leader:    May the words of our mouths
     and the meditations of our hearts
     be pleasing in your sight,
     O Lord, our Rock and our Redeemer.
People:  Amen!

Musical Reflection                                                                                            Alex Sawyer 

   Call to Worship                                                                          From Psalm 111:1-3

Leader: Praise the Lord!
People: I will extol the Lord with all my heart in the council of the upright 

and in the assembly.
Leader: Great are the works of the Lord; they are pondered by all who delight 

in them.
People: Glorious and majestic are his deeds, and his righteousness 

endures forever.
         
Prayer of Adoration

     Songs of Praise                    "O Worship the King"                    #29 in the Hymnal 
                                            "Joyful, Joyful (Señor, te Alabamos)"

                                                                                                 (See music on following page) 

                                                                                           

4
 †  The cross indicates standing, as you are able. 

 †    

 †    



O worship the King, all glorious above,
O gratefully sing his power and his love;
Our Shield and Defender, the Ancient of Days,
Pavilioned in splendor and girded with praise.

O tell of his might, O sing of his grace,
Whose robe is the light, whose canopy space.
His chariots of wrath the deep thunderclouds form,
And dark is his path on the wings of the storm.

Thy bountiful care what tongue can recite?
It breathes in the air, it shines in the light;
It streams from the hills, it descends to the plain,
And sweetly distills in the dew and the rain.

Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail,
In thee do we trust, nor find thee to fail;
Thy mercies how tender, how firm to the end,
Our Maker, Defender, Redeemer, and Friend.
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O WORSHIP THE KING 



JOYFUL, JOYFUL (SEÑOR, TE ALABAMOS)

6



CONFESSING 
God invites us to be honest with him about ourselves. 
                 
Prayer of Confession                                                                 From Hebrews 4:14-16
Leader: Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has ascended into heaven, 

Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess.
People: For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with 

our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in 
every way, just as we are—yet he did not sin.

Leader: Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that we may 
receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.

Silent Confession 

Words of Assurance                                               From Heidelberg Catechism, 4.056
Hear the good news!
For the sake of Christ’s reconciling work,
God will no more remember our sins
or the sinfulness
with which we have to struggle
throughout our lives.
God graciously imparts to us
the righteousness of Christ
so that we may never
come into condemnation.

     Greeting of Peace 
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THANKSGIVING  
Our Offerings
Pray for Paul and Julie Ford as they seek to develop indigenous leaders through 
education, partnerships and mentoring first generation Christian leaders in central 
Asia, northwest Uganda, and Eastern Europe.

Offertory                                              "Yet Will I Sing"                               Summer Choir 
      (Bair) 

O God, thou art my God, and I seek thee.
My soul thirsts, my flesh faints, and I grow weary
As in a dry and weary land where no water is.
O God, thou art my God; wilt thou uphold me?

So I've looked upon thee in thy sanctuary,
Beholding thy power and thy glory.
Because thy steadfast love is better than life,
My lips will praise thee; yet will I sing.

I will bless thee as long as I live.
I will lift up my hands and call on thy name,
For thou hast been my help; thy right hand upholds me,
And in the shadow of thy wings, I sing for joy.

O God, thou art my God, and I adore thee.
I have looked upon thee in thy sanctuary.
I've seen thy steadfast love is better than life; 
My lips will praise thee; thus will I bless thee.
Yet will I sing.  I'll sing.

  Doxology 
   Please stand as we sing to the Lord. 

        Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here 
        below; praise him above, ye heavenly host:  praise Father, Son and 
        Holy Ghost. Amen.
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PROCLAIMING
God speaks to us through his word.          

Prayer of Illumination 

Scripture Reading                                                                                            Psalm 63                                                                           

1  You, God, are my God, earnestly I seek you; I thirst for you, my whole being longs for 
   you, in a dry and parched land where there is no water.
2  I have seen you in the sanctuary and beheld your power and your glory.
3   Because your love is better than life, my lips will glorify you.
4  I will praise you as long as I live, and in your name I will lift up my hands.
5   I will be fully satisfied as with the richest of foods; with singing lips my mouth will 
   praise you.
6  On my bed I remember you; I think of you through the watches of the night.
7  Because you are my help, I sing in the shadow of your wings.
8  I cling to you; your right hand upholds me.
9  Those who want to kill me will be destroyed; they will go down to the depths of 
    the earth.
10 They will be given over to the sword and become food for jackals.
11 But the king will rejoice in God; all who swear by God will glory in him, while the 
   mouths of liars will be silenced.

Leader:     This is the word of the Lord.
People:   Thanks be to God!    
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 Message: 
 Praying for Longing

+ Tim Latham +
  

Notes:
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11 Continued on next page 

RESPONDING
We respond to God’s word. 

Song of Response                                 "Lord, I Need You" 
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Prayer Needs

For Health
Jonathan Shouse, Greyson Tate, Emily Oostdyk, Jennifer Parham, Carol Macomber, 
Listwella Donaldson, Julie Walden, Kaye Phillips, Katherine Crocker, Amy Boyd, Jack 
Schilthuis, Jerry Ramsey, Charles Ellison, Margaret Leith, Lou Hanscom 

For Comfort 
Deaths – Zach James (father, 7/28), Anne Elam (husband Ray, 7/25), Carol Holt 
(7/19), Allene Brown (father, 7/15), Mack Cornett (mother, 7/16), John White (father, 
7/12), Willson Brockenbrough (mother, 7/12), Bill Shaw (father, 6/24), Jeff Rebman 
(sister), Kathy White (mother, Lorraine Joseph, 6/6)

For Metro Richmond 
We pray for the workplaces and businesses of metropolitan Richmond: for financial 
institutions, healthy and constructive investment policies, and effective development 
efforts to benefit the entire community. 

Missionary Prayer and Care groups meet monthly to pray for our mission partners 
in Europe, Asia and the Muslim world. Contact Carolyn Oakley (cdoakley1@gmail.com/
937-6564) to learn more. 
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Prayers of the People and The Lord's Prayer 

Leader: Heavenly Father, Creator, Sustainer, you are good and everything we do is 
for your glory. Please, Father, in your mercy, expose us to the reality of your 
faithfulness to us this morning. Lord, your love is our greatest truth. As a church, 
we celebrate that we can know you through Jesus, and that in your presence 
we are your children. Be with our church body this morning! Abba, by your 
Spirit, continue to call us out of our wounds, our sadness, our doubts, our 
apathy, our fractures, and our failures. Remove the veil over our hearts, anything 
that would keep us from experiencing your kindness and your majesty in 
this place.
Lord, in your mercy, 

People: Hear our prayer.
Leader: Lord Jesus, our Savior, your works are glorious in our sight. Though you knew  

no sin, you became sin so that in you we might become the righteousness of 
God. Jesus, in your mercy, hear our cries for Richmond. We pray for strength as 
we obey your commands in our city. We pray against the systems and instances 
of injustice we see around us. We pray for healing and renewal, and that you 
would give us the privilege of being a part of your work. Give us opportunities 
to meet our neighbors with the good news of your cross and resurrection – but 
also with food, water, shelter, and faithful presence. As we prepare to see you 
again, in your full glory, intercede for Richmond on our behalf.
Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer. 
Leader: Holy Spirit, blessed Paraclete, you abide in us and yet still inspire us to draw 

nearer to you. Thank you for making us new creations in Christ, calling for us 
and breathing life into our deadness. Continue to burn away anything that 
would keep us from hearing your voice for us. Spirit, please do not stop at us. In 
your timing, call out for all people groups all over this world and bring people, 
one by one, to the sweet knowledge of Jesus’s blood and empty grave. Show 
them Jesus and the desirable mercy he offers. Give them, and us, strength as we 
endure the brokenness of this world. Spirit, teach your people to pray as we wait 
for the renewal of all things to come when Christ returns.
Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer. 
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Now gathering our prayers into one, let us pray boldly as our Savior has taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory for ever. Amen. 

15



SENDING
God sends us into the world as his witnesses. 

Hymn of Commission                            "Be Thou My Vision"  

Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart;
Naught be all else to me, save that thou art.
Thou my best thought, by day or by night,
Waking or sleeping, thy presence my light.

Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word;
I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord;
Thou my great Father, I thy true son;
Thou in me dwelling, and I with thee one.

Be thou my battle shield, sword for the fight;
Be thou my dignity, thou my delight;
Thou my soul’s shelter, thou my high tower:
Raise thou me heavenward, O power of my power.

Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise,
Thou mine inheritance, now and always:
Thou and thou only, first in my heart,
High King of heaven, my treasure thou art.

High King of heaven, my victory won,
May I reach heaven’s joys, O bright heaven’s sun!
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,
Still be my vision, O ruler of all.
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   Commission                                                                       From Ephesians 3:17-19 

Leader:   I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may have power, together 
               with all the Lord's holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep 
               is the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge – that you 
               may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.                          

  
   Benediction                                                                        From Ephesians 3:20-21

Leader: Now to him who is able to do immesasurably more than all we ask or 
imagine, according to his power that is at work within us,

Everyone: To him be the glory, Amen!

Postlude                                                 "Joyful, Joyful"                                    Larry Heath                
11:15 a.m. service                                  (arr. Heath)                                                                            
                  

                            
                                                                        

SERVICE NOTES 
Today we celebrate the birth of Theodore Ezra "Teddy" Bishop, son of Katie and Josh 
Bishop. Teddy was born on August 3, 2017. 

Today's flowers are given in honor of our mission partners Paul and Julie Ford as 
they seek to develop indigenous leaders through education, partnerships and 
mentoring first generation Christian leaders in central Asia, northwest Uganda, and 
Eastern Europe.

 †   

 †   

17



18

What’s this whole “parish thing” about again?
Parish Model FAQ (Abridged Version)

Read the rest: http://www.thirdrva.org/strategic-planning

What is the “parish model” that you all keep talking about?
Beginning in January 2018, our congregation will be organized into eleven geographic 
areas called “parish areas.” Each parish area comprises about 75-115 adult covenant 
partners of Third plus children and regular attenders. The parishes are being formed 
geographically according to where people live, and every person at Third will be 
automatically incorporated into a parish. (See diagram.)

The primary purpose of the parish area is to serve as a vehicle for connection and care. 
Each parish area will have a team of several deacons and shepherding elders who 
oversee the practical and spiritual care of all those within the parish area. The parish 
areas also serve as a way for visitors and regular attenders to quickly get connected 
with someone else in the church.

Each parish area will also have a collection of groups called “parish groups.” Parish 
groups can consist of about 15-20 adults plus children, generally the amount of people 
that can fit into a home. Parish groups are completely voluntary mid-sized communities 
of people who are seeking to grow as disciples of Jesus together and reach out to and 
love their neighbors.

This diagram represents the relationship of the parish areas, parish groups, and the church 
to the metro Richmond region. (Please note: map is not accurate depiction of parish areas 
or Richmond.)

(continued)



Why are we doing this?
We are doing this for two important reasons: community and mission. Regarding 
community, we want to make it easy for people to enter into relationships at Third, 
receive care and love in community, and grow as followers of Jesus with other believers.  
Regarding mission, we want to empower the people of Third to love their actual 
neighbors in all the many different neighborhoods all over Richmond where we live, so 
that the grace and goodness of Jesus can be more fully known.

What work is being done on parishes behind the scenes right now? 
Working Group 3 is still working diligently and prayerfully on the logistics and planning 
for parishes. Our plan is to publicly launch the parish model in January 2018, so currently 
we are working on finalizing the exact boundary lines of the parish areas, and 
organizing and equipping teams of deacons and shepherding elders for each parish. 

What about Parish Groups—I hear that some parish groups have already 
started. Is that true? 
You’re right! Some pilot groups are in place in certain areas to establish rhythms and give 
feedback on how things work for our launch in January. If you’re interested in being a 
part of this process or want to see if there’s a parish group in your neighborhood area, 
contact Beth Nichols (bethn@thirdrva.org). 

What about my current small group? Are parish groups replacing existing 
small groups? 
No. We are encouraging new people to join parish groups and will be seeking to start 
many more of them, but we know that different kinds of groups serve different purposes.

What can I do to be a part of this?
First, please pray! This is a big change and we need the Lord to build this—or else we 
labor in vain (Psalm 127). Pray that God would lead us to the right new pastoral leader, 
and that God would truly use this change to see people grow in Christ and come to know 
Christ. 

Second, consider forming or being a part of a parish group. We will need many new 
leaders and people to get involved in these groups. Contact Beth Nichols (bethn@
thirdrva.org) if you are interested.
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NEWS & EVENTS
CAC and Third Celebration Picnic  – Saturday, August 26, 5:30 – 8:00 p.m. 
Join us for this picnic as a chance to meet and eat with our brothers and sisters from the 
Christian Arabic Church and celebrate the end of the backpack drive. We’ll be at the 
Pump Road fields at 2340 Pump Road. Please bring a side dish or dessert to share; we’ll 
provide drinks and the main dish (chicken). No cost but we ask that you RSVP: thirdrva.
org/events.

Backpack Drive in Progress
The Christian Arabic Church uses backpacks as an outreach tool, giving them to new 
immigrant families in the area. Be a blessing to our community and donate a backpack! 
Bring your backpack to church by August 20 (and place in the stairwell by the play-
ground), or join us for the celebration picnic on August 26. For all the details, pick up a 
form around the church, or visit thirdrva.org/events. 

Jobs For Life – Fall 2017 Class Kicks Off September 11 
The Jobs for Life training program is a 12-week, relationship-centered jobs training 
program. Each student is teamed with a "champion" who will walk through the class 
and the months following as they journey from unemployment to employment, or from 
underemployment to better employment. Our next class kicks off in September and 
there’s a spot for everyone to help out. Visit our table in the Steeple Corridor, or visit 
thirdrva.org/jobsforlife for more info and to get involved. Contact Ginger James 
(gingerjames1@icloud.com; 647-5348).

Dinner 8's Begin This September! 
Want to meet more folks at Third over a good meal? Sign up for Dinner 8’s. You’ll be 
placed in a supper group that meets monthly from September through December. Dinners 
are in one another’s homes or at a restaurant. Sign up by August 27: thirdrva.org/events.

Men’s $5 Steak Dinner – Monday, August 28, 6:00 p.m., 2340 Pump Road
Men of Third! Come out to this dinner that kicks off our year together. We’ll have a solid 
steak meal, cornhole tournament, and the opportunity to meet other great guys at Third. 
Invite friends; it’s open to everyone. Sign up: thirdrva.org/events. Contact Tom Barila for 
questions: tomb@thirdrva.org. 
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Bon Voyage College Send-Off Party! Sunday, August 13, 12:30 p.m. 
Join us at Megan Foster's house, 7 Dunway Drive, Richmond 23238
All college students are invited to gather for food, fun, encouragement and prayer before 
heading to school or starting your job. An RSVP would be helpful to Megan (mefoster
@vt.edu) or Wesley Owens (owenswp@gmail.com). 

Newcomers Class - Kicks Off September 10
Our Newcomers Class is our chance to get to know you and provide an opportunity for 
you to learn about Third’s vision for discipleship, community, and outreach. At the end of 
the class, you can decide if God is calling you to membership. Our class starts Sunday 
morning, September 10, and then meets again the next weekend. For all the details and 
and to sign up, visit: thirdrva.org/newcomers. 

SUNDAY ADULT DISCIPLESHIP CLASSES
All of our adult Sunday morning discipleship classes (except for the one 
below) are on break until our fall-kick off on September 10. 

Be on the lookout in the upcoming weeks for info on new classes and opportunities that 
we'll be offering this fall.  If you've never been a part of a Sunday morning discipleship 
class, it's a great time to start! 

The Liturgy class will continue through September 3. Questions? Contact Tom Barila 
(tomb@thirdrva.org).

The Meaning of the Liturgy - 10:00 a.m., Room 101 
We will explore the history behind each element of our worship services and equip the 
class with a deeper understanding of why we worship the way we do at Third Church. 
We hope you’ll join us as we dive into the global history of baptism, communion, 
confession, and more. This class, unlike the other classes, will run through September 3.  
Hosted by the Good News Fellowship class. All are welcome!
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STUDENT MINISTRY 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY - SUNDAY MORNING
Summer 2017   
Learn more about our family ministry on the website (www.thirdrva.org/family-
ministry-sunday-morning). Questions? Contact Kathy White (kathyw@thirdrva.org) for 
infants - kindergarten and Tracie Meadows (traciem@thirdrva.org) for 1st - 6th grade. 

8:45 a.m., 10:00 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. services – Childcare available for all 
children ages kindergarten and younger. First grade and above attend worship with 
their parents.

 

Sunday morning student ministry 
Join us for food, solid teaching, and great people as we grow together in God’s word. 
 600 Forest Avenue, Student Ministry Area 
 10:00-11:00 a.m. for all students in 7th-12th grade. 

Sunday evening student ministry 
Join us from 7:00 – 8:30 p.m in the Fellowship Hall. 

Questions? Contact Rick (rickh@thirdrva.org) or Andrea (andreaw@thirdrva.org). 
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THIS WEEK AT THIRD

Sunday, August 13  
8:45, 10:00, 11:15 a.m. Worship services – Sanctuary
12:00 p.m. Cards and Care – Room 207 

Monday, August 14
7:00 p.m. Mission Committee meeting – Upstairs Conference Room, 500 Forest Ave. 

Wednesday, August 16
7:00 p.m. Women's summer study – Fellowship Hall 

Thursday, August 17
5:00 p.m. Pregnancy Resource Training – Rooms 213/215 
7:00 p.m. Worship team rehearsal – Sanctuary 

Friday, August 18
8:30 a.m. Europe Missionary Prayer and Care group - at the home of Carolyn Oakley, 
                 2710 Old Point Drive, Richmond, 23233, 937-6564
1:00 p.m. Day by Dayers meeting – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Ave.
6:30 p.m. Healing prayer group – Student ministry area
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A Covenant Order 
of Evangelical Presbyterians

Third Church 
804-282-4645  
500 Forest Ave.
Richmond, VA 23229
www.thirdrva.org 

LEARN MORE ABOUT THIRD
Welcome to Third! We’re so glad you’re here. We’d love to get to know you and for you to 
learn more about our community. We have a couple opportunities for you to connect with us 
and help you find out more about Third.
• Sign up for our ministry emails: thirdrva.org/signup 
• Pick up Third Press: Our monthly newsletter can be found around the church. 
• Follow us on Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram: @thirdrva  
• Join us for our next Welcome Coffee: August 27, 9:45 a.m. in the Parlor 

SUNDAY MORNINGS AT THIRD
If you need help or have any questions at any point on a Sunday morning, look for 
individuals wearing carnations or yellow name badges. They’re here to help answer 
questions, find you seats, and guide you around our building.  


