
   + PRELUDE:     “He Carried My Cross Alone”     |      Alleluia

   + WELCOME

   + SILENT PREPARATION

   + CALL TO WORSHIP     |     Psalm 51:15-17

         O Lord, open my lips,
         and my mouth will declare your praise.
         You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would bring it;
         you do not take pleasure in burnt offerings.
         The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit;
         a broken and contrite heart, 
         O God, you will not despise.

   + OPENING PRAYER

+ MEDITATION

+ IMPOSITION OF ASHES

+ ANTHEM:     “Man of Sorrows”     |     Combined Choirs

+ KYRIE
     
        Lord, have mercy. (2x) 
        Lord, have mercy upon us. 
        Christ, have mercy. (3x)
   
+ SENDING    

        Lord Jesus Christ,
        we want always to remember that you love us,
        that you died for us,
        and that you rose from the dead for us.
        In the coming weeks, 
        help us to remember your great love, 
        and help us trust in you more and more. Amen.
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“Out of the dust you were formed, and to dust you will return.” 
Genesis 3:19



+ SONG:     “By Thy Mercy”

Jesus, Lord of life and glory,
Bend from Heav’n Thy gracious ear; 
While our waiting souls adore Thee, 
Friend of helpless sinners, hear:
By Thy mercy, O deliver us, good Lord.

From the depth of nature’s blindness, 
From the hardening power of sin, 
From all malice and unkindness, 
From the pride that lurks within:
By Thy mercy, O deliver us, good Lord, good Lord.

When the world around is smiling, 
In the time of wealth and ease, 
Earthly joys our hearts beguiling, 
In the day of health and peace,
By Thy mercy, O deliver us, good Lord, good Lord.

In the solemn hour of dying,
In the awful judgment day,
May our souls, on Thee relying,
Find Thee still our Rock and Stay:
By Thy mercy, O deliver us, good Lord, good Lord.

+ HYMN #221:     “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded”

+ CONFESSION

Have mercy on me, O God, 
according to your unfailing love;
according to your great compassion 
blot out my transgressions.
Wash away all my iniquity 
and cleanse me from my sin.
Surely you desire truth in the inner parts;
you teach me wisdom in the inmost place.
Create in me a pure heart, O God, 
and renew a steadfast spirit within me.
Do not cast me from your presence 
or take your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of your salvation
and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me.

                     (Psalm 51:1-2, 10-12)

+ SILENT CONFESSION

+ SONG:    A Lament for strings – “Depth of Mercy” 

Depth of mercy! Can there be
Mercy still reserved for me?
Can my God His wrath forbear,
Me, the chief of sinners, spare?
I have long withstood His grace,
Long provoked Him to His face,
Would not hearken to His calls,
Grieved Him by a thousand falls.
I my Master have denied,
I afresh have crucified,
Oft profaned His hallowed Name,
Put Him to an open shame.

There for me the Savior stands,
Shows His wounds and 
spreads His hands.
God is love! I know, I feel;
Jesus weeps and loves me still.
Pity from Thine eye let fall,
By a look my soul recall;
Now the stone to flesh convert,
Cast a look, and break my heart.
Now incline me to repent,
Let me now my sins lament,
Now my foul revolt deplore,
Weep, believe, and sin no more.


