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LETTER FROM COREY
In 1993 I stood in the famous Red Square in Moscow. I was there on a short-term 
missions trip in the newly opened nation of Russia, just two years after the collapse 
of the USSR. There was a lot of hope in the air, signs of democracy springing up like 
flowers after a winter thaw. But standing in Red Square, I wondered how long this 
new democratic revolution would hold. After all, it was in this very square that the 
Bolshevik forces marched in 1917 to incite the Russian Revolution and pave the way 
for the future USSR. In this historic span of pavement overshadowed by the majestic 
St. Basil’s Cathedral, one revolution had simply replaced another.

That’s the way revolutions tend to work. One powerful ruler replaces another powerful 
ruler, often recapitulating the same tactics of the previous regime. Revolutions begin 
with hope and anticipation, but often end with disappointment and disillusionment. 
The history of humanity is replete with revolutions and barren of real change. 

In this season of Lent and Easter we are finishing the book of Luke, and we are 
calling this series the Revolution of the King. There are at least two important reasons 
why the Revolution of Jesus is fundamentally different than all other revolutions in 
history, and in truth is the only real revolution that ever was or ever will be.

First, it’s different because of who the revolution is for. In every human revolution, 
one group of humans is seen as the oppressors and another group is the oppressed. 
One group of people is “the problem” and another group of people is “the answer.” 
A revolution enables one group to seize power from the other in order to deliver the 
promise of redemption from the evils of the former rule. We see this same rhetoric  
in our modern electoral cycles as power shifts from one group to another.

But the revolution of Jesus is not for just one group of people, it is for everyone. 
His revolution attacks the very source of oppression of all humanity: sin, death 
and evil itself. Furthermore, it does not see a new human rule or a different form of 
government as the answer; it deposits the real path to freedom for humanity in the 
reign of the resurrected Jesus. All human revolutions always underestimate the problem 
and overestimate the solution. The real problem is evil itself and the real solution is an 
overthrow of evil by the Author of good. (Continued on page 2.)
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Second, the revolution of Jesus is different because of how the revolution happens. In human revolutions, those seizing 
power rely on the same measures as those they are overthrowing. The Bolsheviks overthrew the violent rule of the Tsars with 
the same means of violence meted out in different forms. The means of human revolution is power wielded over others. 

Jesus’ revolution is so utterly different because it is based on entirely different means. The means of Jesus’ revolution is not 
power wielded over others but power surrendered for the sake of others. Everyone was looking for a Messiah who would 
overthrow the Romans by seizing power and putting their enemies to death. Instead, Jesus willingly surrenders his power 
and is put to death by his enemies. And not just any death—the horrific, shameful and abhorrent death of the cross. Yet 
through the shameful death of Jesus, God conquers his enemies, and instead of perpetuating the violence of the world,  
He opens the way for a new Kingdom of joy and justice to advance.

As Christians, we are called to renounce the revolutionary thinking of the world and join the revolution of King Jesus. For 
one, that means we must see evil as the real problem in the world (not “those people”) and Jesus as the real revolutionary 
answer (not politics or economics or anything else). Second, it means we must renounce the way of power wielded over 
others in our daily lives, and embrace the way of suffering love, using all and any power we have to surrender it for the 
flourishing of our neighbor.

This is the only real revolution. “For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who  
are being saved it is the power of God” (1 Cor 1:18).  

GALLERY 500 
Gallery 500 is in the 500 Forest Ave. office 
building front lobby. To see Gay Plack’s 
art visit during office hours, or on Sunday 
mornings. If you’re a Third artist and would 
like to have your art displayed in Gallery 
500, please contact Peggy Larmore. 

From Gay: I would just like to say welcome 
to the gallery. Displayed are pictures 
I've created over the years. I am inspired 
by God's handiwork in nature and am 
especially inspired by color. The Lord is the 
master artist and master of color. Currently I 
have some paintings inspired from travels to 
Italy and also local scenes displayed. I have 

been painting for about 12 years and have 
studied at VCU and with artists at VMFA 
and the Visual Art Center. Hope you pop  
in and enjoy! 

“Blooming” by Gay Plack
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HOLY WEEK OVERVIEW
As we draw nearer to the end of Lent, we would 
love for you to join us for any of the services, 
opportunities, and reflections offered the week 
leading up to our celebration of Christ's Resurrection.

PALM SUNDAY: A LENTEN VESPERS  
FEAT: Lux Aeterna by Morten Lauridsen

Sunday, April 9, 4 p.m., Sanctuary

This Lenten Vespers service will include some liturgy, a 
homily, and a presentation of the musical work of Morten 
Lauridsen, Lux Aeterna, by the combined choirs of Third 
Church and River Road Presbyterian.  This special piece 
of music is a meditative piece referencing procedures and 
characteristics from sacred music of the high Renaissance, 
especially the music of Palestrina and Josquin Desprez.

MAUNDY THURSDAY:

Thursday, April 13, 7 p.m., Sanctuary

Join us for this special worship service in the style 
of Tenebrae, with gradual extinguishing of candles, 
accompanied by music, readings, and the sacrament  
of Communion.

Childcare provided for kindergarten and younger.

GOOD FRIDAY: Join us for one of many opportunities 
to reflect on Christ's suffering this Good Friday.

Friday, April 14

Good Friday Service: Noon, Sanctuary 

A brief worship service in the Sanctuary followed by a 
Lenten lunch at 12:30 p.m. ($5) in the Fellowship Hall. 
Childcare available for kindergarten and younger during 
the worship service (Noon - 12:30 p.m.).

Journey to the Cross: 1–7 p.m., begins in the  
Steeple Corridor

A personal experience of Jesus’ final hours. A multi-sensory 
journey where you will be guided by scripture and artistic 
presentations to the cross. 

Christian Arabic Church Evening Devotion  
& Prayer Service: 7 p.m., Fellowship Hall

The Christian Arabic Church has invited us to their  
service at the end of Good Friday, held in both Arabic  
and English. Following the service, all are invited to dinner 
(around 8:30 p.m.). If you’d like to join for dinner, please 
RSVP to our CAC friends by emailing Fakhri or leaving  
a voicemail at 888-7803. 

RESURRECTION SUNDAY: Easter Sunday, April 16

Services: 8 a.m., 9:15 a.m., 10:30 a.m., and 11:45 a.m.

Sunday School*: 10:30 a.m.

Celebrate the risen King in the Sanctuary! Bring bells from 
home to ring with joy every time we sing or say, “Alleluia!” 
We will also have some bells on site for you to use.

*All children and student ministry Sunday Schools will meet. 
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SPORTS SKILLS CAMP 2017
At our Sports Skills Camp, we combine the fun and 
excitement of great sports training in soccer and basketball 
with the great news of the Gospel. Sponsored by Third, 
Community West, and the Christian Arabic Church, this 
week offers time for your children to build sports skills and 
to learn about Christian character-building from skilled 
college athletes from the Sports Outreach Institute and  
the RVA community. 

WHO: Children and youth, rising 1st to 12th grades
WHEN: July 10–14, 8:30 a.m.–1 p.m.
WHERE: 2340 Pump Rd.

COST: $80 provides a space for each camper (a second 
child: $70, a third child: $60). The fee helps pay for the 
coaches from Sports Outreach Institute, benefit local 
campers and S.O.I. ($20 of the fee is tax deductible.) 
Scholarships available.

HOW CAN I SIGN UP? Visit thirdrva.org/events

Learn more about this awesome week at thirdrva.org/
sports-skills-camp. Questions? Contact Tom Barila.

SUMMER FUN

2017 VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
SEARCHING THE VISIBLE,  
DISCOVERING THE INVISIBLE

Calling all starveyors! Join us this summer as we discover 
amazing things designed by our creator God! At Galactic 
Starveyors Vacation Bible School (VBS), we will search the 
skies and God’s word to uncover God’s truth that is etched 
in His glorious handiwork! 

We're so excited this year to press in to our partnership 
with the Christian Arabic Church (CAC). Registration 
opens to all members and regular attenders of both Third 
and CAC Sunday, April 23 - Saturday, May 20.  

During this time, we encourage you to consider inviting 
at least one family you know, who doesn't go to church, 
that God may want to reach with the good news of Jesus 
Christ! If you have a family you want to invite, please 
email Tracie, who will contact them with a personal 
invitation and link to register.

WHO: Children ages 4* to rising 5th Grade
WHEN: June 26–30, 9 a.m.–Noon
WHERE: Third Church

HOW CAN I SIGN UP? Register at thirdrva.org/
events starting April 23 for Third and CAC families, and 
on May 21 for the general public. 

HOW CAN I HELP? We're so glad you asked! There are 
many volunteer jobs to do and all are listed online. Visit 
thirdrva.org/registrations to learn more and sign up.

* Children must be age 4 by September 30, 2017 to  
stay at VBS without a parent volunteering that week.

mailto:traciem@thirdrva.org
http://thirdrva.org/events
http://thirdrva.org/events
http://thirdrva.org/registrations
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APRIL 1
TRADITIONAL SEXUALITY, 
RADICAL COMMUNITY 

9 a.m.–Noon, Fellowship Hall 

A Forum with Author and Speaker Wesley Hill

The debates about sexuality are endless, even in the 
church. Author and speaker Wesley Hill has been on the 
front lines of many of these conversations. In this forum, 
Wesley will explain why the historic Christian sexual 
ethic still holds in our current context, and how this ethic 
can actually be lived through the power of Christian 
community. No RSVP needed; come one and all. 

APRIL 2
PARENT & CHILD  
COMMUNION CLASS

10 a.m., Choir Room,  
2nd Floor of 600 Forest Ave. 

Is your child ready to take communion? Pastor Corey 
Widmer will talk to parents and their children about the 
meaning of communion and how to know when your 
child is ready. This class is for parents and their children  
to attend together.  

Please let us know you are coming so we can prepare 
materials! Email Tracie Meadows to RSVP. 

APRIL 6
PARENT TO PARENT COFFEE  
& CONVERSATION

7 p.m., Room 132 (Student 
Ministry Area)

Join other parents for this evening of candid conversation 
about the topics we've been looking at recently. At the 
conclusion of both the 5-week Real Sex class and our 
Student Ministry series on sex and sexuality, this is an 

EVENTS CALENDAR: APRIL

opportunity for parents to gather, to speak candidly,  
and to share their struggles and strategies as they raise 
their children. 

There is no agenda except to be a place for honest 
conversation—a time to process all of the recent  
teaching and conversation.

No registration needed, but please let us know if you’re 
coming by emailing Tracie or Andrea.

APRIL 8
EASTER EGG HUNT

10:30 a.m., The Farm of Christina 
and James Olmsted

1633 Devon Way, Manakin-Sabot, VA 23103

Join us for our annual Easter Egg Hunt for families of 
Kindergarteners and younger. Siblings are welcome to 
come help their little brothers or sisters and they will get 
a helpers prize! The Teeny Tiny Farm will be there with 
a petting zoo, as will a bounce house! We'll also set up 
stations parents can visit with their children to share about 
the events leading up to the Resurrection.

Invite a friend or neighbor, and make sure to bring a 
picnic lunch and Easter basket. Drinks provided. The  
event is free, but we do ask that you RSVP: thirdrva. 
org/events.

APRIL 9–16
HOLY WEEK

We hope you join us for any of the 
services, opportunities, and reflections 
offered the week leading up to our 

celebration of Christ's Resurrection. Learn more about 
all the different services and experiences we’re offering 
during Holy Week on page 3. 
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APRIL 18
WOMEN’S COFFEE  
& CONVERSATION

Tuesday morning, April 18

9:30–11 a.m., The Parlor, 600 Forest Ave.

Join the women of Third for this opportunity to come 
together and get to know one another. If you are new to 
Third please join us! This is casual and you can drop by 
anytime. Coffee & goodies will be provided. No cost, no 
registration needed.

Childcare provided with a reservation with Kathy White.

APRIL 20
NEWCOMERS CLASS 

Are you ready to explore a deeper 
commitment to this part of the Body  
of Christ? We’d love to get to know you 

and provide an opportunity for you to learn about Third’s 
vision for worship, discipleship, community, serving and 
outreach. We host a Newcomers Class several times a year 
where you’ll hear from Corey Widmer and other Third 
Leaders and laypeople and find out about the community 
and missional life of Third. 

At the end of the class, you’ll have an opportunity to 
become a covenant partner of our church family. 

The Schedule:

 •  Thursday, April 20: 7–9 p.m., Room 213/215
 •   Friday, April 21: 6–9 p.m., Room 213/215,  

includes dinner
 •  Saturday, April 22: 1–4:30 p.m., Room 213/215
 •   Sunday, April 30: At the service you attend (for  

those deciding to become members)

Sign up to join us: thirdrva.org/newcomers

MAY 12-13
CLUB 56 RETREAT

5th and 6th grade students are invited 
to attend the Club 56 weekend retreat! 
This is a fun weekend with quiet time 

in God’s word, fun activities, and great fellowship! Invite  
a friend!

Be on the lookout for registration and details coming soon! 
Check: thirdrva.org/events

JUNE 19
ANNUAL SAM JACKSON 
MEMORIAL CHARITY  
GOLF OUTING

Join us for the Annual Sam Jackson Charity Golf 
Outing, organized by Third Golfers in Fellowship. It’s a 
great opportunity to invite friends and family to join us. 
Registration includes everything you need for this day  
of golfing, plus prizes!

WHO: This Captain's Choice is suited for all levels of 
golfers and non-golfers, and is open to all: men, women, 
and teens. Sign up as individuals or pairs, and you'll be 
placed on teams.
WHEN: Check-in begins at 8 a.m., with a shotgun start  
at 9:00 a.m. Lunch to follow at 1 p.m.
WHERE: Richmond Country Club
COST: $80; covers greens fees, golf cart, range balls, 
practice balls set up one hour before start; lunch after the 
golf round; short inspirational message; prizes awarded for 
various things (long drive, closest to the pin  
on Par 3's, best dresser, etc.). Also includes a $25 donation.
REGISTER TODAY: thirdrva.org/events

QUESTIONS? Contact Bob Tatti 

EVENTS CALENDAR: APRIL, MAY, JUNE
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WOMEN’S FIRST 
FRIDAY FELLOWSHIP
This spring we’re opening our homes to 
host a monthly First Friday Fellowship 
for all the women of Third.

Join us for a simple way to meet other women, enjoy some 
light drinks and snacks, and start your weekend off right. It 
will be at a different home around Richmond each month. 

  Friday Night, April 7 
7 p.m. | Silvia Ledon’s Home 
2706 Birkdale Lane 
North Chesterfield

  Friday Night, May 5 
7 p.m. | Emily Henley’s Home 
703 Sawdust Dr. 
Manakin-Sabot

For questions or to RSVP, contact Erin Holbrook. 

WELCOME COFFEE
If you’re new to Third, come to this 
monthly gathering to meet a few 
people, learn about Third's vision, what 
we believe and how to get involved.

  Sunday, April 9 
9:45 – 11 a.m.  
Parlor

  Sunday, May 21 
9:45 – 11 a.m.  
Parlor

QUESTIONS? Contact Beth Nichols.

ONGOING & UPCOMING EVENTS

TRIP OPPORTUNITY: 
EXPERIENCE ISRAEL 
TOUR 2017

In order to accommodate more folks and fit better with 
schedules, we’ve moved this “trip of a lifetime” so it leaves 
on September 30th and returns October 10th of this year. 
This trip offers you the incredible opportunity to visit 
the Holy Land and walk where Jesus walked alongside 
experienced and Biblically-knowledgeable tour guides.  
We will tour Israel, Galilee, the Dead Sea and the city  
of Jerusalem.

WHEN: September 30 - October 10, 2017

WHERE: You’ll stay in first class hotels in the following 
places: One night on the Mediterranean, three nights on 
the shore of Galilee, one night at the Dead Sea, and four 
nights in Jerusalem.

TOURING: You'll tour the sites of Israel in a comfortable 
tour bus, with a Biblically-knowledgeable tour guide.

FULL ITENERARY: Check out our event posting on the 
website: thirdrva.org/news-events/experience-israel-
tour-2017 

COST: $4,295.00

DEADLINE: June 19, 2017. If past this date, please call 
or email Tom to see if there are any spots left or to learn 
about future trips for 2017.

QUESTIONS? CONCERNS? Want to know who else is 
signed up to go? Get in touch with Tom Barila. 
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Third Church 
500 Forest Ave. 
Richmond, Virginia 23229 
(804) 282-4645

I love that we need a full, long 40 days for 
Lent to quiet and still ourselves, to throw off 
our hindrances and our distractions, so we  
can approach Good Friday and Easter with 
the full reverence and presence the most 
sacred days demand.

Because otherwise, we are such a stubborn 
people—prone too easily, as Richard Foster 
says, to the sins of muchness, manyness,  
rush and hurry. We need the full 40 days.  
We need the time to prepare so we may  
be swept under by the grandness and glory  
of Christ’s death and resurrection. We quiet 
ourselves so we may actually hear, so we  
may actually bear witness to the power of 
Christ in our lives—whether it is in tiny but 
miraculous reconciliations, in the lilies or in the 
new mercies of each morning, or in new life or 
life renewed. All proclaims the goodness and 
majesty of God, and we need only to halt our 
rushing to see it.

ON WAITING & SLOWING: A Reflection by Becca Payne

And this year, I find myself slowing and 
waiting for so many reasons—for resurrection, 
for peace, and for the wave of (new) 
parenthood we’re about to experience,  
which is both beautiful and terrifying.  
And so I am reminded again that we  
need these rhythms. We need slowness  
and preparation as much as we do joy  
and celebration. Indeed, we need the 
slowness and preparation for the joy  
and celebration.

So when Chris and I pull our newborn 
daughter to our chests, we’ll more fully 
understand the weight of such a miracle.  
And when we carry our bells into Easter 
morning, and ring them in unison to the  
tunes of Alleluia, we will more fully know  
the triumph of resurrection because we  
have considered the weight and the cost.  
We have simply given ourselves the 
opportunity to be present to the sacred.

I’ll be taking a couple months after we welcome our daughter into the world to focus on the 
simple things like, feeding, loving, and trying to coerce a newborn into sleep. For any Third 
Press submissions for May through July, please send to Kevin Jeffer: kjeffer@recreativeinc.com. 


