
Sunday | April 9, 2017

 THE KING WHO COMES
Palm Sunday  

"Ride on! Ride on in majesty!
In lowly pomp ride on to die;

O Christ, Thy triumphs now begin
O’er captive death and conquered sin."

 Henry H. Milman (1827)



Welcome! 
Bienvenido! 

We’re glad you’ve chosen to worship at Third! 
We look forward to meeting and getting to know you.

Third Church exists to spread the gospel and seek 
the Shalom of metro Richmond and the world through 

a movement of communities and congregations, 
welcoming people of all cultures to the glory of Jesus Christ. 
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Lenten Sanctuary Decorations 

During the season of Lent that began on Ash Wednesday, we continue to remember 
that followers of Jesus “tell time differently” with a calendar shaped by the story of God’s 
works of salvation and renewal.  Not only do we mark the seasons of the Christian year 
through the readings and music in our worship service, we also use colors and textures to 
enrich our space and experience of worship.

Our banners of royal purple ribbons were introduced during Advent to reflect the way we 
can rejoice in the signs of new creation while acknowledging that many signs of hope still 
seem fractured, dim, and obscured by the present world.  Now, in a season focused on 
remembering the suffering of Jesus on our behalf—and for repentance and self-reflection 
of our own sins for which he died—we have added additional layers of gray and brown 
and gauze to represent Jesus’ rejection and submission to the pain of the world.  Because 
we grieve together as one Body of Christ and not just as individuals, our banners also 
include strips of printed and painted cloth made together by men, women and children of 
our congregation (along with neighbors and visitors) as part of last year’s Journey to the 
Cross meditation experience—a response with hands and hearts as well as minds to the 
sacrifice made by Jesus. 
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GATHERING                   
God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
Prelude                                "Fanfare and Processional"                              Jeff Hummel  
                                                                  (Lynn Trapp)                                                                                                                     
                                                              
Welcome and Announcements  

Preparation for Worship                                                                                                                

Leader:    True and humble King,
     hailed by the crowd as Messiah:
     grant us the faith to know you and love you,
     that we may be found beside you on the way of the cross,
     which is the true path of glory.
People:  Amen.  

Let’s quiet our hearts in silent preparation for worship.

  Call to Worship                                                   From Zechariah 9:9; Psalm 118:26
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 †  The cross indicates standing, as you are able. 

 †    
Leader: Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!
People: Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem!
Leader: Lo, your king comes to you;
People: Triumphant and victorious is he,
Leader: Humble and riding on a donkey,
People: On a colt, the foal of a donkey.
Leader: Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
People: Hosanna in the highest!



Prayer of Adoration

Choral Processional                     "Hosanna (Praise Is Rising)"              
Hosanna, hosanna! You are the God who saves us, worthy of all our praises.
Hosanna, hosanna! Come have your way among us, we welcome you here, Lord Jesus.

   Songs of Praise  
                                      

8:45 and 10:00 a.m. services             "Sing Hosanna"                       Children's Choir 
11:15 a.m. service              "Hosanna, Loud Hosanna"               Sanctuary Choir 
                                                                   (Threlfall/Raney)

Hosanna, loud hosanna, the little children sang;
Through pillared court and temple the lovely anthem rang.
To Jesus, who had blessed them, close folded to his breast,
The children sang their praises, the simplest and the best.

Hosanna in the highest, hosanna to the King!
Hosanna in the highest, let loud hosannas ring!

O may we ever praise him with heart and life and voice,
And in his blissful presence eternally rejoice!

Hosanna in the highest, let loud hosannas ring!

     Hymn of Praise                   "All Glory, Laud and Honor"             

All glory, laud and honor to thee, Redeemer, King,
To whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring. 
Thou art the King of Israel, thou David's royal Son,
Who in the Lord's name comest, the King and blessed One!

The company of angels are praising thee on high;
And we with all creation in chorus make reply.
The people of the Hebrews with palms before thee went;
Our praise and prayer and anthems before thee we present. 

To thee, before thy passion, they sang their hymns of praise;
To thee, now high exalted, our melody we raise.
Thou didst accept their praises, accept the praise we bring,
Who in all good delightest, thou good and gracious King!
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CONFESSING 
God invites us to be honest with him about ourselves. 

    Song of Confession                       "Create in Me a Clean Heart"
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Silent Confession 

   Words of Comfort and Assurance                                      From Isaiah 53:4-5

Leader: “Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, 
yet we considered him stricken by God, 
smitten by him, and afflicted. 
But he was pierced for our transgressions, 
he was crushed for our iniquities; 
the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, 
and by his wounds we are healed.”

Sisters and brothers, because of Jesus Christ,
you are forgiven, you are healed, you are made whole.

People: Amen!

Celebration of Baptism 
8:45 a.m. service                                                                            Greyson Bender Tate 
10:00 a.m. service                                                                                   Eliot Fitch Davis 
11:15 a.m. service                                                                       Lucy Johanna Sherman

Song                                                                    "The Lord Bless You and Keep You" 

The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make his face shine upon you. 
And give you peace, and give you peace, and give you peace forever. 

   Greeting of Peace †    

 †    
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THANKSGIVING  

Our Offerings
Pray for our mission partner Tim Cole and Strategies To Elevate People (STEP), 
surrounding and supporting leaders in the urban community with compassion, prayer, 
and action to defeat physical and spiritual poverty.

Offertory                                      "Lion and the Lamb"                                Worship Team                                  

He's coming on the clouds.  Kings and kingdoms will bow down
And every chain will break as broken hearts declare his praise.
For who can stop the Lord Almighty?

Our God is the Lion, the Lion of Judah.
He's roaring with power and fighting our battles
And every knee will bow before him.
Our God is the Lamb, the Lamb that was slain
For the sins of the world.
His blood breaks the chains and every knee will bow 
Before the Lion and the Lamb.
Every knee will bow before him.

So open up the gates; make way before the King of kings.
The God who comes to save is here to set the captives free.
For who can stop the Lord Almighty?

Who can stop the Lord Almighty?
Who can stop the Lord?

   Doxology 
    Please stand as we sing to the Lord. 

        Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here 
        below; praise him above, ye heavenly host:  praise Father, Son and 
        Holy Ghost. Amen. 
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PROCLAIMING
God speaks to us through his word.          

Prayer of Illumination 

Scripture Reading                                                                                    Luke 19:28-44
  
28 After Jesus had said this, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. 29 As he 
approached Bethphage and Bethany at the hill called the Mount of Olives, he sent two 
of his disciples, saying to them, 30 “Go to the village ahead of you, and as you enter it, 
you will find a colt tied there, which no one has ever ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 
31 If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ say, ‘The Lord needs it.’”

32 Those who were sent ahead went and found it just as he had told them. 33 As they were 
untying the colt, its owners asked them, “Why are you untying the colt?”

34 They replied, “The Lord needs it.”

35 They brought it to Jesus, threw their cloaks on the colt and put Jesus on it. 36 As he went 
along, people spread their cloaks on the road.

37 When he came near the place where the road goes down the Mount of Olives, the 
whole crowd of disciples began joyfully to praise God in loud voices for all the 
miracles they had seen:

38 “Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!”
“Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!”
39 Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Jesus, “Teacher, rebuke your disciples!”

40 “I tell you,” he replied, “if they keep quiet, the stones will cry out.”

41 As he approached Jerusalem and saw the city, he wept over it 42 and said, “If you, 
even you, had only known on this day what would bring you peace—but now it is hidden 
from your eyes. 43 The days will come upon you when your enemies will build an 
embankment against you and encircle you and hem you in on every side. 44 They will 
dash you to the ground, you and the children within your walls. They will not leave one 
stone on another, because you did not recognize the time of God’s coming to you.”
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RESPONDING
We respond to God’s word. 
  
Prayers of the People and The Lord's Prayer 

Leader: Lord Jesus Christ, 
you are the suffering King of love!
Open our hearts to know your love for us,
that we might love with grace and truth.
Lord, in your mercy, 

People: Hear our prayer.
Leader: Heavenly Father,

you have exalted your Son as King over all.
Bring your peace and justice to the nations,
and lead the rulers of the earth 
to govern with humility and truth.  
Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer. 
Leader: Holy Spirit,

bring comfort to all those who struggle
with the limitations of failing bodies
and who ache with the heaviness of weary souls.
Grant us hands that heal,
words that encourage,
and love to bear all things.
Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer. 

Now gathering our prayers into one, let us pray boldly as our Savior has taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory for ever. Amen. 
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Prayer Needs

For Health
Pam Haney, Leah Gaertner, Becky Slootweg, Linda Ludlow, Julie Walden, Kaye Phillips, 
Katherine Crocker, Amy Boyd, Loma Shafer, Jack Schilthuis, Jerry Ramsey, Betty Cox, 
Charles Ellison, Dru Fitch, Mark Koontz, Margaret Leith, Dabney Harvey, Lou Hanscom, 
Carol Holt

For Comfort 
Deaths – Patti Hamilton (sister, 3/10), Kathy Boley (brother, 3/19), Betsy McCray 
(father,3/13), Betsy Lohr (mother, 3/8), Etta Lawrence (husband Allen, 3/8), Malachi 
Mills (father, 2/27), Parker Hale (mother, 2/21), Jim and Jane Fields (grandson, 2/17), 
Kyle Tobias (2/5) 

For Metro Richmond 
We pray for the power of Christ's resurrection in metropolitan Richmond: for a spirit of 
hope and readiness to change, for commitment to the redeeming power of God who 
brings new life out of death to people and communities.
 
Missionary Prayer and Care groups meet monthly to pray for our mission partners 
in Europe, Asia and the Muslim world. Contact Carolyn Oakley (cdoakley1@gmail.com/
937-6564) to learn more.  
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SENDING
God sends us into the world as his witnesses. 

  Song of Commission                     "Hosanna (Praise Is Rising)"     †  
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Commission                                                                                                                                            
   

Leader: “Jesus set his face toward Jerusalem.” (Luke 9:51)
Our Lord is on a journey,
leading through betrayal, suffering and torture, and ending on the cross.
He invites us to follow him.
“Jesus told his disciples,
‘If any want to become my followers,
let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me.
For those who want to save their life will lose it,
and those who lose their life for my sake will find it.'" (Matthew 16:24-25)

People: May the Lord grant us grace to follow Jesus
and to give him our very lives.
For in giving away our lives, we find them,
and in dying we live.

    

Benediction                                                         

Postlude                                      "Hosanna, Loud Hosanna"                          Jeff Hummel
11:15 a.m. service                                        (Lani Smith )  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
If you would like prayer for any reason, two elders are available at the front of the Sanctuary 
(by the lectern) after each service. We invite you to come forward for any prayer needs you 
may have.

 †   

 †  
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SERVICE NOTES 
Today at the 8:45 a.m. service we celebrate the baptism of Greyson Bender 
Tate, son of Sally and Nathan Tate. Relatives present today are grandparents Laura and 
Wade Perkins and Anne and Don Tate; great grandmother Jinny Bartlett; and aunt and 
uncle Emily and Matt Schindler. Elder representing the Session by holding the font is Linda 
Hobgood. Prayer sponsors are Jenny and Matt Connors. 

Today at the 10:00 a.m. service we celebrate the baptism of Eliot Fitch Davis, 
son of Emily and Mark Davis. Relatives present today are grandparents Pam and Richard 
Haney and Cathy and Ted Davis, and big brother Harrison. Elder representing the 
Session by holding the font is Randall White. Prayer sponsor is Betsy Pollard. 

Today at the 11:15 a.m. service we celebrate the baptism of Lucy Johanna 
Sherman, daughter of Emily and Kyle Sherman. Relatives present today are 
grandparents Jane and Bill Mims and Susan and Larry Sherman; aunts and uncles Erika 
and Chris Wilson, Alec Sherman, Sarah Mims, Katherine and Mark Crocker. Elder 
representing the Session by holding the font is Bill Mims.  Prayer sponsor is Katherine 
Crocker. 

Today's flowers are given in honor of our mission partner Tim Cole and 
Strategies To Elevate People (STEP), surrounding and supporting leaders in the urban 
community with compassion, prayer, and action to defeat physical and spiritual poverty.
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HOLY WEEK 2017
We hope you join us for any of these services, opportunities, and reflections offered the 
week leading up to our celebration of Christ's Resurrection. More information on all these 
events: thirdrva.org/events. 

Today! Palm Sunday: A Lenten Vespers Service, 4:00 p.m., Sanctuary
This Lenten Vespers Service will include some liturgy, a homily, and a presentation of the 
musical work of Morten Lauridsen, Lux Aeterna, by the combined choirs of Third Church 
and River Road Presbyterian. This special piece of music is a meditative piece referencing 
characteristics from sacred music of the high Renaissance. 

Maundy Thursday Service: Thursday, April 13, 7:00 p.m., Sanctuary
Join us for this special worship service in the style of Tenebrae, with gradual extinguishing 
of candles, accompanied by music, readings, and the sacrament of Communion. 
Childcare provided for kindergarten and younger. 

Good Friday Service: Friday, April 14, 12:00 p.m., Sanctuary
A brief worship service in the Sanctuary followed by a Lenten lunch at 12:30 p.m. ($5) in 
the Fellowship Hall. Childcare available for kindergarten and younger during the worship 
service (12:00 - 12:30 p.m.).

Journey to the Cross: Friday, April 14, 1:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. 
A personal experience of Jesus’ final hours. A multi-sensory journey where you will be 
guided by scripture and artistic presentations to the cross. The journey begins in the 
Steeple Corridor. 

Christian Arabic Church Evening Devotion and Prayer Service: Friday, 
April 14, 7:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall
The Christian Arabic Church invites us to join their Good Friday service. The service will 
be held in both Arabic and English. Following the service, all are invited to a dinner 
together (around 8:30 p.m.). If you would like to join for dinner, they’d appreciate an 
RSVP by emailing Fakhri or leaving a voicemail at 888-7803. 

Resurrection Sunday: Easter Sunday, April 16
Services: 8:00 a.m., 9:15 a.m., 10:30 a.m., and 11:45 a.m.
Sunday School*: 10:30 a.m. 
Celebrate the risen King in the Sanctuary!  Bring bells from home to ring with joy every 
time we sing or say, "Alleluia!"  We will also have some bells on hand for you to use. 
*All children and student ministry Sunday school classes will meet. 

17



NEWS & EVENTS

Today! Welcome Coffee – 9:45 a.m., Parlor
If you're new to Third, come to this monthly gathering to meet a few people and learn 
about Third's vision, what we believe and how to get involved.  Questions? Contact Beth 
Nichols: bethn@thirdrva.org.

Today! New Study in Marriage Fellowship Class! Room 215, 10:00 a.m.
Are you financially balanced? What is your primary objective when it comes to your
personal finances? What should your objective be? What will bring you the most peace? 
Join us beginning April 9 for a 6-week series from Andy Stanley on Gaining and 
Maintaining Financial Stability that explores steps to achieve the freedom and 
contentment that come with being financially balanced.

Newcomers Class – The Weekend of April 20-22
Our Newcomers Class is an opportunity for us to get to know you and for you to learn 
about Third’s vision for worship, discipleship, community, serving and outreach. At the 
end of the class you can decide if God is calling you to membership at Third at this time. 
For more information and to sign up, visit thirdrva.org/newcomers.

2017 Vacation Bible School: Registration Opens April 23!
Join us this summer as we discover amazing things designed by our Creator God at our 
Galactic Starveyors VBS! This year, we’re excited to partner with the Christian Arabic 
Church (CAC) to work and to learn alongside one another during this week! Registration 
will open to all members and regular attenders of both Third and the CAC from Sunday, 
April 23 – Saturday, May 20.  During this time, we encourage you to consider inviting at 
least one family you know who doesn’t go to church, that God may want to reach with 
the good news of Jesus Christ. If you have a family that you want to invite, please email 
Tracie (traciem@thirdrva.org), who will contact them with a personal invitation and link to 
register. Registration opens to the general public on Sunday, May 21 and closes when we 
reach capacity. More info: thirdrva.org/events. 
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NEWS & EVENTS
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Donation Collections for CAC Refugee and Immigrant Settlement
Do you have any new or gently used household items that you would like to donate to the 
Christian Arabic Church?  Sandie Marstiller is now going to be the contact person from 
Third.  Donations are tax deductible. If you have any questions or would like to arrange a 
pickup for larger items, please contact her: marstillerfamily@gmail.com, 804-754-5758.

Forgotten No More – Interest Meeting and Coffee, Sunday, April 30, 
11:15 a.m., Parlor 
This new group has formed at Third to advocate for the fatherless by supporting families 
who are adopting or fostering and also to serve social workers in Third's community. Stop 
by for coffee and learn about getting involved with this developing initiative to care for 
orphans here in Richmond and around the world. Questions? Contact Danny Avula, 
dannyavula@yahoo.com.
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SUNDAY ADULT DISCIPLESHIP CLASSES

Join us for our adult Sunday morning discipleship classes during the 10:00 a.m. 
worship hour. For more information on the classes below, visit: thirdrva.org/
classes-and-fellowship. Questions? Contact Tom Barila (tomb@thirdrva.org).

A Study of Hebrews
Room 101

Where is God in the Business 
and Busyness of Life? 
Room 217

Marriage Fellowship
Room 215

Loving God with Our Minds
Fellowship Hall (see below) 

Forgiving and Reconciling:
Bridges to Wholeness and Hope
500 Forest Avenue, Room 109

Did Our Hearts Not Burn Within Us?
A Study of Luke
Room 213

Join us for one of our ongoing classes or for this new class! 

Loving God With Our Minds: April 2 - June 11 (breaking for Easter), 
Fellowship Hall
This class, taught by CJ Alderson, will explore developing the Christian mind so we may 
strengthen our faith and sharpen our apologetic. We hope to provide a space that is 
down to earth, yet intellectually rigorous enough for real learning and honest dialogue. 
Questions? Please contact CJ Alderson (courtalderson@gmail.com) or Tom Barila 
(tomb@thirdrva.org).  



STUDENT MINISTRY 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY - SUNDAY MORNING
DURING THE 10:00 A.M. SERVICE: 
All of our children’s Sunday morning discipleship classes take place during the 
10:00 a.m. worship hour. Visit thirdrva.org/family-ministry-sunday-morning for 
information on where the classes will be. 

DURING 8:45 AND 11:15 A.M. SERVICES: 
Childcare is available for all children aged Kindergarten and younger. First grade and 
above attend worship with their parents. 

A Wiggle Room is available if you prefer to have your child with you but he or she 
is a little too active or noisy to be in the service. You'll be able to watch the service via 
streaming. The room is located near the Student Ministry area in Room 132. 

Please let us know if we can help familiarize you with all that is available at Third for 
your children. Contact Kathy White (kathyw@thirdrva.org) or Tracie Meadows  
(traciem@thirdrva.org). 

Student Ministry Fundraiser: Eat at Pie Five (at Willow Lawn) on Sundays from now 
through June, mention you're with Third, and they'll donate 10% of proceeds to our high 
school summer mission trip!

Sunday morning student ministry 
Join us for food, solid teaching, and great people as we grow together in God’s word. 
 600 Forest Avenue, Student Ministry Area 
 10:00-11:00 a.m. for all students in 7th-12th grade. 

Sunday evening student ministry 
Join us from 7:00 – 8:30 p.m in the Fellowship Hall. 

Questions? Contact Rick (rickh@thirdrva.org) or Andrea (andreaw@thirdrva.org). 
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THIS WEEK AT THIRD
Sunday, April 9   Palm Sunday 
8:45, 10:00, 11:15 a.m. Worship services – Sanctuary
9:45 a.m. Welcome Coffee – Parlor 
12:15 p.m. Care and Cards meeting – Room 207 
4:00 p.m. Vespers Service – Sanctuary 

Monday, April 10
10:00 a.m. People of Faith Bible study – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue
6:00 p.m. Jobs for Life – Fellowship Hall 
7:00 p.m. Mission Committee – Upstairs Conference Room, 500 Forest Avenue 
7:00 p.m. Trustees meeting – Room 101

Tuesday, April 11
7:00 p.m. Worship Committee meeting – Parlor 

Wednesday, April 12
5:30 p.m. Recovering Community – Kitchen, 500 Forest Ave. 
6:45 p.m. Club 56 meeting – Basement

Thursday, April 13   Maundy Thursday 
7:00 p.m. Maundy Thursday Worship Service – Sanctuary 
7:00 p.m. Needle’s Eye Young Professionals Grp. – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Ave.

Friday, April 14   Good Friday 
12:00 p.m. Good Friday Worship Service – Sanctuary 
12:30 p.m. Lenten Luncheon – Fellowship Hall 
1:00 - 7:00 p.m. Journey to the Cross – Begins in the Steeple Corridor   
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A Covenant Order 
of Evangelical Presbyterians

Third Church 
804-282-4645  
500 Forest Ave.
Richmond, VA 23229
www.thirdrva.org 

LEARN MORE ABOUT THIRD
Welcome to Third! We’re so glad you’re here. We’d love to get to know you and for you to 
learn more about our community. We have a couple opportunities for you to connect with us 
and help you find out more about Third.
• Sign up for emails: thirdrva.org/signup 
• Pick up Third Press: Our monthly newsletter can be found around the church. 
• Follow us on Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram: @thirdrva 
• Today! Welcome Coffee: 9:45 a.m. in the Parlor. Start here to learn more about Third! 

SUNDAY MORNINGS AT THIRD
If you need help or have any questions at any point on a Sunday morning, look for 
individuals wearing carnations or yellow name badges. They’re here to help answer 
questions, find you seats, and guide you around our building.  


