
Sunday | April 24, 2016

DON'T LOOK BACK
Fifth Sunday of Easter

"Costly grace is costly because it calls us to follow, 
and it is grace because it calls us to follow Jesus Christ. 
It is costly because it costs a man his life, and it is grace 

because it gives a man the only true life. It is costly because 
it condemns sin, and grace because it justifies the sinner."

Dietrich Bonhoeffer



Welcome! 
Bienvenido! 

We’re glad you’ve chosen to worship at Third! 
We look forward to meeting and getting to know you.

Third Church exists to spread the gospel and seek 
the Shalom of metro Richmond and the world through 

a movement of communities and congregations, 
welcoming people of all cultures to the glory of Jesus Christ. 
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GATHERING                   
God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.

Prelude                                                    " O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing"–Jeff Hummel 
                                                                                                                          (Robert Hobby)                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
Welcome and Announcements  

Preparation                       From Psalm 95
Leader: The Lord is a great God.

O that today you would listen to his voice;
harden not your hearts.

Everyone: Amen.

Let’s quiet our hearts in silent preparation for worship.

   Call to Worship                                                                        From Psalm 24:7-10
Leader: Lift up your heads, O you gates; 

be lifted up, you ancient doors,  
that the King of glory may come in. 

People: Who is the King of glory? 
Leader: The Lord strong and mighty,  

the Lord mighty in battle. 
People: Lift up your heads, O you gates; 

lift them up, you ancient doors, 
that the King of glory may come in.

Leader: Who is he, this King of glory?
People: The Lord Almighty— he is the King of glory.

                                                                                
Opening Prayer

Songs of Praise                      "Crown Him with Many Crowns" – #92 in the Hymnal
                                                                                          "10,000 Reasons (Bless the Lord)                                         

                           (See music on following page.) 

 The cross indicates standing, as you are able.  †
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Crown him with many crowns, the Lamb upon his throne;
Hark! how the heavenly anthem drowns all music but its own;
Awake, my soul, and sing of him who died for thee,
And hail him as thy matchless king through all eternity.

Crown him the Lord of life, who triumphed o’er the grave,
And rose victorious in the strife for those he came to save;
His glories now we sing who died and rose on high,
Who died eternal life to bring, and lives that death may die.

Crown him the Lord of love; behold his hands and side,
Rich wounds, yet visible above, in beauty glorified;
No angels in the sky can fully bear that sight,
But downward bend their burning eyes at mysteries so bright.

Crown him the Lord of years, the potentate of time,
Creator of the rolling spheres, ineffably sublime.
All hail, Redeemer, hail! For thou hast died for me;
Thy praise shall never, never fail throughout eternity. 

CROWN HIM WITH MANY CROWNS
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10,000 REASONS (BLESS THE LORD) 



CONFESSING 
God invites us to be honest with him about ourselves. 

Prayer of Confession                                                                                       

Everyone:   Almighty God, 
           to whom all hearts are open, 
           all desires known, 
           and from whom no secrets are hid: 
           Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
           your Holy Spirit, 
           that we may perfectly love you 
           and worthily magnify your holy name, 
           through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
           Amen.

Silent Confession 

Song of Assurance and Forgiveness                        "The Steadfast Love of the Lord"  
                                          From Lamentations 3:22-23
                 (See music on following page.) 
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THE STEADFAST LOVE OF THE LORD
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Sacrament of Baptism                                                         Liam Christian MacPherson
8:45 and 10:00 a.m. services                                               Mason Elizabeth Harper

Song of Response                                                     "The Lord Bless You and Keep You" 

        
   Greeting of Peace  †
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THANKSGIVING
We respond to God’s word.                                                                                                

Our Offerings
Pray for new partner Missy Deregibus, who through leading the ministry of Cogito on the 
campus of Hampden-Sydney college, seeks to disciple students in Jesus Christ.

Musical Offering                                                       "Give Me Jesus" – Sanctuary Choir   
8:45 and 11:15 am. Services                                                                     (C. Courtney)                                        

In the morning when I rise, in the morning when I rise,
In the morning when I rise, give me Jesus.
And when I am alone, and when I am alone, 
And when I am alone, give me Jesus.
Give me Jesus, give me Jesus.
You may have all this world, give me Jesus.

Dark midnight was my cry, dark midnight was my cry,
Dark midnight was my cry, give me Jesus.
Give me Jesus, give me Jesus.
You may have all this world, give me Jesus.

And when I come to die, and when I come to die,
Oh, when I come to die, give me Jesus.
Give me Jesus, give me Jesus.
You may have all this world, give me Jesus.
                                                   

Musical Offering                 "The Well" 
10:00 a.m. Service                                                         (See music on following page.)

  Doxology 
  Please stand as we sing to the Lord. 

       Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise him, all creatures here 
       below; Praise him above, ye heavenly host: Praise Father, Son and  
       Holy Ghost. Amen.                                                                 
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I bought into the lie
And I spent all my gold.
When I feel half alive,
How will I ever be whole?
And I bartered my dreams for glitter and smoke.
I was rich as a king
But my heart was broke.

You are.
You are the well.
You are the well that never runs dry.

I followed my heart
But it led me astray.
I should not have gone
But I went anyway.
Now I find myself here
All battered and bruised.
I was chasing the wind;
I should have been chasing you.

You are.
You are the well.
You are the well that never runs dry.

Here in the desert,
Out in the wasteland,
Nothing but sand and stone,
There is a river.
There is a fountain
Deep enough for every soul.

Words and Music by JJ Heller
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PROCLAIMING
God speaks to us through his word.          

Prayer of Illumination 

Scripture Reading                                                                                      Luke 9:51-62

51 As the time approached for him to be taken up to heaven, Jesus resolutely set out for 
Jerusalem. 52 And he sent messengers on ahead, who went into a Samaritan village to 
get things ready for him; 53 but the people there did not welcome him, because he was 
heading for Jerusalem. 54 When the disciples James and John saw this, they asked, “Lord, 
do you want us to call fire down from heaven to destroy them?” 55 But Jesus turned and 
rebuked them. 56 Then he and his disciples went to another village.

57 As they were walking along the road, a man said to him, “I will follow you wherever 
you go.”

58 Jesus replied, “Foxes have dens and birds have nests, but the Son of Man has no place 
to lay his head.”

59 He said to another man, “Follow me.” But he replied, “Lord, first let me go and bury my 
father.”

60 Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and proclaim the 
kingdom of God.”

61 Still another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but first let me go back and say goodbye to 
my family.”

62 Jesus replied, “No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in 
the kingdom of God.”                               

Leader:     This is the word of the Lord.
People:   Thanks be to God! 



Message:  

Don't Look Back 
+ Richard Haney +

  
 

Notes:

12



RESPONDING
We respond to God’s word. 

Song of Response                                                "Take Up Your Cross," the Savior Said                             
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Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer 

Leader: Gracious Father, we praise you for your wondrous creation garbed in 
springtime colors and light. We thank you for our brothers and sisters who 
bear your image and reflect your kindness to us. We pray for our neighbors 
who need a word of faith and promise from us. Give us humble boldness to 
share your good news in word and deed.
Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer.
Leader: Blessed Jesus, we thank you for the call to follow you no matter where you 

lead us. Give us faith to follow when we have unanswered questions and 
persistent doubts. Help us to put you and your Kingdom first; help us when 
we stumble and miss seeing your path.
Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer. 
Leader: Spirit of holiness, bless and keep our brothers and sisters who are suffering 

as a result of earthquakes in Ecuador and Japan. Provide the rescue and 
relief efforts that people in the villages desperately need. Lead us to care for 
the sick, the poor and the lonely in our church family and in our city.
Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer. 

Now gathering our prayers into one, let us pray boldly as our Savior has taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory for ever. Amen. 



Prayer Needs

For Health
Nancy Bonsack, Christie Geraty, Dru Fitch, Catherine "Cat" Ramsey, Charles Ellison, 
Susan Godfrey, Mark Koontz, Nancy Cunningham, Joe and June Keller, Margaret Leith, 
Dabney Harvey, Eileen Raynor, Pam Padgett, Lou Hanscom, Carol Holt, Celeste 
Reynolds, Gretchen Gravely, Pam Rambo

For Comfort 
Deaths – Janis Sumpter (husband Bill, 4/18), Carolyn Rennie (brother, 4/9), Cheryl 
Richardson (sister, 4/2), Christi Hancock (nephew, 4/2), Ann Tate (brother-in-law, 
3/29), John Dean, Gayle Mellis, Jessica Cochrane (wife, mother and grandmother June 
Dean, 3/7), Ann Kooiman (grandson, 3/5), Jack Martin (brother, 3/2)

For Metro Richmond 
We pray for health care in metropolitan Richmond: for the full restoration of health, 
wellness and well-being to all people residing in our metropolitan community. 

For Our Nation and the World – Earthquake Victims in Japan and Ecuador
Powerful earthquakes struck the southern island of Kyushu, Japan on April 14 and 15. 
Some fifty people are dead and 100,000 are living in temporary shelters. On April 16, 
Ecuador's coastal area was devastated by a powerful quake that leveled hundreds of 
poorly constructed buildings.  Over 500 are dead and thousands remain unaccounted 
for in remote villages.

• Pray for strength and perseverance for rescue and aid workers and that food, water 
and medical supplies reach those in need.

• Pray for shelter for the homeless, clean drinking water and protection from                        
disease-bearing mosquitoes.

• May the Lord pour out his comfort and grace upon the families and friends whose 
loved ones were lost or are missing.

Missionary Prayer and Care groups meet monthly to pray for our mission partners 
in Europe, Asia and the Muslim world. Contact Carolyn Oakley (cdoakley1@gmail.com/
937-6564) to learn more. 
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SENDING
God sends us into the world as his witnesses. 

Song of Commission                                                                           
 

  

 †  
FOR ALL THE SAINTS
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  Commission                                                                                                 

Leader: We thank you for Abraham and others who have gone before us and lived 
as aliens and strangers. We recall that Jesus had no place to lay his head. 
We thank you for God’s call to follow Jesus wherever e leads us.

Everyone:  Give us faith that perseveres and seeks first the Kingdom. Help 
us keep our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of our 
faith!

  Benediction 

Postlude                                                                                         "Toccata" – Jeff Hummel                                                                                 
11:15 a.m. Service                                                                                    (David Hegarty)        
                                                                                                            

SERVICE NOTES 
Today at the 8:45 a.m. service we celebrate the baptism of Liam Christian 
MacPherson, son of Kerrissa and Adam MacPherson. Relatives present today are Muriel 
Kerr, great-grandmother; William and Kristie Richards, grandparents; Robert and Ann 
Carter MacPherson, grandparents; Evan Richards, Lisa and Jim Giudice, Eric and Julie 
MacPherson, aunts and uncles; and Gabriel MacPherson, cousin. Elder representing the 
Session by holding the font is Randall White.  Prayer sponsor is Kathy White. 

Today at the 10:00 a.m. service we celebrate the baptism of Mason Elizabeth 
Harper, daughter of Jenny and Billy Harper. Relatives present today are Bill and Dodie 
Harper, Curt and Janis Wilbur, and Woody and Corinne Barnes.  Elder representing the 
Session by holding the font is Stephen Piepgrass.  Prayer sponsors are Kim and Parker 
Garrett.  

Today's flowers are given in honor of our mission partner Missy Deregibus, who leads 
the ministry of Cogito on the campus of Hampden-Sydney College, seeking to disciple 
students in Jesus Christ.

After the service, elders are available at the front left of the Sanctuary if you desire 
prayer for healing, for direction, to begin or renew your relationship with Jesus Christ, 
or for any other need. 

 †  

 †         
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NEWS & EVENTS

The Psalms – A Film Screening – Monday, April 25, 7:00 p.m., Sanctuary
A project by the Brehm Center at Fuller Seminary, we’ll be screening a short film (directed 
by Nathan Clark) that features a conversation between Eugene Peterson and Bono, 
discussing the Psalms. After the film, we’ll host a conversation about the themes that it raises.

Vacation Bible School – Registration Open! 
VBS is a great opportunity for children to learn more about Jesus during a week of Bible 
exploration, games, crafts, and more!  There are many volunteer opportunities for youth 
(rising 6th grade) through adults, too.  Mark your calendars for June 27- July 1 and 
register today. Registration is required for all participants and volunteers. Learn more at 
www.thirdrva.org/vbs or email Tracie Meadows at traciem@thirdrva.org.

Needle’s Eye: Getting Real Series with Janice Allen and Dois Rosser
Getting Real is a series at local restaurants that features personal stories of tragedy, 
triumph, and the places in between. This month’s speakers are Dois Rosser and Janice 
Rosser Allen of International Cooperating Ministries. The event is being held on 
April 26 and 27. For times and locations, visit www.needleseye.org. 

CrossOver Challenge – Saturday, April 30 
Mark your calendar and join us at the 2016 CrossOver Challenge (15K Race, 5K Run/
Walk and 1 Mile Kids Fun Run) on Saturday, April 30. All proceeds will benefit 
CrossOver Healthcare Ministry.  To register for the race or to volunteer, please go to 
www.crossoverministry.org.

Volunteers Needed! 
East End Games – May 14, 9:30 a.m. – 2:00 p.m., Bill Robinson Park
Join our missions partner Blue Sky Fund for this annual event in Church Hill. This event 
provides sports instruction, lunch, and an encouraging speaker to over 200 local youth. 
Over 100 volunteers are needed to help lead activities and serve. To volunteer, or donate 
towards this event, visit www.blueskyfund.org. 



NEWS & EVENTS

Next Sunday: Rabbi Jamie Cowen Speaking – May 1, 10:00 a.m., Room 213
Next week, Rabbi Jamie Cowen will teach on the Jewish background of Luke and Acts at the 
Gospel of Luke class, followed by a time for Q&A.  Jamie, formerly the rabbi at Richmond’s 
Tikvat Israel Congregation, lives in Israel and has spoken yearly at Third for the last 10 years.  
More about Jamie: jamiecowenministries.com. 

Annual Sam Jackson Golf Outing – Monday, June 13, Richmond Country Club
This Captain's Choice format is suited for all levels of golfers and non-golfers and is open to 
men, women and teens! The $80 entry fee covers green fees, golf cart, range balls, lunch, 
and a $25.00 tax deductible donation to CrossOver Ministries. Sign-ups now available 
online at www.thirdrva.org/events. 

Club 56 Retreat – Friday and Saturday, May 6-7 
Fifth and sixth grade students are invited to this annual retreat.  Students will hear from a 
speaker, play games, eat together, and spend quiet time in God’s word.  Friends are 
welcome, too! Participants must register online: thirdrva.org/registrations. Questions? 
Contact Tracie (traciem@thirdrva.org). 

Relationships in Peace Ministry
If you are experiencing a relationship impasse or need someone to walk beside you 
through a difficult relational situation or conflict, please contact us.  We’re here to help. 
Visit www.thirdrva.org/partners/relationships-in-peace.  For assistance: 
RelationshipsInPeace. thirdrva@gmail.com or call Margie Satterfield, (804) 819-0260.
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SUNDAY MORNING FELLOWSHIP  
Stop by the Fellowship Hall from 9:45–11:30 a.m. for Blanchard’s coffee, snacks, and an 
opportunity to meet folks at Third or learn more about getting involved. 

SUNDAY ADULT DISCIPLESHIP
Sunday Morning Discipleship Fellowship Classes (10:00 –11:00 a.m.)

If you haven’t already, check out one of our classes to get plugged in and meet more folks 
at Third. All classes run from 10:00–11:00 a.m. throughout our main church building and our 
office building (next door, 500 Forest Ave.).

A Study of the Book of Luke       A Study of Hebrews 
Room 213       Room 101 

Sermon Chat      Where is God in the Business
Room 207      and Busyness of Life? 
       Room 217 
Marriage Fellowship    
Room 209       
       
The Spirituality of Brokenness
Love and spirituality in the healing of addictions.
500 Forest Avenue, Room 109

If you want more information, have any questions about the classes, or want to get in touch 
with the leaders, visit www.thirdrva.org/classes-and-fellowship, or contact Tom Barila 
(tomb@thirdrva.org). 
 



STUDENT MINISTRY 
Sunday Morning Ministry: Join us each Sunday for food, great teaching, and great 
people as we grow together in God’s word. 
 600 Forest Ave., Student Ministry Area
 10:00-11:00 a.m. for all students in 7th-12th grade.

Sunday Evening Ministry: Be a part of games, music and teaching and amazing small 
group community each Sunday night. 
 600 Forest Ave., Fellowship Hall and Basement
 7:00-8:30 p.m. for all students in 7th-12th grade.

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY - SUNDAY MORNING
We welcome you to Third and want you to know that your children are precious to us!   
Our staff of both professional childcare workers and volunteers are here to serve your 
family in a safe, loving and Christ-centered environment.    

8:45 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. services - Childcare available for all children aged 
Kindergarten and younger. First grade and above attend worship with their parents.

10:00 a.m. service - Sunday school for children ages 2 and older. Nursery available for 
infants and toddlers. For details on all Sunday school class offerings, pick up the Winter and 
Spring class brochure found near the doors. 

A Wiggle Room is available if you prefer to have your child with you but he or she is a 
little too active or noisy to be in the service. The service is streamed into Room 124 which is 
located in the connecting hall across from the toddler Room 105.

Please let us know if we can help familiarize you with all that is available at Third 
for your children. Contact Kathy White (kathyw@thirdrva.org) or Tracie Meadows 
(traciem@thirdrva.org). 
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Welcome our new Covenant Partners 
who joined Third on Sunday, April 17, 2016.

All joined by reaffirmation of faith. 

Stewart & 
Doug Albertson

Pam Haney

Lauren Sharp & 
Steve DeLuca

Jeff Hummel

 Jason & 
SuzannaPhillips

Jess McDaniel 

Charles & 
Elizabeth Teixeira

Estelle & 
Mark Short 

Hannah Cornett & 
Alex Sawyer

Tyler & 
Ashley Tuite

Boyd Clarke Alan & Jennifer 
deCerff  

Steve & 
Lindsay Krieger
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THIS WEEK AT THIRD
Sunday, April 24
8:00 a.m. Prayer and Communion – Room 101 
8:45, 10:00, 11:15 a.m. Worship services – Sanctuary 
12:30 p.m. Newcomer team meeting – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue

Monday, April 25
5:45 p.m. Jobs for Life – Fellowship Hall 

Tuesday, April 26
9:00 a.m. Kingdom Knitters – Parlor 
9:15 a.m. Weekly group “Breathe” – Room 213
9:30 a.m. Weekly morning Mothers Together group – Fellowship Hall 
12:00 p.m. The Book Group – Bonhoeffer Room, 500 Forest Avenue 
6:20 p.m. Session dinner – Kitchen, 500 Forest Avenue
7:00 p.m. Session meeting – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue
 
Wednesday, April 27
6:00 p.m. SMILE meeting - Fellowship Hall 
6:00 p.m. Handbell rehearsal – Choir Room 
6:30 p.m. Club 56 – Basement 
6:45 p.m. Alleluia choir rehearsal – Sanctuary  
7:30 p.m. Third Brass rehearsal – Sanctuary 

Thursday, April 28
7:00 p.m. Praise band rehearsal – Sanctuary 
7:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir rehearsal – Choir Room
7:00 p.m. Needle’s Eye Young Professionals Grp. – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue
 
Friday, April 29 
9:00 a.m. Emotional Eating Group – Knox Room, 500 Forest Avenue
9:00 a.m. Biblical Peacemaking class – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue
5:00 p.m. That Great Dance Ball – Fellowship Hall 



A Covenant Order 
of Evangelical Presbyterians

804-282-4645  
500 Forest Ave.
Richmond, VA 23229
www.thirdrva.org 

LEARN MORE ABOUT THIRD
Welcome to Third! We’re so glad you’re here. We’d love to get to know you and for you to 
learn more about our community. We have a couple opportunities for you to connect with us, 
and help you find out more about Third.

• Join us for a Welcome Coffee. This monthly gathering is an opportunity to meet a few 
people and learn more about our community. It takes place at 9:45 a.m. in the Parlor.  
The next Welcome Coffee is scheduled for May 1. 

• Visit our website: thirdrva.org. 
• Questions? Want to speak with someone? Contact Beth Nichols at bethn@         

thirdrva.org or by calling 282-4645.

SUNDAY MORNINGS AT THIRD
If you need help or have any questions at any point on a Sunday morning, look for 
individuals wearing carnations or yellow name badges. They’re here to help answer 
questions, find you seats, and guide you around our building.

Sanctuary

Fellowship
Hall

Forest Ave

Playground

Classrooms
(Upstairs

& Downstairs)

Worship
Services

Rm 101

Parlor

Student Ministry Area

Courtyard


