
Sunday | April 10, 2016

LOSE YOUR LIFE 

“When Christ calls a person, 
he bids him come and die.” 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer
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Welcome! 
Bienvenido! 

We’re glad you’ve chosen to worship at Third! 
We look forward to meeting and getting to know you.

Third Church exists to spread the gospel and seek 
the Shalom of metro Richmond and the world through 

a movement of communities and congregations, 
welcoming people of all cultures to the glory of Jesus Christ. 
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GATHERING                   
God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.

Prelude                                                                                                       The Fretful Porcupine                                                   
                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
Welcome and Announcements  

Preparation                     Habakkuk 2:20

Leader:    The Lord is in his holy temple; let all the earth be silent before him. 
People:  Amen.

Let’s quiet our hearts in silent preparation for worship.

   Call to Worship                                                                         From Psalm 113:1-4

Leader: Praise the Lord!
Praise, O servants of the Lord,
praise the name of the Lord!

People: Blessed be the name of the Lord
from this time forth and forevermore! 
From the rising of the sun to its setting, 
the name of the Lord is to be praised! 

Everyone: The Lord is high above all nations, and his glory above the 
heavens! 

                                                                                  
Opening Prayer  

   Hymns/Songs of Praise   
                                          "All Creatures of Our God and King" – #356 in the Hymnal

                                                                                                                         "Our Great God"                    
                (See music on following page.) 

 The cross indicates standing, as you are able.  †
4

 †

 †



5

ALL CREATURES OF OUR GOD AND KING

All creatures of our God and King,
Lift up your voice and with us sing
Alleluia, Alleluia!
Thou burning sun with golden beam,
Thou silver moon with softer gleam,

[Refrain]   O praise him, O praise him,
                 Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

Thou rushing wind that art so strong,
Ye clouds that sail in heaven along,
O praise him, Alleluia!
Thou rising morn in praise rejoice,
Ye lights of evening, find a voice,  [refrain]

Thou flowing water, pure and clear,
Make music for thy Lord to hear,
Alleluia, Alleluia!
Thou fire so masterful and bright,
That givest us both warmth and light,  [refrain]

All ye who are of tender heart,
Forgiving others, take your part,
Sing his praises, Alleluia!
Ye who long pain and sorrow bear,
Praise God and on him cast your care,  [refrain]

Let all things their Creator bless,
And worship him in humbleness,
O praise him, Alleluia!
Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son,
And praise the Spirit, Three in One,  [refrain] 



OUR GREAT GOD
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CONFESSING 
God invites us to be honest with him about ourselves. 

Prayer of Confession                                                                                              

Everyone:   Jesus Lord, in your mercy,
           By your holy life that heals us,
           By your holy death that saves us,
           By your Holy Spirit with us,
           Come to cleanse these sinners that we are.
           Set us free to obey you;
           Make us clear to stand before you;
           Then, for your mercy, we will praise you. 
           Amen.

Silent Confession 

Song of Assurance and Forgiveness                  "The Lord is Merciful and Gracious"                                                                                                 
                 (See music on following page.) 

Sacrament of Baptism                      
8:45 Service       Piper Miriam and Gwyneth Estelle Hershey
10:00 a.m. Service                     Elias George Kumar Avula and Elizabeth Scott Brown 

Song                                                                             "The Lord Bless You and Keep You" 
                                                                                                           (See music on page 10.) 
    
      Greeting of Peace
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THE LORD IS MERCIFUL AND GRACIOUS
Adapted from Psalm 103 



            

 

            
       

THE LORD BLESS YOU AND KEEP YOU
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THANKSGIVING
We respond to God’s word.                                                                                                

Our Offerings
Pray for Tim Cole and Strategies to Elevate People (STEP), surrounding and supporting 
leaders in the urban community with compassion, prayer, and action to defeat physical 
and spiritual poverty.

Musical Offering                                                     "The Gift of Love" – Fretful Porcupine  
8:45 and 11:15 am. Services                                                                Sanctuary Choir 
 
Though I may speak with bravest fire,
And have the gift to all inspire,
And have not love, my words are vain
As sounding brass, and hopeless gain.

Though I may give all I possess,
And striving so my love profess,
But not be given by love within,
The profit soon turns strangely thin.

Come, Spirit, come, our hearts control;
Our spirits long to be made whole.
Let inward love guide every deed;
By this we worship, and are freed.

                
10:00 a.m. Service                                                                               "The Gift of Love"                 
                                                                                                                    Fretful Porcupine 
                          
       Doxology 
         Please stand as we sing to the Lord. 
        Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise him, all creatures here 
        below; Praise him above, ye heavenly host: Praise Father, Son and  
        Holy Ghost. Amen.                                                                 
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PROCLAIMING
God speaks to us through his word.          

Prayer of Illumination 

Scripture Reading                                                                                      Luke 9:18-27                                                

18 Once when Jesus was praying in private and his disciples were with him, he asked 
them, “Who do the crowds say I am?”

19 They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, that one of 
the prophets of long ago has come back to life.”

20 “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?” Peter answered, “God’s 
Messiah.”

21 Jesus strictly warned them not to tell this to anyone. 22 And he said, “The Son of Man 
must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of 
the law, and he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life.”

23 Then he said to them all: “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and 
take up their cross daily and follow me. 24 For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, 
but whoever loses their life for me will save it. 25 What good is it for someone to gain the 
whole world, and yet lose or forfeit their very self? 26 Whoever is ashamed of me and my 
words, the Son of Man will be ashamed of them when he comes in his glory and in the 
glory of the Father and of the holy angels.

27 “Truly I tell you, some who are standing here will not taste death before they see the 
kingdom of God.”

Leader:     This is the word of the Lord.
People:   Thanks be to God! 
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Message:  

Lose Your Life 
+ Corey Widmer +

  
 

Notes:



RESPONDING
We respond to God’s word. 
Song of Response                                           "Give Me One Pure and Holy Passion"                                                                                
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Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer 

Leader: Lord Jesus Christ, you took up your cross and now you invite us to take up 
ours. We acknowledge your total claim on every part of our lives. We 
surrender to you; help us to daily follow after you.
Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer.
Leader: God our Father, you have anointed your Son Jesus as the Messiah King over 

the whole world, and we know that he is risen and is making all things new. 
May your Kingdom come, especially in those places of our world and city 
that are most broken by evil, injustice, suffering and sorrow. 
Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer. 
Leader: Holy Spirit, help each of us in our daily vocations to follow Jesus. We 

especially pray today for teachers and school workers and administrators. 
Empower them in this final stretch of the school year with stamina, patience, 
creativity, joy and love. Use them to shine the presence of Jesus in their 
classrooms and schools.
Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer. 

And for what else should we pray?

Members of the congregation may add their own intercessions at this time, ending with
“Lord, in your mercy” and all responding, “Hear our prayer.” 

Now gathering our prayers into one, let us pray boldly as our Savior has taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory for ever. Amen. 



Prayer Needs

For Health
Bill Sumpter, Christie Geraty, Dru Fitch, Catherine "Cat" Ramsey, Charles Ellison, Susan 
Godfrey, Mark Koontz, Nancy Cunningham, Joe and June Keller, Margaret Leith, 
Dabney Harvey, Eileen Raynor, Pam Padgett, Lou Hanscom, Carol Holt, Celeste 
Reynolds, Gretchen Gravely, Pam Rambo

For Comfort 
Deaths – Cheryl Richardson (sister, 4/2), Christi Hancock (nephew, 4/2), Ann Tate 
(brother-in-law, 3/29), John Dean, Gayle Mellis, Jessica Cochrane (wife, mother and 
grandmother June Dean, 3/7), Ann Kooiman (grandson, 3/5), Jack Martin (brother, 
3/2)

For Metro Richmond 
We pray for the power of Christ's resurrection in metropolitan Richmond: for a spirit of 
hope and readiness to change, for commitment to the redeeming power of God who 
brings new life out of death to people and communities.

For Our Nation and the World –Russia 
Russia is the world’s largest nation in terms of territory and it borders both European and 
Asian countries. Russia’s population is 144 million and its president is Vladimir Putin who 
has sought to strengthen the country’s central authority. Recent Russian incursions into 
Ukraine and Syria are bound to cause its ethnic minorities to be anxious about 
government interference in local and regional matters.

• Pray for the many unreached minority and migrant groups in the Russian Federation.
• Pray for the more than 17 million Muslims who comprise the majority of non-Russian 

people in the Russian Federation.
• Pray for the unity and good relations among the various Russian churches               

(Orthodox, Evangelical, Roman Catholic) and for the Russian churches’ zeal to reach 
both Russian and non-Russian peoples.

• Pray for Russians and migrants who are suffering economically.
• Pray for members and friends of Third who will visit Russia in May as participants in 

a PFF vision trip: Stephanie Holt, Kathi Johnson, Laurie Marsden, Callaway Sprinkle, 
Allen Pickett, and trip leader, Rev. Donald Marsden.

For Our Nation and the World – Missionary Prayer and Care groups meet 
monthly to pray for our mission partners in Europe, Asia and the Muslim world. Contact 
Carolyn Oakley (cdoakley1@gmail.com/937-6564) to learn more. 
*The Asia prayer and care group for Monday, April 25 has been cancelled .
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SENDING
God sends us into the world as his witnesses. 

Song of Commission        "Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing" – #45 in the Hymnal  

Commission                                                                               From Hebrews 12:2-3

Leader: God is now sending us out to follow after Jesus daily and to make him 
known in word and deed. Remember his total claim on every part of your 
life. Remember that to lose your life for him is to find it. And remember that 
he has lost his life to give you everything–and no matter the cost or risk he 
calls you to take, you have nothing to lose! 

People: Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, who for joy set before him endured 
the cross, scorning its shame, and is now seated at the right 
hand of God. Let us consider him who endured such hostility 
from sinful men, so that we do not grow weary and lose heart. 

Everyone: Come, let us follow him!

Benediction 

Postlude                                                                                                The Fretful Porcupine                                                   
11:15 a.m. Service                                                                                                           
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SERVICE NOTES 

Today at the 8:45 a.m. service we celebrate the baptism of Piper Miriam 
Hershey and Gwyneth Estelle Hershey, daughters of Kari and Jon Hershey. Relatives 
present are Ron and Bonnie Stoltzfus and Irv Hershey. The elder representing the Session 
by holding the font is Kathy White.  The prayer sponsor is Kathryn Pruett. 

Today at the 10:00 a.m. service we celebrate the baptism of Elias George 
Kumar Avula, son of Danielle and Jon Avula.  Relatives present are Raj Avula, George 
and Molly Varughese, Danny and Mary Kay Avula, Jennifer Varughese and Josh 
Varughese. The elder representing the Session by holding the font is Danny Avula. The 
prayer sponsor is Roseanne Adams. 

Today at the 10:00 a.m. service we celebrate the baptism of Elizabeth Scott 
"Libby Scott" Brown, daughter of Scottie and David Brown. Relatives present are Wendy 
and Lee Brown and Dr. and Mrs. Hall Renfro Howard. The elder representing the Session 
by holding the font is Danny Avula. The prayer sponsors are Bob and Karen Tatti. 

Today we celebrate the birth of Robert William Banta, son of Melissa and Robert 
Banta. Will was born on April 4, 2016. 

Today's flowers are given by Mary Ann Hancock in memory of her husband John and 
in remembrance of their 64th wedding anniversary on April 5. 

After the service, elders are available at the front left of the Sanctuary if you desire 
prayer for healing, for direction, to begin or renew your relationship with Jesus Christ, 
or for any other need. 
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NEWS & EVENTS

Today! Mosaic Ministry: Adoption Panel –10:00 a.m., Room 217
The Mosaic Ministry is hosting an Adoption Panel where several Third families will share 
about their adoption journey. Come hear their experiences of God's faithfulness in 
fulfilling their families. The talk will be held in Room 217 during the 10:00 Sunday school 
hour. Refreshments will be served. Questions? Contact Charlotte Gage (charlotte.jean.
gage@gmail.com).

Vacation Bible School – Registration Now Open! 
VBS is a great opportunity for children to learn more about Jesus during a week of Bible 
exploration, games, crafts, and more!  There are many volunteer opportunities for youth 
(rising 6th grade) through adults, too.  Mark your calendars for June 27 - July 1 and
register today. Registration is required for all participants and volunteers. Learn more at 
www.thirdrva.org/vbs or email Tracie Meadows at traciem@thirdrva.org.

This week! Newcomers Class – April 14-17, Fellowship Hall
Ready to explore a deeper commitment to Third? We’d love to provide you an opportunity 
to learn about Third’s vision for worship, discipleship, community, serving and outreach. 
At the end of the class, you can decide if God is calling you to membership at Third. To 
sign up, visit: thirdrva.org/newcomers or contact Beth Nichols at bethn@thirdrva.org. 

Last Call! El Salvador Mission Trip – Application and Deposit Due!
The application and deposit for the El Salvador mission trip is due on April 18. Please call 
or email Tom Barila (tomb@thirdrva.org/282-4645, ext. 117), the trip leader, to sign up. 
For more information, visit thirdrva.org/on-the-road or to see what we did during our last 
trip, visit thirdrva.org/el-salvador.

Needle’s Eye Spiritual Shots – Thursday April 15, 6 p.m., Bottoms Up Pizza
Join us for our next discussion: “Global Concern,” facilitated by David Singh, pastor of 
Eternity Church and Executive Director of Inspire International. No RSVP needed; just a 
casual gathering, with live music from The Tide Rose and free pizza included. 



NEWS & EVENTS

CrossOver Challenge – Saturday, April 30 
Mark your calendar and join us at the 2016 CrossOver Challenge (15K Race, 5K Run/
Walk and 1 Mile Kids Fun Run) on Saturday, April 30.  All proceeds will benefit 
CrossOver Healthcare Ministry.  To register for the race or to volunteer, please go to 
www.crossoverministry.org.

Biblical Peacemaking Class – April 22-23 and April 29-30, 500 Forest Avenue
This peacemaking course trains believers how to live in peace in relationships with one 
another and in the world. It provides the foundational principles of establishing and 
maintaining peaceful relationships. The class takes place over two weekends, April 22-23 
and April 29-30, on Friday evenings and Saturday mornings. For more info, visit thirdrva.
org/events or contact Margie at RelationshipsInPeace.ThirdRVA@gmail.com. 

Relationships in Peace Ministry
If you are experiencing a relationship impasse or need someone to walk beside you 
through a difficult relational situation or conflict, please contact us.  We’re here to help. 
Visit www.thirdrva.org/partners/relationships-in-peace.  For assistance: 
RelationshipsInPeace. thirdrva@gmail.com or call Margie Satterfield, (804) 819-0260.
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SUNDAY MORNING FELLOWSHIP  
Stop by the Fellowship Hall from 9:45–11:30 a.m. for Blanchard’s coffee, snacks, and an 
opportunity to meet folks at Third or learn more about getting involved. 

SUNDAY ADULT DISCIPLESHIP
Sunday Morning Discipleship Fellowship Classes (10:00 –11:00 a.m.)

If you haven’t already, check out one of our classes to get plugged in and meet more folks 
at Third. All classes run from 10:00–11:00 a.m. throughout our main church building and our 
office building (next door, 500 Forest Ave.).

A Study of the Book of Luke       A Study of Hebrews 
Room 213       Room 101 

Sermon Chat      Where is God in the Business
Room 207      and Busyness of Life? 
       Room 217 
Marriage Fellowship    
Room 209       
       
The Spirituality of Brokenness
Love and spirituality in the healing of addictions.
500 Forest Avenue, Room 109

If you want more information, have any questions about the classes, or want to get in touch 
with the leaders, visit www.thirdrva.org/classes-and-fellowship, or contact Tom Barila 
(tomb@thirdrva.org). 
 



STUDENT MINISTRY 
Sunday Morning Ministry: Join us each Sunday for food, great teaching, and great 
people as we grow together in God’s word. 
 600 Forest Ave., Student Ministry Area
 10:00-11:00 a.m. for all students in 7th-12th grade.

Sunday Evening Ministry: Be a part of games, music and teaching and amazing small 
group community each Sunday night. 
 600 Forest Ave., Fellowship Hall and Basement
 7:00-8:30 p.m. for all students in 7th-12th grade.

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY - SUNDAY MORNING
We welcome you to Third and want you to know that your children are precious to us!   
Our staff of both professional childcare workers and volunteers are here to serve your 
family in a safe, loving and Christ-centered environment.    

8:45 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. services - Childcare available for all children aged 
Kindergarten and younger. First grade and above attend worship with their parents.

10:00 a.m. service - Sunday school for children ages 2 and older. Nursery available for 
infants and toddlers. For details on all Sunday school class offerings, pick up the Winter and 
Spring class brochure found near the doors. 

A Wiggle Room is available if you prefer to have your child with you but he or she is a 
little too active or noisy to be in the service. The service is streamed into Room 124 which is 
located in the connecting hall across from the toddler Room 105.

Please let us know if we can help familiarize you with all that is available at Third 
for your children. Contact Kathy White (kathyw@thirdrva.org) or Tracie Meadows 
(traciem@thirdrva.org). 
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THIS WEEK AT THIRD
Sunday, April 10 
8:00 a.m. Prayer and Communion – Room 101 
8:45, 10:00, 11:15 a.m. Worship services – Sanctuary 
12:30 p.m. Care and Card meeting – Room 209 

Monday, April 11
5:45 p.m. Jobs for Life – Fellowship Hall 
7:00 p.m. Monthly evening study – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue
7:00 p.m. Missions committee meeting – Upstairs Conference Room, 500 Forest Avenue 
7:00 p.m. Trustees meeting – Room 101 

Tuesday, April 12
9:00 a.m. Monthly morning study – Room 217 
9:15 a.m. Weekly group “Breathe” – Room 213
9:30 a.m. Weekly morning Mothers Together group – Fellowship Hall 
10:00 a.m.  Monthly morning study - Meet Third's mission partners – Room 101 
11:45 a.m. Helping Hands service group – Room 217 
7:00 p.m. Worship committee meeting – Parlor 

Wednesday, April 13
6:00 p.m. Handbell rehearsal – Choir Room 
6:45 p.m. Alleluia choir rehearsal – Sanctuary  
7:30 p.m. Third Brass rehearsal – Sanctuary 

Thursday, April 14
7:00 p.m. Praise band rehearsal – Sanctuary 
7:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir rehearsal – Choir Room
7:00 p.m. Needle’s Eye Young Professionals Grp. – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue
7:00 p.m. Newcomer's class – Fellowship Hall 
 
Friday, April 15 
8:30 a.m. Europe prayer and care group - meets at Carolyn Oakley's home, 2710 Old Point 
                  Drive, Richmond, 23233, 937-6564. 
9:00 a.m. Emotional Eating Group – Knox Room, 500 Forest Avenue
6:00 p.m. Newcomer's class – Fellowship Hall 
6:30 p.m. Healing prayer rooms – Student Minsitry area





A Covenant Order 
of Evangelical Presbyterians

804-282-4645  
500 Forest Ave.
Richmond, VA 23229
www.thirdrva.org 

LEARN MORE ABOUT THIRD
Welcome to Third! We’re so glad you’re here. We’d love to get to know you and for you to 
learn more about our community. We have a couple opportunities to connect with us, and 
help you find out more about Third.

• Join us for a Welcome Coffee. This monthly gathering is an opportunity to meet a few 
people and learn more about our community. They happen at 9:45 a.m. in the Parlor. The 
next Welcome Coffees is scheduled for May 1. Visit our website: thirdrva.org. 

• Questions? Want to speak with someone? Contact Beth Nichols at bethn@thirdrva.org or 
by calling 282-6465.

SUNDAY MORNINGS AT THIRD
If you need help or have any questions at any point on a Sunday morning, look for 
individuals wearing carnations or yellow name badges. They’re here to help answer 
questions, find you seats, and guide you around our building.

Sanctuary

Fellowship
Hall

Forest Ave

Playground

Classrooms
(Upstairs

& Downstairs)

Worship
Services

Rm 101

Parlor

Student Ministry Area

Courtyard


