
ADAM’S RETURN
JESUS AND THE MASCULINE JOURNEY



MODELS OF MANHOOD



















“ESCAPE THE MAN BOX”

GROUP EXERCISE — 





RUGGED INDIVIDUALIST 



RUGGED INDIVIDUALIST 

WEALTHY INDIVIDUALIST 



RUGGED INDIVIDUALIST 

WEALTHY INDIVIDUALIST 



RUGGED INDIVIDUALIST 

WEALTHY INDIVIDUALIST 

HIPSTER INDIVIDUALIST 



THE ______ INDIVIDUALIST 



“Let us return to where we started 
and know it for the first time. “ 

T.S. Eliot



BIBLICAL MASCULINITY

GOD’S NATURE — TRIUNE 

HUMAN NATURE — IMAGO DEI



Gen. 2:15 The Lord God took the man and 
put him in the Garden of Eden  to work it 
and take care of it.



26 Then God said, “Let us make man in our 
image, after our likeness. And let them have 
dominion over the fish of the sea and over the 
birds of the heavens and over the livestock and 
over all the earth and over every creeping thing 
that creeps on the earth.” 27 So God created man 
in his own image, in the image of God he created 
him; male and female he created them.



28 And God blessed them. And God said to 
them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth 
and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of 
the sea and over the birds of the heavens and 
over every living thing that moves on the earth.”…
And it was so. 31 And God saw everything that he 
had made, and behold, it was very good. 



ISOLATION NOT GOOD 
COMMUNITY GOOD 
WORK IS HOLY 
PARTNERSHIP WITH EVE 
CREATE PEOPLE AND CULTURE 
DOMINION SHARED  
ALL FOR FLOURISHING



EXTENDING GOD’S GOOD REIGN  
MATERIALLY AND SPIRITUALLY 
INTO THE WORLD

WHAT IS DOMINION?



ISOLATION NOT GOOD 
COMMUNITY GOOD 
WORK IS HOLY 
PARTNERSHIP WITH EVE 
CREATE PEOPLE AND CULTURE 
DOMINION SHARED  
ALL FOR FLOURISHING



14 The Lord God said to the serpent… 

15  I will put enmity between you and the woman, 
and between your offspring and her offspring; he 
shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his 
heel.”



16 To the woman he said, 
“I will surely multiply your pain in childbearing;  
    in pain you shall bring forth children.  
Your desire will be for your husband, 
and he will rule over you.””



17 And to Adam he said, “Because you have listened to the 
voice of your wife and have eaten of the tree of which I 
commanded you, ‘You shall not eat of it,’ cursed is the ground 
because of you; in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your 
life; 18  thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; and you 
shall eat the plants of the field. 19 By the sweat of your face 
you shall eat bread, till you return to the ground, for out of it 
you were taken; for you are dust, and to dust you shall 
return.”…And the Lord God made for Adam and for his wife 
garments of skins and clothed them.





14 For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of 
God. 15 For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to 
fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit 
of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! 
Father!” 16 The Spirit himself bears witness with our 
spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if children, 
then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with 
Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we 
may also be glorified with him…. 



And we know that for those who love God all 
things work together for good, for those who 
are called according to his purpose. 29 For 
those whom he foreknew he also predestined  
to be conformed to the image of his Son, in 
order that he might be the firstborn among 
many brothers.           
ROMANS 8:14-17;28–29



“He was raised on 
the third day…”

“Christ died  
for our sins…”

THE GOSPEL



“Jesus Christ has bound himself to you 
so fully, that you share more in common 
with the Second Adam (Jesus) than you 
ever did with the First.” 

Torrance



ADAM’S RETURN
FIVE LESSONS YOU NEVER LEARNED





LIFE IS HARD



LIFE IS HARD
YOU ARE NOT IMPORTANT



LIFE IS HARD
YOU ARE NOT IMPORTANT
YOUR LIFE IS NOT ABOUT YOU



LIFE IS HARD
YOU ARE NOT IMPORTANT
YOUR LIFE IS NOT ABOUT YOU
YOU ARE NOT IN CONTROL



LIFE IS HARD
YOU ARE NOT IMPORTANT
YOUR LIFE IS NOT ABOUT YOU
YOU ARE NOT IN CONTROL
YOU ARE GOING TO DIE



ADAM’S RETURN
THE STAGES



BOYHOOD

YOU ARE NOTICED.  
YOUR HEART MATTERS.  
YOUR FATHER ADORES YOU.



YOUNG MAN

YOU ARE REAL STRENGTH / APTITUDE
USE THAT STRENGTH FOR OTHERS



WARRIOR

SOME THINGS ARE WORTH FIGHTING FOR 
DO NOT YIELD YOUR HEART (TO SIN)
SPIRITUAL WARFARE (ENMITY)



LOVER

AWAKENED TO BEAUTY
AWAKENED TO COMPASSION
DAUGHTERS OF EVE



KING



“The whole story of the Bible is God 
trying to entrust men with power and 
men not being able to handle it.” 

Dallas Willard



KING

AUTHORITY > FLOURISHING
MUST KNOW THE FATHERS VOICE
WHAT IS IT LIKE FOR THOSE YOU LEAD?



SAGE

AUTHORITY > FLOURISHING
MUST KNOW THE FATHERS VOICE
WHAT IS IT LIKE FOR THOSE YOU LEAD?



SAGE

AUTHORITY > FLOURISHING
MUST KNOW THE FATHERS VOICE
WHAT IS IT LIKE FOR THOSE YOU LEAD?



In what ways do you feel unfinished men? gaps? 

Are you willing to allow God to initiate you?  

Is there a stage / question that resonated 
with you? 

Ask God to take you back to that time in 
your life as a man and ask him what he 
wants to say to you about your heart 



ADAM’S RETURN
CRUCIFORM VULNERABILITY 



ADAM’S RETURN
FATHERED BY GOD, SENT BY GOD


