
Corey Widmer continued our new series on 7 metaphors the New Testament uses to describe the church. 
This week, he preached on the Church as The Temple. 

READ
Ephesians 2:19-22
1 Peter 2:4-10

REFLECT
1. Looking back to last week’s sermon, what does it mean to be members of God’s household? 
2. During his introduction, Corey highlighted how these metaphors show us God’s desire for dynamic 

changes as a church, how He’s inviting us “out of isolation into community” and “out of restlessness and 
into mission.” How do these contrasts manifest in your life? Where might you still be stuck in isolation or 
restlessness and how could community and mission change specific aspects of your life?  

3. These texts illustrate that in the same way Israel believed that God was specially present in the Temple, 
He’s now present in His people. What’s the significance of this reality? How might this impact the way you 
value yourselves and others? 

4. What is our foundation, our common authority? 

PRAY
+ Confess to God how often we focus on our own individual and consumeristic nature instead of leaning 

into the model that God has called us to. 
+ Thank God for using us as His Temple. 
+ Pray for renewal in our Church, our Community, and our City. 

PRACTICE
+ Corey quoted a study that showed 80% of people under the age of 35 who believe you can be a 

Christian without ever being a part of a church. As a group discuss the delineation between our 
individualistic society and our calling to corporate identity. Why is the church so integral to Christianity? 

+ Corey highlighted how the Parish model will provide an application for this metaphor. He also discussed 
how individuals who encountered this sort of community in the East End came to find Christ and 
engaged in the church. What are steps you can do as a group to better resemble the Church as the 
Temple? 


